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Last	three	books	of	torah

I	have	never	felt	comfortable	with	that	sort	of	thing.	Deuteronomy,	on	the	other	hand,	is	presented	as	a	series	of	speeches	by	Moses	and	it	includes	a	mixture	of	history,	prophecy,	and	law.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	We	especially	see	those	related	to	the	priesthood	and	the	sacrificial	system.	In	critical
scholarship,	we	attribute	the	creation	account	in	Genesis	1	to	the	Priestly	source	(P).	Here's	the	thing	that	…	The	Hebrew	Bible	is	organized	into	three	main	sections:	the	Torah,	or	“Teaching,”	also	called	the	Pentateuch	or	the	“Five	Books	of	Moses”;	the	Neviʾim,	or	Prophets;	and	the	Ketuvim,	or	Writings.	It	contains	the	Five	Books	of	Moses,	which	are	also	known	as	the
Pentateuch.	These	books	are	further	divided	into	five	categories:	the	Pentateuch,	the	Historical	books,	the	Poetical	books,	the	Major	Prophets,	and	the	Minor	Prophets.	The	Hebrew	word	for	“torah”	comes	from	the	root	word	**t**r*h,	which	means	instruction,	teaching,	or	law.	So	what	exactly	is	Sefer	Devarim,	and	why	is	it	called	Mishneh	Torah?	Gen	3:14	...you’ll	go	on
your	belly	and	eat	dust...	(Leviticus	26:46)“The	law”	can	refer	to	the	covenant	in	general,	but	you’ll	also	find	references	to	“laws”	within	the	law.	When	Samuel	comes	to	Israel,	they	make	an	important	historical	shift	from	being	a	religious	society	to	a	monarchy.	This	type	of	pact	was	known	in	those	days	as	a	covenant,	which	was	a	common	kind	of	agreement	in	the
ancient	Near	East.A	covenant	is	similar	to	a	contract	or	a	treaty.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	The	specific	terms	of	that	covenantThese	are	the	decrees,	the	laws	and	the	regulations	that	the	Lord	established	at	Mount	Sinai	between	himself	and	the	Israelites	through	Moses.	Torah	(the	study	of	the	law,	also	known	as
the	Pentateuch),	Nevi*im	(the	prophethood),	and	Ketuvim	(the	writing)	are	the	three	divisions	of	the	Torah.	So	the	Torah	ended	with	Moses:	with	his	story,	with	his	writing,	and	with	the	account	of	his	death.	The	important	thing	to	remember	is	that	they	believed	that	these	practices	separated	them	from	the	surrounding	nations	of	the	ancient	Near	East	and	reflected	how
their	God	is	separate	from	the	gods	of	the	other	nations.3.	The	part	of	Scripture	that	records	that	covenantNot	only	does	“the	law”	refer	to	the	stipulations	of	the	covenant	and	the	covenant	itself,	but	it’s	also	used	to	refer	to	the	work	of	the	Bible	that	tells	the	story	of	the	covenant.	Israelites	couldn’t	worship	other	deities,	and	because	God’s	temple	was	in	their	midst,	the
people	maintained	a	degree	of	ritualistic	purity.Love	and	respect	for	other	humans.	Capital	T	(the	Hebrew	word	for	Bible)	is	the	first	of	the	five	books.	In	my	work	I	date	this	source	to	the	period	of	King	Hezekiah	(circa	700	BCE),	though	most	biblical	scholars	date	it	to	a	later	period,	during	or	after	the	Babylonian	exile	(6th	century	or	later).	On	the	contrary.	The	Torah
doesn’t	end	with	the	end	—	the	conclusion,	the	fulfillment,	the	denouement	of	the	story.	Israelites	were	expected	to	show	generosity	toward	marginalized	people,	execute	justice	for	both	the	rich	and	the	poor,	and	not	bring	shame	on	each	other.The	specific	reasons	why	certain	laws	exist	can	be	nebulous.	Here's	the	thing	that	mainly	connects	them:	All	the	books	of	the
Torah	have	traditionally	been	attributed	to	Moses,	who	is	the	leading	character	in	four	of	them,	excluding	Genesis.	And	so	in	the	book	of	Nehemiah,	when	the	entire	Torah	is	read	to	the	people	(for	the	first	time	in	history,	I	believe),	the	description	of	what	follows	is	about	the	people’s	taking	actions	to	fulfill	its	laws	(Nehemiah	8-10).	But,	even	with	Moses’	gift	of	prophecy,
