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Looking	for	a	short	Jummah	checklist?	If	so,	you’ve	come	to	the	right	place!	We	understand	how	important	it	is	for	us,	as	Muslims,	to	follow	the	right	Sunnahs	and	deen	practices,	especially	when	it	comes	to	the	Holy	days	like	Fridays.In	this	guide,	we	have	included	7	deeds	that	grant	you	many	blessings	and	rewards	from	Allah	Subhanahu	wa	Ta’ala	-	the	Most
Merciful!So,	let’s	begin!1-	Take	a	Bath	(Ghusl)Taking	a	ghusl	and	purifying	our	bodies	is	a	necessary	part	of	the	Jummah	checklist.	After	all,	cleanliness	is	half	of	faith.	Verily,	it	is	said	in	the	Qur’an:“Indeed,	Allāh	loves	those	who	are	constantly	repentant	and	loves	those	who	purify	themselves.”	–	(Al-Baqarah:	222)2-	Clean	Your	Teeth	Using	MiswakProphet
Muhammad	SAW	recommended	using	miswak	to	maintain	proper	oral	hygiene.	Therefore,	it	is	considered	the	first	dental	educator	in	oral	hygiene	for	Muslims.3-	Wear	Clean	and	Preferably	New	ClothesThe	importance	of	wearing	clean	and	presentable	clothes	when	joining	a	congregation	is	highlighted	in	the	Qur’an	with	the	following	words:“O	children	of	Adam,
take	your	adornment	[i.e.,	wear	your	clothing]	at	every	masjid.”	–	(Al-A’raf:	31)4-	Apply	Perfume	(Non-Alcoholic)Wearing	perfume	is	also	a	must-follow	practice	for	Jummah,	especially	considering	that	the	Prophet	Muhammad	SAW	made	sure	he	always	had	a	pleasant	smell	when	he	met	people.	However,	it	is	best	if	you	wear	non-alcoholic	perfumes	to	steer	clear	of
the	debate	and	confusion	about	whether	alcoholic	perfumes	can	be	worn	during	Salah	or	not.5-	Cut	Your	NailsTrimming	your	nails	is	another	good	hygiene	practice,	and	it	is	advised	to	cut	your	nails	on	a	Friday	since	it	is	one	of	the	Sunnahs	of	Jummah	as	well.6-	Recite	Surah	Al-KahfBesides	conveying	the	message	that	Allah	SWT	protects	those	who	stay	on	the	right
path	and	adhere	to	righteousness,	Surah	Al-Kahf	is	also	filled	with	various	virtues.	That	is	why	every	Muslim	should	get	into	the	habit	of	reciting	this	blessed	Surah	every	Jummah,	which	is	the	most	sacred	day	of	the	week	in	Islam.7-	Send	Blessings	Upon	the	Prophet	Muhammad	SAWWhen	you	send	Durood	and	salutations	upon	the	Prophet	SAW,	Allah	sends
blessings	upon	you.	Indeed,	the	rewards	only	increase	when	the	deed	is	done	on	the	best	day	of	the	week	–	Friday.	Not	to	mention,	it	draws	you	near	to	the	Holy	Prophet	on	the	Day	of	Resurrection	and	erases	your	sins.May	Allah	SWT	bless	us	all	with	endless	happiness	and	guide	us	to	the	right	path.	Ameen.	Jummah	is	a	congregational	petition	(ṣalāt)	that	Muslims
hold	each	Friday,	soon	after	twelve	rather	than	the	Zuhr	petition.	Muslims	supplicate	usually	five	times	every	day	as	per	the	sun’s	skyway	paying	little	mind	to	time	zones.	Abu	Hurayrah	(may	Allah	be	satisfied	with	him)	reported	that	‘Five	are	the	demonstrations	of	fitra	(normal	slant):	Circumcision	Evacuating	the	hair	underneath	the	navel	Trimming	the	mustache
Trimming	the	nails	Culling	the	hair	under	the	arms.	It	was	described	by	Abu	Sa’eed	al-Khduri	that	the	Prophet	(Sallallahu	ályhi	Wa	Sallam)	said:	“Whoever	reads	Soorat	al-Kahf	on	Friday,	he	will	be	illuminated	with	light	between	the	two	Fridays.”	(Narrated	by	al-Haakim;	classed	as	Saheeh	by	al-Albaani)	Don’t	MISS	The	Golden	Opportunity	!!	“There	is	a	special
hour	on	Friday,	during	which	all	prayers	are	accepted	and	answered	by	Allah,	all	Glory	and	Praise	be	to	Him.	This	is	part	of	the	blessings	that	Allah	has	blessed	this	day	with,	over	all	the	other	days	of	the	week.“On	this	day	there	is	a	time	when	no	Muslim	stands	and	prays,	asking	Allah	for	something,	but	Allah	will	grant	him	it”	–	and	he	gestured	with	his	hands	to
indicate	how	short	that	time	is.	[Bukhari	893	Muslim,	852]	It	was	described	by	Abu	Huraira	that	the	Messenger	of	Allah	(peace	be	upon	him)	specified	Friday	and	said:	“On	this	day	there	is	a	time	when	no	Muslim	stands	and	prays,	asking	Allah	for	something,	but	Allah	will	grant	him	it”	–	and	he	gestured	with	his	hands	to	indicate	how	short	that	time	is.	[Bukhari	893
Muslim,	852]	Ibn	Al-Qayyim	(Rahim	Ullah)	said	with	regards	to	the	correct	hour	of	Friday	amid	which	happens	is	after	the	Asr	petition	until	the	Maghrib	supplication	in	view	of	the	accompanying	hadith:	“Friday	has	twelve	hours	(or	part	of	it).	There	is	one	hour	during	which	if	a	Muslim	asks	Allah	anything,	Allah	will	give	it	to	him,	so	find	it	during	the	last	hour	after
Asr.”	{Abu	Dawud	&	An-Nasai}	Washing	up	and	refining	oneself	totally	by	watching	Ghusl	(great	bathing).	As	described	by	Abdullah	Canister	Umar	(R.A)	said:	“I	heard	the	Messenger	of	Allah,	PBUH	says:	‘When	one	of	you	wants	to	come	to	Jumu’ah,	let	him	perform	Ghusl.”	(Muslim)	Along	these	lines,	the	considerable	estimation	of	Friday	is	apparent	from	the
previously	mentioned	Hadith,	that	other	than	general	bathing,	one	likewise	needs	to	do	greater	bathing	while	showering.	Keep	in	mind	that	day	you	had	that	huge	occasion	and	you	invested	hours	in	the	restroom	cleaning	all	aspects	of	your	body	and	putting	each	kind	of	scent	on.	That	is	precisely	how	you	ought	to	get	ready	for	Jumuah!	Wash	up,	ensure	you	play	out
the	Sunan	Al-Fitra	from	trimming	nails,	expelling	hair	from	armpits	and	evacuating	pubic	hair,	putting	heaps	of	scent,	and	so	on.	Ensure	your	Jumuah	thobe	or	garments	are	perfect,	spotless,	and	squeezed	and	not	something	you	wore	2	days	prior	and	is	recolored	or	folded!	Additionally,	take	extraordinary	care	of	oral	cleanliness:	spend	the	suggested	4	minutes
brushing	your	teeth,	utilize	liquor-free	mouthwash,	miswak/siwak…	fundamentally,	get	squeaky	clean!	Described	Abu	Sa’id	Al-Khudr:	I	testify	that	Allah’s	Messenger	(Peace	and	blessings	be	upon	him)	said,	‘The	taking	of	a	bath	on	Friday	is	compulsory	for	every	Muslim	who	has	attained	the	age	of	puberty	and	also	cleaning	of	teeth	with	Siwak	and	using	perfume,	if
available’.	[Translation	of	Sahih	Bukhari]	No,	I	don’t	mean	10	minutes	before	the	Khateeb	enters	the	masjid,	yet	truly	early	–	like	two	or	three	hours	and	attempt	to	go	there	strolling	rather	if	the	masjid	isn’t	too	far.	Attempt	to	be	the	first	there	and	recollect	this	hadeeth:	Described	Abu	Hurairah:	Allah’s	Messenger	(Peace	and	endowments	be	upon	him)	said,’	When
it	is	Jumuah,	the	Angels	stand	at	the	gate	of	the	masjid	and	keep	on	writing	the	names	of	the	persons	coming	to	the	masjid	in	succession	according	to	their	arrivals.	The	example	of	the	one	who	enters	the	masjid	in	the	earliest	hour	is	that	of	one	offering	a	camel	(in	sacrifice);	the	one	coming	next	is	like	one	offering	a	cow,	and	then	a	ram;	and	then	a	chicken;	and
then	an	egg	respectively.	When	the	Imam	comes	out	(for	Jumu’ah	sermon)	they	(i.e.	Angels)	fold	their	papers	and	listen	to	the	sermon.	[Translation	of	Sahih	Al-Bukhari]”	Allaah	says	(interpretation	of	the	meaning):	“O	you	who	believe	(Muslims)!	When	the	call	is	proclaimed	for	the	Salaah	(prayer)	on	Friday	(Jumu‘ah	prayer),	come	to	the	remembrance	of	Allaah
[Jumu‘ah	religious	talk	(Khutbah)	and	Salaah	(prayer)]	and	leave	off	business	(and	every	other	thing).	That	is	better	for	you	if	you	did	but	know!”	[al-Jumu’ah	62:9]	It	was	narrated	from	Aws	ibn	Aws	that	the	Prophet	(peace	and	blessings	of	Allaah	be	upon	him)	said:	“The	best	of	your	days	is	Friday.	On	that	day	Adam	(peace	be	upon	him)	was	created;	on	that	day	he
