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3-ring	binder	-	70	pages	Price	$14.95	Prepared	by:	Earl	Taylor	Jr.	This	study	guide	requires	the	two	books:	The	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap	and	The	Making	of	America	Does	the	world	of	politics,	government,	American	history,	and	the	Constitution	seem	a	little	complicated	to	you?	It	can	be	amazingly	simple	once	you	learn	the	basic	principles	on	which
America	was	founded--and	this	course	is	designed	to	help	you	do	just	that!	It	contains	31	outlines	that	you	can	use	either	as	a	personal	study	syllabus	or	as	a	guide	to	enjoyable	monthly	discussions	with	family	members,	friends,	and	neighbors.	Whether	you	use	these	materials	on	an	individual	basis	or	in	a	group	setting,	they	will	enable	you	to	gain	an
in-depth	understanding	of--	The	"28	great	ideas"	that	have	changed	the	world	Where	the	founding	fathers	discovered	their	inspired	system	of	self-government	The	actual	text	of	the	U.S.	Constitution	and	what	it	really	means	Important	current	events	from	a	constitutional	perspective	This	course	of	study	examines	W.	Cleon	Skousen's	two	classic
textbooks	on	America	's	freedom	formula.	The	first	of	these	is	The	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap,	a	review	of	the	political,	economic,	and	social	principles	that	every	civilization	must	follow	in	order	to	become-or	remain-a	free	people.	The	second	text,	The	Making	of	America,	unfolds	the	surprising	background	and	the	original	meaning	of	our	federal
Constitution	and	shows	how	the	founders	used	these	concepts	to	produce	the	strongest,	most	prosperous	nation	on	earth.	If	you	already	have	the	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap,	and/or	The	Making	of	America	you	can	purchase	the	study	course	separately	on	this	page.	It's	essential	that	all	freedom-loving	Americans	gain	a	working	knowledge	of	the
principles	of	liberty	taught	by	our	founding	fathers.	Learning	these	principles	will	put	"fire	in	your	bones,"	because	they	provide	positive	answers	to	nearly	every	problem	now	confronting	our	nation.	Not	only	will	this	knowledge	enable	us	to	use	our	vote	and	our	influence	more	effectively	today;	it	will	also	prepare	us	to	help	rebuild	America	as	we're
called	upon	in	the	future.	We	hope	you	will	joining	us	in	this	exciting	exploration	of	the	original	American	"success	formula."	Class	schedule	and	principlesClass	study	guide	questions	The	5000	Year	LeapTuesdays-beginning	February	9	6:30	pmFamily	Vision	Library2020	Parkway,	St.	Peters,	MO	63376Van	will	be	leading	this	study,	and	can	be	reached
at	blogodidact@gmail.com.CWA	of	Missouri	will	be	offering	this	DVD	study	from	the	National	Center	for	Constitutional	Studies.	It	will	cover	the	Twenty-Eight	Principles	of	Liberty-Ideas	that	Changed	the	World.	Discover	the	28	fundamental	beliefs	of	the	Founding	Fathers	which	they	said	must	be	understood	and	perpetuated	by	every	people	who
desired	peace,	prosperity,	and	freedom.	Learn	where	the	Founding	Fathers	got	their	ideas	for	sound	government	and	how	a	return	to	these	ideas	can	solve	our	nations	problems	today.	These	beliefs	have	made	possible	more	progress	in	200	years	than	was	made	previously	in	over	5,000	years,	thus	the	title	The	5,000	Year	Leap.The	book	will	be
available	for	purchase	at	class	for	$6.Schedule	for	reading:	Feb.	9:	Receive	books	and	introduction	Feb.	16:	Principles	1,	2;	pp.	1-57	Feb.	23:	Principles	3,	4,	5;	pp.	59-101	March	2:	Principles	6,	7;	pp.	103-121	March	9:	Principles	8,	9,	10,	11;	pp.	123-151	March	16:	Principles	12,	13,	14;	pp.	153-177	March	23:	Principles	15,	16,	17;	pp.	179-215	March
30:	Principles	18,	19,	20,	21;	pp.	217-241	April	6:	Principles	22,	23,	24;	pp.	243-265	April	13:	Principles	25,	26;	pp.	267-289	April	20:	Principles	27,	28;	pp.	291-311	April	27:	The	American	ExperimentThe	following	is	a	brief	overview	of	the	principles	found	in	The	5,000	Year	Leap:Principle	1	-	The	only	reliable	basis	for	sound	government	and	just
human	relations	is	Natural	Law.	Natural	law	is	God's	law.	There	are	certain	laws	which	govern	the	entire	universe,	and	just	as	Thomas	Jefferson	said	in	the	Declaration	of	Independence,	there	are	laws	which	govern	in	the	affairs	of	men	which	are	"the	laws	of	nature	and	of	nature's	God."	Principle	2	-	A	free	people	cannot	survive	under	a	republican
constitution	unless	they	remain	virtuous	and	morally	strong.	"Only	a	virtuous	people	are	capable	of	freedom.	As	nations	become	corrupt	and	vicious,	they	have	more	need	of	masters."	-	Benjamin	Franklin	Principle	3	-	The	most	promising	method	of	securing	a	virtuous	people	is	to	elect	virtuous	leaders.	"Neither	the	wisest	constitution	nor	the	wisest
laws	will	secure	the	liberty	and	happiness	of	a	people	whose	manners	are	universally	corrupt.	He	therefore	is	the	truest	friend	to	the	liberty	of	his	country	who	tries	most	to	promote	its	virtue,	and	who	...	will	not	suffer	a	man	to	be	chosen	into	any	office	of	power	and	trust	who	is	not	a	wise	and	virtuous	man."	-	Samuel	Adams	Principle	4	-	Without
religion	the	government	of	a	free	people	cannot	be	maintained.	"Of	all	the	dispositions	and	habits	which	lead	to	political	prosperity,	religion	and	morality	are	indispensable	supports....	And	let	us	with	caution	indulge	the	supposition	that	morality	can	be	maintained	without	religion."	-	George	Washington	Principle	5	-	All	things	were	created	by	God,
therefore	upon	him	all	mankind	are	equally	dependent,	and	to	him	they	are	equally	responsible.	The	American	Founding	Fathers	considered	the	existence	of	the	Creator	as	the	most	fundamental	premise	underlying	all	self-evident	truth.	They	felt	a	person	who	boasted	he	or	she	was	an	atheist	had	just	simply	failed	to	apply	his	or	her	divine	capacity	for
reason	and	observation.	Principle	6	-	All	mankind	were	created	equal.	The	Founders	knew	that	in	these	three	ways,	all	mankind	are	theoretically	treated	as:	Equal	before	God.	Equal	before	the	law.	Equal	in	their	rights.	Principle	7	-	The	proper	role	of	government	is	to	protect	equal	rights,	not	provide	equal	things.	The	Founders	recognized	that	the
people	cannot	delegate	to	their	government	any	power	except	that	which	they	have	the	lawful	right	to	exercise	themselves.	Principle	8	-	Mankind	are	endowed	by	God	with	certain	unalienable	rights.	"Those	rights,	then,	which	God	and	nature	have	established,	and	are	therefore	called	natural	rights,	such	as	are	life	and	liberty,	need	not	the	aid	of
human	laws	to	be	more	effectually	invested	in	every	man	than	they	are;	neither	do	they	receive	any	additional	strength	when	declared	by	the	municipal	[or	state]	laws	to	be	inviolable.	On	the	contrary,	no	human	legislation	has	power	to	abridge	or	destroy	them,	unless	the	owner	[of	the	right]	shall	himself	commit	some	act	that	amounts	to	a	forfeiture."
-	William	Blackstone	Principle	9	-	To	protect	human	rights,	God	has	revealed	a	code	of	divine	law.	"The	doctrines	thus	delivered	we	call	the	revealed	or	divine	law,	and	they	are	to	be	found	only	in	the	Holy	Scriptures.	These	precepts,	when	revealed,	are	found	by	comparison	to	be	really	a	part	of	the	original	law	of	nature,	as	they	tend	in	all	their
consequences	to	man's	felicity."	-	William	Blackstone	Principle	10	-	The	God-given	right	to	govern	is	vested	in	the	sovereign	authority	of	the	whole	people.	"The	fabric	of	American	empire	ought	to	rest	on	the	solid	basis	of	the	consent	of	the	people.	The	streams	of	national	power	ought	to	flow	immediately	from	that	pure,	original	fountain	of	all
legislative	authority."	-	Alexander	Hamilton	Principle	11	-	The	majority	of	the	people	may	alter	or	abolish	a	government	which	has	become	tyrannical.	"Prudence,	indeed,	will	dictate	that	governments	long	established	should	not	be	changed	for	light	and	transient	causes	...	but	when	a	long	train	of	abuses	and	usurpations	...	evinces	a	design	to	reduce
them	under	absolute	despotism,	it	is	their	right,	it	is	their	duty,	to	throw	off	such	government,	and	to	provide	new	guards	for	their	future	security."	-	Thomas	Jefferson	in	the	Declaration	of	Independence	Principle	12	-	The	United	States	of	America	shall	be	a	republic.	"I	pledge	allegiance	to	the	flag	of	the	United	States	of	America	and	to	the	republic	for
which	it	stands...."Principle	13	-	A	Constitution	should	protect	the	people	from	the	frailties	of	their	rulers.	"If	angels	were	to	govern	men,	neither	external	nor	internal	controls	on	government	would	be	necessary....	[But	lacking	these]	you	must	first	enable	the	government	to	control	the	governed;	and	in	the	next	place	oblige	it	to	control	itself."	-	James
Madison	Principle	14	-	Life	and	liberty	are	secure	only	so	long	as	the	rights	of	property	are	secure.	John	Locke	reasoned	that	God	gave	the	earth	and	everything	in	it	to	the	whole	human	family	as	a	gift.	Therefore	the	land,	the	sea,	the	acorns	in	the	forest,	the	deer	feeding	in	the	meadow	belong	to	everyone	"in	common."	However,	the	moment	someone
takes	the	trouble	to	change	something	from	its	original	state	of	nature,	that	person	has	added	his	ingenuity	or	labor	to	make	that	change.	Herein	lies	the	secret	to	the	origin	of	"property	rights."	Principle	15	-	The	highest	level	of	prosperity	occurs	when	there	is	a	free-market	economy	and	a	minimum	of	government	regulations.	Prosperity	depends
upon	a	climate	of	wholesome	stimulation	with	four	basic	freedoms	in	operation:	The	Freedom	to	try.	The	Freedom	to	buy.	The	Freedom	to	sell.	The	Freedom	to	fail.	Principle	16	-	The	government	should	be	separated	into	three	branches.	"I	call	you	to	witness	that	I	was	the	first	member	of	the	Congress	who	ventured	to	come	out	in	public,	as	I	did	in
January	1776,	in	my	Thoughts	on	Government	...	in	favor	of	a	government	with	three	branches	and	an	independent	judiciary.	This	pamphlet,	you	know,	was	very	unpopular.	No	man	appeared	in	public	to	support	it	but	yourself."	-	John	Adams	Principle	17	-	A	system	of	checks	and	balances	should	be	adopted	to	prevent	the	abuse	of	power	by	the
different	branches	of	government.	"It	will	not	be	denied	that	power	is	of	an	encroaching	nature	and	that	it	ought	to	be	effectually	restrained	from	passing	the	limits	assigned	to	it."	-	James	Madison	Principle	18	-	The	unalienable	rights	of	the	people	are	most	likely	to	be	preserved	if	the	principles	of	government	are	set	forth	in	a	written	Constitution.
The	structure	of	the	American	system	is	set	forth	in	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States	and	the	only	weaknesses	which	have	appeared	are	those	which	were	allowed	to	creep	in	despite	the	Constitution.	Principle	19	-	Only	limited	and	carefully	defined	powers	should	be	delegated	to	government,	all	others	being	retained	by	the	people.	The	Tenth
Amendment	is	the	most	widely	violated	provision	of	the	bill	of	rights.	If	it	had	been	respected	and	enforced	America	would	be	an	amazingly	different	country	than	it	is	today.	This	amendment	provides:	"The	powers	not	delegated	to	the	United	States	by	the	Constitution,	nor	prohibited	by	it	to	the	States,	are	reserved	to	the	States	respectively,	or	to	the
people."	Principle	20	-	Efficiency	and	dispatch	require	that	the	government	operate	according	to	the	will	of	the	majority,	but	constitutional	provisions	must	be	made	to	protect	the	rights	of	the	minority.	"Every	man,	by	consenting	with	others	to	make	one	body	politic	under	one	government,	puts	himself	under	an	obligation	to	every	one	of	that	society	to
submit	to	the	determination	of	the	majority,	and	to	be	concluded	[bound]	by	it."	-	John	Locke	Principle	21	-	Strong	local	self-government	is	the	keystone	to	preserving	human	freedom.	"The	way	to	have	good	and	safe	government	is	not	to	trust	it	all	to	one,	but	to	divide	it	among	the	many,	distributing	to	everyone	exactly	the	functions	he	is	competent
[to	perform	best].	-	Thomas	Jefferson	Principle	22	-	A	free	people	should	be	governed	by	law	and	not	by	the	whims	of	men.	"The	end	of	law	is	not	to	abolish	or	restrain,	but	to	preserve	and	enlarge	freedom.	For	in	all	the	states	of	created	beings,	capable	of	laws,	where	there	is	no	law	there	is	no	freedom.	For	liberty	is	to	be	free	from	restraint	and
violence	of	others,	which	cannot	be	where	there	is	no	law."	-	John	Locke	Principle	23	-	A	free	society	cannot	survive	as	a	republic	without	a	broad	program	of	general	education.	"They	made	an	early	provision	by	law	that	every	town	consisting	of	so	many	families	should	be	always	furnished	with	a	grammar	school.	They	made	it	a	crime	for	such	a	town
to	be	destitute	of	a	grammar	schoolmaster	for	a	few	months,	and	subjected	it	to	a	heavy	penalty.	So	that	the	education	of	all	ranks	of	people	was	made	the	care	and	expense	of	the	public,	in	a	manner	that	I	believe	has	been	unknown	to	any	other	people,	ancient	or	modern.	The	consequences	of	these	establishments	we	see	and	feel	every	day	[written
in	1765].	A	native	of	America	who	cannot	read	and	write	is	as	rare	...	as	a	comet	or	an	earthquake."	John	Adams	Principle	24	-	A	free	people	will	not	survive	unless	they	stay	strong.	"To	be	prepared	for	war	is	one	of	the	most	effectual	means	of	preserving	peace."	-	George	Washington	Principle	25	-	"Peace,	commerce,	and	honest	friendship	with	all
nations	--	entangling	alliances	with	none."	-	Thomas	Jeffersons	first	inaugural	address.	Principle	26	-	The	core	unit	which	determines	the	strength	of	any	society	is	the	family;	therefore	the	government	should	foster	and	protect	its	integrity.	"There	is	certainly	no	country	in	the	world	where	the	tie	of	marriage	is	more	respected	than	in	America,	or
where	conjugal	happiness	is	more	highly	or	worthily	appreciated."	Alexis	de	Tocqueville	Principle	27	-	The	burden	of	debt	is	as	destructive	to	human	freedom	as	subjugation	by	conquest.	"We	are	bound	to	defray	expenses	[of	the	war]	within	our	own	time,	and	are	unauthorized	to	burden	posterity	with	them....	We	shall	all	consider	ourselves	morally
bound	to	pay	them	ourselves	and	consequently	within	the	life	[expectancy]	of	the	majority."	-	Thomas	Jefferson	Principle	28	-	The	United	States	has	a	manifest	destiny	to	eventually	become	a	glorious	example	of	God's	law	under	a	restored	Constitution	that	will	inspire	the	entire	human	race.	The	Founders	sensed	from	the	very	beginning	that	they	were
on	a	divine	mission.	Their	great	disappointment	was	that	it	didn't	all	come	to	pass	in	their	day,	but	they	knew	that	someday	it	would.	John	Adams	wrote:	"I	always	consider	the	settlement	of	America	with	reverence	and	wonder,	as	the	opening	of	a	grand	scene	and	design	in	Providence	for	the	illumination	of	the	ignorant,	and	the	emancipation	of	the
slavish	part	of	mankind	all	over	the	earth."	5000	year	leapStudy	GuideDesigned	for	the	in-depth	study	of	Dr.	W.	Cleon	Skousens	classic	textbookon	the	original	American	success	formulaThe	Five	Thousand	Year	LeapPrepared	by	Earl	Taylor,	Jr.	National	Center	for	Constitutional	Studies	Copyright	1994	by	the	National	Center	for	Constitutional	Studies
Permission	to	reproduce	this	publication	(in	whole	or	in	part)	for	noncommercial,	educational	purposes	is	hereby	granted,	provided	that	appropriate	credit	is	given	to	the	publisher.	For	additional	copies	of	this	publication,	or	for	other	educational	materials	on	freedom	and	the	Constitution,	contact:	The	National	Center	for	Constitutional	Studies	37777
W	Juniper	Rd	Malta	ID	83342	(208)	645-2625Session	1Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	Forward	(pages	ix-xi),	Preface	(pages	xiii-xviii),	Introduction	(pages	1-6)Questions	pertain	to	the	28	great	ideas	that	have	changed	the	world.1.	Can	you	give	at	least	three	reasons	why	U.S.	Senator	Orrin	Hatch	indicated	that	he	was	personally
excited	about	The	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap?	(Page	ix)2.	According	to	Senator	Hatch,	what	six	groups	of	people	should	read	and	study	this	book?	(x)3.	Briefly	explain	why	Dr.	Skousen	felt	it	was	necessary	to	write	The	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap.	(xiiixv)4.	Why	did	Jamestown	seem	to	be	the	turning	point	between	the	previous	5,000	years	and	the	next
200	years?	(14)5.	Tell	of	the	miraculous	effect	of	the	28	great	ideas	upon	the	United	States,	as	described	by	President	George	Washington.	(56)Session	2Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	1st	Principle:	The	Genius	of	Natural	Law	(pages	37-47)Questions	pertain	to	the	28	great	ideas	that	have	changed	the	world.1.	Briefly	describe	the
Roman	statesman	Cicerohis	life,	writings,	and	fundamental	teachings.	(Pages	3739)2.	What	are	the	main	characteristics	of	natural	law?	(3940)3.	According	to	Cicero,	what	unique	trait	do	God	and	man	have	in	common?	(41)5.	Why	do	the	concepts	of	natural	law	so	closely	harmonize	with	Christian	beliefs?	(4243)5.	What	advice	would	Cicero	give	to
modern	lawmakers	and	citizens	of	nations?	(4446)6.	Name	several	concepts	in	our	American	system	of	government	that	have	their	basis	in	natural	law.	(4647)Session	3Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	2nd	Principle:	A	Virtuous	and	Moral	People	(pages	49-57)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.
What	big	question	was	on	the	minds	of	many	Americans	before	they	declared	their	independence?	(Pages	4951)2.	What	event	led	Americans	to	serious	self-examination	regarding	their	readiness	for	freedom?	(5152)3.	Explain	how	the	tide	of	moral	reform	in	America	helped	to	accelerate	the	Revolution.	(5253)3.	What	was	the	counsel	of	James
Madison,	George	Washington,	and	Benjamin	Franklin	concerning	the	need	for	future	generations	to	maintain	virtue	and	morality?	(5457)Session	4Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	3rd	Principle:	Virtuous	and	Moral	Leaders	(pages	59-73)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	According	to	Samuel
Adams,	what	is	one	way	to	identify	the	true	friends	of	liberty?	(Pages	5960)2.	By	what	method	did	the	founders	want	citizens	to	qualify	themselves	for	public	office?	(6062)3.	Describe	the	founders	view	of	the	whole	subject	of	politics.	(6264)4.	How	did	Benjamin	Franklin	describe	the	two	weaknesses	that	tempt	people	in	public	office?	(6467)5.	What
did	Franklin	prophesy	would	most	likely	happen	to	public	officials	over	time?	(6769)6.	Describe	the	founders	efforts	to	prevent	public	offices	from	becoming	monetary	attractions.	(6973)Session	5Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	4th	Principle:	The	Role	of	Religion	(pages	7592)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the
Constitution.1.	What	three	important	areas	of	learning	did	the	founders	want	taught	in	the	public	schools?	What	document	of	that	period	contains	these	requirements?	(Pages	7576)2.	Which	religion	was	to	be	taught	in	the	schools?	What	are	the	five	fundamental	principles	of	all	sound	religions?	(7779)3.	Describe	the	role	of	religion	in	American	life	as
observed	by	Alexis	de	Tocqueville.	(7984)4.	Describe	the	founders	campaign	for	equality	of	all	religions.	(8485)5.	Constitutionally,	why	and	how	did	the	founders	exclude	the	federal	government	from	involving	itself	in	matters	of	religion?	(8689)6.	What	is	the	origin	and	meaning	of	the	phrase	a	wall	of	separation	between	church	and	state?	(8990)7.
How	were	the	states	encouraged	to	deal	with	matters	involving	religion?	(9092)Session	6Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	5th	Principle:	The	Role	of	the	Creator	(pages	95101)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	Tell	why	John	Locke	concluded	that	an	atheist	was	irrational.	(Pages	9596)2.	Explain	the
five	steps	by	which,	according	to	Locke,	everyone	can	know	there	is	a	divine	Creator.	(96)3.	Describe	several	attributes	of	God	which	Locke	said	would	be	easy	for	man	to	identify.	(9798)4.	What	are	the	two	ways	men	learn	about	Gods	laws?	What	kinds	of	truths	are	made	known	by	each	method?	(9899)5.	Were	the	founding	fathers	deists?	Give
examples	showing	that	the	founders	regarded	themselves	as	being	dependent	on	a	living,	intelligent,	benevolent,	caring,	and	responsible	God.	(99100)6.	Of	what	value	were	religious	convictions	to	the	validity	of	public	oaths?	(100101)Session	7Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	6th	Principle:	All	Men	Are	Created	Equal	(pages
10312)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	In	what	three	ways	are	all	people	equal?	(Pages	1034)2.	What	does	it	mean	to	have	equal	rights?	(105)3.	Ideally,	how	should	minorities	cross	the	culture	gap	and	become	accepted	into	society?	(1058)4.	Evaluate	the	push	for	civil	rights	over	the	past	three	decades.	Would	the
founders	have	suggested	a	better	way?	(10811)4.	Describe	the	constitutional	amendments	that	were	passed	to	ensure	equal	rights.	Was	there	a	better	way	to	accomplish	this?	(11112)Session	8Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	7th	Principle:	Equal	Rights,	Not	Equal	Things	(pages	11521)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil
for	the	Constitution.1.	What	powers	can	be	legitimately	assigned	to	government?	(Pages	11516)2.	What	are	the	natural	results	of	a	governments	assuming	the	authority	to	take	from	the	haves	and	give	to	the	have	nots?	(11617)3.	Protecting	equal	rights	for	all	provides	for	what	great	economic	freedoms?	(11718)4.	America	excelled	all	other	nations	in
at	least	four	ways	because	it	protected	equal	rights	instead	of	trying	to	provide	equal	things.	Name	these	four	achievements.	Give	proof	that	the	founders	made	leveling	unconstitutional.	(119)5.	Where	did	Benjamin	Franklin	gain	experience	that	helped	him	learn	how	to	effectively	care	for	the	poor?	What	kind	of	compassion	did	he	consider
counterproductive?	(11920)5.	State	the	five	principles	that	summarize	the	founders	views	on	how	to	help	the	truly	poor	by	means	of	calculated	compassion.	(12021)Session	9Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	8th	Principle:	Mans	Unalienable	Rights	(pages	12329)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.
What	is	an	unalienable	right?	What	is	a	vested	right?	(Pages	12425)2.	Name	some	unalienable	rights	that	you	hadnt	thought	of	before	reading	this	chapter.	(12526)3.	What	did	Thomas	Jefferson	mean	by	the	pursuit	of	happiness?	(127)4.	Name	the	three	great	natural	rights.	(127)5.	Do	states	also	protect	unalienable	rights?	(128)6.	What	blessings
come	from	the	protection	of	life?	(12829)Session	10Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	9th	Principle:	The	Role	of	Revealed	Law	(pages	13139)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	What	is	necessary	in	order	for	an	unalienable	right	to	be	enforceable?	(Pages	13233)2.	How	do	unalienable	duties	relate	to
unalienable	rights	in	both	public	and	private	arenas?	Give	some	examples.	(13335)3.	Describe	Gods	law	of	criminal	justice.	(13536)4.	Tell	how	Gods	law	was	considered	for	many	centuries	to	be	the	supreme	law.	(13738)Session	11Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	10th	Principle:	Sovereignty	of	the	People	(pages	14145);	11th
Principle:	Who	Can	Alter	the	Government?	(pages	14751)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	Why	was	Algernon	Sidney	beheaded?	(Pages	14142)	2.	According	to	John	Locke,	what	two	standards	must	be	met	in	order	for	an	office	holder	to	have	proper	authority	to	act?	(14243)3.	Describe	the	concept	of	sovereign
authority	of	the	people	among	the	Anglo-Saxons.	(143)4.	According	to	Alexander	Hamilton	and	James	Madison,	why	should	the	people	never	have	to	fear	the	federal	government?	(14345)5.	At	what	point	are	the	people	justified	in	altering	or	abolishing	their	government?	(14748)6.	Who	has	the	power	to	change	government?	(14850)Session	12Reading
AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	12th	Principle:	Advantages	of	a	Republic	(pages	15361)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.	1.	What	is	a	democracy?	Why	does	democracy	always	end	in	tyranny?	(Pages	15354)2.	What	is	a	republic?	Why	did	the	founders	prefer	it	to	a	democracy?	(15455)3.	Describe	how	the
word	democracy	became	a	tool	of	the	socialist	cause.	(15557)4.	Tell	how	the	governments	own	literature	once	distinguished	between	a	democracy	and	a	republic.	(15758)5.	Explain	how	the	term	democracy	became	entrenched	as	a	description	of	our	society	during	President	Woodrow	Wilsons	administration.	(15859)6.	How	has	the	word	democracy
lost	its	identification	with	socialism	in	the	American	mind?	(15960)7.	Can	it	be	said	that	the	term	democracy	has	actually	been	used	to	attack	the	Constitution?	(16061)Session	13Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	13th	Principle:	Protection	Against	Human	Frailty	(pages	16367)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the
Constitution.1.	According	to	Alexander	Hamilton,	what	is	the	greatest	danger	to	the	peoples	rights?	(Pages	16364)2.	Describe	Thomas	Jeffersons	feelings	about	trusting	our	political	leaders.	(164)3.	George	Washington	said	that	government	is	neither	reason	nor	eloquence.	What	did	he	call	it?	(165)4.	Describe	James	Madisons	two-step	approach	to
developing	a	good	government.	(16566)5.	Why	will	the	Constitution	never	be	obsolete	or	old-fashioned?	(166)6.	At	what	point	should	patriotic	Americans	sound	the	alarm	over	an	erosion	of	our	liberties?	(16667)Session	14Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	14th	Principle:	Property	Rights	Essential	to	Liberty	(pages	16977)Questions
pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.	1.	According	to	English	common	law,	what	is	the	origin	of	property?	(Pages	16970)2.	What	does	ownership	mean,	and	why	is	it	necessary	to	help	man	subdue	and	gain	dominion	over	the	earth?	(170)3.	Without	property	rights,	what	four	things	would	happen?	(17071)4.	Why	is	an	attack	on
private	property	rights	actually	an	attack	on	life	itself?	(17172)5.	How	is	ownership	acquired?	(172)6.	Which	should	be	regarded	as	sacredproperty	or	property	rights?	(17273)7.	What	is	the	primary	purpose	of	government?	(17375)8.	How	has	history	proven	the	value	of	property	rights?	(176)8.	How	do	we	care	for	the	poor	without	violating	property
rights?	(17677)Session	15Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	15th	Principle:	Free-market	Economics	(pages	17991)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.	1.	Where	did	the	founders	find	direction	regarding	the	kind	of	economic	system	they	should	set	up?	(Pages	17980)2.	Name	six	elements	of	Adam	Smiths
free-market	formula.	(180)3.	For	any	nation	to	maximize	freedom	and	prosperity,	what	four	laws	of	economic	freedom	must	be	maintained?	(18081)4.	Identify	four	areas	where,	according	to	the	founders	and	Adam	Smith,	government	can	legitimately	intervene	in	the	economy.	(18182)5.	Describe	the	events	that	occurred	around	1900	that	caused
Adam	Smiths	free-market	formula	to	be	replaced.	What	replaced	it?	(18285)6.	Are	Americans	reawakening	to	the	wisdom	of	Adam	Smith?	(18586)7.	What	major	reform	must	take	place	before	free-market	economics	can	be	fully	restored?	(187)8.	What	was	Thomas	Jeffersons	warning	about	allowing	private	interests	to	control	our	monetary	system?
(18890)9.	When	hard-fought	reforms	brought	America	close	to	an	ideal	monetary	system,	what	did	the	power	centers	of	Europe	have	to	say	about	it?	(190)Session	16Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	16th	Principle:	The	Separation	of	Powers	(pages	193202)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	Who
was	Polybius?	When	did	he	live?	How	many	history	books	did	he	write?	(Pages	19394)2.	According	to	Polybius,	what	were	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	a	monarchy,	an	aristocracy,	and	a	democracy?	(194)3.	Describe	Polybiuss	suggestion	for	a	mixed	government.	(19495)4.	Who	was	Baron	Charles	de	Montesquieu?	What	great	work	did	he
produce	that	proved	to	be	of	immense	help	to	the	founders?	(19596)5.	How	did	Montesquieu	emphasize	the	need	for	three	branches	of	government?	(19697)6.	What	was	the	heated	debate	about	the	executive	branch	that	took	place	in	the	Constitutional	Convention?	(19798)7.	Describe	the	development	of	the	separation-of-powers	doctrine	in	America.
How	did	John	Adams	refer	to	the	science	of	politics?	(198200)8.	Describe	John	Adamss	struggle	against	the	popular	thinking	of	his	time	in	trying	to	promote	his	ideas	on	sound	government.	(200202)Session	17Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	17th	Principle:	Checks	and	Balances	(pages	20515)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the
cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	After	the	founders	convinced	the	people	of	the	need	for	a	separation	of	powers,	what	great	challenge	did	they	face?	(Page	205)2.	Which	founder	gave	perhaps	the	most	detailed	reasoning	for	a	system	of	checks	and	balances?	Where	is	it	recorded?	(2067)3.	Explain	the	difference	between	blending	the	powers	of
government	and	usurping	them.	Why	has	it	proven	a	difficult	task	to	maintain	the	delicate	difference?	(2078)4.	Tell	about	two	different	ideas	that	were	tried	or	suggested	in	the	founding	period	as	ways	of	protecting	the	people	from	abusive	government.	(2089)5.	How	did	the	founders	finally	conclude	that	a	system	of	checks	and	balances	was	the	best
and	only	answer?	(21011)6.	How	many	internal	checks	are	provided	for	in	the	Constitution?	What	final	check	do	the	people	have?	(21113)7.	What	was	George	Washingtons	advice	about	preserving	the	constitutional	system	of	checks	and	balances?	(21314)8.	How	has	this	ingenious	device	been	effectively	used	as	a	means	of	peaceful	self-repair?
(21415)Session	18Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	18th	Principle:	Importance	of	a	Written	Constitution	(pages	21721);	19th	Principle:	Limiting	and	Defining	the	Powers	of	Government	(22327)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	What	was	the	one	weakness	of	the	Anglo-Saxon	common	law?	(Page
217)2.	What	did	the	Anglo-Saxons	and	their	descendants	learn	from	the	Norman	conquest	and	its	eventual	results?	(21718)3.	Describe	the	origins	of	written	constitutions	in	American	history.	Why	is	the	first	constitution	of	Connecticut	especially	noteworthy?	(21819)4.	When	compared	to	other	civilizations,	whats	one	of	the	main	differences	in	how	the
American	system	of	government	was	framed?	Has	this	contributed	to	its	longevity?	(21921)5.	What	was	one	of	the	principles	emphasized	most	vigorously	during	the	Constitutional	Convention?	(223)6.	What	did	the	states	require	to	help	ease	their	fears	of	intrusion	by	the	new	national	government?	(22324)7.	Explain	the	principle	of	dual	sovereignty.