no	one	had	reason	to	suggest	that	he	wrote	any	of	the	events	of	the	book	of	Joshua.	There	are	24	books	in	the	Torah,	the	Jewish	sacred	text.	And	that	word,	too,	first	occurred	in	Genesis	1,	where	God’s	wind	hovers	over	the	waters,	and	it	hasn’t	occurred	again	in	the	Torah	until	here.	greatest	feat	…	Short	Answer:	The	last	three	books	Leviticus,	Numbers,	and
Deuteronomy,	are	similar	in	the	sense	that	they	all	talk	about	and	contain	laws	and	commandments.	If	they	don’t,	God	will	remove	his	protection,	and	Israel	won’t	be	able	to	keep	their	land.	When	we	read	the	books	of	Kings,	we	see	that	God	is	faithful	to	His	people.	These	were	the	prophets	who	lived	at	the	very	end	of	the	age	of	prophecy	(after	their	deaths,	there	have
been	no	…	You’ve	likely	heard	them	called:The	Torah,	which	comes	from	the	Hebrew	word	for	“law”The	Pentateuch,	which	comes	from	a	means	“five-book	work,”	or	“five-fold	book”The	Books	of	Moses	(also	“the	Book	of	Moses,”	or	simply	“Moses”),	who’s	traditionally	credited	as	the	primary	source	of	these	booksThe	Law	of	Moses,	a	blend	of	the	first	and	third
namesEach	of	these	books	has	their	own	structure	and	story	to	tell,	but	right	now	we’re	going	to	zoom	out	to	look	at	the	whole	work	of	the	Torah.Click	to	zoom.What	does	“Torah”	mean?The	Hebrew	word	torah	means	“law,”	or	“regulations.”	And	if	you’re	at	all	familiar	with	these	books,	that’s	almost	all	the	explanation	you	need.	But,	whatever	the	reason,	the	result	was
the	magnificent	song	that	looks	forward	and	draws	us	back.	That	word,	too,	first	occurred	in	Genesis	1,	in	the	creation	account,	in	which	the	initial	state	of	the	earth	is	ובהו	תהו,	and	it	hasn’t	occurred	again	in	the	Torah	until	here.	Like	the	recent	film	Lincoln	ending	with	Lincoln	still	alive	—	and	showing	him	leaving	for	the	theatre	—	we	don’t	have	to	feel	disappointed	that
it	didn’t	show	what	we	all	know	happened	next.	They’re	interspersed	throughout	Numbers,	and	Deuteronomy	groups	them	in	the	middle.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	It	doesn’t	end	with	Israel’s	arrival	in	the	land.	According	to	Proverbs,	it	is	necessary	for	the	reader	to	have	wisdom,
justice,	and	righteousness	in	his	decision-making.	As	is	well-known,	most	English	translations	of	the	Hebrew	Bible	render	the	word	Torah	itself	(rightly	or	wrongly)	as	“law”;	this	understanding	has	a	noble	pedigree,	dating	at	least	to	the	Greek	translation	of	the	Bible,	where	torah	is	translated	as	nomos,	Greek	for	law.	According	to	the	Hebrews,	Genesis,	Exodus,	Leviticus,
Numbers,	and	Deuteronomy	are	the	first	five	books	in	the	Old	Testament.	(Exodus	24:3–4)That	covenant	agreement	is	known	throughout	the	rest	of	the	Bible	as	“the	law.”2.	If	the	vassal	kept	the	rules,	then	they	could	enjoy	being	in	the	suzerain’s	good	graces.	It	is	written	in	Hebrew,	with	no	vowels	or	punctuation,	and	is	a	parchment	scroll.	Moses	The	Torah	came	to	be
ascribed	to	the	hand	of	Moses	himself.	The	Old	Testament	contains	39	books,	divided	into	five	sections.	Laws	about	cleanliness:	Leviticus	chapters	11-15	->	Numbers	19	Laws	about	festivals:	Leviticus	23	->	Numbers	28-29	Laws	about	blasphemy:	Leviticus	24:10-23	->	Deuteronomy	13:1-18	Laws	about	disobedience:	Leviticus	26	->	Deuteronomy	28	Laws	about	the
priesthood:	Leviticus	8-10	->	Numbers	3-4	In	conclusion:	while	the	laws	in	Leviticus,	Numbers,	and	Deuteronomy	have	many	similarities	in	content	and	often	can	expand	on	each	other	in	certain	areas,	they	also	stand	as	their	own	separate	entities	within	the	Torah.	Take	this	for	example,	in	Leviticus	and	Deuteronomy:	Moses	restates	many	of	the	social	laws	and	rules	of
conduct	outlined	in	Leviticus,	adding	a	few	new	laws,	such	as	the	requirement	for	the	Israelites	to	cancel	debts	every	seven	years.	Each	book	contains	a	detailed,	three-minute	guide	that	provides	a	high	level	overview	of	what	it	is	all	about.	But	that	merger	of	law	code	and	history	ends	in	Deuteronomy.	The	people	are	still	on	the	journey.	How	Many	Books	Do	Torah	Have?