died;	on	that	day	the	Trumpet	will	be	blown,	and	on	that	day	all	of	the	creation	will	swoon.So	send	a	lot	of	blessings	upon	me,	for	your	blessings	will	be	shown	to	me.”	They	said,	“O	Messenger	of	Allaah,	how	will	our	blessings	upon	you	be	shown	to	you	when	you	have	turned	to	dust?”	He	said,	“Allaah	has	forbidden	the	earth	to	consume	the	bodies	of	the	Prophets,
peace	be	upon	them.”	Narrated	by	Abu	Dawood,	1047;	classed	as	Saheeh	by	Ibn	al-Qayyim	in	his	comments	on	Sunan	Abi	Dawood,	4/273;	classed	as	Saheeh	by	al-Albaani	in	Saheeh	Abi	Dawood,	925.	Strolling	towards	the	mosque,	as	it	results	in	the	achievement	of	gifts	on	one	stage	and	the	pardoning	of	sins	on	another.	Abu	Hurairah	(R.A)	portrayed	Hazrat
Muhammad	(PBUH)	talking	as:	He	who	purifies	(performs	Wudu’)	himself	in	his	house	and	then	walks	to	one	of	the	houses	of	Allah	(mosque)	for	performing	an	obligatory	Salat,	one	step	of	his	will	wipe	out	his	sins	and	another	step	will	elevate	his	rank	(in	Jannah).”	(Muslim)	“Whoever	says	to	his	friend	while	Imam	is	delivering	Khutbah	on	Friday	“keep	quiet”	also
commit	an	absurdity.”	(Muslim	and	Bukhari)	Subscribe	to	our	channels	on	WhatsApp,	Google	News,	Facebook	and	Instagram.	Subscribe	to	get	the	latest	posts	sent	to	your	email.	Best	things	to	do	on	Jummah:	Jummah	is	the	Arabic	terminology	used	for	Friday.	In	Islam,	the	say	of	Jummah	holds	special	significance,	as	it	is	regarded	as	the	day	of	worship	for	Muslims
across	the	world.	Since	Jummah	is	a	blessed	day,	Muslims	should	spend	it	according	to	the	guidance	of	Allah,	and	the	Sunnah	of	Prophet	Muhammad	(SAW).	What	Should	You	Do	on	Jummah	Day?	Considering	the	significance	of	Jummah	–	there	are	some	acts	that	are	advised	to	perform	by	Allah.	The	Friday	prayer	has	been	deemed	obligatory	for	all	the	followers	of
Allah,	and	men	in	specific.	The	prayer	is	conducted	in	a	congregation	and	is	stated	to	lead	to	many	awards	for	individuals.	Hence,	on	the	day	of	Jummah,	Muslims	should	leave	their	everyday	activities	and	focus	on	their	prayer.	Here	are	40+	Jumma	Mubarak	Quotes	with	Images	and	Wishes.	After	the	Friday	prayer,	Muslims	are	guided	to	listen	to	the	Friday	sermon
or	Khutbah.	In	this	manner,	Muslims	are	guided	towards	righteousness	and	purity.	It	is	Sunnah	for	Muslims	to	recite	Surah	Al-Kahfi	from	the	Quran,	as	it	carries	the	capability	of	protecting	Muslims	from	harm	until	the	next	Jummah.	In	addition,	it	also	puts	Allah’s	blessings	on	individuals	and	protects	them	from	the	influence	of	Dajal.	Prophet	Muhammad	(SAW)
stated	that	“Whoever	reads	Soorat	al-Kahf	on	Friday,	he	will	be	illuminated	with	light	between	the	two	Fridays.”	Here	are	all	the	Reasons	to	Read	Surah	Kahf	Every	Friday.	It	is	stated	that	all	duaas	made	on	Friday	are	accepted	by	Allah.	This	is	because	Jummah	is	an	extremely	sacred	day	of	the	week,	and	has	the	special	blessings	of	Allah.	Hence,	Muslims	should
seek	forgiveness,	along	with	duaa	for	the	well-being,	success,	and	health	of	those	around	them.	Since	Jummah	is	a	sacred	day	of	the	week	with	special	blessings	from	Allah,	his	followers	should	remain	in	their	purest	form.	Hence,	Muslims	are	guided	to	wash	themselves	with	a	bath	or	ghusl.	This	conduct	should	be	taken	before	the	Jummah	prayer.	In	this	manner,
Muslims	are	clean	and	pure	while	praying	to	their	lord.	Prophet	Muhammad	(SAW)	was	the	last	messenger	and	prophet	of	Allah,	and	he	made	countless	sacrifices	for	the	spread	of	Islam	and	his	Ummah.	Hence,	on	Jummah	all	Muslims	should	send	their	blessings	to	Prophet	Muhammad	(SAW).	Furthermore,	Muslims	are	also	guided	to	cut	their	nails	after	taking	a
bath	or	Ghusal	on	Friday.	After	which,	they	are	recommended	to	wear	perfume.	In	this	manner,	Muslim	men	will	smell	good	on	the	purest	day	of	the	week.	Since	Friday	is	the	most	blessed	day	of	the	week,	Muslims	are	asked	to	get	dressed	in	their	best	and	neatest	clothes.	In	this	manner,	they	will	look	their	best	while	standing	in	front	of	Allah	for	the	Friday	prayer
and	sermon.	It	is	important	to	also	understand	that,	best	clothes	do	not	equate	to	expensive	clothes,	instead	the	emphasis	is	laid	on	wearing	neat	and	tidy	clothes	for	a	special	day.	The	followers	of	Islam	and	Allah’s	teachings	are	guided	to	come	to	the	mosque	as	early	as	possible	on	Friday.	This	is	because	it	is	stated	that	individuals	coming	early	and	praying	in	the
front	row	will	get	the	most	rewards.	This	will	prove	to	Allah	that	the	individual	took	out	time	in	his	day	to	stand	in	front	of	Allah.	Here	are	some	of	the	Most	Beautiful	Mosques	In	The	World	(with	photos).	Subsequent	to	performing	Friday	prayer,	individuals	should	perform	the	Sunnah	prayer	as	well.	This	will	increase	their	level	of	Iman,	and	improve	their	position	in
front	of	Allah.	During	Friday,	Muslims	around	the	world	are	guided	to	give	sadaqah	to	the	needy	and	poor	individuals	around	them.	Giving	sadaqah	on	a	Friday	increases	its	level	of	reward,	and	the	person	receives	blessings	from	Allah	as	well.	Here	are	some	of	the	best	Islamic	Quotes	on	Charity.	Muslims	are	guided	to	greet	their	loved	ones	and	other	individuals
with	a	smile	during	Jummah.	This	will	reward	individuals	in	the	life	plus	hereafter,	while	also	increasing	the	level	of	the	bond	among	people,	relatives,	and	friends.	Adding	on,	the	followers	of	Islam	and	the	teachings	of	Allah	are	guided	to	visit	sick	people	on	Friday.	They	can	be	their	relatives,	friends,	or	simply	known	people.	This	is	beneficial	because	it	will	make
sick	and	lonely	individuals	feel	better.	In	this	manner,	individuals	get	Allah’s	blessings	and	are	rewarded	for	their	good	deeds.	During	the	Friday	Sermon,	Muslims	are	guided	to	listen	quietly,	and	avoiding	talking	is	promoted.	Individuals	are	not	allowed	to	talk	to	their	friends	or	people	around	them.	This	is	because	listening	to	the	sermon	carefully	can	help	them	in
their	life	and	also	aid	in	overcoming	their	problems.	Istighfar	and	Dhikr	bring	individuals	closer	to	Allah,	and	leads	them	to	perform	good	deeds.	Henceforth,	conducting	these	actions	on	Friday	leaders	to	double	rewards	by	Allah.	Muslims	are	guided	to	avoid	holding	their	knee	while	the	sermon	is	being	conducted,	as	it	symbolizes	laziness	and	impoliteness.	Hence,	it
is	forbidden	in	Islam	and	is	considered	equal	to	sin.	Instead,	Muslims	should	listen	to	the	sermon	with	full	awareness	and	attention,	while	avoiding	talking	to	those	around	them	too.	Moreover,	Muslims	are	also	guided	to	communicate	with	other	fellows	Muslims	after	the	Friday	prayer.	This	strengthens	brotherhood	and	relations	in	society.			Jummah	is	a	perfect	time
to	repent	sins	as	well.	Since	Friday	is	the	most	blessed	day	of	the	week,	it	is	an	ideal	time	to	repent	sins	and	seek	forgiveness	from	Allah.	This	can	include	actions	like	smoking,	anger,	substance	abuse,	and	earning	an	unlawful	living.	Here	are	the	most	Powerful	Duas	to	Ask	Allah	for	Forgiveness	of	Sins.	Muslims	are	also	guided	to	bring	families	along	with	them	to
the	mosques.	Through	this,	all	family	members	will	obtain	the	blessings	of	the	Friday	prayer	and	sermon.	“O	you	who	believe	(Muslims)!	When	the	call	is	proclaimed	for	the	salât	( ةلاص ,	prayer)	on	Friday	(Jumu'ah	prayer),	come	to	the	remembrance	of	Allâh	[Jumu'ah	religious	talk	(khutbah)	and	salat	( ةلاص ,	prayer)]	and	leave	off	business	(and	every	other	thing),	That	is
better	for	you	if	you	did	but	know!	(9)	Then	when	the	(Jumu'ah)	salât	(prayer)	is	ended,	you	may	disperse	through	the	land,	and	seek	the	Bounty	of	Allâh	(by	working,	etc.),	and	remember	Allâh	much,	that	you	may	be	successful	(10)”(Reference:	Qur’an	62:9-10)	Across	Chicago,	and	throughout	the	United	States	and	the	rest	of	the	world,	Muslims	all	congregate	on