Why	was	it	absolutely	necessary	to	maintain	a	healthy	balance	between	the	national	and	state	governments?	(225)8.	Describe	the	damage	done	to	this	delicate	balance	by	the	Seventeenth	Amendment.	(22627)Session	19	(Page	1	of	2)Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	20th	Principle:	Majority	Rule,	Minority	Rights	(pages	22932);21st
Principle:	Strong	Local	Self-Government	(pages	23540)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	What	was	the	serious	defect	in	the	Articles	of	Confederation	that	made	it	virtually	impossible	for	the	American	people	to	improve	the	structure	of	their	government?	(Page	229)2.	After	reading	John	Lockes	explanation	of
majority	rule,	how	binding	do	you	think	a	majoritys	decision	should	be	in	your	community?	Is	there	any	room	for	civil	disobedience?	(22930)3.	According	to	Locke,	what	is	the	alternative	to	majority	rule?	How	practical	is	it	to	achieve	that?	(230)4.	Why	is	it	a	problem	to	require	even	a	two-thirds	majority	in	Congress	for	the	passage	of	ordinary
legislation?	(23031)5.	Although	the	majority	rules	in	our	society,	what	protection	is	extended	to	all	people?	(23132)6.	Explain	the	harm	that	comes	to	a	people	when	political	power	becomes	too	centralized.	(235)Session	19	(Page	2	of	2)7.	Whats	the	golden	key	to	preserving	freedom?	(23536)8.	How	did	New	England	revive	the	Anglo-Saxon	institutes	of
local	self-government?	(23637)9.	How	did	Thomas	Jefferson	describe	the	distribution	of	powers	among	different	levels	of	government?	(239)10.	How	did	James	Madison	describe	the	distribution	of	powers	between	the	national	and	state	governments?	(239)11.	Describe	the	size	of	the	federal	government	as	envisioned	by	Jefferson.	(23940)12.	What
was	the	warning	of	historian	John	Fiske	concerning	the	growth	of	the	central	government?	(240)Session	20	Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	22nd	Principle:	Government	by	Law,	Not	by	Men	(pages	24347)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.	1.	How	can	one	tell	when	a	nation	is	being	ruled	by	the
whims	of	men?	(Page	243)2.	Define	law.	In	a	free	society,	to	whom	should	the	law	apply?	(244)3.	Why	is	there	no	liberty	without	law?	(244)4.	According	to	John	Locke,	what	does	law	do	for	man?	(244)5.	How	did	John	Adams	and	Aristotle	describe	the	blessings	of	fixed	law?	(24445)6.	What	did	Plato	advocate	as	the	best	way	to	govern?	(245)7.	Whats
the	basic	difference	between	the	founders	view	of	law	and	Platos	view?	(246)8.	How	did	the	founders	further	clarify	what	good	laws	should	be	like?	(24647)Session	21	(Page	1	of	2)Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	23rd	Principle:	Importance	of	an	Educated	Electorate	(pages	24956)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for
the	Constitution.1.	What	underlying	principle	compelled	the	founders	to	advocate	universal	education?	(Page	249)2.	How	was	Massachusetts	organized	to	provide	universal	education?	What	year	was	this	system	established?	(250)3.	How	did	John	Adams	describe	public	education	in	New	England?	(251)4.	Describe	local	school	boards	in	New	England
during	the	founding	era.	(251)5.	Compare	the	literacy	rates	of	Europe	and	America	at	that	time.	(251)	Session	21	(Page	2	of	2)6.	How	did	Alexis	de	Tocqueville	describe	the	American	education	system	in	1831?	(252)7.	How	did	Tocqueville	characterize	the	American	pioneer?	(25253)8.	According	to	Tocqueville,	how	well	acquainted	were	Americans
with	their	system	of	government?	(25354)9.	Why	were	even	the	young	children	knowledgeable	about	their	government	at	that	time?	(254)10.	How	well	did	these	early	Americans	know	the	English	language?	To	what	did	they	attribute	this	knowledge?	(255)11.	What	did	a	knowledge	of	the	Bible	do	for	Americans	of	that	era?	(25556)Session	22Reading
AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	24th	Principle:	Peace	through	Strength	(pages	25965)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	What	does	an	industrious,	prosperous	nation	usually	attract?	(Page	259)2.	According	to	the	founders,	what	two	things	are	necessary	to	maintain	freedom	and	prosperity?	(260)3.
According	to	Benjamin	Franklin,	what	advantage	will	come	to	America	because	of	its	strength	and	readiness?	(260)4.	What	great	responsibility	do	our	leaders	have	to	the	people?	(26061)5.	What	great	benefits	did	Franklin	foresee	as	the	population	and	wealth	of	America	grew?	(261)6.	What	was	Franklins	opinion	of	Americans	who	refused	to	help	pay
for	the	defense	of	their	own	liberty?	(26162)7.	Why	was	George	Washington	considered	highly	qualified	to	comment	on	Americas	state	of	readiness?	(262)8.	What	was	the	warning	President	Washington	expressed	in	his	fifth	annual	address	to	Congress?	What	was	happening	to	necessitate	such	a	warning?	(26364)9.	Describe	Samuel	Adamss	feelings
about	our	responsibility	to	preserve	Gods	gift	of	liberty.	(26465)Session	23	(Page	1	of	2)Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	25th	Principle:	Avoid	Entangling	Alliances	(pages	26778)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	What	was	Thomas	Jeffersons	motto	regarding	foreign	relations?	(Page	267)2.	Did	the
founders	ever	consider	alliances	with	other	nations	necessary?	(267)3.	Which	term	best	describes	the	founders	position	on	foreign	relationsisolationism	or	separatism?	(26768)4.	Which	European	nation	has	managed	to	follow	a	policy	of	separatism?	(268)5.	Describe	George	Washingtons	views	on	the	United	States	as	an	example	to	mankind.	(26869)6.
What	did	Washington	say	about	the	advisability	of	classifying	foreign	nations	as	friends	or	enemies?	(269)Session	23	(Page	2	of	2)7.	Whats	the	problem	with	favoring	some	countries	over	others?	(26971)8.	According	to	Washington,	what	should	our	foreign	policy	be?	(27173)9.	What	was	the	founders	underlying	reason	for	wanting	to	remain	separate
from	other	nations?	(27374)10.	Explain	how	internationalism	has	replaced	separatism	in	U.S.	foreign	policy.	(27476)11.	Describe	J.	Reuben	Clarks	dream	of	America	as	a	world	peacemaker.	(27678)Session	24	(Page	1	of	2)Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	26th	Principle:	Protecting	the	Role	of	the	Family	(pages	28188)Questions
pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	According	to	Alexis	de	Tocqueville,	how	did	family	life	in	America	differ	from	family	life	in	Europe	during	the	1830s?	(Pages	28182)2.	How	are	men	and	women	equal	under	Gods	law?	What	did	John	Locke	say	to	support	this	position?	(28283)3.	How	did	the	lifestyle	of	early	American	families
contribute	to	their	success?	(28384)4.	Is	Benjamin	Franklin	a	legitimate	source	of	advice	on	happy	family	life?	Why?	(28485)5.	How	did	Franklin	attempt	to	persuade	a	young	friend	to	get	married?	(285)Session	24	(Page	2	of	2)6.	Explain	why	parental	authority	is	based	on	natural	law.	(28586)7.	According	to	Locke,	what	is	the	meaning	of	maturity?
(28687)8.	What	is	the	responsibility	of	children	to	their	parents?	Does	it	have	roots	in	natural	law?	(287)9.	Why	did	Locke	say	that	no	government	should	interfere	with	legitimate	family	relations?	(28788)Session	25	Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:	27th	Principle:	Avoiding	the	Burden	of	Debt	(pages	291303)Questions	pertain	to
preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	Describe	at	least	two	ways	a	person	can	become	a	slave.	(Page	291)2.	What	is	debt?	(29192)3.	How	did	Thomas	Jefferson	and	Benjamin	Franklin	feel	about	personal	debt?	(29394)4.	Did	the	founders	feel	any	differently	toward	national	debt?	What	about	inherited	debt?	(29496)5.	What	priority	did	the
founders	give	to	debt	retirement?	(29697)6.	What	fundamental	principles	have	U.S.	political	leaders	violated	in	the	process	of	accumulating	todays	massive	national	debt?	(297301)7.	What	remedies	can	solve	our	national	debt	crisis?	Do	you	think	politicians	know	the	real	answers?	(3013)Session	26	Reading	AssignmentThe	Five	Thousand	Year	Leap:
28th	Principle:	The	Founders	Sense	of	Manifest	Destiny	(pages	30510)Questions	pertain	to	preparing	the	cultural	soil	for	the	Constitution.1.	According	to	most	historians,	what	outstanding	feature	was	common	to	early	Americans?	Can	you	give	an	example?	(Pages	3056)2.	Can	you	provide	evidence	that	the	founders	regarded	themselves	and	their
countrymen	as	master	servants	rather	than	a	master	race?	(3067)3.	What	crime	did	John	Adams	say	Americans	would	be	guilty	of	if	they	abandoned	freedom?	(307)4.	What	were	John	Jays	reasons	for	believing	that	America	had	been	the	recipient	of	Gods	blessings?	(3078)5.	What	events	seemed	to	prove	the	accuracy	of	Jays	assessment?	(309)6.	How
did	James	Madison	characterize	the	uniqueness	of	the	American	experiment?	(30910)	Page	2Fundamental	Orders	of	Connecticut,	1639James	Otis:	Against	Writs	of	Assistance(February	1761)The	Declaration	of	Rights	ofthe	Stamp	Act	Congress	(October	19,	1765)Declaration	and	Resolves	of	the	First	Continental	Congress	(October	14,	1774)	[Arguably
the	first	written	constitution,	and	fifty	years	before	JohnLocke	put	much	of	the	same	reasoning	into	clearer	and	more	detailed	intellectual	relief,	the	ideas	of	Natural	Law	were	on	display	in	the	Colonies;the	idea	of	Govt	being	a	societal	contract	defining	limits	upon	the	Govt,	setting	out	the	structure	of	the	Magistrates,	elections,	limits	upon	their	terms,
and	manner	of	taxation.]	Fundamental	Orders	of	Connecticut,	1639The	colonies	all	had	charters	of	one	form	or	another.	Whether	prioprietary	charters	that	granted	ownership	and	government	rights	to	private	parties	or	royal	charters	that	created	Crown	colonies,	all	of	them	defined	the	basic	structure	and	political	arrangements	for	the	inhabitants	of
each	area.	The	importance	of	those	early	charters	transcended	their	function	as	instruments	of	colonial	government,	for	they	often	formed	the	basis	for	later	state	constitutions	written	after	independence	had	been	declared.	Indeed,	many	retained	much	of	the	language	of	the	charters	from	which	they	were	derived.	The	charters	also	make	clear	the
idea	that	the	colonists	were	reasonably	sophisticated	in	knowledge	of	their	political	rights,	and	that	they	liked	to	have	agreements	between	government	and	people	in	writing,	an	idea	that	goes	back	to	the	Magna	Carta	signed	by	King	John	in	the	year	1215.For	as	much	as	it	hath	pleased	Almighty	God	by	the	wise	disposition	of	his	divine	providence	so
to	order	and	dispose	of	things	that	we	the	Inhabitants	and	Residents	of	Windsor,	Hartford	and	Wethersfield	are	now	cohabiting	and	dwelling	in	and	upon	the	River	of	Connectecotte	[Connecticut]	and	the	lands	thereunto	adjoining;	and	well	knowing	where	a	people	are	gathered	together	the	word	of	God	requires	that	to	maintain	the	peace	and	union	of
such	a	people	there	should	be	an	orderly	and	decent	Government	established	according	to	God,	to	order	and	dispose	of	the	affairs	of	the	people	at	all	seasons	as	occasion	shall	require;	do	therefore	associate	and	conjoin	ourselves	to	be	as	one	Public	State	or	Commonwealth;	and	do	for	ourselves	and	our	successors	and	such	as	shall	be	adjoined	to	us	at
any	time	hereafter,	enter	into	Combination	and	Confederation	together,	to	maintain	and	preserve	the	liberty	and	purity	of	the	Gospel	of	our	Lord	Jesus	which	we	now	profess,	as	also,	the	discipline	of	the	Churches,	which	according	to	the	truth	of	the	said	Gospel	is	now	practiced	amongst	us;	as	also	in	our	civil	affairs	to	be	guided	and	governed
according	to	such	Laws,	Rules,	Orders	and	Decrees	as	shall	be	made,	ordered,	and	decreed	as	followeth:1.	It	is	Ordered,	sentenced,	and	decreed,	that	there	shall	be	yearly	two	General	Assemblies	or	Courts,	the	one	the	second	Thursday	in	April,	the	other	the	second	Thursday	in	September	following;	the	first	shall	be	called	the	Court	of	Election,
wherein	shall	be	yearly	chosen	from	time	to	time,	so	many	Magistrates	and	other	public	Officers	as	shall	be	found	requisite:	Whereof	one	to	be	chosen	Governor	for	the	year	ensuing	and	until	another	be	chosen,	and	no	other	Magistrate	to	be	chosen	for	more	than	one	year:	provided	always	there	be	six	chosen	besides	the	Governor,	which	being	chosen
and	sworn	according	to	an	Oath	recorded	for	that	purpose,	shall	have	the	power	to	administer	justice	according	to	the	Laws	here	established,	and	for	want	thereof,	according	to	the	Rule	of	the	Word	of	God;	which	choice	shall	be	made	by	all	that	are	admitted	freemen	and	have	taken	the	Oath	of	Fidelity,	and	do	cohabit	within	this	Jurisdiction	having
been	admitted	Inhabitants	by	the	major	part	of	the	Town	wherein	they	live	or	the	major	part	of	such	as	shall	be	then	present.2.	It	is	Ordered	...	that	the	election	of	the	aforesaid	Magistrates	shall	be	in	this	manner:	every	person	present	and	qualified	for	choice	shall	bring	...	one	single	paper	with	the	name	of	him	written	in	it	whom	he	desires	to	have
Governor,	and	that	he	that	hath	the	greatest	number	of	papers	shall	be	Governor	for	that	year.	And	the	rest	of	the	Magistrates	or	public	officers	to	be	chosen	in	this	manner:	the	Secretary	for	the	time	being	shall	first	read	the	names	of	all	that	are	to	be	put	to	choice	and	then	shall	severally	nominate	them	distinctly,	and	every	one	that	would	have	the
person	nominated	to	be	chosen	shall	bring	in	one	single	paper	written	upon,	and	he	that	would	not	have	him	chosen	shall	bring	in	a	blank;	and	every	one	that	hath	more	written	papers	than	blanks	shall	be	a	Magistrate	for	that	year;	which	papers	shall	be	received	and	told	by	one	or	more	that	shall	be	then	chosen	by	the	court	and	sworn	to	be	faithful
therein;	but	in	case	there	should	not	be	six	chosen	as	aforesaid,	besides	the	Governor,	out	of	those	which	are	nominated,	than	he	or	they	which	have	the	most	writen	papers	shall	be	a	Magistrate	or	Magistrates	for	the	ensuing	year,	to	make	up	the	aforesaid	number.3.	It	is	Ordered	...	hat	the	Secretary	shall	not	nominate	any	person,	nor	shall	any
person	be	chosen	newly	into	the	Magistracy	which	was	not	propounded	in	some	General	Court	before,	to	be	nominated	the	next	election;	and	to	that	end	it	shall	be	lawful	for	each	of	the	Towns	aforesaid	by	their	deputies	to	nominate	any	two	whom	they	conceive	fit	to	be	put	to	election;	and	the	Court	may	add	so	many	more	as	they	judge	requisite.4.	It
is	Ordered	...	that	no	person	be	chosen	Governor	above	once	in	two	years,	and	that	the	Governor	be	always	a	member	of	some	approved	Congregation,	and	formerly	of	the	Magistracy	within	this	Jurisdiction;	and	that	all	the	Magistrates,	Freemen	of	this	Commonwealth;	and	that	no	Magistrate	or	other	public	officer	shall	execute	any	part	of	his	or	their
office	before	they	are	severally	sworn,	which	shall	be	done	in	the	face	of	the	court	if	they	be	present,	and	in	case	of	absence	by	some	deputed	for	that	purpose.5.	It	is	Ordered,	sentenced,	and	decreed,	that	to	the	aforesaid	Court	of	Election	the	several	Towns	shall	send	their	deputies,	and	when	the	Elections	are	ended	they	may	proceed	in	any	public
service	as	at	other	Courts.	Also	the	other	General	Court	in	September	shall	be	for	making	of	laws,	and	any	other	public	occasion,	which	concerns	the	good	of	the	Commonwealth.6.	It	is	Ordered	...	that	the	Governor	shall,	either	by	himself	or	by	the	Secretary,	send	out	summons	to	the	Constables	of	every	Town	for	the	calling	of	these	two	standing
Courts	one	month	at	least	before	their	several	times:	And	also	if	the	Governor	and	the	greatest	part	of	the	Magistrates	see	cause	upon	any	special	occasion	to	call	a	General	Court,	they	may	give	order	to	the	Secretary	so	to	do	within	fourteen	days'	warning:	And	if	urgent	necessity	so	required,	upon	a	shorter	notice,	giving	sufficient	grounds	for	it	to
the	deputies	when	they	meet,	or	else	be	questioned	for	the	same;	And	if	the	Governor	and	major	part	of	Magistrates	shall	either	neglect	or	refuse	to	call	the	two	General	standing	Courts	or	either	of	them,	as	also	at	other	times	when	the	occasions	of	the	Commonwealth	require,	the	Freemen	thereof,	or	the	major	part	of	them,	shall	petition	to	them	so
to	do;	if	then	it	be	either	denied	or	neglected,	the	said	Freemen,	or	the	major	part	of	them,	shall	have	the	power	to	give	order	to	the	Constables	of	the	several	Towns	to	do	the	same,	and	so	may	meet	together,	and	choose	to	themselves	a	Moderator,	and	may	proceed	to	do	any	act	of	power	which	any	other	General	Courts	may.7.	It	is	Ordered	...	that
after	there	are	warrants	given	out	for	any	of	the	said	General	Courts,	the	Constable	or	Constables	of	each	Town,	shall	forthwith	give	notice	distinctly	to	the	inhabitants	of	the	same,	in	some	public	assembly	or	by	going	or	sending	from	house	to	house,	that	at	a	place	and	time	by	him	or	them	limited	and	set,	they	meet	and	assemble	themselves	together
to	elect	and	choose	certain	deputies	to	be	at	the	General	Court	then	following	to	agitate	the	affairs	of	the	Commonwealth;	which	said	deputies	shall	be	chosen	by	all	that	are	admitted	Inhabitants	in	the	several	Towns	and	have	taken	the	oath	of	fidelity;	provided	that	none	be	chosen	a	Deputy	for	any	General	Court	which	is	not	a	Freeman	of	this
Commonwealth.The	aforesaid	deputies	shall	be	chosen	in	manner	following:	every	person	that	is	present	and	qualified	as	before	expressed,	shall	bring	the	names	of	such,	written	in	several	papers,	as	they	desire	to	have	chosen	for	that	employment,	and	these	three	or	four,	more	or	less,	being	the	number	agreed	on	to	be	chosen	for	that	time,	that	have
the	greatest	number	of	papers	written	for	them	shall	be	deputies	for	that	Court;	whose	names	shall	be	endorsed	on	the	back	side	of	the	warrant	and	returned	into	the	Court,	with	the	Constable	or	Constables'	hand	unto	the	same.8.	It	is	Ordered	...	that	Windsor,	Hartford,	and	Wethersfield	shall	have	power,	each	Town,	to	send	four	of	their	Freemen	as
their	deputies	to	every	General	Court;	and	Whatsoever	other	Town	shall	be	hereafter	added	to	this	Jurisdiction,	they	shall	send	so	many	deputies	as	the	Court	shall	judge	meet,	a	reasonable	proportion	to	the	number	of	Freemen	that	are	in	the	said	Towns	being	to	be	attended	therein;	which	deputies	shall	have	the	power	of	the	whole	Town	to	give	their
votes	and	allowance	to	all	such	laws	and	orders	as	may	be	for	the	public	good,	and	unto	which	the	said	Towns	are	to	be	bound.9.	It	is	Ordered	...	that	the	deputies	thus	chosen	shall	have	power	and	liberty	to	appoint	atime	and	a	place	of	meeting	together	before	any	General	Court,	to	advise	and	consult	of	all	such	things	as	may	concern	the	good	of	the
public,	as	also	to	examine	their	own	Elections,	whether	according	to	the	order,	and	if	they	or	the	greatest	part	of	them	find	any	election	to	be	illegal	they	may	seclude	such	for	present	from	their	meeting,	and	return	the	same	and	their	reasons	to	the	Court;	and	if	it	be	proved	true,	the	Court	may	fine	the	party	or	parties	so	intruding,	and	the	Town,	if
they	see	cause,	and	give	out	a	warrant	to	go	to	a	new	election	in	a	legal	way,	either	in	part	or	in	whole.	Also	the	said	deputies	shall	have	power	to	fine	any	that	shall	be	disorderly	at	their	meetings,	or	for	not	coming	in	due	time	or	place	according	to	appointment;	and	they	may	return	the	said	fines	into	the	Court	if	it	be	refused	to	be	paid,	and	the
Treasurer	to	take	notice	of	it,	and	to	escheat	or	levy	the	same	as	he	does	other	fines.10.	It	is	Ordered	...	that	every	General	Court	...	shall	consist	of	the	Governor,	or	some	one	chosen	to	moderate	the	Court,	and	four	other	Magistrates	at	least,	with	the	major	part	of	the	deputies	of	the	several	Towns	legally	chosen;	and	in	case	the	Freemen,	or	major
part	of	them,	through	neglect	or	refusal	of	the	Governor	and	major	part	of	the	Magistrates,	shall	call	a	Court,	it	shall	consist	of	the	major	part	of	Freemen	that	are	present	or	their	deputiues,	with	a	Moderator	chosen	by	them:	In	which	said	General	Courts	shall	consist	the	supreme	power	of	the	Commonwealth,	and	they	only	shall	have	power	to	make
laws	or	repeal	them,	to	grant	levies,	to	admit	of	Freemen,	dispose	of	lands	undisposed	of,	to	several	Towns	or	persons,	and	also	shall	have	power	to	call	either	Court	or	Magistrate	or	any	other	person	whatsoever	into	question	for	any	misdemeanor,	and	may	for	just	causes	displace	or	deal	otherwise	according	to	the	nature	of	the	offense;	and	also	may
deal	in	any	other	matter	that	concerns	the	good	of	this	Commonwealth,	except	election	of	Magistrates,	which	shall	be	done	by	the	whole	body	of	Freemen.In	which	Court	the	Governor	or	Moderator	shall	have	power	to	order	the	Court,	to	give	liberty	of	speech,	and	silence	unseasonable	and	disorderly	speakings,	to	put	all	things	to	vote,	and	in	case	the
vote	be	equal	to	have	the	casting	voice.	But	none	of	these	Courts	shall	be	adjourned	or	dissolved	without	the	consent	of	the	major	part	of	the	Court.11.	It	is	Ordered	...	that	when	any	General	Court	upon	the	occasions	of	the	Commonwealth	have	agreed	upon	any	sum,	or	sums	of	money	to	be	levied	upon	the	several	Towns	within	this	Jurisdiction,	that	a
committee	be	chosen	to	set	out	and	appoint	what	shall	be	the	proportion	of	every	Town	to	pay	of	the	said	levy,	provided	the	committee	be	made	up	of	an	equal	number	out	of	each	Town.14th	January	1639.	James	Otis:	AgainstWrits	of	AssistanceFebruary	1761The	"Writs	of	Assistance"	were	general	warrants	allowing	officials	to	search	for	smuggled
material	within	any	suspected	premises.	James	Otis	was	Advocate-General	when	the	legality	of	these	warrents	was	attacked,	but	promptly	resigned	his	office	when	called	upon	to	defend	that	legality.	The	Boston	merchants	then	retained	him	as	their	counsel	to	oppose	the	writs	before	the	Superior	Court	of	Massachusetts.	Otis	refused	the	fee	they
offered,	saying	that	in	such	a	cause	he	despised	all	fees.	In	a	five-hour	speech,	which	was	witnessed	by	a	young	John	Adams,	Otis	argued	that	the	writs	were	unconstitutional.	He	based	his	case	on	the	rights	guaranteed	in	English	common	law.	MAY	it	please	your	Honors:	I	was	desired	by	one	of	the	court	to	look	into	the	books,	and	consider	the
question	now	before	them	concerning	Writs	of	Assistance.	I	have	accordingly	considered	it,	and	now	appear	not	only	in	obedience	to	your	order,	but	likewise	in	behalf	of	the	inhabitants	of	this	town,	who	have	presented	another	petition,	and	out	of	regard	to	the	liberties	of	the	subject.	And	I	take	this	opportunity	to	declare	that	whether	under	a	fee	or
not	(for	in	such	a	cause	as	this	I	despise	a	fee)	I	will	to	my	dying	day	oppose,	with	all	the	powers	and	faculties	God	has	given	me,	all	such	instruments	of	slavery	on	the	one	hand	and	villainy	on	the	other	as	this	Writ	of	Assistance	is.	It	appears	to	me	the	worst	instrument	of	arbitrary	power,	the	most	destructive	of	English	liberty	and	the	fundamental
principles	of	law,	that	ever	was	found	in	an	English	law-book.	I	must	therefore	beg	your	Honors'	patience	and	attention	to	the	whole	range	of	an	argument	that	may	perhaps	appear	uncommon	in	many	things,	as	well	as	to	points	of	learning	that	are	more	remote	and	unusual,	that	the	whole	tendency	of	my	design	may	the	more	easily	be	perceived,	the
conclusions	better	descend,	and	the	force	of	them	be	better	felt.	I	shall	not	think	much	of	my	pains	in	this	cause,	as	I	engaged	in	it	from	principle.	I	was	solicited	to	argue	this	cause	as	Advocate-General;	and,	because	I	would	not,	I	have	been	charged	with	desertion	from	my	office.	To	this	charge	I	can	give	a	very	sufficient	answer.	I	renounced	that
office	and	I	argue	this	cause	from	the	same	principle;	and	I	argue	it	with	the	greater	pleasure,	as	it	is	in	favor	of	British	liberty,	at	a	time	when	we	hear	the	greatest	monarch	upon	earth	declaring	from	his	throne	that	he	glories	in	the	name	of	Briton	and	that	the	privileges	of	his	people	are	dearer	to	him	than	the	most	valuable	prerogatives	of	his
crown;	and	as	it	is	in	opposition	to	a	kind	of	power,	the	exercise	of	which	in	former	periods	of	history	cost	one	king	of	England	his	head	and	another	his	throne.	I	have	taken	more	pains	in	this	cause	than	I	ever	will	take	again,	although	my	engaging	in	this	and	another	popular	cause	has	raised	much	resentment.	But	I	think	I	can	sincerely	declare	that	I
cheerfully	submit	myself	to	every	odious	name	for	conscience'	sake;	and	from	my	soul	I	despise	all	those	whose	guilt,	malice,	or	folly	has	made	them	my	foes.	Let	the	consequences	be	what	they	will,	I	am	determined	to	proceed.	The	only	principles	of	public	conduct	that	are	worthy	of	a	gentleman	or	a	man	are	to	sacrifice	estate,	ease,	health,	and
applause,	and	even	life,	to	the	sacred	calls	of	his	country.These	manly	sentiments,	in	private	life,	make	good	citizens;	in	public	life,	the	patriot	and	the	hero.	I	do	not	say	that,	when	brought	to	the	test,	I	shall	be	invincible.	I	pray	God	I	may	never	be	brought	to	the	melancholy	trial;	but,	if	ever	I	should,	it	will	then	be	known	how	far	I	can	reduce	to
practice	principles	which	I	know	to	be	founded	in	truth.	In	the	meantime	I	will	proceed	to	the	subject	of	this	writ.	Your	Honors	will	find	in	the	old	books	concerning	the	office	of	a	justice	of	the	peace	precedents	of	general	warrants	to	search	suspected	houses.	But	in	more	modern	books	you	will	find	only	special	warrants	to	search	such	and	such
houses,	specially	named,	in	which	the	complainant	has	before	sworn	that	he	suspects	his	goods	are	concealed;	and	will	find	it	adjudged	that	special	warrants	only	are	legal.	In	the	same	manner	I	rely	on	it,	that	the	writ	prayed	for	in	this	petition,	being	general,	is	illegal.	It	is	a	power	that	places	the	liberty	of	every	man	in	the	hands	of	every	petty
officer.	I	say	I	admit	that	special	Writs	of	Assistance,	to	search	special	places,	may	be	granted	to	certain	persons	on	oath;	but	I	deny	that	the	writ	now	prayed	for	can	be	granted,	for	I	beg	leave	to	make	some	observations	on	the	writ	itself,	before	I	proceed	to	other	Acts	of	Parliament.	In	the	first	place,	the	writ	is	universal,	being	directed	"to	all	and
singular	justices,	sheriffs,	constables,	and	all	other	officers	and	subjects";	so	that,	in	short,	it	is	directed	to	every	subject	in	the	King's	dominions.	Every	one	with	this	writ	may	be	a	tyrant;	if	this	commission	be	legal,	a	tyrant	in	a	legal	manner,	also,	may	control,	imprison,	or	murder	any	one	within	the	realm.	In	the	next	place,	it	is	perpetual;	there	is	no
return.	A	man	is	accountable	to	no	person	for	his	doings.	Every	man	may	reign	secure	in	his	petty	tyranny,	and	spread	terror	and	desolation	around	him,	until	the	trump	of	the	Archangel	shall	excite	different	emotions	in	his	soul.	In	the	third	place,	a	person	with	this	writ,	in	the	daytime,	may	enter	all	houses,	shops,	etc.,	at	will,	and	command	all	to
assist	him.	Fourthly,	by	this	writ	not	only	deputies,	etc.,	but	even	their	menial	servants,	are	allowed	to	lord	it	over	us.	What	is	this	but	to	have	the	curse	of	Canaan	with	a	witness	on	us:	to	be	the	servants	of	servants,	the	most	despicable	of	God's	creation?	Now,	one	of	the	most	essential	branches	of	English	liberty	is	the	freedom	of	one's	house.	A	man's
house	is	his	castle;	and	whilst	he	is	quiet,	he	is	as	well	guarded	as	a	prince	in	his	castle.	This	writ,	if	it	should	be	declared	legal,	would	totally	annihilate	this	privilege.	Custom-house	officers	may	enter	our	houses	when	they	please;	we	are	commanded	to	permit	their	entry.	Their	menial	servants	may	enter,	may	break	locks,	bars,	and	everything	in	their
way;	and	whether	they	break	through	malice	or	revenge,	no	man,	no	court	can	inquire.	Bare	suspicion	without	oath	is	sufficient.	This	wanton	exercise	of	this	power	is	not	a	chimerical	suggestion	of	a	heated	brain.	I	will	mention	some	facts.	Mr.	Pew	had	one	of	these	writs,	and,	when	Mr.	Ware	succeeded	him,	he	endorsed	this	writ	over	to	Mr.	Ware;	so
that	these	writs	are	negotiable	from	one	officer	to	another;	and	so	your	Honors	have	no	opportunity	of	judging	the	persons	to	whom	this	vast	power	is	delegated.	Another	instance	is	this:	Mr.	Justice	Walley	had	called	this	same	Mr.	Ware	before	him,	by	a	constable,	to	answer	for	a	breach	of	the	Sabbath-day	Acts,	or	that	of	profane	swearing.	As	soon	as
he	had	finished,	Mr.	Ware	asked	him	if	he	had	done.	He	replied,	"Yes."	"Well	then,"	said	Mr.	Ware,	"I	will	show	you	a	little	of	my	power.	I	command	you	to	permit	me	to	search	your	house	for	uncustomed	goods"	-	and	went	on	to	search	the	house	from	the	garret	to	the	cellar;	and	then	served	the	constable	in	the	same	manner!	But	to	show	another
absurdity	in	this	writ:	if	it	should	be	established,	I	insist	upon	it	every	person,	by	the	14th	Charles	Second,	has	this	power	as	well	as	the	custom-house	officers.	The	words	are:	"It	shall	be	lawful	for	any	person	or	persons	authorized,"	etc.	What	a	scene	does	this	open!	Every	man	prompted	by	revenge,	ill-humor,	or	wantonness	to	inspect	the	inside	of	his
neighbor's	house,	may	get	a	Writ	of	Assistance.	Others	will	ask	it	from	self-defence;	one	arbitrary	exertion	will	provoke	another,	until	society	be	involved	in	tumult	and	in	blood.	[The	remainder	of	the	speech	exists	only	in	the	following	summary	by	John	Adams:]A	dissertation	on	the	rights	of	man	in	a	state	of	nature.	He	asserted	that	every	man,	merely
natural,	was	an	independent	sovereign,	subject	to	no	law	but	the	law	written	on	his	heart	and	revealed	to	him	by	his	Maker,	in	the	constitution	of	his	nature	and	the	inspiration	of	his	understanding	and	his	conscience.	His	right	to	his	life,	his	liberty,	no	created	being	could	rightfully	contest.	Nor	was	his	right	to	his	property	less	incontestable.	The	club
that	he	had	snapped	from	a	tree,	for	a	staff	or	for	defense,	was	his	own.	His	bow	and	arrow	were	his	own;	if	by	a	pebble	he	had	killed	a	partridge	or	a	squirrel,	it	was	his	own.	No	creature,	man	or	beast,	had	a	right	to	take	it	from	him.	If	he	had	taken	an	eel	or	a	smelt	or	a	sculpin,	it	was	his	property.	In	short,	he	sported	upon	this	topic	with	so	much	wit
and	humor,	and	at	the	same	time	with	so	much	indisputable	truth	and	reason,	that	he	was	not	less	entertaining	than	instructive.He	asserted	that	these	rights	were	inherent	and	inalienable.	That	they	never	could	be	surrendered	or	alienated	but	by	idiots	or	madmen	and	all	the	acts	of	idiots	and	lunatics	were	void	and	not	obligatory,	by	all	the	laws	of
God	and	man.	Nor	were	the	poor	Negroes	forgotten.	Not	a	Quaker	in	Philadelphia	or	Mr.	Jefferson	in	Virginia	ever	asserted	the	rights	of	Negroes	in	stronger	terms.	Young	as	I	was	and	ignorant	as	I	was,	I	shuddered	at	the	doctrine	he	taught;	and	I	have	all	my	life	shuddered,	and	still	shudder,	at	the	consequences	that	may	be	drawn	from	such
premises.	Shall	we	say	that	the	rights	of	masters	and	servants	clash	and	can	be	decided	only	by	force?	I	adore	the	idea	of	gradual	abolitions!	but	who	shall	decide	how	fast	or	how	slowly	these	abolitions	shall	be	made?From	individual	independence	he	proceeded	to	association.	If	it	was	inconsistent	with	the	dignity	of	human	nature	to	say	that	men
were	gregarious	animals,	like	wild	geese,	it	surely	could	offend	no	delicacy	tosay	they	were	social	animals	by	nature,	that	there	were	natural	sympathies,	and,	above	all,	the	sweet	attraction	of	the	sexes,	which	must	soon	draw	them	together	in	little	groups,	and	by	degrees	in	larger	congregations,	for	mutual	assistance	and	defense	And	this	must	have
happened	before	any	formal	covenant,	by	express	words	or	signs,	was	concluded.	When	general	councils	and	deliberations	commenced,	the	objects	could	be	no	other	than	the	mutual	defense	and	security	of	every	individual	for	his	life,	his	liberty,	and	his	property.	To	suppose	them	to	have	surrendered	these	in	any	other	way	than	by	equal	rules	and