It	was	more	powerful	precisely	because	we	didn’t	see	it	but	we	knew	it.	It	ends	looking	to	the	whole	future	of	the	people	of	Israel	—	really	to	the	whole	future	of	the	world.	And	in	verse	24	the	song	refers	to	crawlers	(or	serpents)	of	the	dust	( רָפָע 	 יֵלחֲֹז ),	which	sounds	like	nothing	so	much	as	the	curse	on	the	snake	in	Eden	in	Genesis	3:	 לַכאֹתּ 	 רָפָעְו 	 ְךֵלֵת 	 ָךְנֹחְּג 	 לַע 	... די 	ג: תישארב ...	The	partnership
between	God	and	IsraelHumans	make	modern	laws	to	maintain	social	order.	But	the	Torah	isn’t	about	legislation;	it’s	about	allegiance.	That	word	first	occurred	in	Genesis	1,	in	the	creation	account,	and	it	doesn’t	occur	again	in	the	Torah	until	here	near	the	Torah’s	end.	And	when	we’ve	read	it	many	times,	and	we’ve	become	clearer	and	clearer	about	our	past,	then,	like
God	(imitatio	Dei),	we’ll	be	better	equipped	to	see	what	our	future	will	be.	So	the	Torah	ends	where	the	law	ends:	with	Deuteronomy.	The	first	five	books	of	the	Bible	(Genesis,	Exodus,	Leviticus,	Numbers,	and	Deuteronomy)	form	one	unified	group,	which	goes	by	several	names.	The	five	sections	are	the	Pentateuch	(five	books),	the	Historical	books	(eight	books),	the
Poetic	books	(five	books),	the	Prophetic	books	(eight	books),	and	the	last	book	is	called	the	Torah’s	Conclusion.	They’re	the	directions	for	setting	up	an	acceptable	place	of	worship.	The	Torah	is	divided	into	five	sections,	with	each	section	containing	a	different	number	of	books.	It	is	composed	of	these	many	things,	but	in	certain	ways	the	law	stands	out	—	so	much	so	that
Rashi’s	famous	first	comment	on	the	Torah	was:	why	does	it	start	with	the	story	of	creation	instead	of	starting	directly	with	the	first	law	to	Israel,	which	doesn’t	come	until	Exodus	12.	Ezekiel	predicts	that	the	Temple	will	be	destroyed	in	Jerusalem	and	that	Judah	will	face	judgment.	(That’s	the	story	of	the	Tower	of	Babel.)	The	ancient	Israelites	believed	that	each	nation
was	assigned	their	own	pantheon	of	spiritual	beings	(“gods”)	to	seek	protection	and	provision	from.	At	the	start	of	the	Bible,	God,	the	humans,	and	the	rest	of	the	spiritual	beings	are	at	peace	with	one	another.However,	rebellion	breaks	out,	and	at	least	one	spiritual	rebel	(called	“the	serpent”)	tempts	humans	to	rebel	against	God’s	order—instead	choosing	what’s	right
and	wrong	for	themselves.	The	lesser	kings,	called	vassals,	would	swear	allegiance	to	the	greater	king,	called	the	suzerain.	The	vassals	would	maintain	their	own	national	identity	and	a	degree	of	autonomy,	and	would	depend	on	the	economic	opportunities	and	military	protection	provided	by	the	suzerain.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that
suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	The	final	three	books	of	The	Twelve	are	Chagai,	Zechariah	and	Malachi.	The	following	sections	of	the	Torah	are	referred	to	as	books	of	the	book	of	Joshua,	Genesis,	Exodus,	Leviticus,	Numbers,	Deuteronomy,	and	the	Book	of	Mormon.	It	doesn’t	look	to	Joshua.	What	does	this	mean	—	that	instead	of	directing	us	forward	to
Joshua,	Moses’	song	directs	us	back	to	the	beginning,	to	parashat	bereshit?	It	is	introduced	in	the	preceding	parashah	as	a	witness	for	Israel	in	some	distant	future	(Deut	32:19-21).	This	is	where	the	prophet	Moses	introduces	the	people	of	Israel	to	the	Ten	Commandments,	along	with	a	host	of	other	“thou	shalts”	and	“thou	shalt	nots.”		If	you’re	reading	the	Bible	in