Fridays	for	a	sermon	and	to	together	perform	the	Dhuhr	( رهظلا 	 ةلاص )	Friday	prayer	(salat,	 ةلاص 	-	read	more	about	the	Muslim	prayers	in	our	Prayer	Guide),	which	is	referred	to	as	Salat	Al	Jumu'ah	( ةعمجلا 	 ةلاص )	or	simply	Jumu’ah	( ةعمج ​,	also	spelled	jumah,	jum’ah).	Jumu’ahis	a	tradition	prescribed	in	the	Qur’an	in	verses	62:9-10,	which	instructs	Muslims	to	stop	their	activities	on
Fridays	to	come	together	and	attend	Jumu’ah.	Adult	male	Muslims	are	obligated	to	attend	Jumu’ah,	female	Muslims	are	encouraged	to	attend,	and	non-Muslims	are	also	normally	welcome.	The	entire	Jumu’ah	typically	lasts	about	an	hour	and	is	generally	around	lunch	time,	and	similar	to	the	weekly	services	for	Christians	and	Jews,	before	and	after	this	Friday
gathering,	the	congregation	has	an	opportunity	to	receive	announcements,	discuss	and	plan	important	upcoming	events,	provide	support	to	each-other,	and	generally	build	the	sense	of	community.Attending	any	prayer	service	for	the	first	time	can	cause	anxiety.	Below,	we	have	provided	details	regarding	Jumu’ah.	We	hope	this	page	answers	any	questions	you	may
have,	relieves	all	anxiety	regarding	this	important	weekly	event,	and	leads	to	converts	comfortably	participating	soon	after	conversion.	In	most	mosques,	both	non-Muslims	and	Muslims,	male	and	female,	are	welcome	to	attend	Jumu’ah.	Non-Muslims,	however,	should	not	perform	the	prayer	(salat)	that	is	conducted	following	the	sermon	and	should	stand	or	sit
quietly	at	the	back	of	the	room	while	that	prayer	is	performed.	Note	that	some	mosques	are	male-only	while	others	accommodate	both	men	and	women.	The	Prophet	(PBUH,	SAW,	 ملسو 	 هيلع 	 هللا 	 ىلص )	said,	“If	the	wife	of	any	one	of	you	asks	permission	(to	go	to	the	mosque)	do	not	forbid	her."	(Reference:	Hadith	narrated	by	Salim	bin	'Abdullah	in	Bukhari	Volume	1,	Book	12,
Number	832)The	Prophet	(PBUH,	SAW,	 ملسو 	 هيلع 	 هللا 	 ىلص )	said,	"If	your	women	ask	permission	to	go	to	the	mosque	at	night,	allow	them."	(Reference:	Hadith	Narrated	by	Ibn	'Umar	in	Bukhari	Volume	1,	Book	12,	Number	824).		Hadith	prescribes	that	women	who	are	menstruating	should	not	do	the	ritualistic	Muslim	prayers	(Reference:	Hadith	narrated	by	A’isha	in	Bukhari
Volume	1,	Book	6,	Number	327)	"The	Prophet	said	to	me,	"Give	up	the	prayer	when	your	menses	begin	and	when	it	has	finished,	wash	the	blood	off	your	body	(take	a	bath)	and	start	praying."	However,	women	may	be	able	to	attend	Jumu'ah.	The	areas	of	mosques	in	which	menstruating	women	are	allowed	depends	on	the	mosque.	In	some	mosques,	including
the	Muslim	Community	Center	in	Chicago,	the	‘masjid’	designations	are	such	that	menstruating	women	would	be	allowed	in	the	women’s	section	of	the	prayer	hall	during	Jumu’ah	and	may	listen	to	the	sermon,	but	the	menstruating	women	would	not	pray	the	prayer	that	follows	the	sermon.	However,	at	some	mosques	like	Masjid	Al	Faatir,	menstruating	women	are
not	permitted	inside	the	mosque.	Also	note	that	menstruating	women	can	listen	to	streaming	Jumu’ah	services	online	(see	the	bottom	of	this	page	for	links	to	online	Jumu'ah	services).	Most	mosques	hold	a	weekly	Jumu’ah	service	on	Fridays	during	the	prescribed	time	for	the	Dhuhr	prayer.	The	Jumu’ah	will	often	be	held	at	the	same	pre-set	time	throughout	a	given
month,	but	note	that	Jumu’ah	will	typically	not	be	held	exactly	at	the	starting	time	of	the	Dhuhr	prayer.	For	example,	if	the	Dhuhr	prayer	time	begins	around	12:20	PM	during	a	given	month,	a	mosque	may	declare	all	their	Jumu’ah	services	for	that	month	to	be	at	1:00	PM.	The	weekly	time	for	Jumu’ah	is	often	posted	ahead	of	time	on	mosque	websites	(please	visit
our	Chicagoland	Mosques	Page	for	a	list	of	local	mosques)	or	mosque	newsletters.	You	can	typically	call	mosques	and	ask	what	time	Jumu’ah	will	be	held	on	a	given	Friday,	or	there	will	often	be	a	voicemail	recording	stating	the	time	of	the	Jumu’ah	service.	The	essential	arrangement	of	a	mosque	is	not	unlike	that	of	a	synagogue	or	a	church.	There	is	typically	a	main
entrance	which	leads	into	a	small	entry	space	for	greeting	and	filing	in/out,	and	then	doors	leading	into	a	large	prayer	hall.	There	are	often	other	rooms	used	for	meetings	or	classes	and	often	an	office	for	the	head	of	the	mosque.	While	there	will	be	restrooms	within	the	mosque,	often	these	are	only	used	for	cleaning	up	prior	to	entering	the	prayer	hall,	and
sometimes	the	toilets	are	located	in	separate	restroom	facilities	in	a	building	separate	from	the	mosque.	Unlike	synagogues	or	churches,	the	prayer	hall	will	not	have	chairs	or	pews	–	at	most	there	will	be	a	couple	of	chairs	at	the	back	of	the	room	for	people	with	physical	health	problems.	The	floor	of	the	prayer	hall	will	be	covered	either	by	carpet	or	by	many	prayer
rugs.	There	are	often	windows.	There	will	be	no	images	or	sculptures.	There	will	sometimes	be	bookshelves	along	the	walls	with	Islamic	books	for	adults	and	children.	The	prayer	hall	will	be	a	large	open	space	with	a	platform	for	the	person	giving	the	sermon,	and	there	will	most	likely	be	a	separation	of	some	sort	designating	the	women’s	space.	Jews	who	attend
orthodox	synagogues	may	not	find	this	unusual,	but	this	will	likely	be	an	adjustment	for	Christians.	Unfortunately,	the	separation	of	space	is	often	such	that	women	may	not	have	a	direct	view	of	the	imam	delivering	the	sermon.	In	some	cases	(such	as	at	the	mosque	at	the	American	Islamic	College	in	Chicago,	and	at	one	mosque	in	a	Chicago	suburb),	the	men	will	be
downstairs	and	the	women	upstairs,	whereby	both	men	and	women	are	able	to	directly	see	and	hear	the	Imam	during	the	sermon.	Sometimes	the	women’s	space	will	have	a	TV	streaming	the	person	speaking	(the	Downtown	Islamic	Center	in	Chicago	is	set	up	this	way),	and	at	other	places	like	the	Masjid	Al-Faatir	on	47th	Street	and	the	Muslim	Community	Center,	a
simple	curtain	is	used	which	permits	the	sound	of	the	sermon	but	provides	a	screen.	One	does	not	need	to	bring	anything	special	to	a	mosque	for	Jumu’ah.	There	are	usually	copies	of	the	Qur’an	if	one	would	like	to	read	before	or	after	Jumu'ah.	One	can	bring	socks	if	desired	since	shoes	are	not	permitted	in	the	main	prayer	hall.	Some	people	bring	mini-rugs	that	they
lay	where	their	face	contacts	the	floor/carpet	during	prostrating.	Women	need	to	wear	a	head	covering	for	Jumu'ah.	Ghusl	&	BathingIf	one	falls	under	the	conditions	that	prescribe	ghusl	( لسُْغ )	before	praying,	then	one	must	perform	ghusl	at	home	prior	to	going	to	the	mosque.	You	may	find	this	website	helpful	for	learning	about	ghusl.​Hadith	prescribes	preparing	for
Jumu’ah	by	taking	a	bath	on	Friday	prior	to	the	prayer:	The	Prophet	(PBUH,	SAW,	 ملسو 	 هيلع 	 هللا 	 ىلص )	said,	"The	taking	of	a	bath	on	Friday	is	compulsory	for	every	male	(Muslim)	who	has	attained	the	age	of	puberty."	(Reference:	Hadith	narrated	Abu	Said	Al-Khudri	in	Bukhari	Volume	2,	Book	13,	Number	4-5).	WuduIf	after	bathing	on	Friday	one
requires	wudu	( ءوضو ),	wudu	should	be	performed	prior	to	going	to	the	mosque	or	in	the	mosque	before	entering	the	prayer	hall.	If	you	choose	to	perform	wudu	at	the	mosque,	be	sure	to	arrive	beforehand	to	allow	time	prior	to	the	beginning	of	Jumu’ah,	and	follow	common	courtesy	to	wipe	up	any	water	that	spills	in	the	mosque	bathroom	while	performing	wudu’.