general	consent	was	to	suppose	them	idiots	or	madmen	whose	acts	were	never	binding.	To	suppose	them	surprised	by	fraud	or	compelled	by	force	into	any	other	compact,	such	fraud	and	such	force	could	confer	no	obligation.	Every	man	had	a	right	to	trample	it	underfoot	whenever	he	pleased.	In	short,	he	asserted	these	rights	to	be	derived	only	from
nature	and	the	Author	of	nature;	that	they	were	inherent,	inalienable,	and	indefeasible	by	any	laws,	pacts,	contracts,	covenants,	or	stipulations	which	man	could	devise.	These	principles	and	these	rights	were	wrought	into	the	English	constitution	as	fundamental	laws.	And	under	this	head	he	went	back	to	the	old	Saxon	laws	and	to	Magna	Carta	and	the
fifty	confirmations	of	it	in	Parliament	and	the	executions	ordained	against	the	violators	of	it	and	the	national	vengeance	which	had	been	taken	on	them	from	time	to	time,	down	to	the	Jameses	and	Charleses,	and	to	the	position	of	rights	and	the	Bill	of	Rights	and	the	revolution.He	asserted	that	the	security	of	these	rights	to	life,	liberty,	and	property	had
been	the	object	of	all	those	struggles	against	arbitrary	power,	temporal	and	spiritual,	civil	and	political,	military	and	ecclesiastical,	in	every	age.	He	asserted	that	our	ancestors,	as	British	subjects,	and	we	their	descendants,	as	British	subjects,	were	entitled	to	all	those	rights	by	the	British	constitution	as	well	as	by	the	law	of	nature	and	our	provincial
character	as	much	as	any	inhabitant	of	London	or	Bristol	or	any	part	of	England,	and	were	not	to	be	cheated	out	of	them	by	any	phantom	of	"virtual	representation"	or	any	other	fiction	of	law	or	politics	or	any	monkish	trick	of	deceit	and	hypocrisy.He	then	examined	the	Acts	of	Trade,	one	by	one,	and	demonstrated	that,	if	they	were	considered	as
revenue	laws,	they	destroyed	all	our	security	of	property,	liberty,	and	life,	every	right	of	nature	and	the	English	constitution	and	the	charter	of	the	province.	Here	he	considered	the	distinction	between	"external	and	internal	taxes,"	at	that	time	a	popular	and	commonplace	distinction.	But	he	asserted	that	there	was	no	such	distinction	in	theory	or	upon
any	principle	but	"necessity."	The	necessity	that	the	commerce	of	the	Empire	should	be	under	one	direction	was	obvious.	The	Americans	had	been	so	sensible	of	this	necessity	that	they	had	connived	at	the	distinction	between	external	and	internal	taxes,	and	had	submitted	to	the	Acts	of	Trade	as	regulations	of	commerce	hut	never	as	taxations	or
revenue	laws.	Nor	had	the	British	government	till	now	ever	dared	to	attempt	to	enforce	them	as	taxations	or	revenue	laws.The	Navigation	Act	he	allowed	to	be	binding	upon	us	because	we	had	consented	to	it	by	our	own	legislature.	Here	he	gave	a	history	of	the	Navigation	Act	of	the	first	of	Charles	II,	a	plagiarism	from	Oliver	Cromwell.	In	1675,after
repeated	letters	and	orders	from	the	King,	Governor	Leverett	very	candidly	informs	His	Majesty	that	the	law	had	not	been	executed	because	it	was	thought	unconstitutional,	Parliament	not	having	authority	over	us.	1998	National	Humanities	InstituteOctober	19,	1765	[On	the	motion	of	James	Otis,	the	Massachusetts	House	of	Representatives	adopted
on	June	8	a	circular	letter	to	the	other	colonies	recommending	that	they	send	delegates	to	a	congress	at	New	York	in	October,	1765,	to	consult	together	on	the	present	circumstances	of	the	colonies.	Representatives	from	only	nine	colonies	appeared.	Virginia,	New	Hampshire,	North	Carolina,	and	Georgia	were	not	represented.	The	Congress	agreed
upon	the	Declaration	of	Rights	reproduced	below	and,	further,	petitioned	the	king	and	Parliament.	Because	the	credentials	of	certain	delegates	authorized	them	merely	to	consult	and	not	to	take	action,	the	petition	was	signed	by	the	members	of	only	six	colonies.]Saturday,	Oct.	19th,	1765,	A.M.--	The	congress	met	according	to	adjournment,	and
resumed,	etc.,	as	yesterday;	and	upon	mature	deliberation,	agreed	to	the	following	declaration	of	the	rights	and	grievances	of	the	colonists	in	America,	which	were	ordered	to	be	inserted.The	members	of	this	congress,	sincerely	devoted	with	the	warmest	sentiments	of	affection	and	duty	to	His	Majesty's	person	and	Government,	inviolably	attached	to
the	present	happy	establishment	of	the	Protestant	succession,	and	with	minds	deeply	impressed	by	a	sense	of	the	present	and	impending	misfortunes	of	the	British	colonies	on	this	continent;	having	considered	as	maturely	as	time	would	permit,	the	circumstances	of	said	colonies,	esteem	it	our	indispensable	duty	to	make	the	following	declarations,	of
our	humble	opinions,	respecting	the	most	essential	rights	and	liberties	of	the	colonists,	and	of	the	grievances	under	which	they	labor,	by	reason	of	several	late	acts	of	Parliament.	1st.	That	His	Majesty's	subjects	in	these	colonies	owe	the	same	allegiance	to	the	crown	of	Great	Britain	that	is	owing	from	his	subjects	born	within	the	realm,	and	all	due
subordination	to	that	august	body,	the	Parliament	of	Great	Britain.	2d.	That	His	Majesty's	liege	subjects	in	these	colonies	are	entitled	to	all	the	inherent	rights	and	privileges	of	his	natural	born	subjects	within	the	kingdom	of	Great	Britain.	3d.	That	it	is	inseparably	essential	to	the	freedom	of	a	people,	and	the	undoubted	rights	of	Englishmen,	that	no
taxes	should	be	imposed	on	them,	but	with	their	own	consent,	given	personally,	or	by	their	representatives.	4th.	That	the	people	of	these	colonies	are	not,	and	from	their	local	circumstances	cannot	be,	represented	in	the	House	of	Commons	in	Great	Britain.	5th.	That	the	only	representatives	of	the	people	of	these	colonies	are	persons	chosen	therein,
by	themselves;	and	that	no	taxes	ever	have	been	or	can	be	constitutionally	imposed	on	them	but	by	their	respective	legislatures.	6th.	That	all	supplies	to	the	crown,	being	free	gifts	of	the	people,	it	is	unreasonable	and	inconsistent	with	the	principles	and	spirit	of	the	British	constitution	for	the	people	of	Great	Britain	to	grant	to	His	Majesty	the	property
of	the	colonists.	7th.	That	trial	by	jury	is	the	inherent	and	invaluable	right	of	every	British	subject	in	these	colonies.	8th.	That	the	late	act	of	Parliament	entitled,	"An	act	for	granting	and	applying	certain	stamp	duties,	and	other	duties	in	the	British	colonies	and	plantations	in	America,	etc.,"	by	imposing	taxes	on	the	inhabitants	of	these	colonies,	and	the
said	act,	and	several	other	acts,	by	extending	the	jurisdiction	of	the	courts	of	admiralty	beyond	its	ancient	limits,	have	a	manifest	tendency	to	subvert	the	rights	and	liberties	of	the	colonists.	9th.	That	the	duties	imposed	by	several	late	acts	of	Parliament,	from	the	peculiar	circumstances	of	these	colonies,	will	be	extremely	burthensome	and	grievous,
and,	from	the	scarcity	of	specie,	the	payment	of	them	absolutely	impracticable.	10th.	That	as	the	profits	of	the	trade	of	these	colonies	ultimately	center	in	Great	Britain,	to	pay	for	the	manufactures	which	they	are	obliged	to	take	from	thence,	they	eventually	contribute	very	largely	to	all	supplies	granted	there	to	the	crown.	11th.	That	the	restrictions



imposed	by	several	late	acts	of	Parliament	on	the	trade	of	these	colonies	will	render	them	unable	to	purchase	the	manufactures	of	Great	Britain.	12th.	That	the	increase,	prosperity,	and	happiness	of	these	colonies	depend	on	the	full	and	free	enjoyment	of	their	rights	and	liberties,	and	an	intercourse,	with	Great	Britain,	mutually	affectionate	and
advantageous.13th.	That	it	is	the	right	of	the	British	subjects	in	these	colonies	to	petition	the	king	or	either	house	of	Parliament.	Lastly,	That	it	is	the	indispensable	duty	of	these	colonies	to	the	best	of	sovereigns,	to	the	mother-country,	and	to	themselves,	to	endeavor,	by	a	loyal	and	dutiful	address	to	His	Majesty,	and	humble	application	to	both	houses
of	Parliament,	to	procure	the	repeal	of	the	act	for	granting	and	applying	certain	stamp	duties,	of	all	clauses	of	any	other	acts	of	Parliament	whereby	the	jurisdiction	of	the	admiralty	is	extended	as	aforesaid,	and	of	the	other	late	acts	for	the	restriction	of	the	American	commerce.Source:Journal	of	the	First	Congress	of	the	American	Colonies,	in
Opposition	to	the	Tyrannical	Acts	of	the	British	Parliament.	Held	at	New	York,	October	7,	1765	(New	York,	1845),	pp.	27-29.1998	National	Humanities	InstituteDeclaration	and	Resolves	of	the	First	Continental	CongressOctober	14,	1774	Whereas,	since	the	close	of	the	last	war,	the	British	parliament,	claiming	a	power,	of	right,	to	bind	the	people	of
America	by	statutes	in	all	cases	whatsoever,	hath,	in	some	acts,	expressly	imposed	taxes	on	them,	and	in	others,	under	various	presences,	but	in	fact	for	the	purpose	of	raising	a	revenue,	hath	imposed	rates	and	duties	payable	in	these	colonies,	established	a	board	of	commissioners,	with	unconstitutional	powers,	and	extended	the	jurisdiction	of	courts
of	admiralty,	not	only	for	collecting	the	said	duties,	but	for	the	trial	of	causes	merely	arising	within	the	body	of	a	county:	And	whereas,	in	consequence	of	other	statutes,	judges,	who	before	held	only	estates	at	will	in	their	offices,	have	been	made	dependant	on	the	crown	alone	for	their	salaries,	and	standing	armies	kept	in	times	of	peace:	And	whereas
it	has	lately	been	resolved	in	parliament,	that	by	force	of	a	statute,	made	in	the	thirty-fifth	year	of	the	reign	of	King	Henry	the	Eighth,	colonists	may	be	transported	to	England,	and	tried	there	upon	accusations	for	treasons	and	misprisions,	or	concealments	of	treasons	committed	in	the	colonies,	and	by	a	late	statute,	such	trials	have	been	directed	in
cases	therein	mentioned:	And	whereas,	in	the	last	session	of	parliament,	three	statutes	were	made;	one	entitled,	":An	act	to	discontinue,	in	such	manner	and	for	such	time	as	are	therein	mentioned,	the	landing	and	discharging,	lading,	or	shipping	of	goods,	wares	and	merchandise,	at	the	town,	and	within	the	harbour	of	Boston,	in	the	province	of
Massachusetts-Bay	in	New	England;":	another	entitled,	":An	act	for	the	better	regulating	the	government	of	the	province	of	Massachusetts-Bay	in	New	England;":	and	another	entitled,	":An	act	for	the	impartial	administration	of	justice,	in	the	cases	of	persons	questioned	for	any	act	done	by	them	in	the	execution	of	the	law,	or	for	the	suppression	of
riots	and	tumults,	in	the	province	of	the	Massachusetts-Bay	in	New	England;":	and	another	statute	was	then	made,	":for	making	more	effectual	provision	for	the	government	of	the	province	of	Quebec,	etc.":	All	which	statutes	are	impolitic,	unjust,	and	cruel,	as	well	as	unconstitutional,	and	most	dangerous	and	destructive	of	American	rights:	And
whereas,	assemblies	have	been	frequently	dissolved,	contrary	to	the	rights	of	the	people,	when	they	attempted	to	deliberate	on	grievances;	and	their	dutiful,	humble,	loyal,	and	reasonable	petitions	to	the	crown	for	redress,	have	been	repeatedly	treated	with	contempt,	by	his	Majesty's	ministers	of	state:	The	good	people	of	the	several	colonies	of	New-
Hampshire,	Massachusetts-Bay,	Rhode	Island	and	Providence	Plantations,	Connecticut,	New-York,	New-Jersey,	Pennsylvania,	Newcastle,	Kent,	and	Sussex	on	Delaware,	Maryland,	Virginia,	North-	Carolina	and	South-Carolina,	justly	alarmed	at	these	arbitrary	proceedings	of	parliament	and	administration,	have	severally	elected,	constituted,	and
appointed	deputies	to	meet,	and	sit	in	general	Congress,	in	the	city	of	Philadelphia,	in	order	to	obtain	such	establishment,	as	that	their	religion,	laws,	and	liberties,	may	not	be	subverted:	Whereupon	the	deputies	so	appointed	being	now	assembled,	in	a	full	and	free	representation	of	these	colonies,	taking	into	their	most	serious	consideration,	the	best
means	of	attaining	the	ends	aforesaid,	do,	in	the	first	place,	as	Englishmen,	their	ancestors	in	like	cases	have	usually	done,	for	asserting	and	vindicating	their	rights	and	liberties,	DECLARE,	That	the	inhabitants	of	the	English	colonies	in	North-America,	by	the	immutable	laws	of	nature,	the	principles	of	the	English	constitution,	and	the	several	charters
or	compacts,	have	the	following	RIGHTS:	Resolved,	N.C.D.	1.	That	they	are	entitled	to	life,	liberty	and	property:	and	they	have	never	ceded	to	any	foreign	power	whatever,	a	right	to	dispose	of	either	without	their	consent.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	2.	That	our	ancestors,	who	first	settled	these	colonies,	were	at	the	time	of	their	emigration	from	the	mother
country,	entitled	to	all	the	rights,	liberties,	and	immunities	of	free	and	natural-	born	subjects,	within	the	realm	of	England.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	3.	That	by	such	emigration	they	by	no	means	forfeited,	surrendered,	or	lost	any	of	those	rights,	but	that	they	were,	and	their	descendants	now	are,	entitled	to	the	exercise	and	enjoyment	of	all	such	of	them,	as
their	local	and	other	circumstances	enable	them	to	exercise	and	enjoy.	Resolved,	4.	That	the	foundation	of	English	liberty,	and	of	all	free	government,	is	a	right	in	the	people	to	participate	in	their	legislative	council:	and	as	the	English	colonists	are	not	represented,	and	from	their	local	and	other	circumstances,	cannot	properly	be	represented	in	the
British	parliament,	they	are	entitled	to	a	free	and	exclusive	power	of	legislation	in	their	several	provincial	legislatures,	where	their	right	of	representation	can	alone	be	preserved,	in	all	cases	of	taxation	and	internal	polity,	subject	only	to	the	negative	of	their	sovereign,	in	such	manner	as	has	been	heretofore	used	and	accustomed:	But,	from	the
necessity	of	the	case,	and	a	regard	to	the	mutual	interest	of	both	countries,	we	cheerfully	consent	to	the	operation	of	such	acts	of	the	British	parliament,	as	are	bonfide,	restrained	to	the	regulation	of	our	external	commerce,	for	the	purpose	of	securing	the	commercial	advantages	of	the	whole	empire	to	the	mother	country,	and	the	commercial	benefits
of	its	respective	members;	excluding	every	idea	of	taxation	internal	or	external,	for	raising	a	revenue	on	the	subjects,	in	America,	without	their	consent.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	5.	That	the	respective	colonies	are	entitled	to	the	common	law	of	England,	and	more	especially	to	the	great	and	inestimable	privilege	of	being	tried	by	their	peers	of	the	vicinage,
according	to	the	course	of	that	law.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	6.	That	they	are	entitled	to	the	benefit	of	such	of	the	English	statutes,	as	existed	at	the	time	of	their	colonization;	and	which	they	have,	by	experience,	respectively	found	to	be	applicable	to	their	several	local	and	other	circumstances.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	7.	That	these,	his	Majesty's	colonies,	are
likewise	entitled	to	all	the	immunities	and	privileges	granted	and	confirmed	to	them	by	royal	charters,	or	secured	by	their	several	codes	of	provincial	laws.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	8.	That	they	have	a	right	peaceably	to	assemble,	consider	of	their	grievances,	and	petition	the	king;	and	that	all	prosecutions,	prohibitory	proclamations,	and	commitments	for	the
same,	are	illegal.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	9.	That	the	keeping	a	standing	army	in	these	colonies,	in	times	of	peace,	without	the	consent	of	the	legislature	of	that	colony,	in	which	such	army	is	kept,	is	against	law.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	10.	It	is	indispensably	necessary	to	good	government,	and	rendered	essential	by	the	English	constitution,	that	the	constituent
branches	of	the	legislature	be	independent	of	each	other;	that,	therefore,	the	exercise	of	legislative	power	in	several	colonies,	by	a	council	appointed,	during	pleasure,	by	the	crown,	is	unconstitutional,	dangerous	and	destructive	to	the	freedom	of	American	legislation.	All	and	each	of	which	the	aforesaid	deputies,	in	behalf	of	themselves,	and	their
constituents,	do	claim,	demand,	and	insist	on,	as	their	indubitable	rights	and	liberties,	which	cannot	be	legally	taken	from	them,	altered	or	abridged	by	any	power	whatever,	without	their	own	consent,	by	their	representatives	in	their	several	provincial	legislature.	In	the	course	of	our	inquiry,	we	find	many	infringements	and	violations	of	the	foregoing
rights,	which,	from	an	ardent	desire,	that	harmony	and	mutual	intercourse	of	affection	and	interest	may	be	restored,	we	pass	over	for	the	present,	and	proceed	to	state	such	acts	and	measures	as	have	been	adopted	since	the	last	war,	which	demonstrate	a	system	formed	to	enslave	America.	Resolved,	N.C.D.	That	the	following	acts	of	parliament	are
infringements	and	violations	of	the	rights	of	the	colonists;	and	that	the	repeal	of	them	is	essentially	necessary,	in	order	to	restore	harmony	between	Great	Britain	and	the	American	colonies,	viz.	The	several	acts	of	Geo.	III.	ch.	15,	and	ch.	34.-5	Geo.	III.	ch.25.-6	Geo.	ch.	52.-7	Geo.III.	ch.	41	and	ch.	46.-8	Geo.	III.	ch.	22.	which	impose	duties	for	the
purpose	of	raising	a	revenue	in	America,	extend	the	power	of	the	admiralty	courts	beyond	their	ancient	limits,	deprive	the	American	subject	of	trial	by	jury,	authorize	the	judges	certificate	to	indemnify	the	prosecutor	from	damages,	that	he	might	otherwise	be	liable	to,	requiring	oppressive	security	from	a	claimant	of	ships	and	goods	seized,	before	he
shall	be	allowed	to	defend	his	property,	and	are	subversive	of	American	rights.	Also	12	Geo.	III.	ch.	24,	intituled,	":An	act	for	the	better	securing	his	majesty's	dockyards,	magazines,	ships,	ammunition,	and	stores,":	which	declares	a	new	offence	in	America,	and	deprives	the	American	subject	of	a	constitutional	trial	by	jury	of	the	vicinage,	by
authorizing	the	trial	of	any	person,	charged	with	the	committing	any	offence	described	in	the	said	act,	out	of	the	realm,	to	be	indicted	and	tried	for	the	same	in	any	shire	or	county	within	the	realm.	Also	the	three	acts	passed	in	the	last	session	of	parliament,	for	stopping	the	port	and	blocking	up	the	harbour	of	Boston,	for	altering	the	charter	and
government	of	Massachusetts-Bay,	and	that	which	is	entitled,	":An	act	for	the	better	administration	of	justice,	etc.":	Also	the	act	passed	in	the	same	session	for	establishing	the	Roman	Catholic	religion,	in	the	province	of	Quebec,	abolishing	the	equitable	system	of	English	laws,	and	erecting	a	tyranny	there,	to	the	great	danger	(from	so	total	a
dissimilarity	of	religion,	law	and	government)	of	the	neighboring	British	colonies,	by	the	assistance	of	whose	blood	and	treasure	the	said	country	was	conquered	from	France.	Also	the	act	passed	in	the	same	session,	for	the	better	providing	suitable	quarters	for	officers	and	soldiers	in	his	majesty's	service,	in	North-America.	Also,	that	the	keeping	a
standing	army	in	several	of	these	colonies,	in	time	of	peace,	without	the	consent	of	the	legislature	of	that	colony,	in	which	such	army	is	kept,	is	against	law.	To	these	grievous	acts	and	measures,	Americans	cannot	submit,	but	in	hopes	their	fellow	subjects	in	Great	Britain	will,	on	a	revision	of	them,	restore	us	to	that	state,	in	which	both	countries	found
happiness	and	prosperity,	we	have	for	the	present,	only	resolved	to	pursue	the	following	peaceable	measures:	1.	To	enter	into	a	non-importation,	non-	consumption,	and	non-exportation	agreement	or	association.	2.	To	prepare	an	address	to	the	people	of	Great-Britain,	and	a	memorial	to	the	inhabitants	of	British	America:	and	3.	To	prepare	a	loyal
address	to	his	majesty,	agreeable	to	resolutions	already	entered	into.	NON-IMPORTATION	WE,	his	Majesty's	most	loyal	Subjects,	the	Delegates	of	the	several	Colonies	of	New-Hampshire,	Massachusetts	Bay,	Rhode	Island,	Connecticut,	New-York,	New-Jersey,	Pennsylvania,	the	three	Lower	Counties	of	Newcastle,	Kent,	and	Sussex	on	Delaware,
Maryland,	Virginia,	North-Carolina,	and	South-Carolina,	deputed	to	represent	them	in	a	Continental	Congress,	held	in	the	city	of	Philadelphia,	on	the	fifth	day	of	September,	1774,	avowing	allegiance	to	his	Majesty,	our	affection	and	regard	for	our	fellow-subjects	in	Great-Britain	and	elsewhere,	affected	with	the	deepest	anxiety,	and	most	alarming
apprehensions	at	those	grievances	and	distresses,	with	which	his	Majesty's	American	subjects	are	oppressed,	and	having	taken	under	our	most	serious	deliberation,	the	state	of	the	whole	continent,	find,	that	the	present	unhappy	situation	of	our	affairs,	is	occasioned	by	a	ruinous	system	of	Colony	Administration	adopted	by	the	British	Ministry	about
the	year	1763,	evidently	calculated	for	enslaving	these	Colonies,	and	with	them,	the	British	Empire.	In	prosecution	of	which	system,	various	Acts	of	Parliament	have	been	passed	for	raising	a	revenue	in	America,	for	depriving	the	American	subjects,	in	many	instances,	of	the	constitutional	trial	by	jury,	exposing	their	lives	to	danger,	by	directing	a	new
and	illegal	trial	beyond	the	seas,	for	crimes	alledged	to	have	been	committed	in	America;	and	in	prosecution	of	the	same	system,	several	late,	cruel,	and	oppressive	Acts	have	been	passed	respecting	the	town	of	Boston	and	the	Massachusetts-Bay,	and	also	an	Act	for	extending	the	province	of	Quebec,	so	as	to	border	on	the	western	frontiers	of	these
Colonies,	establishing	an	arbitrary	government	therein,	and	discouraging	the	settlement	of	British	subjects	in	that	wide	extended	country;	thus	by	the	influence	of	civil	principles	and	ancient	prejudices	to	dispose	the	inhabitants	to	act	with	hostility	against	the	free	Protestant	Colonies,	whenever	a	wicked	Ministry	shall	chuse	so	to	direct	them.	To
obtain	redress	of	these	grievances,	which	threaten	destruction	to	the	lives,	liberty,	and	property	of	his	Majesty's	subjects	in	North-America,	we	are	of	opinion,	that	a	non-importation,	non-consumption,	and	non-exportation	agreement,	faithfully	adhered	to,	will	prove	the	most	speedy,	effectual,	and	peaceable	measure:	and	therefore	we	do,	for
ourselves,	and	the	inhabitants	of	the	several	Colonies,	whom	we	represent,	firmly	agree	and	associate	under	the	sacred	ties	of	virtue,	honour,	and	love	of	our	country,	as	follows:	I.	That	from	and	after	the	first	day	of	December	next,	we	will	not	import	into	British	America,	from	Great-Britain	or	Ireland,	any	goods,	wares	or	merchandize	whatsoever,	or
from	any	other	place	any	such	goods,	wares	or	merchandize,	as	shall	have	been	exported	from	Great-Britain	or	Ireland;	nor	will	we,	after	that	day,	import	any	East	India	tea	from	any	part	of	the	world;	nor	any	molasses,	syrrups,	paneles,	coffee,	or	piemento,	from	the	British	plantations,	or	from	Dominica;	nor	wines	from	Madeira,	or	the	Western
Islands;	nor	foreign	Indigo.	II.	That	we	will	neither	import,	nor	purchase	any	slave	imported,	after	the	first	day	of	December	next;	after	which	time,	we	will	wholly	discontinue	the	slave	trade,	and	will	neither	be	concerned	in	it	ourselves,	nor	will	we	hire	our	vessels,	nor	sell	our	commodities	or	manufactures	to	those	who	are	concerned	in	it.	III.	As	a
non-consumption	agreement,	strictly	adhered	to,	will	be	an	effectual	security	for	the	observation	of	the	non-importation,	we,	as	above,	solemnly	agree	and	associate,	that,	from	this	day,	we	will	not	purchase	or	use	any	tea	imported	on	account	of	the	East-India	Company,	or	any	on	which	a	duty	hath	been	or	shall	be	paid;	and	from	and	after	the	first	day
of	March	next,	we	will	not	purchase	or	use	any	East-India	tea	whatever;	nor	will	we,	nor	shall	any	person	for	or	under	us,	purchase	or	use	any	of	those	goods,	wares,	or	merchandize,	we	have	agreed	not	to	import,	which	we	shall	know,	or	have	cause	to	suspect,	were	imported	after	the	first	day	of	December,	except	such	as	come	under	the	rules	and
directions	of	the	tenth	article	herein	after	mentioned.	IV.	The	earnest	desire	we	have,	not	to	injure	our	fellow-subjects	in	Great-Britain,	Ireland,	or	the	West-Indies,	induces	us	to	suspend	a	non-exportation	until	the	tenth	day	of	September	1775:	at	which	time	if	the	said	Acts	and	parts	of	Acts	of	the	British	Parliament	herein	after	mentioned,	are	not
repealed,	we	will	not,	directly	or	indirectly,	export	any	merchandize	or	commodity	whatsoever,	to	Great-Britain,	Ireland,	or	the	West-Indies,	except	rice	to	Europe.	V.	Such	as	are	merchants,	and	use	the	British	and	Irish	Trade,	will	give	orders,	as	soon	as	possible,	to	their	factors,	agents,	and	correspondents,	in	Great-Britain	and	Ireland,	not	to	ship	any
goods	to	them,	on	any	pretence	whatsoever,	as	they	cannot	be	received	in	America;	and	if	any	merchant,	residing	in	Great-Britain	or	Ireland,	shall	directly	or	indirectly	ship	any	goods,	wares,	or	merchandize,	for	America,	in	order	to	break	the	said	non-importation	agreement,	or	in	any	manner	contravene	the	same	on	such	unworthy	conduct	being	well
attested	it	ought	to	be	made	public;	and,	on	the	same	being	so	done,	we	will	not	from	thenceforth	have	any	commercial	connexion	with	such	merchant.	VI.	That	such	as	are	owners	of	vessels	will	give	positive	orders	to	their	Captains	or	Masters,	not	to	receive	on	board	their	vessels	any	goods	prohibited	by	the	said	non-importation	agreement,	on	pain
of	immediate	dismission	from	their	service.	VII.	We	will	use	our	utmost	endeavours	to	improve	the	breed	of	sheep	and	increase	their	numbers	to	the	greatest	extent;	and	to	that	end,	we	will	kill	them	as	sparingly	as	may	be,	especially	those	of	the	most	profitable	kind;	nor	will	we	export	any	to	the	West-Indies,	or	elsewhere;	and	those	of	us	who	are	or
may	become	over-stocked	with,	or	can	conveniently	spare	any	sheep,	will	dispose	of	them	to	our	neighbours,	especially	to	the	poorer	sort,	on	moderate	terms.	VIII.	That	we	will	in	our	several	stations	encourage	frugality,	economy,	and	industry;	and	promote	agriculture,	arts,	and	the	manufactures	of	this	country,	especially	that	of	wool;	and	will
discountenance	and	discourage	every	species	of	extravagance	and	dissipation,	especially	all	horse-racing,	and	all	kinds	of	gaming,	cock-fighting,	exhibitions	of	shews,	plays,	and	other	expensive	diversions	and	entertainments.	And	on	the	death	of	any	relation	or	friend,	none	of	us,	or	any	of	our	families,	will	go	into	any	further	mourning	dress,	than	a
black	crape	or	ribband	on	the	arm	or	hat	for	gentlemen,	and	a	black	ribband	and	necklace	for	ladies,	and	we	will	discontinue	the	giving	of	gloves	and	scarfs	at	funerals.	IX.	That	such	as	are	venders	of	goods	or	merchandize,	will	not	take	advantage	of	the	scarcity	of	goods	that	may	be	occasioned	by	this	association,	but	will	sell	the	same	at	the	rates	we
have	been	respectively	accustomed	to	do,	for	twelve	months	last	past.-And	if	any	vender	of	goods	or	merchandize,	shall	sell	any	such	goods	on	higher	terms,	or	shall	in	any	manner,	or	by	any	device	whatsoever,	violate	or	depart	from	this	agreement,	no	person	ought,	nor	will	any	of	us	deal	with	any	such	person,	or	his	or	her	factor	or	agent,	at	any	time
thereafter,	for	any	commodity	whatever.	X.	In	case	any	merchant,	trader,	or	other	persons	shall	import	any	goods	or	merchandize	after	the	first	day	of	February	next,	the	same	ought	forthwith,	at	the	election	of	the	owner,	to	be	either	re-shipped	or	delivered	up	to	the	committee	of	the	county	or	town	wherein	they	shall	be	imported,	to	be	stored	at	the
risk	of	the	importer,	until	the	non-importation	agreement	shall	cease,	or	be	sold	under	the	direction	of	the	committee	aforesaid;	and	in	the	last	mentioned	case,	the	owner	or	owners	of	such	goods,	shall	be	reimbursed	(out	of	the	sales)	the	first	cost	and	charges;	the	profit,	if	any,	to	be	applied	towards	relieving	and	employing	such	poor	inhabitants	of
the	town	of	Boston,	as	are	immediately	sufferers	by	the	Boston	port	bill;	and	a	particular	account	of	all	goods	so	returned,	stored,	or	sold,	to	be	inserted	in	the	public	papers;	and	if	any	goods	or	merchandizes	shall	be	imported	after	the	said	first	day	of	February,	the	same	ought	forthwith	to	be	sent	back	again,	without	breaking	any	of	the	packages
thereof.	XI.	That	a	Committee	be	chosen	in	every	county,	city,	and	town,	by	those	who	are	qualified	to	vote	for	Representatives	in	the	legislature,	whose	business	it	shall	be	attentively	to	observe	the	conduct	of	all	persons	touching	this	association;	and	when	it	shall	be	made	to	appear	to	the	satisfaction	of	a	majority	of	any	such	Committee,	that	any
person	within	the	limits	of	their	appointment	has	violated	this	association,	that	such	majority	do	forthwith	cause	the	truth	of	the	case	to	be	published	in	the	Gazette,	to	the	end	that	all	such	foes	to	the	rights	of	British	America	may	be	publickly	known,	and	universally	contemned	as	the	enemies	of	American	liberty;	and	thenceforth	we	respectively	will
break	off	all	dealings	with	him	or	her.	XII.	That	the	Committee	of	Correspondence	in	the	respective	Colonies	do	frequently	inspect	the	entries	of	their	custom-houses,	and	inform	each	other	from	time	to	time	of	the	true	state	thereof,	and	of	every	other	material	circumstance	that	may	occur	relative	to	their	association.	XII.	That	all	manufactures	of	this
country	be	sold	at	reasonable	prices,	so	that	no	undue	advantage	be	taken	of	a	future	scarcity	of	goods.	XIV.	And	we	do	further	agree	and	resolve,	that	we	will	have	no	trade,	commerce,	dealings	or	intercourse	whatsoever,	with	any	Colony	or	Province,	in	North-America,	which	shall	not	accede	to,	or	which	shall	hereafter	violate	this	association,	but
will	hold	them	as	unworthy	of	the	rights	of	freedmen,	and	as	inimical	to	the	liberties	of	their	country.	And	we	do	solemnly	bind	ourselves	and	our	Constituents,	under	the	ties	aforesaid,	to	adhere	to	this	association	until	such	parts	of	the	several	Acts	of	parliament	passed	since	the	close	of	the	last	war,	as	impose	or	continue	duties	on	tea,	wine,
molasses,	syrups,	paneles,	coffee,	sugar,	piemento,	indigo,	foreign	paper,	glass,	and	painters	colours,	imported	into	America,	and	extend	the	Powers	of	the	Admiralty	Courts	beyond	their	ancient	limits,	deprive	the	American	Subject	of	trial	by	jury,	authorize	the	judge's	certificate	to	indemnify	the	prosecutor	from	damages,	that	he	might	otherwise	be
liable	to	from	a	trial	by	his	peers,	require	oppressive	security	from	a	claimant	of	ships	or	goods	seized,	before	he	shall	be	allowed	to	defend	his	property,	are	repealed.-And	until	that	part	of	the	Act	of	the	12	G.III	chap.	24,	entitled,	":An	Act	for	the	better	securing	his	Majesty's	dock-yards,	magazines,	ships,	ammunition,	and	stores,":	by	which	any
persons	charged	with	committing	any	of	the	offences	therein	described,	in	America,	may	be	tired	in	any	shire	or	county	within	the	realm,	is	repealed-And	until	the	four	Acts	passed	in	the	last	session	of	parliament,	viz.	That	for	stopping	the	port	and	blocking	up	the	harbour	of	Boston-That	for	altering	the	charter	and	government	of	the	Massachusetts
Bay-And	that	which	is	intitled	":An	Act	for	the	better	administration	of	justice,":	&c.-and	that,	":For	extending	the	limits	of	Quebec,	&c.":	are	repealed.	And	we	recommend	it	to	the	Provincial	Conventions,	and	to	the	Committees	in	the	respective	Colonies,	to	establish	such	farther	regulations	as	they	may	think	proper,	for	carrying	into	execution	this
Association.	The	foregoing	Association	being	determined	upon	by	the	Congress,	was	ordered	to	be	subscribed	by	the	several	Members	thereof;	and	thereupon	we	have	hereunto	set	our	respective	names	accordingly.	In	Congress,	Philadelphia,	October	20,	1774.Signed,	PEYTON	RANDOLPH,	President.	New-Hampshire.John	Sullivan,	Nat.