English,	you	won’t	find	the	word	“Torah”	used—instead,	you’ll	mostly	just	see	the	phrase,	“the	law.”But	this	isn’t	the	kind	of	law	that	we’re	used	to	thinking	of	today.	If	the	vassal	broke	the	rules—and	especially	if	the	vassal	betrayed	the	suzerain	and	helped	the	suzerain’s	enemies—they	would	be	punished	and	cursed.In	a	similar	fashion,	God	himself	assumes	the	role	of
the	suzerain	in	the	Torah.	According	to	Job,	God	makes	decisions	based	on	wisdom	rather	than	power	or	money.	A	couple	of	scriptures	that	add	onto	each	other	might	include:	Laws	about	sacrifices:	Leviticus	chapters	1-7	->	Numbers	15:1-16.	But	Moses’	song	in	ha’azinu	is	almost	certainly	older	than	these	texts	by	almost	any	critical	scholar’s	reckoning.	They	are	grouped
together	in	the	order	they	appear	in	Bibles.	Instead,	ha’azinu	looks	back	to	Genesis!	Look:	In	verse	2	Moses’	song	refers	to	vegetation	(Hebrew	דשא).	The	Three	Sections	Of	The	Torah	The	Torah	is	divided	into	three	sections:	Nevi’im	(Prophets),	Ketuvim	(Writings),	and	Deuteronomistic	History.	Now,	in	terms	of	the	Torah’s	sources	in	critical	scholarship,	how	in	the	world
did	this	happen?	This	God	was	in	charge	of	both	the	physical	and	the	metaphysical	realms	(earth	and	heaven)	and	their	inhabitants.	Deut	32:20	...I’ll	see	what	their	future	[not	their	“end”]	will	be...	(Deuteronomy	4:19–20;	32:7–9)“I	will	make	you	[Abraham]	into	a	great	nation,	and	I	will	bless	you	[…]	and	all	peoples	on	earth	will	be	blessed	through	you.”	(Genesis	12:3–4)
Short	Answer:	The	last	three	books	Leviticus,	Numbers,	and	Deuteronomy,	are	similar	in	the	sense	that	they	all	talk	about	and	contain	laws	and	commandments.	In	verse	10	the	song	refers	to	a	formless	place	(Hebrew	תהו).	It	implies:	Start	over.	Moses	dies.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is
permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	In	the	book	of	Lamentations,	God	is	praised	for	his	people’s	faithfulness	despite	the	fall	of	Jerusalem.	In	the	Hebrew	Bible,	there	is	a	Torah,	a	Nevi’im	(Prophets),	a	Ketuvim	(writers),	and	a	Deuteronomistic	History.	Make	sure	you	read	through	the	books	yourself	if	you	don’t	already	have	them.	It	reminds	us	of	creation:
what	started	with	תהו	can	culminate	in	a	bright	future.	A	Pentateuch	(literally	five	books)	contains	the	same	number	of	books	as	the	Torah.	But	this	idea	is	very	problematic.	While	the	first	five	books	of	the	Bible	were	individual	scrolls	themselves,	they	still	constitute	one	general	work—which	the	Jews	and	Christians	call	“the	Torah.”Summary	of	the	PentateuchThe	Torah	is
a	five-book	work,	each	book	serving	its	purpose	to	make	the	whole.	Read	the	Torah	again.	[2]	Leviticus	primarily	focuses	on	religious	laws	and	rituals.	Some	scholars	like	to	solve	all	their	enigmas	by	reference	to	an	unknown,	omnipotent	editor	(redactor),	who	changed	texts.	The	first	three	terms	that	resurface	here	come	from	Genesis	1.	That	kind	of	stuff.You’ll	find	these
throughout	the	last	half	of	Exodus,	and	Leviticus	is	almost	entirely	these	lists	of	regulations.	How	Many	Books	In	The	Torah	Photo	by:	website-files.com	The	Torah	is	the	central	and	most	important	text	of	Judaism.	Photo	by:	overviewbible.com	There	are	24	books	in	the	Hebrew	Bible,	also	known	as	the	Tanakh.	Rashi,	the	most	classic	of	Jewish	commentators,	tells	us	“none