You	may	find		this	website	helpful	for	learning	how	to	perform	wudu.		Avoiding	Bad	ScentsPrayer	is	conducted	in	close	proximity	in	mosques.	Thus,	it	is	reasonable	that	one	should	avoid	prior	any	foods	that	may	emit	offensive	scents.	Prophet	Mohammad	(PBUH,	SAW,	 ملسو 	 هيلع 	 هللا 	 ىلص )	forbade	eating	particularly	two	foods:	raw	onions	and	garlic,	and	said:	"Whoever	eats
garlic	or	onion	should	keep	away	from	our	mosque	or	should	remain	in	his	house."	(Reference:	Hadith	narrated	by	Jabir	bin	'Abdullah	in	Bukhari	Volume	1,	Book	12,	Number	814;	Hadith	reported	by	Muslim	Book	004,	Number	1141-1152).	This	hadith	equally	applies	to	Jum’ah	prayer	or	any	other	trip	to	the	mosque.	One	must	adhere	to	Islamic	clothing	requirements
(please	visit	our	Islamic	Clothing	Page	for	more	information)	when	walking	into	and	while	in	a	mosque,	as	one	should	be	always	do	even	when	outside	the	mosque	in	social	setting.	Mosques	will	sometimes	have	separate	entrance	doors	for	women	and	men	–	be	sure	to	look	to	for	signs	to	avoid	walking	through	the	wrong	door.	If	you	do	not	know	where	to	go	once
inside	a	mosque,	feel	free	to	ask	someone	–	people	are	generally	happy	to	guide	you.As	you	enter	the	mosque	building,	people	may	greet	you	“Assalamu	Alaykum”	–	your	response	is	“Wa	Alaykum	As-Salam.”	Don’t	worry	–	this	is	usually	the	extent	to	which	conversational	Arabic	will	likely	be	spoken	with	you.	The	mosque	will	have	separate	restrooms	for	men	and
women	to	perform	wudu’.	Sometimes	the	restrooms	are	among	the	rooms	that	lead	to	the	prayer	hall.	So	if	you	cannot	find	the	room	for	the	prayer	hall,	try	walking	through	the	men's	or	women's	restroom.Before	entering	the	prayer	hall,	there	will	be	a	place	dedicated	to	storing	shoes,	and	sometimes	there	will	be	a	spot	for	coats.	Your	shoes	MUST	be	taken	off
here.	Never	wear	shoes	in	the	room	with	the	carpet	where	the	prayer	will	be	performed	(the	prayer	hall).	If	your	shoes	are	on	and	you	hit	the	carpet,	you’ve	probably	gone	too	far.	But	do	not	worry,	someone	will	stop	you	if	they	see	you	have	gone	too	far,	and	they	should	kindly	guide	you	to	where	you	should	store	your	shoes.	You	can	wear	your	clean	socks	in	the
prayer	hall.Women	often	take	purses	into	the	prayer	room	and	set	it	next	to	them	during	the	sermon	and	along	a	wall	during	prayer.	If	you	have	a	backpack	or	briefcase	and	do	not	want	to	leave	it	unattended,	you	can	bring	that	with	you	and	leave	it	along	a	wall.If	you	bring	your	cell	phone	into	the	mosque,	make	sure	to	turn	it	off.	Out	of	courtesy,	do	not	talk	on
your	cell	phone	in	the	main	prayer	room,	and	if	you	must	make	a	call,	make	it	outside	the	prayer	room	(ideally	outside	the	mosque)	and	speak	quietly	so	people	in	the	prayer	room	have	tranquility	to	focus	on	their	prayers.	Prior	to	Jumu'ah	there	will	be	a	buzz	of	activity	outside	the	mosque,	in	the	hallways,	or	in	the	prayer	room	entrance;	the	prayer	room	itself,
however,	is	to	remain	quiet	and	peaceful.	If	you	are	clean,	have	your	shoes	are	off,	and	your	cell	phone	is	turned	off,	you	are	ready	to	enter	the	prayer	hall.	First,	make	sure	you	enter	the	correct	door	-	sometimes	there	are	separate	doors	for	men	and	women,	in	which	case	they	will	be	labeled	accordingly.When	you	enter	the	prayer	hall,	take	note	that	if	you	arrive
while	the	sermon	is	ongoing,	there	is	to	be	no	conversation	as	everyone	should	be	listening	to	the	sermon.	If	the	sermon	is	ongoing	and	someone	speaks	to	you,	then	the	extent	of	your	response	cannot	exceed	a	gesture	to	signal	that	a	sermon	is	in	progress.	The	Prophet	Mohmmad	(PBUH,	SAW,	 ملسو 	 هيلع 	 هللا 	 ىلص )	even	forbade	responding	with	“listen,	or	pay	attention”	and
said:	"When	the	Imam	is	delivering	the	Khutba,	and	you	ask	your	companion	to	keep	quiet	and	listen,	then	no	doubt	you	have	done	an	evil	act."	(Reference:	Hadith	narrated	by	Abu	Huraira	in	Bukhari	Volume	2,	Book	13,	Number	56)If	you	brought	in	a	coat,	purse,	or	bag,	set	it	against	the	wall	somewhere	within	the	prayer	hall.	Then	find	an	empty	space,	and	take
care	not	to	cross	the	path	in	front	of	someone	praying.It	is	a	sunna	(sayings,	actions,	and	general	way	of	life	of	Prophet	Mohammad	(PBUH,	SAW,	 ملسو 	 هيلع 	 هللا 	 ىلص ),	including	instances	when	he	endorsed	actions	he	saw	being	done	by	others)	to	conduct	a	2-rakat	sunna	prayer	( دجسملا 	 ةيحت 	 ةلاص ),	or	prayer	of	greeting	to	the	masjid/mosque	-	for	information	on	Islamic	prayers	please	visit
our	Prayer	Guide	Page)	upon	entering	the	main	prayer	room	prior	to	the	sermon,	unless	the	sermon	is	underway.	This	is	also	the	case	when	entering	the	mosque	for	any	other	prayer,	provided	the	prayer	is	not	underway.	Narrated	Abu	Qatada	Al-Aslami:	Prophet	Mohammad	(PBUH,	SAW,	 ملسو 	 هيلع 	 هللا 	 ىلص )	said,	"If	anyone	of	you	enters	a	mosque,	he	should	pray
two	rakat	before	sitting."	(Reference:	Hadith	reported	by	Al-Bukhari;	Volume	1,	Book	8,	Number	435)	When	conducting	this	prayer,	be	sure	to	face	the	appropriate	direction	(facing	Kabbah	 ةبعك )–	sometimes	the	carpet	will	have	lines	where	people	should	line	up,	so	if	you	place	your	two	feet	on	one	of	the	lines	you	should	be	facing	the	correct	direction.	You	can	also
look	to	see	which	direction	others	who	are	praying	are	facing.After	the	2-rakat	sunna	prayer,	sit	on	the	floor.	It	is	impolite	to	sit	with	your	feet	facing	Kabbah.	You	may	sit	with	your	back	against	the	wall.	You	can	softly	and	briefly	talk	with	others	until	the	sermon/khutbah	service	begins,	but	no	talk	is	permitted	during	the	sermon,	as	discussed	above.
The	Jumu'ah	service	can	be	summarized	thusly:	First,	a	call	to	prayer	is	announced.	Next,	a	sermon	of	two	segments	is	given	to	the	congregation	(it	is	viewed	by	some	that	the	2	segments	account	for	2	sets	of	the	4-set	Dhuhr	prayer).	After	this,	another	call	to	prayer	is	announced.	Finally,	the	congregation	lines	up	and	prays	2	segments	of	the	Dhuhr	prayer	together.
Further	details	regarding	these	activities	are	provided	below.1.	The	Call	to	PrayerThe	“call	to	prayer”	/	athan	( ناذأ ,	for	more	information	please	visit	our	Athan	&	Iqama	Guide	Page)	will	be	recited	by	a	muathin	( نذؤم )	at	the	time	of	Dhuhr	prayer	and	again	when	theJumu’ah	service	is	about	to	begin.	The	athan	will	be	said	completely	in	Arabic	in	a	melodic	tone.	When
you	hear	the	athan,	you	should	repeat	the	same	words	silently,	except	when	themuathin	says	hayya	'alas-salah	or	hayya	'alal-falah,	you	should	silently	say	la	hawla	wa	la	quwata	illa	billah	(there	is	no	strength	or	power	except	from	Allâh,	SWT,	 ىلاعتو 	 هناحبس ).	You	can	optionally	recite	a	supplication	(du'a,	 ءاعد )	after	the	athan	is	recited	(there	will	be	enough	time	provided).2.
The	SermonAfter	the	athan,	the	sermon-giver	(khatib)	will	always	begin	the	sermon	(khutbah	-	 ةبطخلا ,	or	 ةعمجلا 	 ةبطخ )	with	the	words	al-hamd.	This	person	will	often	be	standing	on	a	slightly	raised	platform	called	a	minbar.	During	the	khutbah,	you	should	not	speak	with	others,	read	the	Qur’an,	eat,	or	do	anything	else	besides	listen	attentively.	The	sermon	is	not	unlike
Christian	Sunday	service.	During	the	sermon	there	will	be	stories	about	the	Prophet	(PBUH,	SAW,	 ملسو 	 هيلع 	 هللا 	 ىلص ),	other	Prophets	(AS,	 ملاسلا 	 مهيلع ),	lessons	about	life,	and	quotes	from	the	Qur’an	and	hadith.	The	khatib	may	have	a	tone	more	powerful	sounding	than	in	Christian	or	Jewish	services,	but	that	depends	on	the	khatib’s	personal	style.	In	most	American	mosques,
the	khutbah	will	be	said	in	English,	and	Qur’an	and	hadith	references	will	be	in	Arabic	and	then	translated	into	English.	Some	khatibs	deliver	the	khutbah	in	both	English	and	Arabic	interlaced.	Others	deliver	each	part	of	the	the	khutbah	in	two	pieces,	the	first	in	Arabic	followed	by	the	equivalent	version	in	English.	There	are	some	mosques	with
the	khutbah	completely	in	Arabic,	however.	Unlike	Christian	or	Catholic	service,	there	are	no	songs	sung	during	Jumu’ah	or	any	other	Islamic	service.	The	athan	and	the	prayer	will	be	recited	in	a	melodic	tone,	but	it	is	not	a	song.	Unlike	Catholic	services,	the	khutbah	does	not	involve	standing	and	kneeling	or	responding	vocally	to	the	sermon-giver	-	you	simply	need
to	sit	and	listen	attentively.	The	khutbah	will	be	broken	into	two	portions	(separated	by	a	10-30	second	break)	-	some	perceive	each	portion	to	represent	one	raka’at	of	the	dhuhr	prayer.	There	is	nothing	you	need	to	do	during	that	break,	except	you	can	recite	a	brief	du'a	of	your	choice.3.	A	Du'a	&	another	call	to	prayerThe	khutbah	concludes	with	a	du'a,	and	then
another	call	to	prayer,	the	iqama	( ةماقإ 	-	please	visit	our	Athan	&	Iqama	Guide	Page	for	information	about	the	iqama)	is	recited	to	summon	Muslims	to	line	up	for	the	beginning	of	the	prayer.	Do	not	stand	up	until	the	iqama	is	completed.	4.	The	prayerOnce	the	iqama	is	complete,	the	congregation	will	stand	up	and	walk	to	the	front	of	the	room	and	form	rows	lining	up
shoulder-to-shoulder.	If	you	are	not	a	Muslim,	or	do	not	feel	comfortable	yet	praying	with	the	group,	this	is	the	time	to	walk	to	the	back	of	the	room	where	you	will	remain	until	the	prayer	is	over.	If	you	are	a	Muslim	and	would	like	to	pray	with	the	group,	stand	up	and	line	up	with	the	rest	of	the	Muslims	in	your	room,	and	continue	adjusting	with	others	until	a	line	is
formed	with	no	gaps	between	people.	When	starting	a	new	line	behind	a	line	that	has	been	completed,	the	new	line	should	be	started	from	the	center	outward	(as	opposed	to	starting	to	build	the	line	from	one	end	inward	or	randomly	or	from	both	ends	until	they	meet)	with	the	first	two	people	forming	the	line	starting	at	the	spot	right	behind	the	imam.	This	is	the
case	for	any	Islamic	prayer	in	congregation.	After	about	a	minute	(giving	the	congregation	time	to	straighten	lines	and	prepare	themselves	for	the	prayer),	the	2	raka’at	for	the	Jumu’ah	prayer	will	begin.	Conduct	the	prayer	(please	visit	our	Prayer	Guide	Page	for	guidance	on	conducting	the	prayer),	guided	by	the	imam	leading	the	prayer,	and	performing	the	normal