Folsom.Massachusetts	Bay.Thomas	Cushing,	Samuel	Adams,	John	Adams,	Robert	Treat	Paine.Rhode-Island.Stephen	Hopkins,	Sam.	Ward.Connecticut.Eliphalet	Dyer,	Roger	Sherman,	Silas	Deane.New-York.Isaac	Low,	John	Alsop,	John	Jay,	James	Duane,	William	Floyd,	Henry	Wisener,	S.	Bocrum.New-Jersey.James	Kinsey,	William	Livingston,	Stephen
Crane,	Richard	Smith.Pennsylvania.Joseph	Galloway,	John	Dickinson,	Charles	Humphreys,	Thomas	Miffin,	Edward	Biddle,	John	Morton,	George	Ross.New-Castle,	&c.Caesar	Rodney,	Thomas	McKeane,	George	Read.Maryland.Matthew	Tilghman,	Tho.	Johnson,	William	Pace,	Samuel	Chase.Virginia.Richard	Henry	Lee,	George	Wshington,	P.	Henry,	jun.
Richard	Bland,	Benjamin	Harrison,	Edmund	Pendleton.North-Carolina.William	Hooper,	Joseph	Hawes,	R.	Caswell.South-Carolina.Henry	Middleton,	Tho.	Lynch,	Christopher	Gadsden,	John	Rutledge,	Edward	Rutledge.1998	National	Humanities	Institute	Page	3	Magna	CartaorThe	Great	Charter	of	King	JohnGranted	June	15th,	A.D.	1215,In	the
Seventeenth	Year	of	His	ReignJohn,	by	the	Grace	of	God,	King	of	England,	Lord	of	Ireland,	Duke	of	Normandy	and	Aquitaine,	and	Earl	of	Anjou,	to	his	Archbishops,	Bishops,	Abbots,	Earls,	Barons,	Justiciaries,	Foresters,	Sheriffs,	Governors,	Officers,	and	to	all	Bailiffs,	and	his	faithful	subjects,	-	Greeting.Know	ye,	that	We,	in	the	presence	of	God,	and	for
the	salvation	of	our	own	soul,	and	of	the	souls	of	all	our	ancestors,	and	of	our	heirs,	to	the	honor	of	God,	and	the	exaltation	of	the	Holy	Church	and	amendment	of	our	Kingdom,	by	the	counsel	of	our	venerable	fathers,	Stephen	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	Primate	of	all	England,	and	Cardinal	of	the	Holy	Roman	Church,	Henry	Archbishop	of	Dublin,
William	of	London,	Peter	of	Winchester,	Joceline	of	Bath	and	Glastonbury,	Hugh	of	Lincoln,	Walter	of	Worcester,	William	of	Coventry,	and	Benedict	of	Rochester,	Bishops;	Master	Pandulph	our	Lord	the	Pope's	Subdeacon	and	familiar,	Brother	Almeric,	Master	of	the	Knights-Templars	in	England,	and	of	these	noble	persons,	William	Mareschal	Earl	of
Pembroke,	William	Earl	of	Salisbury,	William	Earl	of	Warren,	William	Earl	of	Arundel,	Alan	de	Galloway	Constable	of	Scotland,	Warin	Fitz-Gerald,	Hubert	de	Burgh	Seneschal	of	Poictou,	Peter	Fitz-Herbert,	Hugh	de	Nevil,	Matthew	Fitz-Herbert,	Thomas	Basset,	Alan	Basset,	Philip	de	Albiniac,	Robert	de	Roppel,	John	Mareschal,	John	Fitz-Hugh,	and
others	our	liegemen;	have	in	the	First	place	granted	to	God,	and	by	this	our	present	Charter,	have	confirmed,	for	us	and	our	heirs	for	ever:(1)That	the	English	Church	shall	be	free,	and	shall	have	her	whole	rights	and	her	liberties	inviolable;	and	we	will	this	to	be	observed	in	such	a	manner,	that	it	may	appear	from	thence,	that	the	freedom	of	elections,
which	was	reputed	most	requisite	to	the	English	Church,	which	we	granted,	and	by	our	Charter	confirmed,	and	obtained	the	Confirmation	of	the	same,	from	our	Lord	Pope	Innocent	the	Third,	before	the	rupture	between	us	and	our	Barons,	was	of	our	own	free	will:	which	Charter	we	shall	observe,	and	we	will	it	to	be	observed	with	good	faith,	by	our
heirs	for	ever.We	have	also	granted	to	all	the	Freemen	of	our	Kingdom,	for	us	and	our	heirs	for	ever,	all	the	underwritten	Liberties,	to	be	enjoyed	and	held	by	them	and	by	their	heirs,	from	us	and	from	our	heirs.(2)If	any	of	our	Earls	or	Barons,	or	others	who	hold	of	us	in	chief	by	military	service,	shall	die,	and	at	his	death	his	heir	shall	be	of	full	age,
and	shall	owe	a	relief,	he	shall	have	his	inheritance	by	the	ancient	relief;	that	is	to	say,	the	heir	or	heirs	of	an	Earl,	a	whole	Earl's	Barony	for	one	hundred	pounds:	the	heir	or	heirs	of	a	Baron	for	a	whole	Barony,	by	one	hundred	pounds;	the	heir	or	heirs	of	a	Knight,	for	a	whole	Knight's	Fee,	by	one	hundred	shillings	at	most:	and	he	who	owes	less,	shall
give	less,	according	to	the	ancient	custom	of	fees.(3)But	if	the	heir	of	any	such	be	under	age,	and	in	wardship,	when	he	comes	to	age	he	shall	have	his	inheritance	without	relief	and	without	fine.(4)The	warden	of	the	land	of	such	heir	who	shall	be	under	age,	shall	not	take	from	the	lands	of	the	heir	any	but	reasonable	issues,	and	reasonable	customs,
and	reasonable	services,	and	the	without	destruction	and	waste	of	the	men	or	goods,	and	if	we	commit	the	custody	of	any	such	lands	to	a	Sheriff,	or	any	other	person	who	is	bound	to	us	for	the	issues	of	them	and	he	shall	make	destruction	or	waste	upon	the	ward-	lands	we	will	recover	damages	from	him	and	the	lands	shall	be	committed	to	two	lawful
and	discreet	men	of	that	fee,	who	shall	answer	for	the	issues	to	us,	or	to	him	to	whom	we	have	assigned	them.	And	if	we	shall	give	or	sell	to	any	one	the	custody	of	any	such	lands,	and	he	shall	make	destruction	or	waste	upon	them,	he	shall	lose	the	custody;	and	it	shall	be	committed	to	two	lawful	and	discreet	men	of	that	fee,	who	shall	answer	to	us	in
like	manner	as	it	is	said	before.(5)But	the	warden,	as	long	as	he	hath	the	custody	of	the	lands,	shall	keep	up	and	maintain	the	houses,	parks,	warrens,	ponds,	mills,	and	other	things	belonging	to	them,	our	of	their	issues;	and	shall	restore	to	the	heir	when	he	comes	of	full	age,	his	whole	estate,	provided	with	ploughs	and	other	implements	of	husbandry,
according	as	the	time	of	Wainage	shall	require,	and	the	issues	of	the	lands	can	reasonably	afford.(6)Heirs	shall	be	married	without	disparagement,	so	that	before	the	marriage	be	contracted,	it	shall	be	notified	to	the	relations	of	the	heir	by	consanguinity.(7)A	widow,	after	the	death	of	her	husband,	shall	immediately,	and	without	difficulty	have	her
marriage	and	her	inheritance;	nor	shall	she	give	any	thing	for	her	dower,	or	for	her	marriage,	or	for	her	inheritance,	which	her	husband	and	she	held	at	the	day	of	his	death:	and	she	may	remain	in	her	husband's	house	forty	days	after	his	death,	within	which	time	her	dower	shall	be	assigned.(8)No	widow	shall	be	compelled	to	marry	herself,	while	she
is	willing	to	live	without	a	husband;	but	yet	she	shall	give	security	that	she	will	not	marry	herself	without	our	consent,	if	she	hold	of	us,	or	without	the	consent	of	the	lord	of	whom	she	does	hold,	if	she	hold	of	another.(9)Neither	we	nor	our	Bailiffs,	will	seize	any	land	or	rent	for	any	debt,	while	the	chattels	of	the	debtor	are	sufficient	for	the	payment	of
the	debt;	nor	shall	the	sureties	of	the	debtor	be	compelled,	while	the	principal	debtor	is	able	to	pay	the	debt;	and	if	the	principal	debtor	fail	in	payment	of	the	debt,	not	having	wherewith	to	discharge	it,	the	sureties	shall	answer	for	the	debt;	and	if	they	be	willing,	they	shall	have	the	lands	and	rents	of	the	debtor,	until	satisfaction	be	made	to	them	for
the	debt	which	they	had	before	paid	for	him,	unless	the	principal	debtor	can	shew	himself	acquitted	thereof	against	the	said	sureties.(10)If	any	one	hath	borrowed	any	thing	from	the	Jews,	more	or	less,	and	die	before	that	debt	be	paid,	the	debt	shall	pay	no	interest	so	long	as	the	heir	shall	be	under	age,	of	whomsoever	he	may	hold;	and	if	that	debt
shall	fall	into	our	hands,	we	will	not	take	any	thing	except	the	chattel	contained	in	the	bond,(11)And	if	any	one	shall	die	indebted	to	the	Jews,	his	wife	shall	have	her	dower	and	shall	pay	nothing	of	that	debt;	and	if	children	of	the	deceased	shall	remain	who	are	under	age,	necessaries	shall	be	provided	for	them,	according	to	the	tenement	which
belonged	to	the	deceased:	and	out	of	the	residue	the	debt	shall	be	paid,	saving	the	rights	of	the	lords	(of	whom	the	lands	are	held.)	In	like	manner	let	it	be	with	debts	owing	to	others	than	Jews.(12)No	scutage	nor	aid	shall	be	imposed	in	our	kingdom,	unless	by	the	common	council	of	our	kingdom;	excepting	to	redeem	our	person,	to	make	our	eldest
son	a	knight,	and	once	to	marry	our	eldest	daughter,	and	not	for	these,	unless	a	reasonable	aid	shall	be	demanded.(13)In	like	manner	let	it	be	concerning	the	aids	of	the	City	of	London.-	And	the	City	of	London	should	have	all	it's	ancient	liberties,	and	it's	free	customs,	as	well	by	land	as	by	water.-	Furthermore,	we	will	and	grant	that	all	other	Cities,
and	Burghs,	and	Towns,	and	Ports,	should	have	all	their	liberties	and	free	customs.(14)And	also	to	have	the	common	council	of	the	kingdom,	to	assess	and	aid,	otherwise	than	in	the	three	cases	aforesaid:	and	for	the	assessing	of	scutages,	we	will	cause	to	be	summoned	the	Archbishops,	Bishops,	Abbots,	Earls,	and	great	Barons,	individually,	by	our
letters.-	And	besides,	we	will	cause	to	be	summoned	in	general	by	our	Sheriffs	and	Bailiffs,	all	those	who	hold	of	us	in	chief,	at	a	certain	day,	that	is	to	say	at	the	distance	of	forty	days,	(before	their	meeting,)	at	the	least,	and	to	a	certain	place;	and	in	all	the	letters	of	summons,	we	will	express	the	cause	of	the	summons:	and	the	summons	being	thus
made,	the	business	shall	proceed	on	the	day	appointed,	according	to	the	counsel	of	those	who	shall	be	present,	although	all	who	had	been	summoned	have	not	come.(15)We	will	not	give	leave	to	any	one,	for	the	future,	to	take	an	aid	of	his	own	free-men,	except	for	redeeming	his	own	body,	and	for	making	his	eldest	son	a	knight,	and	for	marrying	once
his	eldest	daughter;	and	not	that	unless	it	be	a	reasonable	aid.(16)None	shall	be	compelled	to	do	more	service	for	a	Knight's-Fee,	nor	for	any	other	free	tenement,	than	what	is	due	from	thence.(17)Common	Pleas	shall	not	follow	our	court,	but	shall	be	held	in	any	certain	place.(18)Trials	upon	the	Writs	of	Novel	Disseisin,	Of	Mort	d'Ancestre	(death	of
the	ancestor),	and	Darrien	Presentment	(last	presentation),	shall	not	be	taken	but	in	their	proper	counties,	and	in	this	manner:-	We,	or	our	Chief	Justiciary,	if	we	are	out	of	the	kingdom,	will	send	two	Justiciaries	into	each	county,	four	times	in	the	year,	who,	with	four	knights	of	each	county,	chosen	by	the	county,	shall	hold	the	aforesaid	assizes,	within
the	county	on	the	day,	and	at	the	place	appointed.(19)And	if	the	aforesaid	assizes	cannot	be	taken	on	the	day	of	the	county-court,	let	as	many	knights	and	freeholders,	of	those	who	were	present	at	the	county-court	remain	behind,	as	shall	be	sufficient	to	do	justice,	according	to	the	great	or	less	importance	of	the	business.(20)A	free-man	shall	not	be
fined	for	a	small	offence,	but	only	according	to	the	degree	of	the	offence;	and	for	a	great	delinquency,	according	to	the	magnitude	of	the	delinquency,	saving	his	contenement:	a	Merchant	shall	be	fined	in	the	same	manner,	saving	his	merchandise,	and	a	villain	shall	be	fined	after	the	same	manner,	saving	to	him	his	Wainage,	if	he	shall	fall	into	our
mercy;	and	none	of	the	aforesaid	fines	shall	be	assessed,	but	by	the	oath	of	honest	men	of	the	vicinage.(21)Earls	and	Barons	shall	not	be	fined	but	by	their	Peers,	and	that	only	according	to	the	degree	of	their	delinquency.(22)No	Clerk	shall	be	fined	for	his	lay-tenement,	but	according	to	the	manner	of	the	others	as	aforesaid,	and	not	according	to	the
quantity	of	his	ecclesiastical	benefice.(23)Neither	a	town	nor	any	person	shall	be	compelled	to	build	bridges	or	embankments,	excepting	those	which	anciently,	and	of	right,	are	bound	to	do	it.(24)No	Sheriff,	Constable,	Coroners,	nor	other	of	our	Bailiffs,	shall	hold	pleas	of	our	crown.(25)All	Counties,	and	Hundreds,	Trethings,	and	Wapontakes,	shall	be
at	the	ancient	rent,	without	any	increase,	excepting	in	our	Demesne-manors.(26)If	any	one	holding	of	us	a	lay-fee	dies,	and	the	Sheriff	or	our	Bailiff,	shall	shew	our	letters-	patent	of	summons	concerning	the	debt	which	the	defunct	owed	to	us,	it	shall	be	lawful	for	the	Sheriff	or	our	Bailiff	to	attach	and	register	the	chattels	of	the	defunct	found	on	that
lay-fee,	to	the	amount	of	that	debt,	by	the	view	of	lawful	men,	so	that	nothing	shall	be	removed	from	thence	until	our	debt	be	paid	to	us;	and	the	rest	shall	be	left	to	the	executors	to	fulfil	the	will	of	the	defunct;	and	if	nothing	be	owing	to	us	by	him,	all	the	chattels	shall	fall	to	the	defunct,	saving	to	his	wife	and	children	their	reasonable	shares.(27)If	any
free-man	shall	die	intestate,	his	chattels	shall	be	distributed	by	the	hands	of	his	nearest	relations	and	friends,	by	the	view	of	the	Church,	saving	to	every	one	the	debts	which	the	defunct	owed.(28)No	Constable	nor	other	Bailiff	of	ours	shall	take	the	corn	or	other	goods	of	any	one,	without	instantly	paying	money	for	them,	unless	he	can	obtain	respite
from	the	free	will	of	the	seller.(29)No	Constable	(Governor	of	a	Castle)	shall	compel	any	Knight	to	give	money	for	castle-guard,	if	he	be	willing	to	perform	it	in	his	own	person,	or	by	another	able	man,	if	he	cannot	perform	it	himself,	for	a	reasonable	cause:	and	if	we	have	carried	or	sent	him	into	the	army,	he	shall	be	excused	from	castle-guard,
according	to	the	time	that	he	shall	be	in	the	army	by	our	command.(30)No	Sheriff	nor	Bailiff	of	ours,	nor	any	other	person	shall	take	the	horses	or	carts	of	any	free-man,	for	the	purpose	of	carriage,	without	the	consent	of	the	said	free-man.(31)Neither	we,	nor	our	Bailiffs,	will	take	another	man's	wood,	for	our	castles	or	other	uses,	unless	by	the	consent
of	him	to	whom	the	wood	belongs.(32)We	will	not	retain	the	lands	of	those	who	have	been	convicted	of	felony,	excepting	for	one	year	and	one	day,	and	then	they	shall	be	given	up	to	the	lord	of	the	fee.(33)All	kydells	(wears)	for	the	future	shall	be	quite	removed	our	of	the	Thames,	and	the	Medway,	and	through	all	England,	excepting	upon	the	sea-
coast.(34)The	writ	which	is	called	Praecipe,	for	the	future	shall	not	be	granted	to	any	one	of	any	tenement,	by	which	a	free-man	may	lose	his	court.(35)There	shall	be	one	measure	of	wine	throughout	all	our	kingdom,	and	one	measure	of	ale,	and	one	measure	of	corn,	namely	the	quarter	of	London;	and	one	breadth	of	dyed	cloth,	and	of	russets,	and	of
halberjects,	namely,	two	ells	within	the	lists.	Also	it	shall	be	the	same	with	weights	as	with	measures.(36)Nothing	shall	be	given	or	taken	for	the	future	for	the	Writ	of	Inquisition	of	life	or	limb;	but	it	shall	be	given	without	charge,	and	not	denied.(37)If	any	hold	of	us	by	Fee-Farm	or	Socage,	or	Burgage,	and	hold	land	of	another	by	Military	Service,	we
will	not	have	the	custody	of	the	heir,	nor	of	his	lands,	which	are	of	the	fee	of	another,	on	account	of	that	Fee-Farm,	or	Socage,	or	Burgage;	nor	will	we	have	the	custody	of	the	Fee-Farm,	Socage	or	Burgage,	unless	the	Fee-Farm	owe	Military	Service.	We	will	not	have	the	custody	of	the	heir,	nor	of	the	lands	of	any	one,	which	he	holds	of	another	by
Military	Service,	on	account	of	any	Petty-Sergeantry	which	he	holds	of	us	by	the	service	of	giving	us	daggers,	or	arrows,	or	the	like.(38)No	Bailiff,	for	the	future,	shall	put	any	man	to	his	law,	upon	his	own	simple	affirmation,	without	credible	witnesses	produced	for	the	purpose.(39)No	freeman	shall	be	seized,	or	imprisoned,	or	dispossessed,	or
outlawed,	or	in	any	way	destroyed;	nor	will	we	condemn	him,	nor	will	we	commit	him	to	prison,	excepting	by	the	legal	judgement	of	his	peers,	or	by	the	laws	of	the	land.(40)To	none	will	we	sell,	to	none	will	we	deny,	to	none	will	we	delay	right	or	justice.(41)All	Merchants	shall	have	safety	and	security	in	coming	into	England,	and	going	out	of	England,
and	in	staying	and	in	travelling	through	England,	as	well	by	lands	as	by	water,	to	buy	and	sell,	without	any	unjust	exactions,	according	to	ancient	and	right	customs,	excepting	the	time	of	war,	and	if	they	be	of	a	country	at	war	against	us:	and	if	such	are	found	in	our	land	at	the	beginning	of	a	war,	they	shall	be	apprehended	without	injury	of	their
bodies	and	goods,	until	it	be	known	to	us,	or	to	our	Chief	Justiciary,	how	the	Merchants	of	our	country	are	treated	who	are	found	in	the	country	at	war	against	us;	and	if	ours	be	in	safety	there,	the	others	shall	be	in	safety	in	our	land.(42)It	shall	be	lawful	to	any	person,	for	the	future,	to	go	out	of	our	kingdom,	and	to	return,	safely	and	securely,	by	land
or	by	water,	saving	his	allegiance	to	us,	unless	it	be	in	time	of	war,	for	some	short	space,	for	the	common	good	of	the	kingdom:	excepting	prisoners	and	outlaws,	according	to	the	laws	of	the	land,	and	of	the	people	of	the	nation	at	war	against	us,	and	Merchants	who	shall	be	treated	as	it	is	said	above.(43)If	any	hold	of	any	escheat,	as	of	the	Honor	of
Wallingford,	Nottingham,	Boulogne,	Lancaster,	or	of	other	escheats	which	are	in	our	hand,	and	are	Baronies,	and	shall	die,	his	heir	shall	not	give	any	other	relief,	nor	do	any	other	service	to	us,	than	he	should	have	done	to	the	Baron,	if	that	Barony	had	been	in	the	hands	of	the	Baron;	and	we	will	hold	it	in	the	same	manner	that	the	Baron	held	it.
(44)Men	who	dwell	without	the	Forest,	shall	not	come,	for	the	future,	before	our	Justiciaries	of	the	Forest	on	a	common	summons;	unless	they	be	parties	in	a	plea,	or	sureties	for	some	person	or	persons	who	are	attached	for	the	Forest.(45)We	will	not	make	Justiciaries,	Constables,	Sheriffs,	or	Bailiffs,	excepting	of	such	as	know	the	laws	of	the	land,
and	are	well	disposed	to	observe	them.(46)All	Barons	who	have	founded	Abbies,	which	they	hold	by	charters	from	the	Kings	of	England,	or	by	ancient	tenure,	shall	have	the	custody	of	them	when	they	become	vacant,	as	they	ought	to	have.(47)All	Forests	which	have	been	made	in	our	time,	shall	be	immediately	disafforested;	and	it	shall	be	so	done	with
Water-banks,	which	have	been	taken	or	fenced	in	by	us	during	our	reign.(48)All	evil	customs	of	Forests	and	Warrens,	and	of	Foresters	and	Warreners,	Sheriffs	and	their	officers,	Water-banks	and	their	keepers,	shall	immediately	be	inquired	into	by	twelve	Knights	of	the	same	county,	upon	oath,	who	shall	be	elected	by	good	men	of	the	same	county;
and	within	forty	days	after	the	inquisition	is	made,	they	shall	be	altogether	destroyed	by	them	never	to	be	restored;	provided	that	this	be	notified	to	us	before	it	be	done,	or	to	our	Justiciary,	if	we	be	not	in	England.(49)We	will	immediately	restore	all	hostages	and	charters,	which	have	been	delivered	to	us	by	the	English,	in	security	of	the	peace	and	of
their	faithful	service.(50)We	will	remove	from	their	bailiwicks	the	relations	of	Gerard	de	Athyes,	so	that,	for	the	future	they	shall	have	no	bailiwick	in	England;	Engelard	de	Cygony,	Andrew,	Peter,	and	Gyone	de	Chancell,	Gyone	de	Cygony,	Geoffrey	de	Martin,	and	his	brothers,	Philip	Mark,	and	his	brothers,	and	Geoffrey	his	nephew,	and	all	their
followers.(51)And	immediately	after	the	conclusion	of	the	peace,	we	will	remove	out	of	the	kingdom	all	foreign	knights,	crossbow-men,	and	stipendiary	soldiers,	who	have	come	with	horses	and	arms	to	the	molestation	of	the	kingdom.(52)If	any	have	been	disseised	or	dispossessed	by	us,	without	a	legal	verdict	of	their	peers,	of	their	lands,	castles,
liberties,	or	rights,	we	will	immediately	restore	these	things	to	them;	and	if	any	dispute	shall	arise	on	this	head,	then	it	shall	be	determined	by	the	verdict	of	the	twenty-five	Barons,	of	whom	mention	is	made	below,	for	the	security	of	the	peace.-	Concerning	all	those	things	of	which	any	one	hath	been	disseised	or	dispossessed,	without	the	legal	verdict
of	his	peers	by	King	Henry	our	father,	or	King	Richard	our	brother,	which	we	have	in	our	hand,	or	others	hold	with	our	warrants,	we	shall	have	respite,	until	the	common	term	of	the	Crusaders,	excepting	those	concerning	which	a	plea	had	been	moved,	or	an	inquisition	taken,	by	our	precept,	before	our	taking	the	Cross;	but	as	soon	as	we	shall	return
from	our	expedition,	or	if,	by	chance,	we	should	not	go	upon	our	expedition,	we	will	immediately	do	complete	justice	therein.(53)The	same	respite	will	we	have,	and	the	same	justice	shall	be	done,	concerning	the	disafforestation	of	the	forests,	or	the	forests	which	remain	to	be	disafforested,	which	Henry	our	father,	or	Richard	our	brother,	have
afforested;	and	the	same	concerning	the	wardship	of	lands	which	are	in	another's	fee,	but	the	wardship	of	which	we	have	hitherto	had,	occasioned	by	any	of	our	fees	held	by	Military	Service;	and	for	Abbies	founded	in	any	other	fee	than	our	own,	in	which	the	Lord	of	the	fee	hath	claimed	a	right;	and	when	we	shall	have	returned,	or	if	we	shall	stay	from
our	expedition,	we	shall	immediately	do	complete	justice	in	all	these	pleas.(54)No	man	shall	be	apprehended	or	imprisoned	on	the	appeal	of	a	woman,	for	the	death	of	any	other	man	than	her	husband.(55)All	fines	that	have	been	made	by	us	unjustly,	or	contrary	to	the	laws	of	the	land;	and	all	fines	that	have	been	imposed	unjustly,	or	contrary	to	the
laws	of	the	land,	shall	be	wholly	remitted,	or	ordered	by	the	verdict	of	the	twenty-five	Barons,	of	whom	mention	is	made	below,	for	the	security	of	the	peace,	or	by	the	verdict	of	the	greater	part	of	them,	together	with	the	aforesaid	Stephen,	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	if	he	can	be	present,	and	others	whom	he	may	think	fit	to	bring	with	him:	and	if	he
cannot	be	present,	the	business	shall	proceed,	notwithstanding,	without	him;	but	so,	that	if	any	one	or	more	of	the	aforesaid	twenty-five	Barons	have	a	similar	plea,	let	them	be	removed	from	that	particular	trial,	and	others	elected	and	sworn	by	the	residue	of	the	same	twenty-five,	be	substituted	in	their	room,	only	for	that	trial.(56)If	we	have	disseised
or	dispossessed	any	Welshmen	of	their	lands,	or	liberties,	or	other	things,	without	a	legal	verdict	of	their	peers,	in	England	or	in	Wales,	they	shall	be	immediately	restored	to	them;	and	if	any	dispute	shall	arise	upon	this	head	then	let	it	be	determined	in	the	Marches	by	the	verdict	of	their	peers:	for	a	tenement	of	England,	according	to	the	law	of
England;	for	a	tenement	of	Wales,	according	to	the	law	of	Wales;	for	tenement	of	the	Marches,	according	to	the	law	of	the	Marches.	The	Welsh	shall	do	the	same	to	us	and	to	our	subjects.(57)Also	concerning	those	things	of	which	any	Welshman	hath	been	disseised	or	dispossessed	without	the	legal	verdict	of	his	peers,	by	King	Henry	our	father,	or
King	Richard	our	brother,	which	we	have	in	our	hand,	or	others	hold	with	our	warrant,	we	shall	have	respite,	until	the	common	term	of	the	Crusaders,	excepting	for	those	concerning	which	a	plea	had	been	moved,	or	an	inquisition	made,	by	our	precept,	before	our	taking	the	cross.	But	as	soon	as	we	shall	return	from	our	expedition,	or	if,	by	chance,	we
should	not	go	upon	our	expedition,	we	shall	immediately	do	complete	justice	therein,	according	to	the	laws	of	Wales,	and	the	parts	aforesaid.(58)We	will	immediately	deliver	up	the	son	of	Llewelin,	and	all	the	hostages	of	Wales,	and	release	them	from	their	engagements	which	were	made	with	us,	for	the	security	of	the	peace.(59)We	shall	do	to
Alexander	King	of	Scotland,	concerning	the	restoration	of	his	sisters	and	hostages,	and	his	liberties	and	rights,	according	to	the	form	in	which	we	act	to	our	other	Barons	of	England,	unless	it	ought	to	be	otherwise	by	the	charters	which	we	have	from	his	father	William,	the	late	King	of	Scotland;	and	this	shall	be	by	the	verdict	of	his	peers	in	our	court.