of	the	above.”	Moses’s	Moses’s	greatest	feat	was	also	his	most	outrageous.	The	mighty	suzerain	got	tribute	and	taxes	from	the	vassal—not	to	mention	the	bragging	rights	of	another	kingdom	under	their	authority.These	covenants	usually	included	rules	for	the	vassal	to	follow.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	The	book	of
Joshua	is	not	about	giving	law.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	In	fact,	scholars	who	viewed	the	Torah	in	terms	of	its	sources	saw	two	main	sources	(known	in	critical	scholarship	as	J	and	P)	continuing	into	Joshua.	Things	get	violent,	and	eventually	God	divides
the	human	and	spiritual	worlds	into	nations.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	The	sages	of	the	Talmud	referred	to	Devarim	by	an	alternative	name	—	Mishneh	Torah	—	generally	understood	to	mean	“review”	or	“repeat”	of	the	previous	four	books,
implying	that	Devarim	contains	a	summary	of	the	rest	of	the	Torah,	presented	by	Moshe	before	he	died.	When	a	person	says	“I	live	my	life	according	to	Torah,”	people	normally	understand	him	or	her	to	mean	mainly	that	he	or	she	follows	its	laws	—	not	that	he	or	she	sings	the	Song	of	Miriam	daily	or	that	he	or	she	is	dedicated	to	fight	against	anyone	who	would	doubt
that	the	world	began	with	two	naked	people,	two	magic	trees,	and	a	talking	snake.	It	is	embedded	in	history.	And	the	Genesis	text	about	the	snake’s	being	cursed	to	eat	dust	is	attributed	to	the	source	J,	which	I	date	to	the	period	of	the	divided	kingdoms	of	Israel	and	Judah	(922	to	722	BCE),	though	some	scholars	date	J	much	later.	This	fact	led	some	of	the	early	modern
critical	scholars	to	speak	of	a	six-book	work,	a	Hexateuch,	Genesis–Joshua,	instead	of	a	Pentateuch,	Genesis–Deuteronomy.	The	final	book	of	the	Torah,	Sefer	Devarim,	differs	extensively	from	the	previous	four	books.	And	it	reminds	us	of	Eden,	where	eternal	life	was	lost,	but	now	Moses	says	about	the	Torah	after	his	song	here:	 ּיחַ םֶכיֵ 	 אּוה 	 יִּכ 	 םֶּכמִ 	 אּוה 	 קֵר 	 רָבדָ 	 אֹל 	 יִּכ 	 זמ : בג 	 םירבד ...	In	it,	God	explicitly
says:	 םָתיִרחֲאַ 	 המָ 	 האְֶראֶ 	... :כ בל 	 םירבד ...	PARSHAT	DEVARIM	2019	–	SOURCE	SHEETDownload	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	If	Israel	keeps	God’s	rules	(his	law),	they	will	enjoy	his	guidance	and	protection	in	a	land	of	their	own.	Much	of	the	narrative	and	law	contained	elsewhere	in	the	Torah	is	absent	in
Devarim,	and	there	is	plenty	of	material	in	Devarim	that	appears	nowhere	else.	These	are	the	foundation	of	Jewish	law	and	belief,	and	tell	the	story	of	the	Jewish	people	from	their	creation	to	their	time	in	the	desert.	Some	traditionally	suggested	that	Joshua	may	have	written	the	last	chapter	of	Deuteronomy.	So	why	does	the	Torah	end	at	Deuteronomy?	Daniel	encourages
us	to	believe	that	God’s	kingdom	will	triumph	over	governments	that	have	turned	violent.	The	Torah	was	“The	Five	Books	of	Moses.”	The	book	of	Joshua	simply	did	not	participate	in	that	prior	text.	Here’s	the	primary	contents	of	each	book,	and	how	each	contributes	to	the	overall	work	of	the	Law	of	Moses.1.	GenesisGenesis	(full	summary	here)	gives	the	general	backstory