physical	motions	of	the	prayer,	at	the	same	time	as	those	around	you	(immediately	following	the	imam	in	each	step).	Do	not	recite	the	prayer	out	loud.	The	imam	leading	the	prayer	will	not	recite	all	portions	out	loud,	but	will	provide	cues	as	to	when	it	is	time	to	conduct	the	next	portion	of	the	prayer.	Since	everyone	will	be	conducting	the	prayer	in	synchronization,
you	will	know	what	to	do	and	when	to	do	it.	When	the	prayer	is	complete,	some	people	may	continue	praying,	and	the	speaker	may	provide	general	announcements.	You	may	stand	up	and	leave	at	any	time,	but	take	care	again	to	not	cross	in	front	of	people	who	are	praying.	On	your	way	out	of	the	prayer	hall	and	the	mosque,	again	people	will	likely	greet	you
“Assalamu	Alaykum”	–	again	your	response	is	“Wa	Alaykum	As-Salam.”	You	can	introduce	yourself	to	other	people	of	the	same	gender.	This	is	a	great	opportunity	to	develop	your	support	network	of	Muslims.	And	they	will	likely	love	to	hear	your	conversion	story.	Some	mosques	in	the	United	States	videotape	Jumu’ah	so	people	can	watch	it	or	listen	to	it	live	from
home.	Women	can	watch	even	during	periods	of	menstruation.	However,	note	that	there	is	not	unanimous	agreement	among	experts	regarding	Jumu’ah	remotely	attended	from	home	to	be	in	lieu	of	and	exempt	one	from	the	Dhuhr	prayer.	Therefore,	if	you	listen	to	a	streaming	Jumu’ah,	it	is	safest	to	also	conduct	the	full	4-raka’at	Dhuhr	prayer.Additional
LinksMasjid	Survival:	5	Common	Scenarios	and	How	to	Handle	Them​	Mohammad	Ali	Shomali	This	series	is	based	on	a	nine	session	course	conducted	by	the	author	on	Community	Building	at	the	Islamic	Centre	of	England	in	London	in	2009.	Abstract	To	consider	a	group	of	people	a	successful	community	involves	specific	requirements	and	qualities.	Though	personal
identity	is	truly	important,	it	is	essential	for	a	community	to	likewise	have	an	identity	that	is	shared	by	other	members	of	the	same	group,	and	to	work	in	a	united	way	for	the	same	causes.	Regardless	of	whether	it	is	on	a	worldwide	or	lesser	scale,	establishing	a	community	is	becoming	more	and	more	vital	in	today's	day	and	age.	Indeed,	apart	from	possessing	the
task	of	purifying	the	people	and	educating	them	on	how	to	create	social	justice,	the	prophets	established	successful	communities.	Part	1	of	this	series	illustrates	on	the	importance	of	community-	building	in	the	Qur'an	and	Prophet	Muhammad's	efforts	to	put	it	into	practice.	Prioritized	qualities	that	ensure	a	dynamic	Islamic	community	will	also	be	expounded	on,
such	as	truthfulness,	trustworthiness,	persistence,	and	maintaining	a	healthy	balance	in	working	for	this	world	to	eventually	lead	to	a	blissful	hereafter.	Introduction	The	issue	on	how	to	establish	an	Islamic	Community	has	always	been	of	great	importance	but	is	especially	so	for	today,	whether	it	is	on	a	general	scale	in	the	worldwide	Islamic	community	or	on	a
smaller	scale	in	minority	Muslim	communities	in	non-Muslim	countries.	It	is	essential	for	us	to	know	the	qualities	and	characteristics	of	an	Islamic	Community	and	how	we	can	move	towards	establishing	it.	It	is	not	simply	the	case	that	when	we	have	a	number	of	Muslims	living,	working	or	worshipping	together	that	we	can	finally	call	it	an	Islamic	community.
However,	in	many	cases	this	is	actually	what	we	find:	a	group	of	Muslims	interacting	together	is	deemed	an	Islamic	community,	even	though	it	is	not.	As	we	will	explain,	a	community	must	be	a	very	unified	and	integrated	group	of	people	who	behave	like	one	body,	and	in	addition	to	his	or	her	own	personal	identity,	every	individual	should	have	an	identity	that	is
shared	with	other	members	of	the	community.	All	must	work	together	in	a	united	way	for	the	same	causes.	This	article	in	this	series	briefly	highlights	some	of	the	most	important	points	relating	to	this	issue,	which	will	then	be	further	elaborated	on	in	future	parts	of	the	series.	The	importance	of	community	in	the	Qur'an	From	an	Islamic	point	of	view	and	in
particular	from	a	Qur'anic	point	of	view,	the	development	of	community,	society,	or	nation	is	of	utmost	importance	rather	than	focusing	on	individuals.	The	Qur'an	gives	attention	to	every	person	as	each	one	is	unique	in	the	sight	of	Allah.	Allah	does	not	say	that	because	He	has	created	billions	of	people,	He	does	not	care	about	them	as	individuals.	Every	person
receives	attention	from	Allah	as	if	he	or	she	is	the	only	creature	of	God.	However,	relatively	speaking,	we	cannot	compare	the	significance	and	importance	of	society	and	community	with	that	of	individuals.	We	cannot	sacrifice	the	formation	or	development	of	a	community	in	the	interest	of	personal	gain.	We	do	not	want	to	sacrifice	or	ignore	the	needs	of	the	people,
though	at	the	same	time	we	must	not	forget	that	it	is	imperative	for	us	to	move	towards	establishing	a	community.	Given	the	many	signs	and	evidence	for	this,	we	shall	begin	with	considering	a	few	notions	and	then	gradually	build	upon	them.	In	the	Qur'an,	Allah	addresses	human	beings	collectively:	1.	When	reading	through	the	Qur'an	even	once,	it	is	crucial	to	ask
ourselves	who	exactly	Allah	is	addressing	when	He	talks	to	us.	Of	course,	sometimes	Allah	addresses	the	Prophet	himself	as	"Ya	ayyuhar-Rasool"	or	"Ya	ayyuhan-Nabi"	and	then	the	Prophet	delivers	the	message	of	Allah	to	us.	However,	when	Allah	wants	to	talk	to	us,	or	asks	his	Prophet	to	speak	to	us	on	His	behalf,	is	He	talking	to	each	and	every	person
independently	from	other	people,	or	is	Allah	primarily	focusing	on	the	community	as	a	whole?	There	are	approximately	200	cases	in	the	Qur'an	where	Allah	uses	the	word	'al-naas'	when	speaking	directly	to	the	people.	'Al	-naas'	can	mean	people,	a	group	of	people,	a	community,	a	society,	humanity,	or	mankind.	In	addition	to	these	cases,	sometimes	Allah	says	'Bani
Adam',	(the	children	of	Adam).	It	is	rare	that	Allah	talks	to	one	individual	person.	This	means	that	the	message	of	Islam	is	in	large	for	the	masses,	societies,	communities,	or	humanity	as	a	whole.	Even	the	word	'al-insan'	(human	being)	in	the	Qur'an	is	meant	in	a	general	sense	because	when	Allah	says	"Ya	ayyuhal-insan,"	He	is	not	referring	to	any	specific	person	-	He
is	once	again	addressing	the	general	public.	Furthermore,	the	cases	in	which	Allah	talks	about	'al-insan'	are	much	fewer,	about	80,	compared	to	the	200	cases	in	which	'al-naas'	is	mentioned.	2.	Secondly,	when	it	comes	to	the	community	of	the	faithful,	many	times	the	Qur'an	uses	the	expression	"O	those	who	believe"	or	"O	those	who	have	faith".	However,	as	far	as	I
remember,	we	do	not	have	a	case	in	which	Allah	says	"O	the	one	who	has	faith'.	Allah	always	addresses	us	in	the	plural	form.	3.	Regarding	our	daily	obligatory	prayers,	Allah	commands	us	to	recite	the	chapter	al-Hamd	-	The	Opening	-	in	every	first	and	second	units	(rak'at)	of	the	prayer.	In	this	chapter,	we	do	not	say	"I	worship	only	You..."	rather	we	say	"We	worship
only	You...."	and	then	we	say	"We	ask	and	seek	assistance	from	You"	-	in	the	plural	form.	We	can	make	requests	from	Allah	during	any	part	of	our	daily	prayers,	whether	we	are	in	bowing	or	prostrating,	and	especially	so	in	the	qunut;	but	if	we	are	going	to	ask	for	something,	it	is	better	to	ask	in	the	plural	form.	For	example,	in	the	qunut	we	usually	begin	our	prayers
with	"Rabbana"	(Our	Lord),	such	as	in	the	supplication,	"Our	Lord.	Grant	us	good	in	this	world	and	good	in	the	hereafter,	and	save	us	from	the	chastisement	of	the	fire."	(2:201)	When	we	conclude	our	prayer	we	say	"Assalaamu	'alayna..."	("May	Allah's	peace	be	with	us!")	not	"Peace	be	with	me."	This	is	the	outlook	of	a	person	who	belongs	to	a	community.	Thus,	the
Qur'an	is	clear	that	although	complete	respect	and	full	attention	are	given	to	people	as	individuals	who	are	indeed	the	building	bricks	that	make	up	the	community,	the	community	is	the	final	goal.	The	most	productive	conditions	for	nurturing	good	people	is	when	we	have	a	good	community.	The	task	of	the	prophets	in	the	Qur'an	To	purify	people	Regarding	the	task
of	the	prophets,	the	Qur'an	at	times	refers	to	individuals	and	sometimes	about	the	community.	The	purpose	of	the	prophets	and	indeed	all	the	Divine	Books	is	to	take	people	out	of	the	darkness	into	the	light.	For	example,	in	Surah	Maidah,	verses	15	and	16,	Allah	tells	the	People	of	the	Book:	O	People	of	the	Book!	Certainly	our	Apostle	has	come	to	you,	clarifying	for
you	much	of	what	you	used	to	hide	of	the	Book,	and	excusing	many	(an	offense	of	yours).	Certainly	there	has	come	to	you	a	light	from	Allah,	and	a	manifest	Book.	With	it	Allah	guides	those	who	follow	(the	course	of)	His	pleasure	to	the	ways	of	peace,	and	brings	them	out	from	darkness	into	the	light	by	His	will,	and	guides	them	to	a	straight	path.(5:15-16)	Moreover,
in	verses	2:151,	3:164,	and	62:2	Allah	speaks	of	the	Prophet's	task	as	purifying	the	people.	Thus,	the	individual	aspect	is	mentioned,	the	task	of	helping	each	and	every	person	to	move	towards	Allah	by	purifying	themselves	and	moving	from	darkness	into	light.	To	guide	people	to	establish	social	justice	However	at	the	same	time	Allah	says:	Certainly	We	sent	down
Our	Apostles	with	manifest	proofs	and	We	sent	down	with	them	the	Book	and	the	Balance,	so	that	mankind	may	maintain	justice...	(57:25)	The	prophets	were	sent	to	guide	so	that	people	can	establish	social	justice	and	equity.	It	is	noteworthy	that	Allah	does	not	say	He	sent	His	prophets	and	provided	them	with	the	Book	and	the	Balance	so	that	the	prophets	could
establish	justice.	On	the	contrary,	the	prophets	have	come	so	that	people	themselves	can	establish	justice.	It	is	the	role	of	the	people	with	the	help	of	the	prophets	to	establish	justice,	otherwise	people	would	probably	sit	back	and	expect	the	prophets	to	establish	justice	for	them,	and	then	they	would	simply	come	and	enjoy	and	benefit	from	it	once	it	was	established.