(60)Also	all	these	customs	and	liberties	aforesaid,	which	we	have	granted	to	be	held	in	our	kingdom,	for	so	much	of	it	as	belongs	to	us,	all	our	subjects,	as	well	clergy	as	laity,	shall	observe	towards	their	tenants	as	far	as	concerns	them.(61)But	since	we	have	granted	all	these	things	aforesaid,	for	GOD,	and	for	the	amendment	of	our	kingdom,	and	for
the	better	extinguishing	the	discord	which	has	arisen	between	us	and	our	Barons,	we	being	desirous	that	these	things	should	possess	entire	and	unshaken	stability	for	ever,	give	and	grant	to	them	the	security	underwritten;	namely,	that	the	Barons	may	elect	twenty-five	Barons	of	the	kingdom,	whom	they	please,	who	shall	with	their	whole	power,
observe,	keep,	and	cause	to	be	observed,	the	peace	and	liberties	which	we	have	granted	to	them,	and	have	confirmed	by	this	our	present	charter,	in	this	manner:	that	is	to	say,	if	we,	or	our	Justiciary,	or	our	bailiffs,	or	any	of	our	officers,	shall	have	injured	any	one	in	any	thing,	or	shall	have	violated	any	article	of	the	peace	or	security,	and	the	injury
shall	have	been	shown	to	four	of	the	aforesaid	twenty-five	Barons,	the	said	four	Barons	shall	come	to	us,	or	to	our	Justiciary	if	we	be	out	of	the	kingdom,	and	making	known	to	us	the	excess	committed,	petition	that	we	cause	that	excess	to	be	redressed	without	delay.	And	if	we	shall	not	have	redressed	the	excess,	or,	if	we	have	been	out	of	the	kingdom,
our	Justiciary	shall	not	have	redressed	it	within	the	term	of	forty	days,	computing	from	the	time	when	it	shall	have	been	made	known	to	us,	or	to	our	Justiciary	if	we	have	been	out	of	the	kingdom,	the	aforesaid	four	Barons,	shall	lay	that	cause	before	the	residue	of	the	twenty-five	Barons;	and	they,	the	twenty-five	Barons,	with	the	community	of	the
whole	land,	shall	distress	and	harass	us	by	all	the	ways	in	which	they	are	able;	that	is	to	say,	by	the	taking	of	our	castles,	lands,	and	possessions,	and	by	any	other	means	in	their	power,	until	the	excess	shall	have	been	redressed,	according	to	their	verdict;	saving	harmless	our	person,	and	the	persons	of	our	Queen	and	children;	and	when	it	hath	been
redressed,	they	shall	behave	to	us	as	they	have	done	before.And	whoever	of	our	land	pleaseth,	may	swear,	that	he	will	obey	the	commands	of	the	aforesaid	twenty-five	Barons,	in	accomplishing	all	the	things	aforesaid,	and	that	with	them	he	will	harass	us	to	the	utmost	of	his	power:	and	we	publicly	and	freely	give	leave	to	every	one	to	swear	who	is
willing	to	swear;	and	we	will	never	forbid	any	to	swear.	But	all	those	of	our	land,	who,	of	themselves,	and	of	their	own	accord,	are	unwilling	to	swear	to	the	twenty-five	Barons,	to	distress	and	harass	us	together	with	them,	we	will	compel	them	by	our	command,	to	swear	as	aforesaid.And	if	any	one	of	the	twenty-five	Barons	shall	die,	or	remove	out	of
the	land,	or	in	any	other	way	shall	be	prevented	from	executing	the	things	above	said,	they	who	remain	of	the	twenty-five	Barons	shall	elect	another	in	his	place,	according	to	their	own	pleasure,	who	shall	be	sworn	in	the	same	manner	as	the	rest.In	all	those	things	which	are	appointed	to	be	done	by	these	twenty-five	Barons,	if	it	happen	that	all	the
twenty-five	have	been	present,	and	have	differed	in	their	opinions	about	any	thing,	or	if	some	of	them	who	had	been	summoned,	would	not,	or	could	not	be	present,	that	which	the	greater	part	of	those	who	were	present	shall	have	provided	and	decreed,	shall	be	held	as	firm	and	as	valid,	as	if	all	the	twenty-five	had	agreed	in	it:	and	the	aforesaid
twenty-five	shall	swear,	that	they	will	faithfully	observe,	and,	with	all	their	power,	cause	to	be	observed,	all	the	things	mentioned	above.And	we	will	obtain	nothing	from	any	one,	by	ourselves,	nor	by	another,	by	which	any	of	these	concessions	and	liberties	may	be	revoked	or	diminished.	And	if	any	such	thing	shall	have	been	obtained,	let	it	be	void	and
null:	and	we	will	never	use	it,	neither	by	ourselves	nor	by	another.(62)And	we	have	fully	remitted	and	pardoned	to	all	men,	all	the	ill-will,	rancor,	and	resentments,	which	have	arisen	between	us	and	our	subjects,	both	clergy	and	laity,	from	the	commencement	of	the	discord.	Moreover,	we	have	fully	remitted	to	all	the	clergy	and	laity,	and	as	far	as
belongs	to	us,	have	fully	pardoned	all	transgressions	committed	by	occasion	of	the	said	discord,	from	Easter,	in	the	sixteenth	year	of	our	reign,	until	the	conclusion	of	the	peace.And,	moreover,	we	have	caused	to	be	made	to	them	testimonial	letters-patent	of	the	Lord	Stephen,	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	the	Lord	Henry,	Archbishop	of	Dublin,	and	of	the
aforesaid	Bishops,	and	of	Master	Pandulph	concerning	this	security,	and	the	aforesaid	concessions.(63)Wherefore,	our	will	is	and	we	firmly	command	that	the	Church	of	England	be	free,	and	that	the	men	in	our	kingdom	have	and	hold	the	aforesaid	liberties,	rights,	and	concessions,	well	and	in	peace,	freely	and	quietly,	fully	and	entirely,	to	them	and
their	heirs,	of	us	and	our	heirs,	in	all	things	and	places,	for	ever	as	is	aforesaid.It	is	also	sworn,	both	on	our	part,	and	on	that	of	the	Barons,	that	all	the	aforesaid	shall	be	observed	in	good	faith,	and	without	any	evil	intention.	Witnessed	by	the	above,	and	many	others.Given	by	our	hand	in	the	Meadow	which	is	called	Runningmead,	between	Windsor
and	Staines,	this	15th	day	of	June,	in	the	17th	year	of	our	reign.Note:Under	the	threat	of	civil	war	King	John	issued	the	Great	Charter	in	1215,	granting	liberties	to	the	barons	and	the	church.	Heavy	taxation	had	been	laid	upon	those	groups,	since	the	crown	needed	means	for	the	Third	Crusade	as	well	as	for	the	ransom	of	Richard	I,	who	had	been
captured	by	Henry	VI.	Through	the	years	Magna	Carta	gained	importance	as	a	more	general	manifesto	of	liberty.	It	was	reissued	several	times,	1216,	1217,	and	1225.	There	exist	four	copies	of	the	document,	originally	written	in	Latin.1999	National	Humanities	InstitutePage	4Declaration	of	IndependenceConstitution	of	the	United	States	July	4,
1776In	Congress,	July	4,	1776.	The	unanimous	Declaration	of	the	thirteen	united	States	of	America,	When,	in	the	course	of	human	events,	it	becomes	necessary	for	one	people	to	dissolve	the	political	bonds	which	have	connected	them	with	another,	and	to	assume	among	the	powers	of	the	earth,	the	separate	and	equal	station	to	which	the	laws	of
nature	and	of	nature's	God	entitle	them,	a	decent	respect	to	the	opinions	of	mankind	requires	that	they	should	declare	the	causes	which	impel	them	to	the	separation.	We	hold	these	truths	to	be	self-evident,	that	all	men	are	created	equal,	that	they	are	endowed	by	their	Creator	with	certain	unalienable	rights,	that	among	these	are	life,	liberty	and	the
pursuit	of	happiness.	That	to	secure	these	rights,	governments	are	instituted	among	men,	deriving	their	just	powers	from	the	consent	of	the	governed.	That	whenever	any	form	of	government	becomes	destructive	to	these	ends,	it	is	the	right	of	the	people	to	alter	or	to	abolish	it,	and	to	institute	new	government,	laying	its	foundation	on	such	principles
and	organizing	its	powers	in	such	form,	as	to	them	shall	seem	most	likely	to	effect	their	safety	and	happiness.	Prudence,	indeed,	will	dictate	that	governments	long	established	should	not	be	changed	for	light	and	transient	causes;	and	accordingly	all	experience	hath	shown	that	mankind	are	more	disposed	to	suffer,	while	evils	are	sufferable,	than	to
right	themselves	by	abolishing	the	forms	to	which	they	are	accustomed.	But	when	a	long	train	of	abuses	and	usurpations,	pursuing	invariably	the	same	object	evinces	a	design	to	reduce	them	under	absolute	despotism,	it	is	their	right,	it	is	their	duty,	to	throw	off	such	government,	and	to	provide	new	guards	for	their	future	security.	--	Such	has	been
the	patient	sufferance	of	these	colonies;	and	such	is	now	the	necessity	which	constrains	them	to	alter	their	former	systems	of	government.	The	history	of	the	present	King	of	Great	Britain	is	a	history	of	repeated	injuries	and	usurpations,	all	having	in	direct	object	the	establishment	of	an	absolute	tyranny	over	these	states.	To	prove	this,	let	facts	be
submitted	to	a	candid	world.	He	has	refused	his	assent	to	laws,	the	most	wholesome	and	necessary	for	the	public	good.	He	has	forbidden	his	governors	to	pass	laws	of	immediate	and	pressing	importance,	unless	suspended	in	their	operation	till	his	assent	should	be	obtained;	and	when	so	suspended,	he	has	utterly	neglected	to	attend	to	them.	He	has
refused	to	pass	other	laws	for	the	accommodation	of	large	districts	of	people,	unless	those	people	would	relinquish	the	right	of	representation	in	the	legislature,	a	right	inestimable	to	them	and	formidable	to	tyrants	only.	He	has	called	together	legislative	bodies	at	places	unusual,	uncomfortable,	and	distant	from	the	depository	of	their	public	records,
for	the	sole	purpose	of	fatiguing	them	into	compliance	with	his	measures.	He	has	dissolved	representative	houses	repeatedly,	for	opposing	with	manly	firmness	his	invasions	on	the	rights	of	the	people.	He	has	refused	for	a	long	time,	after	such	dissolutions,	to	cause	others	to	be	elected;	whereby	the	legislative	powers,	incapable	of	annihilation,	have
returned	to	the	people	at	large	for	their	exercise;	the	state	remaining	in	the	meantime	exposed	to	all	the	dangers	of	invasion	from	without,	and	convulsions	within.	He	has	endeavored	to	prevent	the	population	of	these	states;	for	that	purpose	obstructing	the	laws	for	naturalization	of	foreigners;	refusing	to	pass	others	to	encourage	their	migration
hither,	and	raising	the	conditions	of	new	appropriations	of	lands.	He	has	obstructed	the	administration	of	justice,	by	refusing	his	assent	to	laws	for	establishing	judiciary	powers.	He	has	made	judges	dependent	on	his	will	alone,	for	the	tenure	of	their	offices,	and	the	amount	and	payment	of	their	salaries.	He	has	erected	a	multitude	of	new	offices,	and
sent	hither	swarms	of	officers	to	harass	our	people,	and	eat	out	their	substance.	He	has	kept	among	us,	in	times	of	peace,	standing	armies	without	the	consent	of	our	legislature.	He	has	affected	to	render	the	military	independent	of	and	superior	to	civil	power.	He	has	combined	with	others	to	subject	us	to	a	jurisdiction	foreign	to	our	constitution,	and
unacknowledged	by	our	laws;	giving	his	assent	to	their	acts	of	pretended	legislation:For	quartering	large	bodies	of	armed	troops	among	us:	For	protecting	them,	by	mock	trial,	from	punishment	for	any	murders	which	they	should	commit	on	the	inhabitants	of	these	states:	For	cutting	off	our	trade	with	all	parts	of	the	world:	For	imposing	taxes	on	us
without	our	consent:	For	depriving	us	in	many	cases,	of	the	benefits	of	trial	by	jury:	For	transporting	us	beyond	seas	to	be	tried	for	pretended	offenses:	For	abolishing	the	free	system	of	English	laws	in	a	neighboring	province,	establishing	therein	an	arbitrary	government,	and	enlarging	its	boundaries	so	as	to	render	it	at	once	an	example	and	fit
instrument	for	introducing	the	same	absolute	rule	in	these	colonies:	For	taking	away	our	charters,	abolishing	our	most	valuable	laws,	and	altering	fundamentally	the	forms	of	our	governments:	For	suspending	our	own	legislatures,	and	declaring	themselves	invested	with	power	to	legislate	for	us	in	all	cases	whatsoever.	He	has	abdicated	government
here,	by	declaring	us	out	of	his	protection	and	waging	war	against	us.	He	has	plundered	our	seas,	ravaged	our	coasts,	burned	our	towns,	and	destroyed	the	lives	of	our	people.	He	is	at	this	time	transporting	large	armies	of	foreign	mercenaries	to	complete	the	works	of	death,	desolation	and	tyranny,	already	begun	with	circumstances	of	cruelty	and
perfidy	scarcely	paralleled	in	the	most	barbarous	ages,	and	totally	unworthy	the	head	of	a	civilized	nation.	He	has	constrained	our	fellow	citizens	taken	captive	on	the	high	seas	to	bear	arms	against	their	country,	to	become	the	executioners	of	their	friends	and	brethren,	or	to	fall	themselves	by	their	hands.	He	has	excited	domestic	insurrections
amongst	us,	and	has	endeavored	to	bring	on	the	inhabitants	of	our	frontiers,	the	merciless	Indian	savages,	whose	known	rule	of	warfare,	is	undistinguished	destruction	of	all	ages,	sexes	and	conditions.	In	every	stage	of	these	oppressions	we	have	petitioned	for	redress	in	the	most	humble	terms:	our	repeated	petitions	have	been	answered	only	by
repeated	injury.	A	prince,	whose	character	is	thus	marked	by	every	act	which	may	define	a	tyrant,	is	unfit	to	be	the	ruler	of	a	free	people.	Nor	have	we	been	wanting	in	attention	to	our	British	brethren.	We	have	warned	them	from	time	to	time	of	attempts	by	their	legislature	to	extend	an	unwarrantable	jurisdiction	over	us.	We	have	reminded	them	of
the	circumstances	of	our	emigration	and	settlement	here.	We	have	appealed	to	their	native	justice	and	magnanimity,	and	we	have	conjured	them	by	the	ties	of	our	common	kindred	to	disavow	these	usurpations,	which,	would	inevitably	interrupt	our	connections	and	correspondence.	We	must,	therefore,	acquiesce	in	the	necessity,	which	denounces	our
separation,	and	hold	them,	as	we	hold	the	rest	of	mankind,	enemies	in	war,	in	peace	friends.	We,	therefore,	the	representatives	of	the	United	States	of	America,	in	General	Congress,	assembled,	appealing	to	the	Supreme	Judge	of	the	world	for	the	rectitude	of	our	intentions,	do,	in	the	name,	and	by	the	authority	of	the	good	people	of	these	colonies,
solemnly	publish	and	declare,	that	these	united	colonies	are,	and	of	right	ought	to	be	free	and	independent	states;	that	they	are	absolved	from	all	allegiance	to	the	British	Crown,	and	that	all	political	connection	between	them	and	the	state	of	Great	Britain,	is	and	ought	to	be	totally	dissolved;	and	that	as	free	and	independent	states,	they	have	full
power	to	levy	war,	conclude	peace,	contract	alliances,	establish	commerce,	and	to	do	all	other	acts	and	things	which	independent	states	may	of	right	do.	And	for	the	support	of	this	declaration,	with	a	firm	reliance	on	the	protection	of	Divine	Providence,	we	mutually	pledge	to	each	other	our	lives,	our	fortunes	and	our	sacred	honor.	JOHN	HANCOCK,
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United	States,	in	order	to	form	a	more	perfect	Union,	establish	justice,	insure	domestic	tranquility,	provide	for	the	common	defense,	promote	the	general	welfare,	and	secure	the	blessings	of	liberty	to	ourselves	and	our	posterity,	do	ordain	and	establish	this	Constitution	for	the	United	States	of	America.[2]	No	person	shall	be	a	Representative	who
shall	not	have	attained	the	age	of	twenty-five	years,	and	been	seven	years	a	Citizen	of	the	United	States,	and	who	shall	not,	when	elected,	be	an	inhabitant	of	that	State	in	which	he	shall	be	chosen.[3]Representatives	and	direct	taxes	shall	be	apportioned	among	the	several	States	which	may	be	included	within	this	Union,	according	to	their	respective
numbers,	which	shall	be	determined	by	adding	the	whole	number	of	free	persons,	including	those	bound	to	service	for	a	term	of	years,	and	excluding	Indians	not	taxed,	three-fifths	of	all	other	persons.[The	previous	sentence	was	changed	byAmendment	XIV.]	The	actual	enumeration	shall	be	made	within	three	years	after	the	first	meeting	of	the
Congress	of	the	United	States,	and	within	every	subsequent	term	of	ten	years,	in	such	manner	as	they	shall	by	law	direct.	The	number	of	Representatives	shall	not	exceed	one	for	every	thirty	thousand,	but	each	State	shall	have	at	least	one	Representative;	and	until	such	enumeration	shall	be	made,	the	State	of	New	Hampshire	shall	be	entitled	to
choose	three,	Massachusetts	eight,	Rhode	Island	and	Providence	Plantations	one,	Connecticut	five,	New	York	six,	New	Jersey	four,	Pennsylvania	eight,	Delaware	one,	Maryland	six,	Virginia	ten,	North	Carolina	five,	South	Carolina	five,	and	Georgia	three.[4]	When	vacancies	happen	in	the	representation	from	any	State,	the	Executive	Authority	thereof
shall	issue	writs	of	election	to	fill	such	vacancies.[5]	The	House	of	Representatives	shall	choose	their	Speaker	and	other	officers;	and	shall	have	the	sole	power	of	impeachment.[2]	Immediately	after	they	shall	be	assembled	in	consequence	of	the	first	election,	they	shall	be	divided	as	equally	as	may	be	into	three	classes.	The	seats	of	the	Senators	of	the
first	class	shall	be	vacated	at	the	expiration	of	the	second	year,	of	the	second	class	at	the	expiration	of	the	fourth	year,	and	of	the	third	class	at	the	expiration	of	the	sixth	year,	so	that	one-third	may	be	chosen	every	second	year;and	if	vacancies	happen	by	resignation,	or	otherwise,	during	the	recess	of	the	Legislature	of	any	State,	the	Executive	thereof
may	make	temporary	appointments	until	the	next	meeting	of	the	Legislature,	which	shall	then	fill	such	vacancies.	[The	words	in	italics	were	superseded	byAmendment	XVII.][3]	No	person	shall	be	a	Senator	who	shall	not	have	attained	to	the	age	of	thirty	years,	and	been	nine	years	a	Citizen	of	the	United	States,	and	who	shall	not,	when	elected,	be	an
inhabitant	of	that	State	for	which	he	shall	be	chosen.[4]	The	Vice-President	of	the	United	States	shall	be	President	of	the	Senate,	but	shall	have	no	vote,	unless	they	be	equally	divided.[5]	The	Senate	shall	choose	their	other	officers,	and	also	a	President	pro	tempore,	in	the	absence	of	the	Vice	President,	or	when	he	shall	exercise	the	office	of	the
President	of	the	United	States.[6]	The	Senate	shall	have	the	sole	power	to	try	all	impeachments.	When	sitting	for	that	purpose,	they	shall	be	on	oath	or	affirmation.	When	the	President	of	the	United	States	is	tried,	the	Chief	Justice	shall	preside:	and	no	person	shall	be	convicted	without	the	concurrence	of	two-thirds	of	the	members	present.[7]
Judgement	in	cases	of	impeachment	shall	not	extend	further	than	to	removal	from	office,	and	disqualification	to	hold	and	enjoy	any	office	of	honor,	trust,	or	profit	under	the	United	States:	but	the	party	convicted	shall	nevertheless	be	liable	and	subject	to	indictment,	trial,	judgement	and	punishment,	according	to	law.[2]	The	Congress	shall	assemble	at
least	once	in	every	year,	and	such	meeting	shallbe	on	the	first	Monday	in	December,[The	words	in	italics	were	changed	byAmendment	XX]	unless	they	by	law	appoint	a	different	day.[3]	Each	House	shall	keep	a	journal	of	its	proceedings,	and	from	time	to	time	publish	the	same,	excepting	such	parts	as	may	in	their	judgement	require	secrecy;	and	the
yeas	and	nays	of	the	members	of	either	House	on	any	question	shall,	at	the	desire	of	one-fifth	of	those	present,	be	entered	on	the	journal.[4]	Neither	House,	during	the	session	of	Congress,	shall,	without	the	consent	of	the	other,	adjourn	for	more	than	three	days,	nor	to	any	other	place	than	that	in	which	the	two	Houses	shall	be	sitting.	Section.	6.[1]
The	Senators	and	Representatives	shall	receive	a	compensation	for	their	services,	to	be	ascertained	by	law,	and	paid	out	of	the	Treasury	of	the	United	States.	They	shall	in	all	cases,	except	treason,	felony	and	breach	of	the	peace,	be	privileged	from	arrest	during	their	attendance	at	the	session	of	their	respective	Houses,	and	in	going	to	and	returning
from	the	same;	and	for	any	speech	or	debate	in	either	House,	they	shall	not	be	questioned	in	any	other	place.[2]	No	Senator	or	Representative	shall,	during	the	time	for	which	he	was	elected,	be	appointed	to	any	civil	office	under	the	authority	of	the	United	States,	which	shall	have	increased	during	such	time;	and	no	person	holding	any	office	under
the	United	States,	shall	be	a	member	of	either	House	during	his	continuance	in	office.Section.	7.[1]	All	bills	for	raising	revenue	shall	originate	in	the	House	of	Representatives;	but	the	Senate	may	propose	or	concur	with	amendments	as	on	other	bills.[2]	Every	bill	which	shall	have	passed	the	House	of	Representatives	and	the	Senate,	shall,	before	it
become	a	law,	be	presented	to	the	president	of	the	United	States;	if	he	approve,	he	shall	sign	it,	but	if	not,	he	shall	return	it,	with	his	objections,	to	that	house	in	which	it	shall	have	originated,	who	shall	enter	the	objections	at	large	on	their	journal,	and	proceed	to	reconsider	it.	If	after	such	reconsideration,	two	thirds	of	that	house	shall	agree	to	pass
the	bill,	it	shall	be	sent,	together	with	the	objections,	to	the	other	house,	by	which	it	shall	likewise	be	reconsidered,	and	if	approved	by	two-thirds	of	that	house,	it	shall	become	a	law.	But	in	all	such	cases	the	votes	of	both	houses	shall	be	determined	by	yeas	and	nays,	and	the	names	of	the	persons	voting	for	and	against	the	bill	shall	be	entered	on	the
journal	of	each	house	respectively.	If	any	bill	shall	not	be	returned	by	the	president	within	ten	days	(Sundays	excepted)	after	it	shall	have	been	presented	to	him,	the	same	shall	be	a	law,	in	like	manner	as	if	he	had	signed	it,	unless	the	Congress	by	their	adjournment	prevent	its	return,	in	which	case	it	shall	not	be	a	law.[3]	Every	order,	resolution,	or
vote	to	which	the	concurrence	of	the	Senate	and	House	of	Representatives	may	be	necessary	(except	on	a	question	of	adjournment)	shall	be	presented	to	the	president	of	the	United	States;	and	before	the	same	shall	take	effect,	shall	be	approved	by	him,	or,	being	disapproved	by	him,	shall	be	re-passed	by	two-thirds	of	the	Senate	and	House	of
Representatives,	according	to	the	rules	and	limitations	prescribed	in	the	case	of	a	bill.[2]	To	borrow	money	on	the	credit	of	the	United	States;[3]	To	regulate	commerce	with	foreign	nations,	and	among	the	several	states,and	with	the	Indian	tribes;[4]	To	establish	an	uniform	rule	of	naturalization,	and	uniform	laws	on	the	subject	of	bankruptcies
throughout	the	United	States;[5]	To	coin	money,	regulate	the	value	thereof,	and	of	foreign	coin,	and	fix	the	standard	of	weights	and	measures;[6]	To	provide	for	the	punishment	of	counterfeiting	the	securities	and	current	coin	of	the	United	States;[7]	To	establish	post-offices	and	post-roads;[8]	To	promote	the	progress	of	science	and	useful	arts,	by
securing	for	limited	times	to	authors	and	inventors	the	exclusive	right	to	their	respective	writings	and	discoveries;[9]	To	constitute	tribunals	inferior	to	the	supreme	court;[10]	To	define	and	punish	piracies	and	felonies	committed	on	the	high	seas,	and	offences	against	the	law	of	nations;[11]To	declare	war,	grant	letters	of	marque	and	reprisal,	and
make	rules	concerning	captures	on	land	and	water;[12]To	raise	and	support	armies,	but	no	appropriation	of	money	to	that	use	shall	be	for	a	longer	term	than	two	years;[13]To	provide	and	maintain	a	navy;[14]	To	make	rules	for	the	government	and	regulation	of	the	land	and	naval	forces;[15]	To	provide	for	calling	forth	the	militia	to	execute	the	laws	of
the	union,	suppress	insurrections	and	repel	invasions;[16]	To	provide	for	organizing,	arming	and	disciplining	the	militia,	and	for	governing	such	part	of	them	as	may	be	employed	in	the	service	of	the	United	States,	reserving	to	the	states	respectively,	the	appointment	of	the	officers,	and	the	authority	of	training	the	militia	according	to	the	discipline
prescribed	by	Congress;[17]	To	exercise	exclusive	legislation	in	all	cases	whatsoever,	over	such	district	(not	exceeding	ten	miles	square)	as	may,	by	cession	of	particular	states,	and	the	acceptance	of	Congress,	become	the	seat	of	the	government	of	the	United	States,	and	to	exercise	like	authority	over	all	places	purchased	by	the	consent	of	the
legislature	of	the	state	in	which	the	same	shall	be,	for	the	erection	of	forts,	magazines,	arsenals,	dock-yards,	and	other	needful	buildings;--And[18]	To	make	all	laws	which	shall	be	necessary	and	proper	for	carrying	into	execution	the	foregoing	powers,	and	all	other	powers	vested	by	this	constitution	in	the	government	of	the	United	States,	or	in	any
department	or	officer	thereof.Section.	9.[1]	The	migration	or	importation	of	such	persons	as	any	of	the	states	now	existing	shall	think	proper	to	admit,	shall	not	be	prohibited	by	the	Congress	prior	to	the	year	1808,	but	a	tax	or	duty	may	be	imposed	on	such	importations,	not	exceeding	10	dollars	for	each	person.[2]	The	privilege	of	the	writ	of	habeas
corpus	shall	not	be	suspended,	unless	when	in	cases	of	rebellion	or	invasion	the	public	safety	may	require	it.[3]	No	bill	of	attainder	or	ex	post	facto	law	shall	be	passed.[4]	No	capitation,	or	other	direct	tax	shall	be	laid	unless	in	proportion	to	the	census	or	enumeration	herein	before	directed	to	be	taken.	[Modified	byAmendement	XVI.][5]	No	tax	or	duty
shall	be	laid	on	articles	exported	from	any	state.[6]	No	preference	shall	be	given	by	any	regulation	of	commerce	or	revenue	to	the	ports	of	one	state	over	those	of	another:	nor	shall	vessels	bound	to,	or	from	one	state,	be	obliged	to	enter,	clear,	or	pay	duties	in	another.[7]	No	money	shall	be	drawn	from	the	treasury	but	in	consequence	of
appropriations	made	by	law;	and	a	regular	statement	and	account	of	the	receipts	and	expenditures	of	all	public	money	shall	be	published	from	time	to	time.[8]	No	title	of	nobility	shall	be	granted	by	the	United	States:	And	no	person	holding	any	office	or	profit	or	trust	under	them,	shall,	without	the	consent	of	the	Congress,	accept	of	any	present,
emolument,	office,	or	title,	of	any	kind	whatever,	from	any	king,	prince,	or	foreign	state.Section.	10.[1]	No	state	shall	enter	into	any	treaty,	alliance,	or	confederation;	grant	letters	of	marque	and	reprisal;	coin	money;	emit	bills	of	credit;	make	any	thing	but	gold	and	silver	coin	a	tender	in	payment	of	debts;	pass	any	bill	of	attainder,	ex	post	facto	law,	or
law	impairing	the	obligation	of	contracts,	or	grant	any	title	of	nobility.[2]	No	state	shall,	without	the	consent	of	the	Congress,	lay	any	imposts	or	duties	on	imports	or	exports,	except	what	may	be	absolutely	necessary	for	executing	its	inspection	laws;	and	the	net	produce	of	all	duties	and	imposts,	laid	by	any	state	on	imports	or	exports,	shall	be	for	the
use	of	the	treasury	of	the	United	States;	and	all	such	laws	shall	be	subject	to	the	revision	and	control	of	the	Congress.[3]	No	state	shall,	without	the	consent	of	Congress,	lay	any	duty	of	tonnage,	keep	troops,	or	ships	of	war	in	time	of	peace,	enter	into	any	agreement	or	compact	with	another	state,	or	with	a	foreign	power,	or	engage	in	a	war,	unless
actually	invaded,	or	in	such	imminent	danger	as	will	not	admit	of	delay.Section.	1.[1]	The	Executive	power	shall	be	vested	in	a	President	of	the	United	States	of	America.	He	shall	hold	office	during	the	term	of	four	years,	and	together	with	the	Vice	President,	chosen	for	the	same	term,	be	elected	as	follows:[2]	Each	State	shall	appoint,	in	such	manner
as	the	Legislature	may	direct,	a	number	of	electors,	equal	to	the	whole	number	of	Senators	and	Representatives	to	which	the	State	may	be	entitled	in	the	Congress:	but	no	Senator	or	Representative,	or	person	holding	an	office	of	trust	or	profit	under	the	United	States,	shall	be	appointed	an	elector.The	electors	shall	meet	in	their	respective	States,	and
vote	by	ballot	for	two	persons,	of	whom	one	at	least	shall	not	be	an	inhabitant	of	the	same	State	with	themselves.	And	they	shall	make	a	list	of	all	the	persons	voted	for	each;	which	list	they	shall	sign	and	certify,	and	transmit	sealed	to	the	seat	of	Government	of	the	United	States,	directed	to	the	President	of	the	Senate.	The	President	of	the	Senate
shall,	in	the	presence	of	the	Senate	and	House	of	Representatives,	open	all	the	certificates,	and	the	votes	shall	then	be	counted.	The	person	having	the	greatest	number	of	votes	shall	be	the	President,	if	such	number	be	a	majority	of	the	whole	number	of	electors	appointed;	and	if	there	be	more	than	one	who	have	such	majority,	and	have	an	equal



number	of	votes,	then	the	House	of	Representatives	shall	immediately	choose	by	ballot	one	of	them	for	President;	and	if	no	person	have	a	majority,	then	from	the	five	highest	on	the	list	the	said	House	shall	in	like	manner	choose	the	President.	But	in	choosing	the	President,	the	votes	shall	be	taken	by	States,	the	representation	from	each	State	having
one	vote;	a	quorum	for	this	purpose	shall	consist	of	a	member	or	members	from	two-thirds	of	the	States,	and	a	majority	of	all	the	States	shall	be	necessary	to	a	choice.	In	every	case,	after	the	choice	of	the	President,	the	person	having	the	greatest	number	of	votes	of	the	electors	shall	be	the	Vice	President.	But	if	there	should	remain	two	or	more	who
have	equal	votes,	the	Senate	shall	choose	from	them	by	ballot	the	Vice	President.[The	clause	in	italics	was	changed	byAmendment	XII.][3]	The	Congress	may	determine	the	time	of	choosing	the	electors,	and	the	day	on	which	they	shall	give	their	votes;	which	day	shall	be	the	same	throughout	the	United	States.[4]	No	person	except	a	natural	born
Citizen,	or	a	Citizen	of	the	United	States,	at	the	time	of	the	adoption	of	this	Constitution,	shall	be	eligible	to	the	office	of	President;	neither	shall	any	person	be	eligible	to	that	office	who	shall	not	have	attained	to	the	age	of	thirty-five	years,	and	been	fourteen	years	a	resident	within	the	United	States.[5]In	case	of	the	removal	of	the	President	from
office,	or	of	his	death,	resignation,	or	inability	to	discharge	the	powers	and	duties	of	the	said	office,	the	same	shall	devolve	on	the	Vice	President,	and	the	Congress	may	by	law	provide	for	the	case	of	removal,	death,	resignation,	or	inability,	both	of	the	President	and	Vice	President,	declaring	what	officer	shall	then	act	as	President,	and	such	officer
shall	act	accordingly,	until	the	disability	be	removed,	or	a	President	shall	be	elected.	[This	clause	has	been	modified	byAmendment	XXandAmendment	XXV.][6]	The	President	shall,	at	stated	times,	receive	for	his	services,	a	compensation,	which	shall	neither	be	increased	nor	diminished	during	the	period	for	which	he	shall	have	been	elected,	and	he
shall	not	receive	within	that	period	any	other	emolument	from	the	United	States,	or	any	of	them.[7]	Before	he	enter	on	the	execution	of	his	office,	he	shall	take	the	following	oath	or	affirmation:"I	do	solemnly	swear	(or	affirm)	that	I	will	faithfully	execute	the	office	of	the	President	of	the	United	States,	and	will	to	the	best	of	my	ability,	preserve,	protect
and	defend	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States."Section.	2.[1]	The	President	shall	be	Commander-in-Chief	of	the	Army	and	Navy	of	the	United	States,	and	of	the	militia	of	the	several	States,	when	called	into	the	actual	service	of	the	United	States;	he	may	require	the	opinion,	in	writing,	of	the	principal	officer	in	each	of	the	executive	departments,
upon	any	subject	relating	to	the	duties	of	their	respective	offices,	and	he	shall	have	power	to	grant	reprieves	and	pardons	for	offenses	against	the	United	States,	except	in	cases	of	impeachment.[2]	He	shall	have	power,	by	and	with	the	advice	and	consent	of	the	Senate,	to	make	treaties,	provided	two-thirds	of	the	Senators	present	concur;	and	he	shall
nominate,	and	by	and	with	the	advice	and	consent	of	the	Senate,	shall	appoint	ambassadors,	other	public	ministers	and	consuls,	judges	of	the	Supreme	Court,	and	all	other	officers	of	the	United	States,	whose	appointments	are	not	herein	otherwise	provided	for,	and	which	shall	be	established	by	law:	but	the	Congress	may	by	law	vest	the	appointment
of	such	inferior	officers,	as	they	think	proper,	in	the	President	alone,	in	the	courts	of	law,	or	in	the	heads	of	departments.[3]	The	President	shall	have	the	power	to	fill	up	all	vacancies	that	may	happen	during	the	recess	of	the	Senate,	by	granting	commissions,	which	shall	expire	at	the	end	of	their	next	session.Section.	3.He	shall	from	time	to	time	give
to	the	Congress	information	of	the	state	of	the	Union,	and	recommend	to	their	consideration	such	measures	as	he	shall	judge	necessary	and	expedient;	he	may,	on	extraordinary	occasions,	convene	both	Houses,	or	either	of	them,	and	in	case	of	disagreement	between	them,	with	respect	to	the	time	of	adjournment,	he	may	adjourn	them	to	such	time	as
he	shall	think	proper;	he	may	receive	ambassadors,	and	other	public	ministers;	he	shall	take	care	that	the	laws	be	faithfully	executed,	and	shall	commission	all	the	officers	of	the	United	States.Section.	4.The	President,	Vice	President,	and	all	civil	officers	of	the	United	States,	shall	be	removed	from	office	on	impeachment	for,	and	conviction	of,	treason,
bribery,	or	other	high	crimes	and	misdemeanors.Section.	1.The	judicial	power	of	the	United	States,	shall	be	vested	in	one	supreme	court,	and	in	such	inferior	courts	as	the	Congress	may,	from	time	to	time,	ordain	and	establish.	The	judges,	both	of	the	supreme	and	inferior	courts,	shall	hold	their	offices	during	good	behaviour,	and	shall,	at	stated	times,
receive	for	their	services	a	compensation,	which	shall	not	be	diminished	during	their	continuance	in	office.Section.	2.[1]The	judicial	power	shall	extend	to	all	cases,	in	law	and	equity,	arising	under	this	constitution,	the	laws	of	the	United	States,	and	treaties	made,	or	which	shall	be	made	under	their	authority;	to	all	cases	affecting	ambassadors,	other
public	ministers	and	consuls;	to	all	cases	of	admiralty	and	maritime	jurisdiction;	to	controversies	to	which	the	United	States	shall	be	a	party;	to	controversies	between	two	or	more	states,	between	a	state	and	Citizens	of	another	state,	between	Citizens	of	different	states,	between	Citizens	of	the	same	state,	claiming	lands	under	grants	of	different
states,	and	between	a	state,	or	the	Citizens	thereof,	and	foreign	states,	Citizens	or	subjects.	[This	section	modified	byAmendment	XI.]2]In	all	cases	affecting	ambassadors,	other	public	ministers	and	consuls,	and	those	in	which	a	state	shall	be	a	party,	the	supreme	court	shall	have	original	jurisdiction.	In	all	the	other	cases	before-mentioned,	the
supreme	court	shall	have	appellate	jurisdiction,	both	as	to	law	and	fact,	with	such	exceptions,	and	under	such	regulations	as	the	Congress	shall	make.[3]The	trial	of	all	crimes,	except	in	cases	of	impeachment,	shall	be	by	jury;	and	such	trial	shall	be	held	in	the	state	where	the	said	crimes	shall	have	been	committed;	but	when	not	committed	within	any
state,	the	trial	shall	be	at	such	place	or	places	as	the	Congress	may	by	law	have	directed.Section.	3.[1]Treason	against	the	United	States	shall	consist	only	in	levying	war	against	them,	or	in	adhering	to	their	enemies,	giving	them	aid	and	comfort.	No	person	shall	be	convicted	of	treason	unless	on	the	testimony	of	two	witnesses	to	the	same	overt	act,	or
on	confession	in	open	court.[2]The	Congress	shall	have	power	to	declare	the	punishment	of	treason,	but	no	attainder	of	treason	shall	work	corruption	of	blood,	or	forfeiture,	except	during	the	life	of	the	person	attainted.Section.	1.Full	faith	and	credit	shall	be	given	in	each	state	to	the	public	acts,	records	and	judicial	proceedings	of	every	other	state.