of	the	Torah,	setting	up	a	few	key	dynamics	in	the	cosmos.	Israel	agrees	to	these	terms,	and	the	covenant	of	the	law	is	enacted.When	Moses	went	and	told	the	people	all	the	LORD’s	words	and	laws,	they	responded	with	one	voice,	“Everything	the	LORD	has	said	we	will	do.”	Moses	then	wrote	down	everything	the	LORD	had	said.	So,	near	Torah’s	end,	ha’azinu	has	God
saying	in	Moses’	song,	“I’ll	see	what	their	future	will	be.”	But	it	doesn’t	proceed	into	the	account	of	that	future.	When	the	writers	of	the	Bible	mention	“the	law,”	they’re	usually	referring	to	one	of	two	things:1.	What	Are	The	24	Books	In	The	Hebrew?	[see	this	previous	question]	So,	while	they	are	distinct	books	with	distinct	differences,	they	dovetail	in	many	ways,
especially	being	that	Moses	is	the	leading	figure	in	four	of	them.	But	whether	the	story	is	read	through	its	sources	or	is	read	holistically	(and	holy-istically?!)	in	the	traditional	way,	the	story	really	culminates	in	Joshua	—	with	Abraham’s	descendants	settling	in	the	land	and	beginning	their	life	there	—	not	in	Deuteronomy.	And	when	you	arrive	back	to	this	point	in	a	year
(or	three),	start	over	and	read	it	again.	The	second	book	of	the	Torah,	Exodus,	tells	the	story	of	how	God	made	a	pact	between	the	nation	of	Israel	and	himself:	he	would	be	their	god,	and	they	would	be	his	people.	Law	The	Torah	contains	prose,	poetry,	and	law,	as	well	as	lists,	records,	and	genealogies.	The	Torah	contains	the	stories	of	creation,	the	Exodus	from	Egypt,
and	the	lives	of	the	Patriarchs,	while	the	Nevi’im	contain	the	books	of	the	prophets	who	foretold	the	coming	of	the	Messiah.	Indeed,	it	says	right	at	its	beginning	that	the	Torah	is	already	given	and	is	meant	to	be	followed	(Josh	1:7-8).	There	is	no	reason	to	think	that	an	editor	took	out	a	stylus	and	a	manuscript	of	the	Torah	and	added	four	words	from	Genesis	here	and
there	in	Deuteronomy	to	produce	a	literary	inclusio.[1]	Even	sheer	chance	is	a	more	likely	explanation	than	that.	These	books	are	divided	into	three	sections:	the	Torah	(the	first	five	books),	the	Nevi’im	(the	Prophets),	and	the	Ketuvim	(the	Writings).	With	the	Torah,	we	know	that	the	promises	of	Genesis	will	be	realized	later	in	the	accounts.	Joshua	and	the	rest	of	the
Hebrew	Bible	that	follows	do	not	generally	give	any	more	laws	(with	the	strange	possible	exception	of	portions	of	Ezekiel,	but	that	is	a	topic	for	another	day).	Scholars	have	made	all	kinds	of	arguments	for	why	the	ancient	Jews	believed	pork	and	mixed	fabrics	were	off-limits.	They’re	the	rules	about	food,	sex,	clothing,	and	justice.	Deut	32:47	It’s	not	an	empty	thing	for
you,	because	it’s	your	life...TheTorah.com	is	a	501(c)(3)	nonprofit	organization.We	rely	on	the	support	of	readers	like	you.	The	Tanakh	is	the	Hebrew	word	for	the	first	letter	of	the	names	of	the	three	sections	of	the	Hebrew	Bible:	the	Torah,	the	Nevi’im,	and	the	Kethuvim.	Here	are	answers	from	critical	and	traditional	perspectives.	In	ancient	times,	some	kingdoms	would
become	powerful	enough	to	exert	their	authority	beyond	their	own	borders.	The	fulfillment	of	what	was	promised	to	the	patriarchs	begins	in	the	next	book,	Joshua.	Or	it	may	be	that	the	Song	of	Moses	was	sufficiently	famous	—	that	it	actually	was	sung	in	Israel	—	that	it,	consciously	or	unconsciously,	impacted	on	the	Genesis	prose	authors’	choice	of	images	and	wording.