However,	the	Qur'an	states:	"Allah	would	not	change	our	affairs	unless	we	ourselves	decide	to	change	(13:11)."	If	we	want	to	develop	into	good,	pious,	and	prosperous	people,	we	cannot	relax	and	wait,	asking	and	expecting	Allah	or	the	Prophet	to	perform	miracles	for	us	to	make	achievements.	They	show	us	the	way	and	approach,	and	then	we	are	to	take	action.	To
establish	communities	From	the	beginning	of	their	mission,	every	prophet	had	two	goals	in	mind:	to	help	individuals	who	are	willing	to	become	good	and	move	from	darkness	into	the	light,	and	also	to	establish	a	community.	No	one	will	succeed	in	their	mission	unless	they	plan	to	establish	a	community.	Even	if	we	settle	and	spend	decades	reforming	and	training
individuals,	when	we	eventually	leave	that	place	or	even	die	there,	those	individuals	and	the	effect	they	have	will	gradually	disappear.	The	people	may	continue	to	exist	in	that	place	although	the	purpose	behind	the	movement	will	not	remain.	However,	if	good	people	are	found,	and	efforts	are	made	to	educate	and	train	them,	then	together	we	can	establish	a
community,	and	then	there	would	be	lasting	results.	This	is	what	the	prophets	bore	in	mind.	This	was	the	responsibility	they	were	given.	Every	prophet	either	came	to	establish	a	new	community	or	nation	or	instead	to	lead	and	guide	a	community	or	nation	that	was	already	established	although	they	were	facing	difficulties.	For	example,	there	were	many	prophets	of
the	Bani	Israel	(the	Children	of	Israel),	living	in	the	period	of	time	prior	to	the	advent	of	Prophet	Jesus,	and	it	was	even	the	case	that	sometimes	there	were	dozens	of	these	prophets	alive	at	the	same	time.	These	Prophets	strove	to	preserve	the	community	of	the	Bani	Israel	by	reminding	them	of	the	covenant	they	made	with	Allah	to	stop	them	from	deviating	and
becoming	scattered.	Thus,	whilst	some	prophets	founded	entirely	new	communities,	other	prophets	tried	to	preserve,	develop,	and	advance	existing	ones,	they	were	all	concerned	with	the	issue	of	community.	Prophet	Muhammad's	efforts	to	establish	a	fledgling	Islamic	community	Like	many	other	prophets,	Prophet	Muhammad	was	given	two	tasks.	Of	course,	either
of	these	two	can	be	divided	into	sub-tasks	but	essentially,	one	task	was	to	educate	and	train	individuals,	and	the	second	was	to	form	and	establish	a	community.	For	example,	when	the	Prophet	went	to	the	city	of	Yathrib,	later	known	as	Madinat	al-Nabi,	he	quickly	established	an	Islamic	community.	Moreover,	in	a	matter	of	only	10	years,	this	community	spread
nearly	all	over	the	Arabian	Peninsula;	and	in	a	matter	of	a	few	decades	it	spread	to	many	parts	of	the	world	until	today.	If	the	Prophet	had	not	followed	this	strategy	of	establishing	a	community	and	merely	focused	on	individuals,	he	could	not	have	achieved	what	he	did	in	forming	a	new	civilisation.	The	first	task	he	launched	in	Medina	was	a	community	centre	-	a
masjid.	A	masjid	is	the	House	of	Allah	and	simultaneously	the	house	of	the	people.	No	person	has	the	right	to	prevent	people	from	entering	this	House.	As	soon	as	a	building	is	consecrated	as	a	masjid,	it	becomes	the	property	of	the	entire	community.	Everyone	can	enter	it	and	benefit	from	it.	When	Allah	speaks	of	Masjid	al-Haram,	He	says:	Indeed	the	first	house	to
be	set	up	for	people	(nas)	is	the	one	at	Bakkah,	blessed	and	a	guidance	for	all	nations.	(3:96)	Upon	arrival	in	Medina,	the	Prophet	laid	the	foundations	of	Masjid	of	Quba	as	a	place	for	congregational	and	Friday	prayers	and	a	hub	for	the	Muslims	in	that	district.	Jum'ah	Prayer	is	very	much	related	to	the	community	because	we	believe	that	it	was	the	Sunnah	of	the
Prophet.	It	is	the	teaching	of	the	Ahlul	Bayt	that	Jum'ah	must	be	held	in	only	one	place	in	every	town.	Of	course,	if	the	town	is	large	with	a	specific	distance	between	the	two	places	of	prayer,	then	another	Jum'ah	Prayer	can	be	held,	but	Jum'ah	Prayer	cannot	occur	in	every	district	or	masjid.	People	can	perform	their	daily	prayers	in	their	local	masjid	or	in	the	main
central	masjid,	but	when	it	comes	to	Friday	Prayer	they	should	all	gather	in	one	place.	Thus,	in	Islam,	the	idea	of	coming	together	and	forming	the	community	is	crucial,	and	the	Prophet	did	this	from	the	beginning	by	establishing	a	masjid	and	leading	congregational	and	Friday	Prayers.	After	arriving	in	Madinah,	he	asked	each	Muslim	from	Madinah,	the	Ansar,	to	be
a	brother	to	a	Muslim	from	Mecca,	thus	forming	the	covenant	of	brotherhood	(al-ukhuwwah)	between	them.	Although	they	both	were	from	Mecca,	the	Prophet	remained	with	Imam	Ali	and	they	made	the	covenant	of	brotherhood	with	each	other.	Following	on	from	this,	he	made	great	efforts	to	establish	a	close-knit,	homogenous,	and	friendly	community.	The	need	to
provide	good	examples	of	Islamic	communities	Most	people	would	surely	be	interested	in	Islam	if	in	addition	to	having	good	individual	Muslims	we	were	able	to	show	the	world	that	we	have	two,	three,	or	four	full-fledged	Muslim	communities	meeting	the	Islamic	requirements.	Unfortunately,	it	seems	that	we	have	not	established	good	enough	examples	or	set	high
standards	to	set	as	a	model	for	other	communities.	Of	course	we	should	not	to	be	too	pessimistic	because	there	are	many	strengths:	good	individuals,	small	yet	progressive	groups,	and	in	some	parts	of	the	world	there	exists	some	forms	of	an	Islamic	nation	on	a	larger	scale.	However,	we	are	still	far	claiming	to	have	established	a	community	that	is	well-pleasing	to
Allah	and	His	Prophet	from	a	social	and	communal	point	of	view.	Therefore,	as	part	of	a	requirement	for	having	a	road	map,	it	is	essential	to	be	able	to	identify	and	clarify	the	signs	of	a	healthy	community.	When	can	we	claim	that	our	community	is	an	Islamic	community?	As	said	before,	it	is	not	a	matter	of	having	a	few	thousand	or	even	a	few	million	Muslims	and
then	claiming	it	a	Muslim	community.	The	same	way	every	person	is	to	wholeheartedly	embrace	and	implement	Islam	in	their	lives,	so	too	must	every	community	fully	embrace	and	implement	Islam	on	the	shoulders	of	individuals	who	have	already	fully	embraced	and	implemented	Islam	on	a	personal	basis.	For	example,	there	might	be	a	group	of	a	thousand	Muslims
living	as	a	minority	in	a	non-Muslim	country,	or	even	a	million	Muslims	living	in	a	Muslim	country,	all	believers	as	individuals	yet	as	a	community	are	like	non-believers	because	they	do	not	uphold	Islamic	social	values.	This	is	the	great	challenge.	Thanks	to	God,	throughout	the	ages	and	in	every	generation	we	have	had	good	people.	However,	we	have	mot	witnessed
the	same	success	regarding	establishing	full-fledged	Islamic	communities.	The	Prophet	managed	to	start	establishing	an	Islamic	Community,	but	the	time	was	too	short	and	there	were	many	challenges	externally	and	internally.	Unfortunately,	Imam	Ali	and	other	Imams	also	were	not	given	the	opportunity	to	do	so.	Indeed,	throughout	the	centuries	we	have	very	few
cases	of	a	community,	society,	state	or	nation	which	we	could	honestly	describe	as	an	Islamic	community,	nation,	or	state.	Even	many	Muslim	organisations,	parties,	and	movements	may	not	meet	the	standards	that	Islam	sets	up	for	such	communal	entities.	This	has	happened	not	because	Islam	is	negligent	regarding	the	social	aspect	of	life;	on	the	contrary,	Islam	is
clear	about	this.	Unfortunately	we	Muslims	have	sadly	neglected	this	important	aspect	of	Islam.	On	the	whole,	the	most	we	have	generally	done	has	been	to	take	care	of	our	own	personal	piety	and	looked	after	our	own	families.	And	throughout	the	greater	part	of	our	history,	those	in	power	such	as	the	Bani	Umayyad	and	Bani	Abbas	were	not	interested	in	a
comprehensive	Islamic	system	and	thus	had	no	interest	in	establishing	a	true	Islamic	community.	Some	qualities	of	a	true	Islamic	community	We	are	gravely	in	need	of	deciding	the	requirements	for	an	Islamic	community,	in	identifying	and	clarifying	the	signs	of	healthy	Muslim	community,	that	which	portrays	our	community	as	pleasing	Allah	on	a	collective,	rather
than	individual,	basis.	Truthfulness	and	trustworthiness	There	are	some	signs	which	indicate	that	a	believer	(mu'min)	is	healthy,	not	just	physically	but	religiously	and	spiritually	healthy.	For	example,	according	to	the	Ahlul	Bayt,	as	stated	in	our	hadiths,	if	you	want	to	know	whether	someone	is	really	a	believer	or	not	you	should	test	them	in	two	things:	Are	they