And	the	Congress	may	by	general	laws	prescribe	the	manner	in	which	such	acts,	records	and	proceedings	shall	be	proved,	and	the	effect	thereof.Section.	2.[1]The	Citizens	of	each	state	shall	be	entitled	to	all	privileges	and	immunities	of	Citizens	in	the	several	states.[2]A	person	charged	in	any	state	with	treason,	felony,	or	other	crime,	who	shall	flee
justice,	and	be	found	in	another	state,	shall,	on	demand	of	the	executive	authority	of	the	state	from	which	he	fled,	be	delivered	up,	to	be	removed	to	the	state	having	jurisdiction	of	the	crime.[3]No	person	held	to	service	or	labour	in	one	state,	under	the	laws	thereof,	escaping	into	another,	shall,	in	consequence	of	any	law	or	regulation	therein,	be
discharged	from	such	service	or	labour,	but	shall	be	delivered	up	on	claim	of	the	party	to	whomsuch	service	or	labour	may	be	due.[This	clause	superseded	byAmendment	XIII.]Section.	3.[1]New	states	may	be	admitted	by	the	Congress	into	this	union;	but	no	new	state	shall	be	formed	or	erected	within	the	jurisdiction	of	any	other	state,	nor	any	state	be
formed	by	the	junction	of	two	or	more	states,	without	the	consent	of	the	legislatures	of	the	states	concerned,	as	well	as	of	the	Congress.[2]The	Congress	shall	have	power	to	dispose	of	and	make	all	needful	rules	and	regulations	respecting	the	territory	or	other	property	belonging	to	the	United	States;	and	nothing	in	this	constitution	shall	be	so
construed	as	to	prejudice	any	claims	of	the	United	States,	or	of	any	particular	state.Section.	4.The	United	States	shall	guarantee	to	every	state	in	this	union,	a	republican	form	of	government,	and	shall	protect	each	of	them	against	invasion;	and	on	application	of	the	legislature,	or	of	the	executive	(when	the	legislature	cannot	be	convened),	against
domestic	violence.The	Congress,	whenever	two-thirds	of	both	houses	shall	deem	it	necessary,	shall	propose	amendments	to	this	constitution,	or	on	the	application	of	the	legislatures	of	two-thirds	of	the	several	states,	shall	call	a	convention	for	proposing	amendments,	which	,	in	either	case,	shall	be	valid	to	all	intents	and	purposes,	as	part	of	this
constitution,	when	ratified	by	the	legislatures	of	three-fourths	of	the	several	states,	or	by	conventions	in	three-fourths	thereof,	as	the	one	or	the	other	mode	of	ratification	may	be	proposed	by	the	Congress:	Provided,	that	no	amendment	which	may	be	made	prior	to	the	year	1808,	shall	in	any	manner	affect	the	first	and	fourth	clauses	in	the	ninth
section	of	the	first	article;	and	that	no	state,	without	its	consent,	shall	be	deprived	of	its	equal	suffrage	in	the	Senate.[1]All	debts	contracted	and	engagements	entered	into,	before	the	adoption	of	this	constitution,	shall	be	as	valid	against	the	United	States	under	this	constitution,	as	under	the	confederation.[2]This	constitution,	and	the	laws	of	the
United	States	which	shall	be	made	in	pursuance	thereof;	and	all	treaties	made,	or	which	shall	be	made,	under	the	authority	of	the	United	States	shall	be	the	supreme	law	of	the	land;	and	the	judges	in	every	state	shall	be	bound	thereby,	any	thing	in	the	constitution	or	laws	of	any	state	to	the	contrary	notwithstanding.[3].The	senators	and
representatives	before-mentioned,	and	the	members	of	the	several	state	legislatures,	and	all	executive	and	judicial	officers,	both	of	the	United	States	and	of	the	several	states,	shall	be	bound	by	oath	or	affirmation,	to	support	this	constitution;	but	no	religious	test	shall	ever	be	required	as	a	qualification	to	any	office	or	public	trust	under	the	United
States.The	ratification	of	the	conventions	of	nine	states,	shall	be	sufficient	for	the	establishment	of	this	constitution	between	the	states	so	ratifying	the	same.Amendments	to	the	Constitution	ofthe	United	States	of	America[The	first	ten	Amendments	(Bill	of	Rights)	were	ratified	effective	December	15,	1791.]Congress	shall	make	no	law	respecting	an
establishment	of	religion,	or	prohibiting	the	free	exercise	thereof;	or	abridging	the	freedom	of	speech,	or	of	the	press;	or	the	right	of	the	people	peaceably	to	assemble,	and	to	petition	the	Government	for	a	redress	of	grievances.A	well-regulated	militia,	being	necessary	to	the	security	of	a	free	State,	the	right	of	the	people	to	keep	and	bear	arms,	shall
not	be	infringed.No	soldier	shall,	in	time	of	peace	be	quartered	in	any	house,	without	the	consent	of	the	owner,	nor	in	time	of	war,	but	in	a	manner	to	be	prescribed	by	law.The	right	of	the	people	to	be	secure	in	their	persons,	houses,	papers,	and	effects,	against	unreasonable	searches	and	seizures,	shall	not	be	violated,	and	no	warrants	shall	issue,	but
upon	probable	cause,	supported	by	oath	or	affirmation,	and	particularly	describing	the	place	to	be	searched,	and	the	persons	or	things	to	be	seized.No	person	shall	be	held	to	answer	for	a	capital,	or	otherwise	infamous	crime,	unless	on	a	presentment	or	indictment	of	a	Grand	Jury,	except	in	cases	arising	in	the	land	or	naval	forces,	or	in	the	militia,
when	in	actual	service	in	time	of	war	or	public	danger;	nor	shall	any	person	be	subject	for	the	same	offense	to	be	twice	put	in	jeopardy	of	life	or	limb;	nor	shall	be	compelled	in	any	criminal	case	to	be	a	witness	against	himself,	nor	be	deprived	of	life,	liberty,	or	property,	without	due	process	of	law;	nor	shall	private	property	be	taken	for	public	use
without	just	compensation.In	all	criminal	prosecutions,	the	accused	shall	enjoy	the	right	to	a	speedy	and	public	trial,	by	an	impartial	jury	of	the	State	and	district	wherein	the	crime	shall	have	been	committed,	which	district	shall	have	been	previously	ascertained	by	law,	and	to	be	informed	of	the	nature	and	cause	of	the	accusation;	to	be	confronted
with	the	witnesses	against	him;	to	have	compulsory	process	for	obtaining	witnesses	in	his	favor,	and	to	have	the	assistance	of	counsel	for	his	defense.In	suits	at	common	law,	where	the	value	in	controversy	shall	exceed	twenty	dollars,	the	right	of	trial	by	jury	shall	be	preserved,	and	no	fact	tried	by	a	jury	shall	be	otherwise	reexamined	in	any	court	of
the	United	States,	than	according	to	the	rules	of	the	common	law.Excessive	bail	shall	not	be	required,	nor	excessive	fines	imposed,	nor	cruel	and	unusual	punishments	inflicted.The	enumeration	in	the	Constitution,	of	certain	rights,	shall	not	be	construed	to	deny	or	disparage	others	retained	by	the	people.The	powers	not	delegated	to	the	United	States
by	the	Constitution,	nor	prohibited	by	it	to	the	States,	are	reserved	to	the	States	respectively,	or	to	the	people.[Passed	by	Congress	March	4,	1794.	Ratified	February	7,	1795.]The	judicial	power	of	the	United	States	shall	not	be	construed	to	extend	to	any	suit	in	law	or	equity,	commenced	or	prosecuted	against	one	of	the	United	States	by	citizens	of
another	State,	or	by	citizens	or	subjects	of	any	foreign	state.[This	Amendment	alteredArticle	2	Section	1	Part	2.][Passed	by	Congress	December	9,	1803.	Ratified	July	27,	1804.]The	Electors	shall	meet	in	their	respective	States	and	vote	by	ballot	for	President	and	Vice-President,	one	of	whom,	at	least,	shall	not	be	an	inhabitant	of	the	same	State	with
themselves;	they	shall	name	in	their	ballots	the	person	voted	for	as	President,	and	in	distinct	ballots	the	person	voted	for	as	Vice-President,	and	of	the	number	of	votes	for	each,	which	lists	they	shall	sign	and	certify,	and	transmit	sealed	to	the	seat	of	the	Government	of	the	United	States,	directed	to	the	President	of	the	Senate;	the	President	of	the
Senate	shall,	in	the	presence	of	the	Senate	and	House	of	Representatives,	open	all	the	certificates	and	the	votes	shall	then	be	counted;--The	person	having	the	greatest	number	of	votes	for	President,	shall	be	the	President,	if	such	number	be	a	majority	of	the	whole	number	of	Electors	appointed;	and	if	no	person	have	such	majority,	then	from	the
persons	having	the	highest	numbers	not	exceeding	three	on	the	list	of	those	voted	for	as	President,	the	House	of	Representatives	shall	choose	immediately,	by	ballot,	the	President.	But	in	choosing	the	President,	the	votes	shall	be	taken	by	States,	the	representation	from	each	State	having	one	vote;	a	quorum	for	this	purpose	shall	consist	of	a	member
or	members	from	two-thirds	of	the	States,	and	a	majority	of	all	the	States	shall	be	necessary	to	a	choice.And	if	the	House	of	Representatives	shall	not	choose	a	President	whenever	the	right	of	choice	shall	devolve	upon	them,	before	the	fourth	day	of	March	next	following,	then	the	Vice-President	shall	act	as	President,	as	in	case	of	the	death	or	other
constitutional	disability	of	the	President.[The	words	in	italics	were	superseded	byAmendment	XX.]	The	person	having	the	greatest	number	of	votes	as	Vice-President,	shall	be	the	Vice-President,	if	such	numbers	be	a	majority	of	the	whole	number	of	electors	appointed,	and	if	no	person	have	a	majority,	then	from	the	two	highest	numbers	on	the	list,	the
Senate	shall	choose	the	Vice-President;	a	quorum	for	the	purpose	shall	consist	of	two-thirds	of	the	whole	number	of	Senators,	and	a	majority	of	the	whole	number	shall	be	necessary	to	a	choice.	But	no	person	constitutionally	ineligible	to	the	office	of	President	shall	be	eligible	to	that	of	Vice-President	of	the	United	States.[Passed	by	Congress	January
31,	1865.	Ratified	December	6,	1865.]Section	1.	Neither	slavery	nor	involuntary	servitude,	except	as	a	punishment	for	crime	whereof	the	party	shall	have	been	duly	convicted,	shall	exist	within	the	United	States,	or	any	place	subject	to	their	jurisdiction.Section	2.	Congress	shall	have	power	to	enforce	this	article	by	appropriate	legislation.[Passed	by
Congress	June	13,	1866.	Ratified	July	9,	1868.]Section	1.All	persons	born	or	naturalized	in	the	United	States,	and	subject	to	the	jurisdiction	thereof,	are	citizens	of	the	United	States	and	of	the	State	wherein	they	reside.	No	State	shall	make	or	enforce	any	law	which	shall	abridge	the	privileges	or	immunities	of	citizens	of	the	United	States;	nor	shall
any	State	deprive	any	person	of	life,	liberty,	or	property,	without	due	process	of	law;	nor	to	deny	to	any	person	within	its	jurisdiction	the	equal	protection	of	the	laws.Section	2.Representatives	shall	be	apportioned	among	the	several	States	according	to	their	respective	numbers,	counting	the	whole	number	of	persons	in	each	State,	excluding	Indians
not	taxed.	But	when	the	right	to	vote	at	any	election	for	the	choice	of	Electors	for	President	and	Vice-President	of	the	United	States,	Representatives	in	Congress,	the	executive	and	judicial	officers	of	a	State,	or	the	members	of	the	legislature	thereof,	is	denied	to	any	of	the	male	inhabitants	of	such	State,	being	twenty-one	years	of	age,	and	citizens	of
the	United	States,	or	in	any	way	abridged,	except	for	participation	in	rebellion,	or	other	crime,	the	basis	of	representation	therein	shall	be	reduced	in	the	proportion	which	the	number	of	such	male	citizens	shall	bear	to	the	whole	number	of	male	citizens	twenty-one	years	of	age	in	such	State.Section	3.No	person	shall	be	a	Senator	or	Representative	in
Congress,	or	Elector	of	President	and	Vice-President,	or	hold	any	office,	civil	or	military,	under	the	United	States,	or	under	any	State,	who,	having	previously	taken	an	oath,	as	a	member	of	Congress,	or	as	an	officer	of	the	United	States,	or	as	a	member	of	any	State	Legislature,	or	as	an	executive	or	judicial	officer	of	any	State,	to	support	the
Constitution	of	the	United	States,	shall	have	engaged	in	insurrection	or	rebellion	against	the	same,	or	given	aid	or	comfort	to	the	enemies	thereof.	But	Congress	may	by	a	vote	of	two-thirds	of	each	House,	remove	such	disability.Section	4.The	validity	of	the	public	debt	of	the	United	States,	authorized	by	law,	including	debts	incurred	for	payment	of
pensions	and	bounties	for	services	in	suppressing	insurrection	or	rebellion,	shall	not	be	questioned.	But	neither	the	United	States	nor	any	State	shall	assume	or	pay	any	debt	or	obligation	incurred	in	aid	of	insurrection	or	rebellion	against	the	United	States,	or	any	claim	for	the	loss	or	emancipation	of	any	slave;	but	all	such	debts,	obligations	and
claims	shall	be	held	illegal	and	void.Section	5.The	Congress	shall	have	the	power	to	enforce,	by	appropriate	legislation,	the	provisions	of	this	article.[Passed	by	Congress	February	26,	1869.	Ratified	February	3,	1870.]Section	1.The	right	of	citizens	of	the	United	States	to	vote	shall	not	be	denied	or	abridged	by	the	United	States	or	by	any	State	on
account	of	race,	color,	or	previous	condition	of	servitude.Section	2.The	Congress	shall	have	the	power	to	enforce	this	article	by	appropriate	legislation.[Passed	by	Congress	July	2,	1909.	Ratified	February	3,	1913.]The	Congress	shall	have	power	to	lay	and	collect	taxes	on	incomes,	from	whatever	sources	derived,	without	apportionment	among	the
several	States,	and	without	regard	to	any	census	or	enumeration.[Passed	by	Congress	May	13,	1912.	Ratified	April	8,	1913.][1]	The	Senate	of	the	United	States	shall	be	composed	of	two	Senators	from	each	State,	elected	by	the	people	thereof,	for	six	years;	and	each	Senator	shall	have	one	vote.	The	electors	in	each	State	shall	have	the	qualifications
requisite	for	electors	of	the	most	numerous	branch	of	the	State	Legislatures.[2]	When	vacancies	happen	in	the	representation	of	any	State	in	the	Senate,	the	executive	authority	of	such	State	shall	issue	writs	of	election	to	fill	such	vacancies:	Provided,	That	the	Legislature	of	any	State	may	empower	the	Executive	thereof	to	make	temporary
appointments	until	the	people	fill	the	vacancies	by	election	as	the	Legislature	may	direct.[3]	This	amendment	shall	not	be	so	construed	as	to	affect	the	election	or	term	of	any	Senator	chosen	before	it	becomes	valid	as	part	of	the	Constitution.[Passed	by	Congress	December	18,	1917.	Ratified	January	16,	1919.][Altered	by	Amendment	XXI]Section
1.After	one	year	from	the	ratification	of	this	article	the	manufacture,	sale,	or	transportation	of	intoxicating	liquors	within,	the	importation	thereof	into,	or	the	exportation	thereof	from	the	United	States	and	all	territory	subject	to	the	jurisdiction	thereof	for	beverage	purposes	is	hereby	prohibited.Section	2.The	Congress	and	the	several	States	shall	have
concurrent	power	to	enforce	this	article	by	appropriate	legislation.Section	3.This	article	shall	be	inoperative	unless	it	shall	have	been	ratified	as	an	amendment	to	the	Constitution	by	the	Legislatures	of	the	several	States,	as	provided	in	the	Constitution,	within	seven	years	from	the	date	of	the	submission	hereof	to	the	States	by	the	Congress.[Passed	by
Congress	June	4,	1919.	Ratified	August	18,	1920.][1]	The	right	of	citizens	of	the	United	States	to	vote	shall	not	be	denied	or	abridged	by	the	United	States	or	by	any	State	on	account	of	sex.[2]	Congress	shall	have	power	to	enforce	this	article	by	appropriate	legislation.[Passed	by	Congress	March	2,	1932.	Ratified	January	23,	1933.][This	Amendment
alteredArticle	1	Section	4	Part	2andArticle	2	Section	1	Part5.]Section	1.The	terms	of	the	President	and	the	Vice-President	shall	end	at	noon	on	the	20th	day	of	January,	and	the	terms	of	Senators	and	Representatives	at	noon	on	the	3rd	day	of	January,	of	the	years	in	which	such	terms	would	have	ended	if	this	article	had	not	been	ratified;	and	the	terms
of	their	successors	shall	then	begin.Section	2.The	Congress	shall	assemble	at	least	once	in	every	year,	and	such	meeting	shall	begin	at	noon	on	the	3rd	day	of	January,	unless	they	shall	by	law	appoint	a	different	day.Section	3.If,	at	the	time	fixed	for	the	beginning	of	the	term	of	the	President,	the	President	elect	shall	have	died,	the	Vice-President	elect
shall	become	President.	If	a	President	shall	not	have	been	chosen	before	the	time	fixed	for	the	beginning	of	his	term,	or	if	the	President	elect	shall	have	failed	to	qualify,	then	the	Vice-President	elect	shall	act	as	President	until	a	President	shall	have	qualified;	and	the	Congress	may	by	law	provide	for	the	case	wherein	neither	a	President	elect	nor	a
Vice-President	shall	have	qualified,	declaring	who	shall	then	act	as	President,	or	the	manner	in	which	one	who	is	to	act	shall	be	selected,	and	such	person	shall	act	accordingly	until	a	President	or	Vice-President	shall	have	qualified.Section	4.The	Congress	may	by	law	provide	for	the	case	of	the	death	of	any	of	the	persons	from	whom	the	House	of
representatives	may	choose	a	President	whenever	the	right	of	choice	shall	have	devolved	upon	them,	and	for	the	case	of	the	death	of	any	of	the	persons	from	whom	the	Senate	may	choose	a	Vice-President	whenever	the	right	of	choice	shall	have	devolved	upon	them.Section	5.Sections	1	and	2	shall	take	effect	on	the	15th	day	of	October	following	the
ratification	of	this	article	(October	1933).Section	6.This	article	shall	be	inoperative	unless	it	shall	have	been	ratified	as	an	amendment	to	the	Constitution	by	the	Legislatures	of	three-fourths	of	the	several	States	within	seven	years	from	the	date	of	its	submission.[Passed	by	Congress	February	20,	1933.	Ratified	December	5,	1933.]Section	1.
TheEighteentharticle	of	amendment	to	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States	is	hereby	repealed.Section	2.The	transportation	or	importation	into	any	State,	Territory,	or	Possession	of	the	United	States	for	delivery	or	use	therein	of	intoxicating	liquors,	in	violation	of	the	laws	thereof,	is	hereby	prohibited.Section	3.This	article	shall	be	inoperative	unless
it	shall	have	been	ratified	as	an	amendment	to	the	Constitution	by	conventions	in	the	several	States,	as	provided	in	the	Constitution,	within	seven	years	from	the	date	of	the	submission	hereof	to	the	States	by	the	Congress.[Passed	by	Congress	March	21,	1947.	Ratified	February	27,	1951.]Section	1.No	person	shall	be	elected	to	the	office	of	the
President	more	than	twice,	and	no	person	who	has	held	the	office	of	President,	or	acted	as	President,	for	more	that	two	years	of	a	term	to	which	some	other	person	was	elected	President	shall	be	elected	to	the	office	of	President	more	than	once.But	this	Article	shall	not	apply	to	any	person	holding	the	office	of	President	when	this	Article	was	proposed
by	Congress,	and	shall	not	prevent	any	person	who	may	be	holding	the	office	of	President,	or	acting	as	President,	during	the	term	the	term	within	which	this	Article	becomes	operative	from	holding	the	office	of	President	or	acting	as	President	during	the	remainder	of	such	term.Section	2.This	article	shall	be	inoperative	unless	it	shall	have	been	ratified
as	an	amendment	to	the	Constitution	by	the	Legislatures	of	three-fourths	of	the	several	States	within	seven	years	from	the	date	of	its	submission	to	the	States	by	the	Congress.[Passed	by	Congress	June	16,	1960.	Ratified	March	29,	1961.]Section	1.The	District	constituting	the	seat	of	Government	of	the	United	States	shall	appoint	in	such	manner	as
Congress	may	direct:A	number	of	electors	of	President	and	Vice	President	equal	to	the	whole	number	of	Senators	and	Representatives	in	Congress	to	which	the	District	would	be	entitled	if	it	were	a	State,	but	in	no	event	more	than	the	least	populous	State;	they	shall	be	in	addition	to	those	appointed	by	the	States,	but	they	shall	be	considered,	for	the
purposes	of	the	election	of	President	and	Vice	President,	to	be	electors	appointed	by	a	State;	and	they	shall	meet	in	the	District	and	perform	such	duties	as	provided	by	the	twelfth	article	of	amendment.Section	2.The	Congress	shall	have	power	to	enforce	this	article	by	appropriate	legislation.[Passed	by	Congress	August	27,	1962.	Ratified	January
23,1964.][This	Amendment	alteredArticle	1	Section	2	Part	3.]Section	1.The	right	of	citizens	of	the	United	States	to	vote	in	any	primary	or	other	election	for	President	or	Vice	President,	for	electors	for	President	or	Vice	President,	or	for	Senator	or	Representative	in	Congress,	shall	not	be	denied	or	abridged	by	the	United	States	or	any	State	by	reason
of	failure	to	pay	poll	tax	or	any	other	tax.Section	2.Congress	shall	have	power	to	enforce	this	article	by	appropriate	legislation.[Passed	by	Congress	July	6,	1965.	Ratified	February	10,	1967.][This	Amendment	alteredArticle	2	Section	1	Part	5.]Section	1.In	case	of	the	removal	of	the	President	from	office	or	of	his	death	or	resignation,	the	Vice	President
shall	become	President.Section	2.Whenever	there	is	a	vacancy	in	the	office	of	the	Vice	President,	the	President	shall	nominate	a	Vice	President	who	shall	take	the	office	upon	confirmation	by	a	majority	vote	of	both	houses	of	CongressSection	3.Whenever	the	President	transmits	to	the	President	Pro	tempore	of	the	Senate	and	the	Speaker	of	the	House
of	Representatives	his	written	declaration	that	he	is	unable	to	discharge	the	powers	and	duties	of	his	office,	and	until	he	transmits	to	them	a	written	declaration	to	the	contrary,	such	powers	and	duties	shall	be	discharged	by	the	Vice	President	as	Acting	President.Section	4.[1]Whenever	the	Vice	President	and	a	majority	of	either	the	principal	officers
of	the	executive	departments	or	of	such	other	body	as	Congress	may	by	law	provide,	transmits	to	the	President	Pro	tempore	of	the	Senate	and	the	Speaker	of	the	House	of	Representatives	their	written	declaration	that	the	President	is	unable	to	discharge	the	powers	and	duties	of	his	office,	the	Vice	President	shall	immediately	assume	the	powers	and
duties	of	the	office	as	Acting	President.[2]	Thereafter,	when	the	President	transmits	to	the	President	Pro	tempore	of	the	Senate	and	the	Speaker	of	the	House	of	Representatives	his	written	declaration	that	no	inability	exists,	he	shall	resume	the	powers	and	duties	of	his	office	unless	the	Vice	President	and	a	majority	of	either	the	principal	officers	of
the	executive	departments	or	of	such	other	body	as	Congress	may	by	law	provide,	transmits	within	four	days	to	the	President	Pro	tempore	of	the	Senate	and	the	Speaker	of	the	House	of	Representatives	their	written	declaration	that	the	President	is	unable	to	discharge	the	powers	and	duties	of	his	office.	Thereupon	Congress	shall	decide	the	issue,
assembling	within	forty-eight	hours	for	that	purpose	if	not	in	session.	If	the	Congress,	within	twenty-one	days	after	receipt	of	the	latter	written	declaration,	or,	if	Congress	is	not	in	session	within	twenty-one	days	after	Congress	is	required	to	assemble,	determines	by	two-thirds	vote	of	both	houses	that	the	President	is	unable	to	discharge	the	powers
and	duties	of	his	office,	the	Vice	President	shall	continue	to	discharge	the	same	as	Acting	President;	otherwise,	the	President	shall	resume	the	powers	and	duties	of	his	office.[Passed	by	Congress	March	23,	1971.	Ratified	June	30,	1971.][This	Amendment	alteredArticle	1	Section	9	Part	4.]Section	1.The	right	of	citizens	of	the	United	States,	who	are	18
years	of	age	or	older,	to	vote	shall	not	be	denied	or	abridged	by	the	United	States	or	any	state	on	account	of	age.Section	2.The	Congress	shall	have	power	to	enforce	this	article	by	appropriate	legislation.[Passed	by	Congress	September	25,	1789.	Ratified	May	7,	1992.]No	law,	varying	the	compensation	for	services	of	the	Senators	and	Representatives,
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1926)	1796Friends	and	Citizens:The	period	for	a	new	election	of	a	citizen	to	administer	the	executive	government	of	the	United	States	being	not	far	distant,	and	the	time	actually	arrived	when	your	thoughts	must	be	employed	in	designating	the	person	who	is	to	be	clothed	with	that	important	trust,	it	appears	to	me	proper,	especially	as	it	may	conduce
to	a	more	distinct	expression	of	the	public	voice,	that	I	should	now	apprise	you	of	the	resolution	I	have	formed,	to	decline	being	considered	among	the	number	of	those	out	of	whom	a	choice	is	to	be	made.	I	beg	you,	at	the	same	time,	to	do	me	the	justice	to	be	assured	that	this	resolution	has	not	been	taken	without	a	strict	regard	to	all	the
considerations	appertaining	to	the	relation	which	binds	a	dutiful	citizen	to	his	country;	and	that	in	withdrawing	the	tender	of	service,	which	silence	in	my	situation	might	imply,	I	am	influenced	by	no	diminution	of	zeal	for	your	future	interest,	no	deficiency	of	grateful	respect	for	your	past	kindness,	but	am	supported	by	a	full	conviction	that	the	step	is
compatible	with	both.	The	acceptance	of,	and	continuance	hitherto	in,	the	office	to	which	your	suffrages	have	twice	called	me	have	been	a	uniform	sacrifice	of	inclination	to	the	opinion	of	duty	and	to	a	deference	for	what	appeared	to	be	your	desire.	I	constantly	hoped	that	it	would	have	been	much	earlier	in	my	power,	consistently	with	motives	which	I
was	not	at	liberty	to	disregard,	to	return	to	that	retirement	from	which	I	had	been	reluctantly	drawn.	The	strength	of	my	inclination	to	do	this,	previous	to	the	last	election,	had	even	led	to	the	preparation	of	an	address	to	declare	it	to	you;	but	mature	reflection	on	the	then	perplexed	and	critical	posture	of	our	affairs	with	foreign	nations,	and	the
unanimous	advice	of	persons	entitled	to	my	confidence,	impelled	me	to	abandon	the	idea.I	rejoice	that	the	state	of	your	concerns,	external	as	well	as	internal,	no	longer	renders	the	pursuit	of	inclination	incompatible	with	the	sentiment	of	duty	or	propriety,	and	am	persuaded,	whatever	partiality	may	be	retained	for	my	services,	that,	in	the	present
circumstances	of	our	country,	you	will	not	disapprove	my	determination	to	retire.	The	impressions	with	which	I	first	undertook	the	arduous	trust	were	explained	on	the	proper	occasion.	In	the	discharge	of	this	trust,	I	will	only	say	that	I	have,	with	good	intentions,	contributed	towards	the	organization	and	administration	of	the	government	the	best
exertions	of	which	a	very	fallible	judgment	was	capable.	Not	unconscious	in	the	outset	of	the	inferiority	of	my	qualifications,	experience	in	my	own	eyes,	perhaps	still	more	in	the	eyes	of	others,	has	strengthened	the	motives	to	diffidence	of	myself;	and	every	day	the	increasing	weight	of	years	admonishes	me	more	and	more	that	the	shade	of	retirement
is	as	necessary	to	me	as	it	will	be	welcome.	Satisfied	that	if	any	circumstances	have	given	peculiar	value	to	my	services,	they	were	temporary,	I	have	the	consolation	to	believe	that,	while	choice	and	prudence	invite	me	to	quit	the	political	scene,	patriotism	does	not	forbid	it.	In	looking	forward	to	the	moment	which	is	intended	to	terminate	the	career	of
my	public	life,	my	feelings	do	not	permit	me	to	suspend	the	deep	acknowledgment	of	that	debt	of	gratitude	which	I	owe	to	my	beloved	country	for	the	many	honors	it	has	conferred	upon	me;	still	more	for	the	steadfast	confidence	with	which	it	has	supported	me;	and	for	the	opportunities	I	have	thence	enjoyed	of	manifesting	my	inviolable	attachment,
by	services	faithful	and	persevering,	though	in	usefulness	unequal	to	my	zeal.	If	benefits	have	resulted	to	our	country	from	these	services,	let	it	always	be	remembered	to	your	praise,	and	as	an	instructive	example	in	our	annals,	that	under	circumstances	in	which	the	passions,	agitated	in	every	direction,	were	liable	to	mislead,	amidst	appearances
sometimes	dubious,	vicissitudes	of	fortune	often	discouraging,	in	situations	in	which	not	unfrequently	want	of	success	has	countenanced	the	spirit	of	criticism,	the	constancy	of	your	support	was	the	essential	prop	of	the	efforts,	and	a	guarantee	of	the	plans	by	which	they	were	effected.	Profoundly	penetrated	with	this	idea,	I	shall	carry	it	with	me	to	my
grave,	as	a	strong	incitement	to	unceasing	vows	that	heaven	may	continue	to	you	the	choicest	tokens	of	its	beneficence;	that	your	union	and	brotherly	affection	may	be	perpetual;	that	the	free	Constitution,	which	is	the	work	of	your	hands,	may	be	sacredly	maintained;	that	its	administration	in	every	department	may	be	stamped	with	wisdom	and
virtue;	that,	in	fine,	the	happiness	of	the	people	of	these	States,	under	the	auspices	of	liberty,	may	be	made	complete	by	so	careful	a	preservation	and	so	prudent	a	use	of	this	blessing	as	will	acquire	to	them	the	glory	of	recommending	it	to	the	applause,	the	affection,	and	adoption	of	every	nation	which	is	yet	a	stranger	to	it.	Here,	perhaps,	I	ought	to
stop.	But	a	solicitude	for	your	welfare,	which	cannot	end	but	with	my	life,	and	the	apprehension	of	danger,	natural	to	that	solicitude,	urge	me,	on	an	occasion	like	the	present,	to	offer	to	your	solemn	contemplation,	and	to	recommend	to	your	frequent	review,	some	sentiments	which	are	the	result	of	much	reflection,	of	no	inconsiderable	observation,
and	which	appear	to	me	all-important	to	the	permanency	of	your	felicity	as	a	people.	These	will	be	offered	to	you	with	the	more	freedom,	as	you	can	only	see	in	them	the	disinterested	warnings	of	a	parting	friend,	who	can	possibly	have	no	personal	motive	to	bias	his	counsel.	Nor	can	I	forget,	as	an	encouragement	to	it,	your	indulgent	reception	of	my
sentiments	on	a	former	and	not	dissimilar	occasion.	Interwoven	as	is	the	love	of	liberty	with	every	ligament	of	your	hearts,	no	recommendation	of	mine	is	necessary	to	fortify	or	confirm	the	attachment.	The	unity	of	government	which	constitutes	you	one	people	is	also	now	dear	to	you.	It	is	justly	so,	for	it	is	a	main	pillar	in	the	edifice	of	your	real
independence,	the	support	of	your	tranquility	at	home,	your	peace	abroad;	of	your	safety;	of	your	prosperity;	of	that	very	liberty	which	you	so	highly	prize.	But	as	it	is	easy	to	foresee	that,	from	different	causes	and	from	different	quarters,	much	pains	will	be	taken,	many	artifices	employed	to	weaken	in	your	minds	the	conviction	of	this	truth;	as	this	is
the	point	in	your	political	fortress	against	which	the	batteries	of	internal	and	external	enemies	will	be	most	constantly	and	actively	(though	often	covertly	and	insidiously)	directed,	it	is	of	infinite	moment	that	you	should	properly	estimate	the	immense	value	of	your	national	union	to	your	collective	and	individual	happiness;	that	you	should	cherish	a
cordial,	habitual,	and	immovable	attachment	to	it;	accustoming	yourselves	to	think	and	speak	of	it	as	of	the	palladium	of	your	political	safety	and	prosperity;	watching	for	its	preservation	with	jealous	anxiety;	discountenancing	whatever	may	suggest	even	a	suspicion	that	it	can	in	any	event	be	abandoned;	and	indignantly	frowning	upon	the	first
dawning	of	every	attempt	to	alienate	any	portion	of	our	country	from	the	rest,	or	to	enfeeble	the	sacred	ties	which	now	link	together	the	various	parts.	For	this	you	have	every	inducement	of	sympathy	and	interest.	Citizens,	by	birth	or	choice,	of	a	common	country,	that	country	has	a	right	to	concentrate	your	affections.	The	name	of	American,	which
belongs	to	you	in	your	national	capacity,	must	always	exalt	the	just	pride	of	patriotism	more	than	any	appellation	derived	from	local	discriminations.	With	slight	shades	of	difference,	you	have	the	same	religion,	manners,	habits,	and	political	principles.	You	have	in	a	common	cause	fought	and	triumphed	together;	the	independence	and	liberty	you
possess	are	the	work	of	joint	counsels,	and	joint	efforts	of	common	dangers,	sufferings,	and	successes.But	these	considerations,	however	powerfully	they	address	themselves	to	your	sensibility,	are	greatly	outweighed	by	those	which	apply	more	immediately	to	your	interest.	Here	every	portion	of	our	country	finds	the	most	commanding	motives	for
carefully	guarding	and	preserving	the	union	of	the	whole.	The	North,	in	an	unrestrained	intercourse	with	the	South,	protected	by	the	equal	laws	of	a	common	government,	finds	in	the	productions	of	the	latter	great	additional	resources	of	maritime	and	commercial	enterprise	and	precious	materials	of	manufacturing	industry.	The	South,	in	the	same
intercourse,	benefiting	by	the	agency	of	the	North,	sees	its	agriculture	grow	and	its	commerce	expand.	Turning	partly	into	its	own	channels	the	seamen	of	the	North,	it	finds	its	particular	navigation	invigorated;	and,	while	it	contributes,	in	different	ways,	to	nourish	and	increase	the	general	mass	of	the	national	navigation,	it	looks	forward	to	the
protection	of	a	maritime	strength,	to	which	itself	is	unequally	adapted.	The	East,	in	a	like	intercourse	with	the	West,	already	finds,	and	in	the	progressive	improvement	of	interior	communications	by	land	and	water,	will	more	and	more	find	a	valuable	vent	for	the	commodities	which	it	brings	from	abroad,	or	manufactures	at	home.	The	West	derives
from	the	East	supplies	requisite	to	its	growth	and	comfort,	and,	what	is	perhaps	of	still	greater	consequence,	it	must	of	necessity	owe	the	secure	enjoyment	of	indispensable	outlets	for	its	own	productions	to	the	weight,	influence,	and	the	future	maritime	strength	of	the	Atlantic	side	of	the	Union,	directed	by	an	indissoluble	community	of	interest	as	one
nation.	Any	other	tenure	by	which	the	West	can	hold	this	essential	advantage,	whether	derived	from	its	own	separate	strength,	or	from	an	apostate	and	unnatural	connection	with	any	foreign	power,	must	be	intrinsically	precarious.	While,	then,	every	part	of	our	country	thus	feels	an	immediate	and	particular	interest	in	union,	all	the	parts	combined
cannot	fail	to	find	in	the	united	mass	of	means	and	efforts	greater	strength,	greater	resource,	proportionably	greater	security	from	external	danger,	a	less	frequent	interruption	of	their	peace	by	foreign	nations;	and,	what	is	of	inestimable	value,	they	must	derive	from	union	an	exemption	from	those	broils	and	wars	between	themselves,	which	so
frequently	afflict	neighboring	countries	not	tied	together	by	the	same	governments,	which	their	own	rival	ships	alone	would	be	sufficient	to	produce,	but	which	opposite	foreign	alliances,	attachments,	and	intrigues	would	stimulate	and	embitter.	Hence,	likewise,	they	will	avoid	the	necessity	of	those	overgrown	military	establishments	which,	under	any
form	of	government,	are	inauspicious	to	liberty,	and	which	are	to	be	regarded	as	particularly	hostile	to	republican	liberty.	In	this	sense	it	is	that	your	union	ought	to	be	considered	as	a	main	prop	of	your	liberty,	and	that	the	love	of	the	one	ought	to	endear	to	you	the	preservation	of	the	other.	These	considerations	speak	a	persuasive	language	to	every
reflecting	and	virtuous	mind,	and	exhibit	the	continuance	of	the	Union	as	a	primary	object	of	patriotic	desire.	Is	there	a	doubt	whether	a	common	government	can	embrace	so	large	a	sphere?	Let	experience	solve	it.	To	listen	to	mere	speculation	in	such	a	case	were	criminal.	We	are	authorized	to	hope	that	a	proper	organization	of	the	whole	with	the
auxiliary	agency	of	governments	for	the	respective	subdivisions,	will	afford	a	happy	issue	to	the	experiment.	It	is	well	worth	a	fair	and	full	experiment.	With	such	powerful	and	obvious	motives	to	union,	affecting	all	parts	of	our	country,	while	experience	shall	not	have	demonstrated	its	impracticability,	there	will	always	be	reason	to	distrust	the
patriotism	of	those	who	in	any	quarter	may	endeavor	to	weaken	its	bands.	In	contemplating	the	causes	which	may	disturb	our	Union,	it	occurs	as	matter	of	serious	concern	that	any	ground	should	have	been	furnished	for	characterizing	parties	by	geographical	discriminations,	Northern	and	Southern,	Atlantic	and	Western;	whence	designing	men	may
endeavor	to	excite	a	belief	that	there	is	a	real	difference	of	local	interests	and	views.	One	of	the	expedients	of	party	to	acquire	influence	within	particular	districts	is	to	misrepresent	the	opinions	and	aims	of	other	districts.	You	cannot	shield	yourselves	too	much	against	the	jealousies	and	heartburnings	which	spring	from	these	misrepresentations;	they
tend	to	render	alien	to	each	other	those	who	ought	to	be	bound	together	by	fraternal	affection.	The	inhabitants	of	our	Western	country	have	lately	had	a	useful	lesson	on	this	head;	they	have	seen,	in	the	negotiation	by	the	Executive,	and	in	the	unanimous	ratification	by	the	Senate,	of	the	treaty	with	Spain,	and	in	the	universal	satisfaction	at	that	event,
throughout	the	United	States,	a	decisive	proof	how	unfounded	were	the	suspicions	propagated	among	them	of	a	policy	in	the	General	Government	and	in	the	Atlantic	States	unfriendly	to	their	interests	in	regard	to	the	Mississippi;	they	have	been	witnesses	to	the	formation	of	two	treaties,	that	with	Great	Britain,	and	that	with	Spain,	which	secure	to
them	everything	they	could	desire,	in	respect	to	our	foreign	relations,	towards	confirming	their	prosperity.	Will	it	not	be	their	wisdom	to	rely	for	the	preservation	of	these	advantages	on	the	Union	by	which	they	were	procured	?	Will	they	not	henceforth	be	deaf	to	those	advisers,	if	such	there	are,	who	would	sever	them	from	their	brethren	and	connect
them	with	aliens?To	the	efficacy	and	permanency	of	your	Union,	a	government	for	the	whole	is	indispensable.	No	alliance,	however	strict,	between	the	parts	can	be	an	adequate	substitute;	they	must	inevitably	experience	the	infractions	and	interruptions	which	all	alliances	in	all	times	have	experienced.	Sensible	of	this	momentous	truth,	you	have
improved	upon	your	first	essay,	by	the	adoption	of	a	constitution	of	government	better	calculated	than	your	former	for	an	intimate	union,	and	for	the	efficacious	management	of	your	common	concerns.	This	government,	the	offspring	of	our	own	choice,	uninfluenced	and	unawed,	adopted	upon	full	investigation	and	mature	deliberation,	completely	free
in	its	principles,	in	the	distribution	of	its	powers,	uniting	security	with	energy,	and	containing	within	itself	a	provision	for	its	own	amendment,	has	a	just	claim	to	your	confidence	and	your	support.	Respect	for	its	authority,	compliance	with	its	laws,	acquiescence	in	its	measures,	are	duties	enjoined	by	the	fundamental	maxims	of	true	liberty.	The	basis
of	our	political	systems	is	the	right	of	the	people	to	make	and	to	alter	their	constitutions	of	government.	But	theConstitutionwhich	at	any	time	exists,	till	changed	by	an	explicit	and	authentic	act	of	the	whole	people,	is	sacredly	obligatory	upon	all.	The	very	idea	of	the	power	and	the	right	of	the	people	to	establish	government	presupposes	the	duty	of
every	individual	to	obey	the	established	government.	All	obstructions	to	the	execution	of	the	laws,	all	combinations	and	associations,	under	whatever	plausible	character,	with	the	real	design	to	direct,	control,	counteract,	or	awe	the	regular	deliberation	and	action	of	the	constituted	authorities,	are	destructive	of	this	fundamental	principle,	and	of	fatal
tendency.	They	serve	to	organize	faction,	to	give	it	an	artificial	and	extraordinary	force;	to	put,	in	the	place	of	the	delegated	will	of	the	nation	the	will	of	a	party,	often	a	small	but	artful	and	enterprising	minority	of	the	community;	and,	according	to	the	alternate	triumphs	of	different	parties,	to	make	the	public	administration	the	mirror	of	the	ill-
concerted	and	incongruous	projects	of	faction,	rather	than	the	organ	of	consistent	and	wholesome	plans	digested	by	common	counsels	and	modified	by	mutual	interests.	However	combinations	or	associations	of	the	above	description	may	now	and	then	answer	popular	ends,	they	are	likely,	in	the	course	of	time	and	things,	to	become	potent	engines,	by
which	cunning,	ambitious,	and	unprincipled	men	will	be	enabled	to	subvert	the	power	of	the	people	and	to	usurp	for	themselves	the	reins	of	government,	destroying	afterwards	the	very	engines	which	have	lifted	them	to	unjust	dominion.	Towards	the	preservation	of	your	government,	and	the	permanency	of	your	present	happy	state,	it	is	requisite,	not
only	that	you	steadily	discountenance	irregular	oppositions	to	its	acknowledged	authority,	but	also	that	you	resist	with	care	the	spirit	of	innovation	upon	its	principles,	however	specious	the	pretexts.	One	method	of	assault	may	be	to	effect,	in	the	forms	of	the	Constitution,	alterations	which	will	impair	the	energy	of	the	system,	and	thus	to	undermine
what	cannot	be	directly	overthrown.	In	all	the	changes	to	which	you	may	be	invited,	remember	that	time	and	habit	are	at	least	as	necessary	to	fix	the	true	character	of	governments	as	of	other	human	institutions;	that	experience	is	the	surest	standard	by	which	to	test	the	real	tendency	of	the	existing	constitution	of	a	country;	that	facility	in	changes,
upon	the	credit	of	mere	hypothesis	and	opinion,	exposes	to	perpetual	change,	from	the	endless	variety	of	hypothesis	and	opinion;	and	remember,	especially,	that	for	the	efficient	management	of	your	common	interests,	in	a	country	so	extensive	as	ours,	a	government	of	as	much	vigor	as	is	consistent	with	the	perfect	security	of	liberty	is	indispensable.