The	ancient	Israelites	believed	that	their	God	called	the	world	out	of	chaos,	and	filled	it	with	plants,	animals,	and	people.	No	warranties	are	given.	In	verse	11	the	song	refers	to	a	bird’s	hovering	(Hebrew	ירחף).	Please	support	us.	The	Ketuvim	contain	a	variety	of	writings,	including	wisdom	literature,	psalms,	and	apocalyptic	literature.	Though	scholars	have	questioned
that	doctrine	in	recent	centuries,	the	fact	remains	that	for	a	couple	of	millennia	it	was	treated	as	a	fact	in	normative	Judaism.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Traditional	and	critical	perspectives	on	the	ending	of	the	Torah.The	Torah	ends	with	the	people	so	close	they	can	see	the	Promised	Land,	but
their	arrival	there	is	in	the	future.	How	Many	Books	In	The	Old	Testament	There	are	a	total	of	39	books	in	the	Old	Testament.	He	rescues	the	nation	of	Israel	from	Egypt,	and	offers	to	partner	with	them	in	a	covenant.	Photo	by:	arielcongregation.org	The	English	Bible	contains	the	following	five	books:	Be-reshit,	Shemot,	Va-yikra,	Be-midbar,	and	Devarim,	all	of	which
reference	Genesis,	Exodus,	Leviticus,	Numbers,	and	Deuteronomy.	So	how	did	it	come	to	have	these	allusions?	The	first	five	books	of	the	Hebrew	Bible	(Old	Testament),	also	known	as	the	Law	(or	Pentateuch	in	Christianity),	are	referred	to	as	Torah.	These	kings	would	come	across	smaller,	lesser	nations	or	city-states	and	strike	up	alliances	with	them.	It	is	written	in
Hebrew	without	vowels,	punctuation,	or	musical	notation	and	consists	of	a	parchment	scroll.	In	Israel,	law	is	never	given	apart	from	history.	There	are	hundreds	of	individual	laws,	but	they	all	boil	down	to	two	overarching	principles:Love	and	devotion	for	God.	Parashat	Ha’azinu,	which	contains	Moses’	farewell	song,	dramatizes	this	fact:	it	points	to	the	future.	These	are
the	“thou	shalts”	and	the	“thou	shalt	nots.”	They’re	the	rituals	for	observing	feasts	and	offering	sacrifices.	Literary/Theological	Aside	from	those	first	two	practical	considerations,	one	could	argue	(and	I	do)	it	really	was	better	to	have	the	Torah	end	where	it	does:	looking	forward.	Rabbi	Dunner	addresses	this	puzzling	anomaly	head-on,	using	the	actual	text	of	Sefer
Devarim	to	reveal	a	hidden	aspect	of	post-Exodus	history	to	solve	one	of	the	great	mysteries	of	the	Torah,	thereby	explaining	both	the	structure	of	Devarim	and	its	true	purpose.	A	narrative	in	the	Torah	is	combined	with	instructions	and	rules	from	Genesis,	Exodus,	Leviticus,	Numbers,	and	Deuteronomy.
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