truthful	(sidq	al-hadith)?	and	do	they	keep	their	promises	(ada'	al-amanah)?	It	is	our	responsibility	to	care	for	and	return	to	the	owner	any	item	that	has	been	entrusted	to	us.	These	are	two	fundamental	signs	of	a	believer.	We	cannot	recognise	a	believer	by	looking	at	their	outward	appearance,	countless	prayers,	or	pilgrimages.	These	acts	are	undoubtedly
important,	though	to	really	test	whether	a	person	is	a	true	believer,	what	is	important	-	in	addition	to	other	signs	-	is	their	honesty	or	truthfulness,	and	reliability	or	trustworthiness.1	Persistence	Let	us	examine	one	idea	from	the	life	of	Prophet	Muhammad.	Among	the	many	aspects,	I	would	like	to	draw	your	attention	to	this	verse	where	Allah	tells	the	Prophet	in	the
chapter	Hud:	"So	be	steadfast,	just	as	you	have	been	commanded	-	[you]	and	whoever	has	turned	[to	Allah]	with	you	-	and	do	not	overstep	the	bounds.	Indeed	He	sees	best	what	you	do."	(11:112)	Allah	tells	the	Prophet	to	be	steadfast	and	to	persevere	on	the	right	path,	to	be	persistent,	as	he	is	commanded	by	Allah,	and	He	says	that	the	same	thing	applies	to
whoever	has	returned	to	Allah	with	the	Prophet.	This	means	that	it	is	the	responsibility	of	the	Prophet	and	his	followers	to	remain	persistent.	In	the	chapter	al-Shura,	verse	15,	a	slightly	similar	verse	is	stated:	So	summon	to	this	[unity	of	religion]	and	be	steadfast,	just	as	you	have	been	commanded	and	do	not	follow	their	desires...(42:	15)	The	verse	from	Hud	is	a
command	for	the	Prophet	and	his	followers,	whereas	in	Surah	Shura	it	is	a	command	solely	for	the	Prophet.	Regarding	this,	the	Prophet	said:	'The	Chapter	Hud	made	my	hair	turn	gray."	It	was	because	of	this	command	to	remain	persistent	along	with	his	followers.	Although	remaining	persistent	is	also	mentioned	in	the	Chapter	al-Shura,	the	Prophet	referred	only	to
the	verse	in	the	Chapter	Hud	as	causing	his	gray	hair.	Regarding	this,	the	late	Imam	Khomeini	wisely	remarked,	"It	was	not	a	challenge	for	the	Prophet	as	an	individual	to	remain	persistent;	rather	the	challenge	was	to	ensure	that	the	whole	community	remains	loyal."	This	is	the	challenge	of	leading	a	community.	Every	so	often	there	are	good	leaders	who	are	not
given	due	attention	and	are	not	followed.	The	Prophet	knew	that	ensuring	that	he	himself	as	well	as	the	Muslim	community	do	not	disperse	or	move	in	the	wrong	direction	was	a	real	challenge.	Right	direction,	right	path	In	the	Qur'an,	verse	142	of	the	Chapter	al-Baqarah	appears	in	the	middle	of	several	verses	on	the	change	in	the	Muslims'	direction	of	prayer,	the
qiblah.	In	the	early	days,	Muslims	faced	Jerusalem,	Bayt	al-	Muqaddas,	during	prayer.	However,	they	were	being	criticised,	blamed,	and	made	a	mockery	of	for	not	having	their	own	qiblah.	Then	Allah	asked	the	Prophet	while	in	Masjid	Qiblahtayn	in	Madinah,	to	change	the	direction	to	Mecca.	Related	to	the	change	of	qiblah,	Allah	says:	The	foolish	among	the	people
will	say,	'What	has	turned	them	away	from	the	qiblahh	they	were	following?'	Say,	'To	Allah	belong	the	east	and	the	west.	He	guides	whomever	He	wishes	to	a	straight	path'.	(2:142)	Those	who	did	not	understand	asked	the	Muslims	for	the	reason	for	the	change	of	direction,	and	consequently	were	told	by	Allah	to	say	that	it	does	not	matter	which	way	we	face	for
prayer	because	both	the	east	and	the	west,	and	indeed	everything,	belongs	to	Allah.	Immediately	after	that,	Allah	states	that	He	guides	those	with	whom	He	is	pleased	towards	the	Right	Path.	The	Right	Path	is	a	very	important	concept.	It	is	not	necessarily	a	physical	direction.	There	are	those	who	are	concerned	about	whether	they	should	face	East	or	West,	but
Allah	says	that	these	are	merely	physical	directions.	What	is	of	utmost	importance	is	your	direction	in	life.	It	is	not	as	important	which	way	your	body	faces,	if	your	whole	purpose	in	life	is	misdirected	and	disorientated.	Of	course,	someone	who	has	correctly	orientated	themselves	spiritually	also	tries	to	physically	face	the	direction	of	the	Holy	Land.	However,	there	is
little	or	no	benefit	in	being	concerned	with	the	physical	direction	when	the	entire	soul	is	deviated	from	the	way	of	Allah.	Although	the	Right	Path	is	an	important	spiritual	concept,	Allah	has,	however,	also	used	the	metaphor	that	the	Right	Path	is	neither	towards	East	nor	towards	West,	as	we	also	find	in	that	beautiful	Verse	of	Light,	in	the	chapter	The	Light	(al-
Noor),	where	Allah	says:	Allah	is	the	Light	of	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	The	parable	of	His	Light	is	a	niche	wherein	is	a	lamp-the	lamp	is	in	a	glass-the	glass	as	it	were	a	glittering	star-lit	from	a	blessed	olive	tree,	neither	eastern	nor	western,	whose	oil	almost	lights	up,	though	fire	should	not	touch	it.	Light	upon	Light.	(24:35)	The	oil	of	this	lamp	is	from	the	olive
tree.	Light	is	emitted	from	this	oil	because	it	is	so	transparent	and	glistening	that	even	without	lighting	it,	it	is	shining.	One	of	the	qualities	of	this	olive	tree	is	that	it	leans	neither	towards	the	East	nor	towards	the	West.	It	is	neither	eastern	nor	western.	Again	Allah	is	saying	that	the	East	and	the	West	both	belong	to	Him,	so	we	should	not	be	too	concerned	about
them;	what	is	of	utmost	importance	is	'Sirat	al-Mustaqeem'	-	the	Right	Path.	Balance,	moderation,	and	the	best	example	In	the	Chapter	The	Cow,	Allah	says:	"Thus	We	have	made	you	a	middle	nation	that	you	may	be	witnesses	to	the	people	and	that	the	Apostle	may	be	a	witness	to	you."	(2:143)	The	Arabic	word	'wasat'	means	balanced.	Sometimes	it	also	means
beautiful	but	beauty	is	also	related	to	balance;	if	there	is	no	balance	then	there	is	no	beauty	as	it	becomes	exaggerated	and	unrealistic	like	a	caricature	or	a	cartoon	drawing.	The	Islamic	way	of	life	is	made	balanced	by	Allah:	it	is	moderate	and	does	not	go	to	extremes.	This	is	'al-Sirat	al-Mustaqeem',	the	Right	Path.	If	we	turn	in	any	direction	that	would	be	eventually
causing	our	loss	of	balance	and	moderation,	then	we	are	distancing	ourselves	from	Islam.	Allah	has	made	us	into	a	nation	that	is	balanced	and	moderate.	Furthermore,	the	Islamic	community	must	endeavour	to	become	a	witness	and	set	standards	for	others.	If	people	want	to	know	how	to	best	look	after	their	elders,	we	should	set	the	best	example.	We	should
become	the	best	example	in	every	aspect	for	others	look	up	to	as	a	model:	how	to	raise	children,	care	for	the	poor,	create	jobs,	spend	their	leisure	time,	establish	social	welfare,	and	have	a	peaceful	life.	All	they	have	to	do	is	observe	our	communities	and	nations.	The	Prophet	is	our	example	whom	we	should	follow	and	become	examples	for	other	people.	This	is
different	from	racism,	from	saying	that	we	are	the	chosen	people	of	God	and	so	everyone	must	serve	and	worship	us.	Being	better	certainly	does	not	mean	that	your	life	is	more	important	than	others'	lives	or	that	your	blood	is	more	important	than	others'	blood	so	that	everyone	must	worship	and	serve	you.	Being	selected	in	Islam	is	for	those	who	have	been	given
the	responsibility	to	benefit	others.	Being	better	is	surpassing	others	in	benefitting	and	serving	people.	We	will	expand	on	this	later	when	discussing	the	verse	3:110.	Allah	has	made	us	a	balanced	and	moderate	nation	with	the	aim	of	becoming	witnesses	for	other	people,	while	the	Prophet	is	witness	over	us.	We	are	to	follow	the	example	of	our	Prophet	and
practically	demonstrate	his	teachings,	especially	in	our	community	life.	It	is	not	very	effective	or	helpful	if	we	merely	keep	telling	people	what	our	Prophet	said	regarding	care	for	children,	spouses,	strangers,	the	sick,	the	deprived	and	oppressed,	and	so	forth.	It	is	not	always	useful	to	verbally	repeat	the	teachings	of	our	Prophet.	It	is	through	modelling	his	teachings
of	looking	after	the	elderly,	the	deprived,	vulnerable	and	oppressed	people	that	we	can	exhibit	a	true	Islamic	community	that	we	encourage	and	nurture	closeness	and	intimacy	amongst	ourselves	because	this	is	what	our	Prophet	has	taught	us.	Balance	between	this	life	and	the	hereafter	Being	balanced	has	various	different	dimensions.	We	have	to	strike	a	balance