Liberty	itself	will	find	in	such	a	government,	with	powers	properly	distributed	and	adjusted,	its	surest	guardian.	It	is,	indeed,	little	else	than	a	name,	where	the	government	is	too	feeble	to	withstand	the	enterprises	of	faction,	to	confine	each	member	of	the	society	within	the	limits	prescribed	by	the	laws,	and	to	maintain	all	in	the	secure	and	tranquil
enjoyment	of	the	rights	of	person	and	property.	I	have	already	intimated	to	you	the	danger	of	parties	in	the	State,	with	particular	reference	to	the	founding	of	them	on	geographical	discriminations.	Let	me	now	take	a	more	comprehensive	view,	and	warn	you	in	the	most	solemn	manner	against	the	baneful	effects	of	the	spirit	of	party	generally.	This
spirit,	unfortunately,	is	inseparable	from	our	nature,	having	its	root	in	the	strongest	passions	of	the	human	mind.	It	exists	under	different	shapes	in	all	governments,	more	or	less	stifled,	controlled,	or	repressed;	but,	in	those	of	the	popular	form,	it	is	seen	in	its	greatest	rankness,	and	is	truly	their	worst	enemy.	The	alternate	domination	of	one	faction
over	another,	sharpened	by	the	spirit	of	revenge,	natural	to	party	dissension,	which	in	different	ages	and	countries	has	perpetrated	the	most	horrid	enormities,	is	itself	a	frightful	despotism.	But	this	leads	at	length	to	a	more	formal	and	permanent	despotism.	The	disorders	and	miseries	which	result	gradually	incline	the	minds	of	men	to	seek	security
and	repose	in	the	absolute	power	of	an	individual;	and	sooner	or	later	the	chief	of	some	prevailing	faction,	more	able	or	more	fortunate	than	his	competitors,	turns	this	disposition	to	the	purposes	of	his	own	elevation,	on	the	ruins	of	public	liberty.Without	looking	forward	to	an	extremity	of	this	kind	(which	nevertheless	ought	not	to	be	entirely	out	of
sight),	the	common	and	continual	mischiefs	of	the	spirit	of	party	are	sufficient	to	make	it	the	interest	and	duty	of	a	wise	people	to	discourage	and	restrain	it.	It	serves	always	to	distract	the	public	councils	and	enfeeble	the	public	administration.	It	agitates	the	community	with	ill-founded	jealousies	and	false	alarms,	kindles	the	animosity	of	one	part
against	another,	foments	occasionally	riot	and	insurrection.	It	opens	the	door	to	foreign	influence	and	corruption,	which	finds	a	facilitated	access	to	the	government	itself	through	the	channels	of	party	passions.	Thus	the	policy	and	the	will	of	one	country	are	subjected	to	the	policy	and	will	of	another.	There	is	an	opinion	that	parties	in	free	countries
are	useful	checks	upon	the	administration	of	the	government	and	serve	to	keep	alive	the	spirit	of	liberty.	This	within	certain	limits	is	probably	true;	and	in	governments	of	a	monarchical	cast,	patriotism	may	look	with	indulgence,	if	not	with	favor,	upon	the	spirit	of	party.	But	in	those	of	the	popular	character,	in	governments	purely	elective,	it	is	a	spirit
not	to	be	encouraged.	From	their	natural	tendency,	it	is	certain	there	will	always	be	enough	of	that	spirit	for	every	salutary	purpose.	And	there	being	constant	danger	of	excess,	the	effort	ought	to	be	by	force	of	public	opinion,	to	mitigate	and	assuage	it.	A	fire	not	to	be	quenched,	it	demands	a	uniform	vigilance	to	prevent	its	bursting	into	a	flame,	lest,
instead	of	warming,	it	should	consume.It	is	important,	likewise,	that	the	habits	of	thinking	in	a	free	country	should	inspire	caution	in	those	entrusted	with	its	administration,	to	confine	themselves	within	their	respective	constitutional	spheres,	avoiding	in	the	exercise	of	the	powers	of	one	department	to	encroach	upon	another.	The	spirit	of
encroachment	tends	to	consolidate	the	powers	of	all	the	departments	in	one,	and	thus	to	create,	whatever	the	form	of	government,	a	real	despotism.	A	just	estimate	of	that	love	of	power,	and	proneness	to	abuse	it,	which	predominates	in	the	human	heart,	is	sufficient	to	satisfy	us	of	the	truth	of	this	position.	The	necessity	of	reciprocal	checks	in	the
exercise	of	political	power,	by	dividing	and	distributing	it	into	different	depositaries,	and	constituting	each	the	guardian	of	the	public	weal	against	invasions	by	the	others,	has	been	evinced	by	experiments	ancient	and	modern;	some	of	them	in	our	country	and	under	our	own	eyes.	To	preserve	them	must	be	as	necessary	as	to	institute	them.	If,	in	the
opinion	of	the	people,	the	distribution	or	modification	of	the	constitutional	powers	be	in	any	particular	wrong,	let	it	be	corrected	by	an	amendment	in	the	way	which	the	Constitution	designates.	But	let	there	be	no	change	by	usurpation;	for	though	this,	in	one	instance,	may	be	the	instrument	of	good,	it	is	the	customary	weapon	by	which	free
governments	are	destroyed.	The	precedent	must	always	greatly	overbalance	in	permanent	evil	any	partial	or	transient	benefit,	which	the	use	can	at	any	time	yield.Of	all	the	dispositions	and	habits	which	lead	to	political	prosperity,	religion	and	morality	are	indispensable	supports.	In	vain	would	that	man	claim	the	tribute	of	patriotism,	who	should	labor
to	subvert	these	great	pillars	of	human	happiness,	these	firmest	props	of	the	duties	of	men	and	citizens.	The	mere	politician,	equally	with	the	pious	man,	ought	to	respect	and	to	cherish	them.	A	volume	could	not	trace	all	their	connections	with	private	and	public	felicity.	Let	it	simply	be	asked:	Where	is	the	security	for	property,	for	reputation,	for	life,
if	the	sense	of	religious	obligation	desert	the	oaths	which	are	the	instruments	of	investigation	in	courts	of	justice	?	And	let	us	with	caution	indulge	the	supposition	that	morality	can	be	maintained	without	religion.	Whatever	may	be	conceded	to	the	influence	of	refined	education	on	minds	of	peculiar	structure,	reason	and	experience	both	forbid	us	to
expect	that	national	morality	can	prevail	in	exclusion	of	religious	principle.	It	is	substantially	true	that	virtue	or	morality	is	a	necessary	spring	of	popular	government.	The	rule,	indeed,	extends	with	more	or	less	force	to	every	species	of	free	government.	Who	that	is	a	sincere	friend	to	it	can	look	with	indifference	upon	attempts	to	shake	the	foundation
of	the	fabric?	Promote	then,	as	an	object	of	primary	importance,	institutions	for	the	general	diffusion	of	knowledge.	In	proportion	as	the	structure	of	a	government	gives	force	to	public	opinion,	it	is	essential	that	public	opinion	should	be	enlightened.	As	a	very	important	source	of	strength	and	security,	cherish	public	credit.	One	method	of	preserving	it
is	to	use	it	as	sparingly	as	possible,	avoiding	occasions	of	expense	by	cultivating	peace,	but	remembering	also	that	timely	disbursements	to	prepare	for	danger	frequently	prevent	much	greater	disbursements	to	repel	it,	avoiding	likewise	the	accumulation	of	debt,	not	only	by	shunning	occasions	of	expense,	but	by	vigorous	exertion	in	time	of	peace	to
discharge	the	debts	which	unavoidable	wars	may	have	occasioned,	not	ungenerously	throwing	upon	posterity	the	burden	which	we	ourselves	ought	to	bear.	The	execution	of	these	maxims	belongs	to	your	representatives,	but	it	is	necessary	that	public	opinion	should	co-operate.	To	facilitate	to	them	the	performance	of	their	duty,	it	is	essential	that	you
should	practically	bear	in	mind	that	towards	the	payment	of	debts	there	must	be	revenue;	that	to	have	revenue	there	must	be	taxes;	that	no	taxes	can	be	devised	which	are	not	more	or	less	inconvenient	and	unpleasant;	that	the	intrinsic	embarrassment,	inseparable	from	the	selection	of	the	proper	objects	(which	is	always	a	choice	of	difficulties),	ought
to	be	a	decisive	motive	for	a	candid	construction	of	the	conduct	of	the	government	in	making	it,	and	for	a	spirit	of	acquiescence	in	the	measures	for	obtaining	revenue,	which	the	public	exigencies	may	at	any	time	dictate.	Observe	good	faith	and	justice	towards	all	nations;	cultivate	peace	and	harmony	with	all.	Religion	and	morality	enjoin	this	conduct;
and	can	it	be,	that	good	policy	does	not	equally	enjoin	it	?	It	will	be	worthy	of	a	free,	enlightened,	and	at	no	distant	period,	a	great	nation,	to	give	to	mankind	the	magnanimous	and	too	novel	example	of	a	people	always	guided	by	an	exalted	justice	and	benevolence.	Who	can	doubt	that,	in	the	course	of	time	and	things,	the	fruits	of	such	a	plan	would
richly	repay	any	temporary	advantages	which	might	be	lost	by	a	steady	adherence	to	it	?	Can	it	be	that	Providence	has	not	connected	the	permanent	felicity	of	a	nation	with	its	virtue	?	The	experiment,	at	least,	is	recommended	by	every	sentiment	which	ennobles	human	nature.	Alas!	is	it	rendered	impossible	by	its	vices?	In	the	execution	of	such	a
plan,	nothing	is	more	essential	than	that	permanent,	inveterate	antipathies	against	particular	nations,	and	passionate	attachments	for	others,	should	be	excluded;	and	that,	in	place	of	them,	just	and	amicable	feelings	towards	all	should	be	cultivated.	The	nation	which	indulges	towards	another	a	habitual	hatred	or	a	habitual	fondness	is	in	some	degree
a	slave.	It	is	a	slave	to	its	animosity	or	to	its	affection,	either	of	which	is	sufficient	to	lead	it	astray	from	its	duty	and	its	interest.	Antipathy	in	one	nation	against	another	disposes	each	more	readily	to	offer	insult	and	injury,	to	lay	hold	of	slight	causes	of	umbrage,	and	to	be	haughty	and	intractable,	when	accidental	or	trifling	occasions	of	dispute	occur.
Hence,	frequent	collisions,	obstinate,	envenomed,	and	bloody	contests.	The	nation,	prompted	by	ill-will	and	resentment,	sometimes	impels	to	war	the	government,	contrary	to	the	best	calculations	of	policy.	The	government	sometimes	participates	in	the	national	propensity,	and	adopts	through	passion	what	reason	would	reject;	at	other	times	it	makes
the	animosity	of	the	nation	subservient	to	projects	of	hostility	instigated	by	pride,	ambition,	and	other	sinister	and	pernicious	motives.	The	peace	often,	sometimes	perhaps	the	liberty,	of	nations,	has	been	the	victim.	So	likewise,	a	passionate	attachment	of	one	nation	for	another	produces	a	variety	of	evils.	Sympathy	for	the	favorite	nation,	facilitating
the	illusion	of	an	imaginary	common	interest	in	cases	where	no	real	common	interest	exists,	and	infusing	into	one	the	enmities	of	the	other,	betrays	the	former	into	a	participation	in	the	quarrels	and	wars	of	the	latter	without	adequate	inducement	or	justification.	It	leads	also	to	concessions	to	the	favorite	nation	of	privileges	denied	to	others	which	is
apt	doubly	to	injure	the	nation	making	the	concessions;	by	unnecessarily	parting	with	what	ought	to	have	been	retained,	and	by	exciting	jealousy,	ill-will,	and	a	disposition	to	retaliate,	in	the	parties	from	whom	equal	privileges	are	withheld.	And	it	gives	to	ambitious,	corrupted,	or	deluded	citizens	(who	devote	themselves	to	the	favorite	nation),	facility
to	betray	or	sacrifice	the	interests	of	their	own	country,	without	odium,	sometimes	even	with	popularity;	gilding,	with	the	appearances	of	a	virtuous	sense	of	obligation,	a	commendable	deference	for	public	opinion,	or	a	laudable	zeal	for	public	good,	the	base	or	foolish	compliances	of	ambition,	corruption,	or	infatuation.	As	avenues	to	foreign	influence
in	innumerable	ways,	such	attachments	are	particularly	alarming	to	the	truly	enlightened	and	independent	patriot.	How	many	opportunities	do	they	afford	to	tamper	with	domestic	factions,	to	practice	the	arts	of	seduction,	to	mislead	public	opinion,	to	influence	or	awe	the	public	councils	7	Such	an	attachment	of	a	small	or	weak	towards	a	great	and
powerful	nation	dooms	the	former	to	be	the	satellite	of	the	latter.	Against	the	insidious	wiles	of	foreign	influence	(I	conjure	you	to	believe	me,	fellow-citizens)	the	jealousy	of	a	free	people	ought	to	be	constantly	awake,	since	history	and	experience	prove	that	foreign	influence	is	one	of	the	most	baneful	foes	of	republican	government.	But	that	jealousy
to	be	useful	must	be	impartial;	else	it	becomes	the	instrument	of	the	very	influence	to	be	avoided,	instead	of	a	defense	against	it.	Excessive	partiality	for	one	foreign	nation	and	excessive	dislike	of	another	cause	those	whom	they	actuate	to	see	danger	only	on	one	side,	and	serve	to	veil	and	even	second	the	arts	of	influence	on	the	other.	Real	patriots
who	may	resist	the	intrigues	of	the	favorite	are	liable	to	become	suspected	and	odious,	while	its	tools	and	dupes	usurp	the	applause	and	confidence	of	the	people,	to	surrender	their	interests.	The	great	rule	of	conduct	for	us	in	regard	to	foreign	nations	is	in	extending	our	commercial	relations,	to	have	with	them	as	little	political	connection	as	possible.
So	far	as	we	have	already	formed	engagements,	let	them	be	fulfilled	with	perfect	good	faith.	Here	let	us	stop.	Europe	has	a	set	of	primary	interests	which	to	us	have	none;	or	a	very	remote	relation.	Hence	she	must	be	engaged	in	frequent	controversies,	the	causes	of	which	are	essentially	foreign	to	our	concerns.	Hence,	therefore,	it	must	be	unwise	in
us	to	implicate	ourselves	by	artificial	ties	in	the	ordinary	vicissitudes	of	her	politics,	or	the	ordinary	combinations	and	collisions	of	her	friendships	or	enmities.	Our	detached	and	distant	situation	invites	and	enables	us	to	pursue	a	different	course.	If	we	remain	one	people	under	an	efficient	government.	the	period	is	not	far	off	when	we	may	defy
material	injury	from	external	annoyance;	when	we	may	take	such	an	attitude	as	will	cause	the	neutrality	we	may	at	any	time	resolve	upon	to	be	scrupulously	respected;	when	belligerent	nations,	under	the	impossibility	of	making	acquisitions	upon	us,	will	not	lightly	hazard	the	giving	us	provocation;	when	we	may	choose	peace	or	war,	as	our	interest,
guided	by	justice,	shall	counsel.	Why	forego	the	advantages	of	so	peculiar	a	situation?	Why	quit	our	own	to	stand	upon	foreign	ground?	Why,	by	interweaving	our	destiny	with	that	of	any	part	of	Europe,	entangle	our	peace	and	prosperity	in	the	toils	of	European	ambition,	rivalship,	interest,	humor	or	caprice?	It	is	our	true	policy	to	steer	clear	of
permanent	alliances	with	any	portion	of	the	foreign	world;	so	far,	I	mean,	as	we	are	now	at	liberty	to	do	it;	for	let	me	not	be	understood	as	capable	of	patronizing	infidelity	to	existing	engagements.	I	hold	the	maxim	no	less	applicable	to	public	than	to	private	affairs,	that	honesty	is	always	the	best	policy.	I	repeat	it,	therefore,	let	those	engagements	be
observed	in	their	genuine	sense.	But,	in	my	opinion,	it	is	unnecessary	and	would	be	unwise	to	extend	them.	Taking	care	always	to	keep	ourselves	by	suitable	establishments	on	a	respectable	defensive	posture,	we	may	safely	trust	to	temporary	alliances	for	extraordinary	emergencies.	Harmony,	liberal	intercourse	with	all	nations,	are	recommended	by
policy,	humanity,	and	interest.	But	even	our	commercial	policy	should	hold	an	equal	and	impartial	hand;	neither	seeking	nor	granting	exclusive	favors	or	preferences;	consulting	the	natural	course	of	things;	diffusing	and	diversifying	by	gentle	means	the	streams	of	commerce,	but	forcing	nothing;	establishing	(with	powers	so	disposed,	in	order	to	give
trade	a	stable	course,	to	define	the	rights	of	our	merchants,	and	to	enable	the	government	to	support	them)	conventional	rules	of	intercourse,	the	best	that	present	circumstances	and	mutual	opinion	will	permit,	but	temporary,	and	liable	to	be	from	time	to	time	abandoned	or	varied,	as	experience	and	circumstances	shall	dictate;	constantly	keeping	in
view	that	it	is	folly	in	one	nation	to	look	for	disinterested	favors	from	another;	that	it	must	pay	with	a	portion	of	its	independence	for	whatever	it	may	accept	under	that	character;	that,	by	such	acceptance,	it	may	place	itself	in	the	condition	of	having	given	equivalents	for	nominal	favors,	and	yet	of	being	reproached	with	ingratitude	for	not	giving	more.