between	working	for	worldly	affairs	(dunya)	and	working	for	the	hereafter	(akhirah),	instead	of	sacrificing	one	of	them	for	the	sake	of	the	other.	We	cannot	merely	work	for	this	life	for	the	sake	of	a	healthy	and	prosperous	material	life	while	forgetting	about	our	eternal	life.	Similarly,	it	is	unacceptable	to	merely	work	for	our	hereafter	and	overlook	the	development	of
this	world	and,	for	example,	disregard	progress	in	science	and	technology.	A	Muslim	community	must	have	both.	This	is	mentioned	in	a	well-known	hadith	narrated	from	Imam	Hasan	which	begins	with:	"With	respect	to	your	life	in	this	world,	be	as	if	you	are	going	to	remain	here	forever."2	If	we	believe	we	will	remain	in	this	world	for	eternity,	we	would	do	our
utmost	to	achieve	the	best	in	all	aspects	of	life.	For	example,	with	respect	to	the	environment,	why	do	people	destroy	it	through	wastage	and	pollution?	Perhaps	they	think	that	since	they	are	only	going	to	live	on	this	planet	for	a	few	years	or	decades	then	the	environment	available	at	present	is	sufficient.	We	tend	to	disregard	what	will	happen	after	we	are	gone.	But
if	we	believed	that	we	will	remain	in	this	world	forever	then	we	would	surely	try	to	implement	a	sustainable	plan.	The	hadith	of	the	Imam	continues:	"And	with	respect	to	your	eternal	life,	to	the	hereafter,	imagine	as	if	you	are	going	to	die	tomorrow."3	If	we	believe	that	we	may	die	tomorrow,	we	would	not	postpone	anything	that	will	benefit	us	in	the	hereafter,	such
striving	to	be	good	and	repenting	to	Allah	for	our	wrongdoings.	Whether	as	individuals	or	collectively	as	a	community,	Muslims	must	strike	a	balance	between	working	for	development	in	this	world	and	for	happiness	in	the	next	life.	Conclusion	From	an	Islamic	point	of	view	each	person	is	very	important	and	unique	in	the	sight	of	Allah,	to	such	an	extent	that	Allah
says	if	you	give	life	to	one	person	it	is	as	if	you	have	given	life	to	all	humankind,	and	if	you	kill	one	person	it	is	as	if	you	have	killed	all	people.	However,	whilst	each	and	every	person	is	very	important,	the	community	and	the	society	are	extremely	significant.	Every	Prophet	held	the	task	of	purifying,	educating,	and	training	individuals,	while	simultaneously	working	to
either	establish	a	community	of	faithful	people	or	to	lead	and	move	forward	an	already	existing	community.	Jummah	is	a	congregational	petition	(ṣalāt)	that	Muslims	hold	each	Friday,	soon	after	twelve	rather	than	the	Zuhr	petition.	Muslims	supplicate	usually	five	times	every	day	as	per	the	sun’s	skyway	paying	little	mind	to	time	zones.	Abu	Hurayrah	(may	Allah	be
satisfied	with	him)	reported	that	‘Five	are	the	demonstrations	of	fitra	(normal	slant):	Circumcision	Evacuating	the	hair	underneath	the	navel	Trimming	the	mustache	Trimming	the	nails	Culling	the	hair	under	the	arms.	It	was	described	by	Abu	Sa’eed	al-Khduri	that	the	Prophet	(Sallallahu	ályhi	Wa	Sallam)	said:	“Whoever	reads	Soorat	al-Kahf	on	Friday,	he	will	be
illuminated	with	light	between	the	two	Fridays.”	(Narrated	by	al-Haakim;	classed	as	Saheeh	by	al-Albaani)	Don’t	MISS	The	Golden	Opportunity	!!	“There	is	a	special	hour	on	Friday,	during	which	all	prayers	are	accepted	and	answered	by	Allah,	all	Glory	and	Praise	be	to	Him.	This	is	part	of	the	blessings	that	Allah	has	blessed	this	day	with,	over	all	the	other	days	of
the	week.“On	this	day	there	is	a	time	when	no	Muslim	stands	and	prays,	asking	Allah	for	something,	but	Allah	will	grant	him	it”	–	and	he	gestured	with	his	hands	to	indicate	how	short	that	time	is.	[Bukhari	893	Muslim,	852]	It	was	described	by	Abu	Huraira	that	the	Messenger	of	Allah	(peace	be	upon	him)	specified	Friday	and	said:	“On	this	day	there	is	a	time	when
no	Muslim	stands	and	prays,	asking	Allah	for	something,	but	Allah	will	grant	him	it”	–	and	he	gestured	with	his	hands	to	indicate	how	short	that	time	is.	[Bukhari	893	Muslim,	852]	Ibn	Al-Qayyim	(Rahim	Ullah)	said	with	regards	to	the	correct	hour	of	Friday	amid	which	happens	is	after	the	Asr	petition	until	the	Maghrib	supplication	in	view	of	the	accompanying
hadith:	“Friday	has	twelve	hours	(or	part	of	it).	There	is	one	hour	during	which	if	a	Muslim	asks	Allah	anything,	Allah	will	give	it	to	him,	so	find	it	during	the	last	hour	after	Asr.”	{Abu	Dawud	&	An-Nasai}	Washing	up	and	refining	oneself	totally	by	watching	Ghusl	(great	bathing).	As	described	by	Abdullah	Canister	Umar	(R.A)	said:	“I	heard	the	Messenger	of	Allah,
PBUH	says:	‘When	one	of	you	wants	to	come	to	Jumu’ah,	let	him	perform	Ghusl.”	(Muslim)	Along	these	lines,	the	considerable	estimation	of	Friday	is	apparent	from	the	previously	mentioned	Hadith,	that	other	than	general	bathing,	one	likewise	needs	to	do	greater	bathing	while	showering.	Keep	in	mind	that	day	you	had	that	huge	occasion	and	you	invested	hours	in
the	restroom	cleaning	all	aspects	of	your	body	and	putting	each	kind	of	scent	on.	That	is	precisely	how	you	ought	to	get	ready	for	Jumuah!	Wash	up,	ensure	you	play	out	the	Sunan	Al-Fitra	from	trimming	nails,	expelling	hair	from	armpits	and	evacuating	pubic	hair,	putting	heaps	of	scent,	and	so	on.	Ensure	your	Jumuah	thobe	or	garments	are	perfect,	spotless,	and
squeezed	and	not	something	you	wore	2	days	prior	and	is	recolored	or	folded!	Additionally,	take	extraordinary	care	of	oral	cleanliness:	spend	the	suggested	4	minutes	brushing	your	teeth,	utilize	liquor-free	mouthwash,	miswak/siwak…	fundamentally,	get	squeaky	clean!	Described	Abu	Sa’id	Al-Khudr:	I	testify	that	Allah’s	Messenger	(Peace	and	blessings	be	upon
him)	said,	‘The	taking	of	a	bath	on	Friday	is	compulsory	for	every	Muslim	who	has	attained	the	age	of	puberty	and	also	cleaning	of	teeth	with	Siwak	and	using	perfume,	if	available’.	[Translation	of	Sahih	Bukhari]	No,	I	don’t	mean	10	minutes	before	the	Khateeb	enters	the	masjid,	yet	truly	early	–	like	two	or	three	hours	and	attempt	to	go	there	strolling	rather	if	the
masjid	isn’t	too	far.	Attempt	to	be	the	first	there	and	recollect	this	hadeeth:	Described	Abu	Hurairah:	Allah’s	Messenger	(Peace	and	endowments	be	upon	him)	said,’	When	it	is	Jumuah,	the	Angels	stand	at	the	gate	of	the	masjid	and	keep	on	writing	the	names	of	the	persons	coming	to	the	masjid	in	succession	according	to	their	arrivals.	The	example	of	the	one	who
enters	the	masjid	in	the	earliest	hour	is	that	of	one	offering	a	camel	(in	sacrifice);	the	one	coming	next	is	like	one	offering	a	cow,	and	then	a	ram;	and	then	a	chicken;	and	then	an	egg	respectively.	When	the	Imam	comes	out	(for	Jumu’ah	sermon)	they	(i.e.	Angels)	fold	their	papers	and	listen	to	the	sermon.	[Translation	of	Sahih	Al-Bukhari]”	Allaah	says	(interpretation
of	the	meaning):	“O	you	who	believe	(Muslims)!	When	the	call	is	proclaimed	for	the	Salaah	(prayer)	on	Friday	(Jumu‘ah	prayer),	come	to	the	remembrance	of	Allaah	[Jumu‘ah	religious	talk	(Khutbah)	and	Salaah	(prayer)]	and	leave	off	business	(and	every	other	thing).	That	is	better	for	you	if	you	did	but	know!”	[al-Jumu’ah	62:9]	It	was	narrated	from	Aws	ibn	Aws	that
the	Prophet	(peace	and	blessings	of	Allaah	be	upon	him)	said:	“The	best	of	your	days	is	Friday.	On	that	day	Adam	(peace	be	upon	him)	was	created;	on	that	day	he	died;	on	that	day	the	Trumpet	will	be	blown,	and	on	that	day	all	of	the	creation	will	swoon.So	send	a	lot	of	blessings	upon	me,	for	your	blessings	will	be	shown	to	me.”	They	said,	“O	Messenger	of	Allaah,
how	will	our	blessings	upon	you	be	shown	to	you	when	you	have	turned	to	dust?”	He	said,	“Allaah	has	forbidden	the	earth	to	consume	the	bodies	of	the	Prophets,	peace	be	upon	them.”	Narrated	by	Abu	Dawood,	1047;	classed	as	Saheeh	by	Ibn	al-Qayyim	in	his	comments	on	Sunan	Abi	Dawood,	4/273;	classed	as	Saheeh	by	al-Albaani	in	Saheeh	Abi	Dawood,	925.
Strolling	towards	the	mosque,	as	it	results	in	the	achievement	of	gifts	on	one	stage	and	the	pardoning	of	sins	on	another.	Abu	Hurairah	(R.A)	portrayed	Hazrat	Muhammad	(PBUH)	talking	as:	He	who	purifies	(performs	Wudu’)	himself	in	his	house	and	then	walks	to	one	of	the	houses	of	Allah	(mosque)	for	performing	an	obligatory	Salat,	one	step	of	his	will	wipe	out
his	sins	and	another	step	will	elevate	his	rank	(in	Jannah).”	(Muslim)	“Whoever	says	to	his	friend	while	Imam	is	delivering	Khutbah	on	Friday	“keep	quiet”	also	commit	an	absurdity.”	(Muslim	and	Bukhari)	Subscribe	to	our	channels	on	WhatsApp,	Google	News,	Facebook	and	Instagram.	Subscribe	to	get	the	latest	posts	sent	to	your	email.