There	can	be	no	greater	error	than	to	expect	or	calculate	upon	real	favors	from	nation	to	nation.	It	is	an	illusion,	which	experience	must	cure,	which	a	just	pride	ought	to	discard.	In	offering	to	you,	my	countrymen,	these	counsels	of	an	old	and	affectionate	friend,	I	dare	not	hope	they	will	make	the	strong	and	lasting	impression	I	could	wish;	that	they
will	control	the	usual	current	of	the	passions,	or	prevent	our	nation	from	running	the	course	which	has	hitherto	marked	the	destiny	of	nations.	But,	if	I	may	even	flatter	myself	that	they	may	be	productive	of	some	partial	benefit,	some	occasional	good;	that	they	may	now	and	then	recur	to	moderate	the	fury	of	party	spirit,	to	warn	against	the	mischiefs
of	foreign	intrigue,	to	guard	against	the	impostures	of	pretended	patriotism;	this	hope	will	be	a	full	recompense	for	the	solicitude	for	your	welfare,	by	which	they	have	been	dictated.	How	far	in	the	discharge	of	my	official	duties	I	have	been	guided	by	the	principles	which	have	been	delineated,	the	public	records	and	other	evidences	of	my	conduct
must	witness	to	you	and	to	the	world.	To	myself,	the	assurance	of	my	own	conscience	is,	that	I	have	at	least	believed	myself	to	be	guided	by	them.	In	relation	to	the	still	subsisting	war	in	Europe,	my	proclamation	of	the	twenty-second	of	April,	I793,	is	the	index	of	my	plan.	Sanctioned	by	your	approving	voice,	and	by	that	of	your	representatives	in	both
houses	of	Congress,	the	spirit	of	that	measure	has	continually	governed	me,	uninfluenced	by	any	attempts	to	deter	or	divert	me	from	it.	After	deliberate	examination,	with	the	aid	of	the	best	lights	I	could	obtain,	I	was	well	satisfied	that	our	country,	under	all	the	circumstances	of	the	case,	had	a	right	to	take,	and	was	bound	in	duty	and	interest	to	take,
a	neutral	position.	Having	taken	it,	I	determined,	as	far	as	should	depend	upon	me,	to	maintain	it,	with	moderation,	perseverance,	and	firmness.	The	considerations	which	respect	the	right	to	hold	this	con	duct,	it	is	not	necessary	on	this	occasion	to	detail.	I	will	only	observe	that,	according	to	my	understanding	of	the	matter,	that	right,	so	far	from
being	denied	by	any	of	the	belligerent	powers,	has	been	virtually	admitted	by	all.	The	duty	of	holding	a	neutral	conduct	may	be	inferred,	without	anything	more,	from	the	obligation	which	justice	and	humanity	impose	on	every	nation,	in	cases	in	which	it	is	free	to	act,	to	maintain	inviolate	the	relations	of	peace	and	amity	towards	other	nations.	The
inducements	of	interest	for	observing	that	conduct	will	best	be	referred	to	your	own	reflections	and	experience.	With	me	a	predominant	motive	has	been	to	endeavor	to	gain	time	to	our	country	to	settle	and	mature	its	yet	recent	institutions,	and	to	progress	without	interruption	to	that	degree	of	strength	and	consistency	which	is	necessary	to	give	it,
humanly	speaking,	the	command	of	its	own	fortunes.	Though,	in	reviewing	the	incidents	of	my	administration,	I	am	unconscious	of	intentional	error,	I	am	nevertheless	too	sensible	of	my	defects	not	to	think	it	probable	that	I	may	have	committed	many	errors.	Whatever	they	may	be,	I	fervently	beseech	the	Almighty	to	avert	or	mitigate	the	evils	to	which
they	may	tend.	I	shall	also	carry	with	me	the	hope	that	my	country	will	never	cease	to	view	them	with	indulgence;	and	that,	after	forty	five	years	of	my	life	dedicated	to	its	service	with	an	upright	zeal,	the	faults	of	incompetent	abilities	will	be	consigned	to	oblivion,	as	myself	must	soon	be	to	the	mansions	of	rest.	Relying	on	its	kindness	in	this	as	in
other	things,	and	actuated	by	that	fervent	love	towards	it,	which	is	so	natural	to	a	man	who	views	in	it	the	native	soil	of	himself	and	his	progenitors	for	several	generations,	I	anticipate	with	pleasing	expectation	that	retreat	in	which	I	promise	myself	to	realize,	without	alloy,	the	sweet	enjoyment	of	partaking,	in	the	midst	of	my	fellow-citizens,	the
benign	influence	of	good	laws	under	a	free	government,	the	ever-favorite	object	of	my	heart,	and	the	happy	reward,	as	I	trust,	of	our	mutual	cares,	labors,	and	dangers.Geo.	Washington.Thomas	Jefferson,	First	Inaugural	Address4	Mar.	1801Richardson	1:321--24Friends	and	Fellow-Citizens:Called	upon	to	undertake	the	duties	of	the	first	executive
office	of	our	country,	I	avail	myself	of	the	presence	of	that	portion	of	my	fellow-citizens	which	is	here	assembled	to	express	my	grateful	thanks	for	the	favor	with	which	they	have	been	pleased	to	look	toward	me,	to	declare	a	sincere	consciousness	that	the	task	is	above	my	talents,	and	that	I	approach	it	with	those	anxious	and	awful	presentiments	which
the	greatness	of	the	charge	and	the	weakness	of	my	powers	so	justly	inspire.	A	rising	nation,	spread	over	a	wide	and	fruitful	land,	traversing	all	the	seas	with	the	rich	productions	of	their	industry,	engaged	in	commerce	with	nations	who	feel	power	and	forget	right,	advancing	rapidly	to	destinies	beyond	the	reach	of	mortal	eye--when	I	contemplate
these	transcendent	objects,	and	see	the	honor,	the	happiness,	and	the	hopes	of	this	beloved	country	committed	to	the	issue	and	the	auspices	of	this	day,	I	shrink	from	the	contemplation,	and	humble	myself	before	the	magnitude	of	the	undertaking.	Utterly,	indeed,	should	I	despair	did	not	the	presence	of	many	whom	I	here	see	remind	me	that	in	the
other	high	authorities	provided	by	our	Constitution	I	shall	find	resources	of	wisdom,	of	virtue,	and	of	zeal	on	which	to	rely	under	all	difficulties.	To	you,	then,	gentlemen,	who	are	charged	with	the	sovereign	functions	of	legislation,	and	to	those	associated	with	you,	I	look	with	encouragement	for	that	guidance	and	support	which	may	enable	us	to	steer
with	safety	the	vessel	in	which	we	are	all	embarked	amidst	the	conflicting	elements	of	a	troubled	world.	During	the	contest	of	opinion	through	which	we	have	passed	the	animation	of	discussions	and	of	exertions	has	sometimes	worn	an	aspect	which	might	impose	on	strangers	unused	to	think	freely	and	to	speak	and	to	write	what	they	think;	but	this
being	now	decided	by	the	voice	of	the	nation,	announced	according	to	the	rules	of	the	Constitution,all	will,	of	course,	arrange	themselves	under	the	will	of	the	law,	and	unite	in	common	efforts	for	the	common	good.	All,	too,	will	bear	in	mind	this	sacred	principle,	that	though	the	will	of	the	majority	is	in	all	cases	to	prevail,	that	will	to	be	rightful	must
be	reasonable;	that	the	minority	possess	their	equal	rights,	which	equal	law	must	protect,	and	to	violate	would	be	oppression.	Let	us,	then,	fellow-citizens,	unite	with	one	heart	and	one	mind.	Let	us	restore	to	social	intercourse	that	harmony	and	affection	without	which	liberty	and	even	life	itself	are	but	dreary	things.	And	let	us	reflect	that,	having
banished	from	our	land	that	religious	intolerance	under	which	mankind	so	long	bled	and	suffered,	we	have	yet	gained	little	if	we	countenance	a	political	intolerance	as	despotic,	as	wicked,	and	capable	of	as	bitter	and	bloody	persecutions.	During	the	throes	and	convulsions	of	the	ancient	world,	during	the	agonizing	spasms	of	infuriated	man,	seeking
through	blood	and	slaughter	his	long-lost	liberty,	it	was	not	wonderful	that	the	agitation	of	the	billows	should	reach	even	this	distant	and	peaceful	shore;	that	this	should	be	more	felt	and	feared	by	some	and	less	by	others,	and	should	divide	opinions	as	to	measures	of	safety.	But	every	difference	of	opinion	is	not	a	difference	of	principle.	We	have	called
by	different	names	brethren	of	the	same	principle.	We	are	all	Republicans,	we	are	all	Federalists.	If	there	be	any	among	us	who	would	wish	to	dissolve	this	Union	or	to	change	its	republican	form,	let	them	stand	undisturbed	as	monuments	of	the	safety	with	which	error	of	opinion	may	be	tolerated	where	reason	is	left	free	to	combat	it.	I	know,	indeed,
that	some	honest	men	fear	that	a	republican	government	can	not	be	strong,	that	this	Government	is	not	strong	enough;	but	would	the	honest	patriot,	in	the	full	tide	of	successful	experiment,	abandon	a	government	which	has	so	far	kept	us	free	and	firm	on	the	theoretic	and	visionary	fear	that	this	Government,	the	world's	best	hope,	may	by	possibility
want	energy	to	preserve	itself?	I	trust	not.	I	believe	this,	on	the	contrary,	the	strongest	Government	on	earth.	I	believe	it	the	only	one	where	every	man,	at	the	call	of	the	law,	would	fly	to	the	standard	of	the	law,	and	would	meet	invasions	of	the	public	order	as	his	own	personal	concern.	Sometimes	it	is	said	that	man	can	not	be	trusted	with	the
government	of	himself.	Can	he,	then,	be	trusted	with	the	government	of	others?	Or	have	we	found	angels	in	the	forms	of	kings	to	govern	him?	Let	history	answer	this	question.	Let	us,	then,	with	courage	and	confidence	pursue	our	own	Federal	and	Republican	principles,	our	attachment	to	union	and	representative	government.	Kindly	separated	by
nature	and	a	wide	ocean	from	the	exterminating	havoc	of	one	quarter	of	the	globe:	too	high-minded	to	endure	the	degradations	of	the	others;	possessing	a	chosen	country,	with	room	enough	for	our	descendants	to	the	thousandth	and	thousandth	generation;	entertaining	a	due	sense	of	our	equal	right	to	the	use	of	our	own	faculties,	to	the	acquisitions
of	our	own	industry,	to	honor	and	confidence	from	our	fellow-citizens,	resulting	not	from	birth,	but	from	our	actions	and	their	sense	of	them;	enlightened	by	a	benign	religion,	professed,	indeed,	and	practiced	in	various	forms,	yet	all	of	them	inculcating	honesty,	truth,	temperance,	gratitude,	and	the	love	of	man;	acknowledging	and	adoring	an
overruling	Providence,	which	by	all	its	dispensations	proves	that	it	delights	in	the	happiness	of	man	here	and	his	greater	happiness	hereafter--with	all	these	blessings,	what	more	is	necessary	to	make	us	a	happy	and	a	prosperous	people?	Still	one	thing	more,	fellow-citizens--a	wise	and	frugal	Government,	which	shall	restrain	men	from	injuring	one
another,	shall	leave	them	otherwise	free	to	regulate	their	own	pursuits	of	industry	and	improvement,	and	shall	not	take	from	the	mouth	of	labor	the	bread	it	has	earned.	This	is	the	sum	of	good	government,	and	this	is	necessary	to	close	the	circle	of	our	felicities.	About	to	enter,	fellow-citizens,	on	the	exercise	of	duties	which	comprehend	everything
dear	and	valuable	to	you,	it	is	proper	you	should	understand	what	I	deem	the	essential	principles	of	our	Government,	and	consequently	those	which	ought	to	shape	its	Administration.	I	will	compress	them	within	the	narrowest	compass	they	will	bear,	stating	the	general	principle,	but	not	all	its	limitations.	Equal	and	exact	justice	to	all	men,	of	whatever
state	or	persuasion,	religious	or	political;	peace,	commerce,	and	honest	friendship	with	all	nations,	entangling	alliances	with	none;	the	support	of	the	State	governments	in	all	their	rights	as	the	most	competent	administrations	for	our	domestic	concerns	and	the	surest	bulwarks	against	antirepublican	tendencies;	the	preservation	of	the	General
Government	in	its	whole	constitutional	vigor,	as	the	sheet	anchor	of	our	peace	at	home	and	safety	abroad;	a	jealous	care	of	the	right	of	election	by	the	people--a	mild	and	safe	corrective	of	abuses	which	are	lopped	by	the	sword	of	revolution	where	peaceable	remedies	are	unprovided;	absolute	acquiescence	in	the	decisions	of	the	majority,	the	vital
principle	of	republics,	from	which	is	no	appeal	but	to	force,	the	vital	principle	and	immediate	parent	of	despotism;	a	well-disciplined	militia,	our	best	reliance	in	peace	and	for	the	first	moments	of	war,	till	regulars	may	relieve	them;	the	supremacy	of	the	civil	over	the	military	authority;	economy	in	the	public	expense,	that	labor	may	be	lightly
burthened;	the	honest	payment	of	our	debts	and	sacred	preservation	of	the	public	faith;	encouragement	of	agriculture,	and	of	commerce	as	its	handmaid;	the	diffusion	of	information	and	arraignment	of	all	abuses	at	the	bar	of	the	public	reason;	freedom	of	religion;	freedom	of	the	press,	and	freedom	of	person	under	the	protection	of	the	habeas	corpus,
and	trial	by	juries	impartially	selected.	These	principles	form	the	bright	constellation	which	has	gone	before	us	and	guided	our	steps	through	an	age	of	revolution	and	reformation.	The	wisdom	of	our	sages	and	blood	of	our	heroes	have	been	devoted	to	their	attainment.	They	should	be	the	creed	of	our	political	faith,	the	text	of	civic	instruction,	the
touchstone	by	which	to	try	the	services	of	those	we	trust;	and	should	we	wander	from	them	in	moments	of	error	or	of	alarm,	let	us	hasten	to	retrace	our	steps	and	to	regain	the	road	which	alone	leads	to	peace,	liberty,	and	safety.	I	repair,	then,	fellow-citizens,	to	the	post	you	have	assigned	me.	With	experience	enough	in	subordinate	offices	to	have



seen	the	difficulties	of	this	the	greatest	of	all,	I	have	learnt	to	expect	that	it	will	rarely	fall	to	the	lot	of	imperfect	man	to	retire	from	this	station	with	the	reputation	and	the	favor	which	bring	him	into	it.	Without	pretensionsto	that	high	confidence	you	reposed	in	our	first	and	greatest	revolutionary	character,	whose	preeminent	services	had	entitled	him
to	the	first	place	in	his	country's	love	and	destined	for	him	the	fairest	page	in	the	volume	of	faithful	history,	I	ask	so	much	confidence	only	as	may	give	firmness	and	effect	to	the	legal	administration	of	your	affairs.	I	shall	often	go	wrong	through	defect	of	judgment.	When	right,	I	shall	often	be	thought	wrong	by	those	whose	positions	will	not	command	a
view	of	the	whole	ground.	I	ask	your	indulgence	for	my	own	errors,	which	will	never	be	intentional,	and	your	support	against	the	errors	of	others,	who	may	condemn	what	they	would	not	if	seen	in	all	its	parts.	The	approbation	implied	by	your	suffrage	is	a	great	consolation	to	me	for	the	past,	and	my	future	solicitude	will	be	to	retain	the	good	opinion	of
those	who	have	bestowed	it	in	advance,	to	conciliate	that	of	others	by	doing	them	all	the	good	in	my	power,	and	to	be	instrumental	to	the	happiness	and	freedom	of	all.Relying,	then,	on	the	patronage	of	your	good	will,	I	advance	with	obedience	to	the	work,	ready	to	retire	from	it	whenever	you	become	sensible	how	much	better	choice	it	is	in	your
power	to	make.	And	may	that	Infinite	Power	which	rules	the	destinies	of	the	universe	lead	our	councils	to	what	is	best,	and	give	them	a	favorable	issue	for	your	peace	and	prosperity.	James	Madison	-	Veto	Message	(March	3,	1817)	To	the	House	of	Representatives	of	the	United	States:	Having	considered	the	bill	this	day	presented	to	me	entitled	"An
act	to	set	apart	and	pledge	certain	funds	for	internal	improvements,"	and	which	sets	apart	and	pledges	funds	"for	constructing	roads	and	canals,	and	improving	the	navigation	of	water	courses,	in	order	to	facilitate,	promote,	and	give	security	to	internal	commerce	among	the	several	States,	and	to	render	more	easy	and	less	expensive	the	means	and
provisions	for	the	common	defense,"	I	am	constrained	by	the	insuperable	difficulty	I	feel	in	reconciling	the	bill	with	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States	to	return	it	with	that	objection	to	the	House	of	Representatives,	in	which	it	originated.	The	legislative	powers	vested	in	Congress	are	specified	and	enumerated	in	the	eighth	section	of	the	first	article
of	the	Constitution,	and	it	does	not	appear	that	the	power	proposed	to	be	exercised	by	the	bill	is	among	the	enumerated	powers,	or	that	it	falls	by	any	just	interpretation	within	the	power	to	make	laws	necessary	and	proper	for	carrying	into	execution	those	or	other	powers	vested	by	the	Constitution	in	the	Government	of	the	United	States.	"The	power
to	regulate	commerce	among	the	several	States"	can	not	include	a	power	to	construct	roads	and	canals,	and	to	improve	the	navigation	of	water	courses	in	order	to	facilitate,	promote,	and	secure	such	a	commerce	without	a	latitude	of	construction	departing	from	the	ordinary	import	of	the	terms	strengthened	by	the	known	inconveniences	which
doubtless	led	to	the	grant	of	this	remedial	power	to	Congress.	To	refer	the	power	in	question	to	the	clause	"to	provide	for	the	common	defense	and	general	welfare"	would	be	contrary	to	the	established	and	consistent	rules	of	interpretation,	as	rendering	the	special	and	careful	enumeration	of	powers	which	follow	the	clause	nugatory	and	improper.
Such	a	view	of	the	Constitution	would	have	the	effect	of	giving	to	Congress	a	general	power	of	legislation	instead	of	the	defined	and	limited	one	hitherto	understood	to	belong	to	them,	the	terms	"common	defense	and	general	welfare"	embracing	every	object	and	act	within	the	purview	of	a	legislative	trust.	It	would	have	the	effect	of	subjecting	both
the	Constitution	and	laws	of	the	several	States	in	all	cases	not	specifically	exempted	to	be	superseded	by	laws	of	Congress,	it	being	expressly	declared	"that	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States	and	laws	made	in	pursuance	thereof	shall	be	the	supreme	law	of	the	land,	and	the	judges	of	every	State	shall	be	bound	thereby,	anything	in	the	constitution
or	laws	of	any	State	to	the	contrary	notwithstanding."	Such	a	view	of	the	Constitution,	finally,	would	have	the	effect	of	excluding	the	judicial	authority	of	the	United	States	from	its	participation	in	guarding	the	boundary	between	the	legislative	powers	of	the	General	and	the	State	Governments,	inasmuch	as	questions	relating	to	the	general	welfare,
being	questions	of	policy	and	expediency,	are	unsusceptible	of	judicial	cognizance	and	decision.	A	restriction	of	the	power	"to	provide	for	the	common	defense	and	general	welfare"	to	cases	which	are	to	be	provided	for	by	the	expenditure	of	money	would	still	leave	within	the	legislative	power	of	Congress	all	the	great	and	most	important	measures	of
Government,	money	being	the	ordinary	and	necessary	means	of	carrying	them	into	execution.	If	a	general	power	to	construct	roads	and	canals,	and	to	improve	the	navigation	of	water	courses,	with	the	train	of	powers	incident	thereto,	be	not	possessed	by	Congress,	the	assent	of	the	States	in	the	mode	provided	in	the	bill	can	not	confer	the	power.	The
only	cases	in	which	the	consent	and	cession	of	particular	States	can	extend	the	power	of	Congress	are	those	specified	and	provided	for	in	the	Constitution.	I	am	not	unaware	of	the	great	importance	of	roads	and	canals	and	the	improved	navigation	of	water	courses,	and	that	a	power	in	the	National	Legislature	to	provide	for	them	might	be	exercised
with	signal	advantage	to	the	general	prosperity.	But	seeing	that	such	a	power	is	not	expressly	given	by	the	Constitution,	and	believing	that	it	can	not	be	deduced	from	any	part	of	it	without	an	inadmissible	latitude	of	construction	and	a	reliance	on	insufficient	precedents;	believing	also	that	the	permanent	success	of	the	Constitution	depends	on	a
definite	partition	of	powers	between	the	General	and	the	State	Governments,	and	that	no	adequate	landmarks	would	be	left	by	the	constructive	extension	of	the	powers	of	Congress	as	proposed	in	the	bill,	I	have	no	option	but	to	withhold	my	signature	from	it,	and	to	cherishing	the	hope	that	its	beneficial	objects	may	be	attained	by	a	resort	for	the
necessary	powers	to	the	same	wisdom	and	virtue	in	the	nation	which	established	the	Constitution	in	its	actual	form	and	providently	marked	out	in	the	instrument	itself	a	safe	and	practicable	mode	of	improving	it	as	experience	might	suggest.	JAMES	MADISON.	The	Inspiration	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence	-	Calvin	Coolidge	(cleaning	up	after
Wilson,July	5,	1926)	We	meet	to	celebrate	the	birthday	of	America.	The	coming	of	a	new	life	always	excites	our	interest.	Although	we	know	in	the	case	of	the	individual	that	it	has	been	an	infinite	repetition	reaching	back	beyond	our	vision,	that	only	makes	it	the	more	wonderful.	But	how	our	interest	and	wonder	increase	when	we	behold	the	miracle	of
the	birth	of	a	new	nation.	It	is	to	pay	our	tribute	of	reverence	and	respect	to	those	who	participated	in	such	a	mighty	event	that	we	annually	observe	the	fourth	day	of	July.	Whatever	may	have	been	the	impression	created	by	the	news	which	went	out	from	this	city	on	that	summer	day	in	1776,	there	can	be	no	doubt	as	to	the	estimate	which	is	now
placed	upon	it.	At	the	end	of	150	years	the	four	corners	of	the	earth	unite	in	coming	to	Philadelphia	as	to	a	holy	shrine	in	grateful	acknowledgment	of	a	service	so	great,	which	a	few	inspired	men	here	rendered	to	humanity,	that	it	is	still	the	preeminent	support	of	free	government	throughout	the	world.	Although	a	century	and	a	half	measured	in
comparison	with	the	length	of	humanexperience	is	but	a	short	time,	yet	measured	in	the	life	of	governments	and	nations	it	ranks	as	a	very	respectable	period.	Certainly	enough	time	has	elapsed	to	demonstrate	with	a	great	deal	of	thoroughness	the	value	of	our	institutions	and	their	dependability	as	rules	for	the	regulation	of	human	conduct	and	the
advancement	of	civilization.	They	have	been	in	existence	long	enough	to	become	very	well	seasoned.	They	have	met,	and	met	successfully,	the	test	of	experience.	It	is	not	so	much	then	for	the	purpose	of	undertaking	to	proclaim	new	theories	and	principles	that	this	annual	celebration	is	maintained,	but	rather	to	reaffirm	and	reestablish	those	old
theories	and	principles	which	time	and	the	unerring	logic	of	events	have	demonstrated	to	be	sound.	Amid	all	the	clash	of	conflicting	interests,	amid	all	the	welter	of	partisan	politics,	every	American	can	turn	for	solace	and	consolation	to	the	Declaration	of	independence	and	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States	with	the	assurance	and	confidence	that
those	two	great	charters	of	freedom	and	justice	remain	firm	and	unshaken.	Whatever	perils	appear,	whatever	dangers	threaten,	the	Nation	remains	secure	in	the	knowledge	that	the	ultimate	application	of	the	law	of	the	land	will	provide	an	adequate	defense	and	protection.	It	is	little	wonder	that	people	at	home	and	abroad	consider	Independence	Hall
as	hallowed	ground	and	revere	the	Liberty	Bell	as	a	sacred	relic.	That	pile	of	bricks	and	mortar,	that	mass	of	metal,	might	appear	to	the	uninstructed	as	only	the	outgrown	meeting	place	and	the	shattered	bell	of	a	former	time,	useless	now	because	of	more	modern	conveniences,	but	to	those	who	know	they	have	become	consecrated	by	the	use	which
men	have	made	of	them.	They	have	long	been	identified	with	a	great	cause.	They	are	the	framework	of	a	spiritual	event.	The	world	looks	upon	them,	because	of	their	associations	of	one	hundred	and	fifty	years	ago,	as	it	looks	upon	the	Holy	Land	because	of	what	took	place	there	nineteen	hundred	years	ago.	Through	use	for	a	righteous	purpose	they
have	become	sanctified.	It	is	not	here	necessary	to	examine	in	detail	the	causes	which	led	to	the	American	Revolution.	In	their	immediate	occasion	they	were	largely	economic.	The	colonists	objected	to	the	navigation	laws	which	interfered	with	their	trade,	they	denied	the	power	of	Parliament	to	impose	taxes	which	they	were	obliged	to	pay,	and	they
therefore	resisted	the	royal	governors	and	the	royal	forces	which	were	sent	to	secure	obedience	to	these	laws.	But	the	conviction	is	inescapable	that	a	new	civilization	had	come,	a	new	spirit	had	arisen	on	this	side	of	the	Atlantic	more	advanced	and	more	developed	in	its	regard	for	the	rights	of	the	individual	than	that	which	characterized	the	Old
World.	Life	in	a	new	and	open	country	had	aspirations	which	could	not	be	realized	in	any	subordinate	position.	A	separate	establishment	was	ultimately	inevitable.	It	had	been	decreed	by	the	very	laws	of	human	nature.	Man	everywhere	has	an	unconquerable	desire	to	be	the	master	of	his	own	destiny.	We	are	obliged	to	conclude	that	the	Declaration	of
Independence	represented	the	movement	of	a	people.	It	was	not,	of	course,	a	movement	from	the	top.	Revolutions	do	not	come	from	that	direction.	It	was	not	without	the	support	of	many	of	the	most	respectable	people	in	the	Colonies,	who	were	entitled	to	all	the	consideration	that	is	given	to	breeding,	education,	and	possessions.	It	had	the	support	of
another	element	of	great	significance	and	importance	to	which	I	shall	later	refer.	But	the	preponderance	of	all	those	who	occupied	a	position	which	took	on	the	aspect	of	aristocracy	did	not	approve	of	the	Revolution	and	held	toward	it	an	attitude	either	of	neutrality	or	open	hostility.	It	was	in	no	sense	a	rising	of	the	oppressed	and	downtrodden.	It
brought	no	scum	to	the	surface,	for	the	reason	that	colonial	society	had	developed	no	scum.	The	great	body	of	the	people	were	accustomed	to	privations,	but	they	were	free	from	depravity.	If	they	had	poverty,	it	was	not	of	the	hopeless	kind	that	afflicts	great	cities,	but	the	inspiring	kind	that	marks	the	spirit	of	the	pioneer.	The	American	Revolution
represented	the	informed	and	mature	convictions	of	a	great	mass	of	independent,	liberty-loving,	God-fearing	people	who	knew	their	rights,	and	possessed	the	courage	to	dare	to	maintain	them.	The	Continental	Congress	was	not	only	composed	of	great	men,	but	it	represented	a	great	people.	While	its	members	did	not	fail	to	exercise	a	remarkable
leadership,	they	were	equally	observant	of	their	representative	capacity.	They	were	industrious	in	encouraging	their	constituents	to	instruct	them	to	support	independence.	But	until	such	instructions	were	given	they	were	inclined	to	withhold	action.	While	North	Carolina	has	the	honor	of	first	authorizing	its	delegates	to	concur	with	other	Colonies	in
declaring	independence,	it	was	quickly	followed	by	South	Carolina	and	Georgia,	which	also	gave	general	instructions	broad	enough	to	include	such	action.	But	the	first	instructions	which	unconditionally	directed	its	delegates	to	declare	for	independence	came	from	the	great	Commonwealth	of	Virginia.	These	were	immediately	followed	by	Rhode
Island	and	Massachusetts,	while	the	other	Colonies,	with	the	exception	of	New	York,	soon	adopted	a	like	course.	This	obedience	of	the	delegates	to	the	wishes	of	their	constituents,	which	in	some	cases	caused	them	to	modify	their	previous	positions,	is	a	matter	of	great	significance.	It	reveals	an	orderly	process	of	government	in	the	first	place;	but
more	than	that,	it	demonstrates	that	the	Declaration	of	Independence	was	the	result	of	the	seasoned	and	deliberate	thought	of	the	dominant	portion	of	the	people	of	the	Colonies.	Adopted	after	long	discussion	and	as	the	result	of	the	duly	authorized	expression	of	the	preponderance	of	public	opinion,	it	did	not	partake	of	dark	intrigue	or	hidden
conspiracy.	It	was	well	advised.	It	had	about	it	nothing	of	the	lawless	and	disordered	nature	of	a	riotous	insurrection.	It	was	maintained	on	a	plane	which	rises	above	the	ordinary	conception	of	rebellion.	It	was	in	no	sense	a	radical	movement	but	took	on	the	dignity	of	a	resistance	to	illegal	usurpations.	It	was	conservative	and	represented	the	action	of
the	colonists	to	maintain	their	constitutional	rights	which	from	time	immemorial	had	been	guaranteed	to	them	under	the	law	of	the	land.	When	we	come	to	examine	the	action	of	the	Continental	Congress	in	adopting	the	Declaration	of	Independence	in	the	light	of	what	was	set	out	in	that	great	document	and	in	the	light	of	succeeding	events,	we	can
not	escape	the	conclusion	that	it	had	a	much	broader	and	deeper	significance	than	a	mere	secession	of	territory	and	the	establishment	of	a	new	nation.	Events	of	that	nature	have	been	taking	place	since	the	dawn	of	history.	One	empire	after	another	has	arisen,	only	to	crumble	away	as	its	constituent	parts	separated	from	each	other	and	set	up
independent	governments	of	their	own.	Such	actions	long	ago	became	commonplace.	They	have	occurred	too	often	to	hold	the	attention	of	the	world	and	command	the	admiration	and	reverence	of	humanity.	There	is	something	beyond	the	establishment	of	a	new	nation,	great	as	that	event	would	be,	in	the	Declaration	of	Independence	which	has	ever
since	caused	it	to	be	regarded	as	one	of	the	great	charters	that	not	only	was	to	liberate	America	but	was	everywhere	to	ennoble	humanity.	It	was	not	because	it	was	proposed	to	establish	a	new	nation,	but	because	it	was	proposed	to	establish	a	nation	on	new	principles,	that	July	4,	1776,	has	come	to	be	regarded	as	one	of	the	greatest	days	in	history.
Great	ideas	do	not	burst	upon	the	world	unannounced.	They	are	reached	by	a	gradual	development	over	a	length	of	time	usually	proportionate	to	their	importance.	This	is	especially	true	of	the	principles	laid	down	in	the	Declaration	of	Independence.	Three	very	definite	propositions	were	set	out	in	its	preamble	regarding	the	nature	of	mankind	and
therefore	of	government.	These	were	the	doctrine	that	all	men	are	created	equal,	that	they	are	endowed	with	certain	inalienable	rights,	and	that	therefore	the	source	of	the	just	powers	of	government	must	be	derived	from	the	consent	of	the	governed.	If	no	one	is	to	be	accounted	as	born	into	a	superior	station,	if	there	is	to	be	no	ruling	class,	and	if	all
possess	rights	which	can	neither	be	bartered	away	nor	taken	from	them	by	any	earthly	power,	it	follows	as	a	matter	of	course	that	the	practical	authority	of	the	Government	has	to	rest	on	the	consent	of	the	governed.	While	these	principles	were	not	altogether	new	in	political	action,	and	were	very	far	from	new	in	political	speculation,	they	had	never
been	assembled	before	and	declared	in	such	a	combination.	But	remarkable	as	this	may	be,	it	is	not	the	chief	distinction	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence.	The	importance	of	political	speculation	is	not	to	be	under-estimated,	as	I	shall	presently	disclose.	Until	the	idea	is	developed	and	the	plan	made	there	can	be	no	action.	It	was	the	fact	that	our
Declaration	of	Independence	containing	these	immortal	truths	was	the	political	action	of	a	duly	authorized	and	constituted	representative	public	body	in	its	sovereign	capacity,	supported	by	the	force	of	general	opinion	and	by	the	armies	of	Washington	already	in	the	field,	which	makes	it	the	most	important	civil	document	in	the	world.	It	was	not	only
the	principles	declared,	but	the	fact	that	therewith	a	new	nation	was	born	which	was	to	be	founded	upon	those	principles	and	which	from	that	time	forth	in	its	development	has	actually	maintained	those	principles,	that	makes	this	pronouncement	an	incomparable	event	in	the	history	of	government.	It	was	an	assertion	that	a	people	had	arisen
determined	to	make	every	necessary	sacrifice	for	the	support	of	these	truths	and	by	their	practical	application	bring	the	War	of	Independence	to	a	successful	conclusion	and	adopt	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States	with	all	that	it	has	meant	to	civilization.	The	idea	that	the	people	have	a	right	to	choose	their	own	rulers	was	not	new	in	political
history.	It	was	the	foundation	of	every	popular	attempt	to	depose	an	undesirable	king.	This	right	was	set	out	with	a	good	deal	of	detail	by	the	Dutch	when	as	early	as	July	26,	1581,	they	declared	their	independence	of	Philip	of	Spain.	In	their	long	struggle	with	the	Stuarts	the	British	people	asserted	the	same	principles,	which	finally	culminated	in	the
Bill	of	Rights	deposing	the	last	of	that	house	and	placing	William	and	Mary	on	the	throne.	In	each	of	these	cases	sovereignty	through	divine	right	was	displaced	by	sovereignty	through	the	consent	of	the	people.	Running	through	the	same	documents,	though	expressed	in	different	terms,	is	the	clear	inference	of	inalienable	rights.	But	we	should	search
these	charters	in	vain	for	an	assertion	of	the	doctrine	of	equality.	This	principle	had	not	before	appeared	as	an	official	political	declaration	of	any	nation.	It	was	profoundly	revolutionary.	It	is	one	of	the	corner	stones	of	American	institutions.	But	if	these	truths	to	which	the	declaration	refers	have	not	before	been	adopted	in	their	combined	entirety	by
national	authority,	it	is	a	fact	that	they	had	been	long	pondered	and	often	expressed	in	political	speculation.	It	is	generally	assumed	that	French	thought	had	some	effect	upon	our	public	mind	during	Revolutionary	days.	This	may	have	been	true.	But	the	principles	of	our	declaration	had	been	under	discussion	in	the	Colonies	for	nearly	two	generations
before	the	advent	of	the	French	political	philosophy	that	characterized	the	middle	of	the	eighteenth	century.	In	fact,	they	come	from	an	earlier	date.	A	very	positive	echo	of	what	the	Dutch	had	done	in	1581,	and	what	the	English	were	preparing	to	do,	appears	in	the	assertion	of	the	Rev.	Thomas	Hooker	of	Connecticut	as	early	as	1638,	when	he	said	in
a	sermon	before	the	General	Court	that:	The	foundation	of	authority	is	laid	in	the	free	consent	of	the	peopleThe	choice	of	public	magistrates	belongs	unto	the	people	by	God's	own	allowance.	This	doctrine	found	wide	acceptance	among	the	nonconformist	clergy	who	later	made	up	the	Congregational	Church.	The	great	apostle	of	this	movement	was	the
Rev.	John	Wise,	of	Massachusetts.	He	was	one	of	the	leaders	of	the	revolt	against	the	royal	governor	Andros	in	1687,	for	which	he	suffered	imprisonment.	He	was	a	liberal	in	ecclesiastical	controversies.	He	appears	to	have	been	familiar	with	the	writings	of	the	political	scientist,	Samuel	Pufendorf,	who	was	born	in	Saxony	in	1632.	Wise	published	a
treatise,	entitled	"The	Church's	Quarrel	Espoused,"	in	1710	which	was	amplified	in	another	publication	in	1717.	In	it	he	dealt	with	the	principles	of	civil	government.	His	works	were	reprinted	in	1772	and	have	been	declared	to	have	been	nothing	less	than	a	textbook	of	liberty	for	our	Revolutionary	fathers.	While	the	written	word	was	the	foundation,	it
is	apparent	that	the	spoken	word	was	the	vehicle	for	convincing	the	people.	This	came	with	great	force	and	wide	range	from	the	successors	of	Hooker	and	Wise,	It	was	carried	on	with	a	missionary	spirit	which	did	not	fail	to	reach	the	Scotch	Irish	of	North	Carolina,	showing	its	influence	by	significantly	making	that	Colony	the	first	to	give	instructions
to	its	delegates	looking	to	independence.	This	preaching	reached	the	neighborhood	of	Thomas	Jefferson,	who	acknowledged	that	his	"best	ideas	of	democracy"	had	been	secured	at	church	meetings.	That	these	ideas	were	prevalent	in	Virginia	is	further	revealed	by	the	Declaration	of	Rights,	which	was	prepared	by	George	Mason	and	presented	to	the
general	assembly	on	May	27,	1776.	This	document	asserted	popular	sovereignty	and	inherent	natural	rights,	but	confined	the	doctrine	of	equality	to	the	assertion	that	"All	men	are	created	equally	free	and	independent".	It	can	scarcely	be	imagined	that	Jefferson	was	unacquainted	with	what	had	been	done	in	his	own	Commonwealth	of	Virginia	when
he	took	up	the	task	of	drafting	the	Declaration	of	Independence.	But	these	thoughts	can	very	largely	be	traced	back	to	what	John	Wise	was	writing	in	1710.	He	said,	"Every	man	must	be	acknowledged	equal	to	every	man".	Again,	"The	end	of	all	good	government	is	to	cultivate	humanity	and	promote	the	happiness	of	all	and	the	good	of	every	man	in	all
his	rights,	his	life,	liberty,	estate,	honor,	and	so	forth	.	.	.	."	And	again,	"For	as	they	have	a	power	every	man	in	his	natural	state,	so	upon	combination	they	can	and	do	bequeath	this	power	to	others	and	settle	it	according	as	their	united	discretion	shall	determine".	And	still	again,	"Democracy	is	Christ's	government	in	church	and	state".	Here	was	the
doctrine	of	equality,	popular	sovereignty,	and	the	substance	of	the	theory	of	inalienable	rights	clearly	asserted	by	Wise	at	the	opening	of	the	eighteenth	century,	just	as	we	have	the	principle	of	the	consent	of	the	governed	stated	by	Hooker	as	early	as	1638.	When	we	take	all	these	circumstances	into	consideration,	it	is	but	natural	that	the	first
paragraph	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence	should	open	with	a	reference	to	Nature's	God	and	should	close	in	the	final	paragraphs	with	an	appeal	to	the	Supreme	Judge	of	the	world	and	an	assertion	of	a	firm	reliance	on	Divine	Providence.	Coming	from	these	sources,	having	as	it	did	this	background,	it	is	no	wonder	that	Samuel	Adams	could	say
"The	people	seem	to	recognize	this	resolution	as	though	it	were	a	decree	promulgated	from	heaven."	No	one	can	examine	this	record	and	escape	the	conclusion	that	in	the	great	outline	of	its	principles	the	Declaration	was	the	result	of	the	religious	teachings	of	the	preceding	period.	The	profound	philosophy	which	Jonathan	Edwards	applied	to
theology,	the	popular	preaching	of	George	Whitefield,	had	aroused	the	thought	and	stirred	the	people	of	the	Colonies	in	preparation	for	this	great	event.	No	doubt	the	speculations	which	had	been	going	on	in	England,	and	especially	on	the	Continent,	lent	their	influence	to	the	general	sentiment	of	the	times.	Of	course,	the	world	is	always	influenced
by	all	the	experience	and	all	the	thought	of	the	past.	But	when	we	come	to	a	contemplation	of	the	immediate	conception	of	the	principles	of	human	relationship	which	went	into	the	Declaration	of	Independence	we	are	not	required	to	extend	our	search	beyond	our	own	shores.	They	are	found	in	the	texts,	the	sermons,	and	the	writings	of	the	early
colonial	clergy	who	were	earnestly	undertaking	to	instruct	their	congregations	in	the	great	mystery	of	how	to	live.	They	preached	equality	because	they	believed	in	the	fatherhood	of	God	and	the	brotherhood	of	man.	They	justified	freedom	by	the	text	that	we	are	all	created	in	the	divine	image,	all	partakers	of	the	divine	spirit.	Placing	every	man	on	a
plane	where	he	acknowledged	no	superiors,	where	no	one	possessed	any	right	to	rule	over	him,	he	must	inevitably	choose	his	own	rulers	through	a	system	of	self-government.	This	was	their	theory	of	democracy.	In	those	days	such	doctrines	would	scarcely	have	been	permitted	to	flourish	and	spread	in	any	other	country.	This	was	the	purpose	which
the	fathers	cherished.	In	order	that	they	might	have	freedom	to	express	these	thoughts	and	opportunity	to	put	them	into	action,	whole	congregations	with	their	pastors	had	migrated	to	the	colonies.	These	great	truths	were	in	the	air	that	our	people	breathed.	Whatever	else	we	may	say	of	it,	the	Declaration	of	Independence	was	profoundly	American.	If
this	apprehension	of	the	facts	be	correct,	and	the	documentary	evidence	would	appear	to	verify	it,	then	certain	conclusions	are	bound	to	follow.	A	spring	will	cease	to	flow	if	its	source	be	dried	up;	a	tree	will	wither	if	its	roots	be	destroyed.	In	its	main	features	the	Declaration	of	Independence	is	a	great	spiritual	document.	It	is	a	declaration	not	of
material	but	of	spiritual	conceptions.	Equality,	liberty,	popular	sovereignty,	the	rights	of	man	these	are	not	elements	which	we	can	see	and	touch.	They	are	ideals.	They	have	their	source	and	their	roots	in	the	religious	convictions.	They	belong	to	the	unseen	world.	Unless	the	faith	of	the	American	people	in	these	religious	convictions	is	to	endure,	the
principles	of	our	Declaration	will	perish.	We	can	not	continue	to	enjoy	the	result	if	we	neglect	and	abandon	the	cause.	We	are	too	prone	to	overlook	another	conclusion.	Governments	do	not	make	ideals,	but	ideals	make	governments.	This	is	both	historically	and	logically	true.	Of	course	the	government	can	help	to	sustain	ideals	and	can	create
institutions	through	which	they	can	be	the	better	observed,	but	their	source	by	their	very	nature	is	in	the	people.	The	people	have	to	bear	their	own	responsibilities.	There	is	no	method	by	which	that	burden	can	be	shifted	to	the	government.	It	is	not	the	enactment,	but	the	observance	of	laws,	that	creates	the	character	of	a	nation.	About	the
Declaration	there	is	a	finality	that	is	exceedingly	restful.	It	is	often	asserted	that	the	world	has	made	a	great	deal	of	progress	since	1776,	that	we	have	had	new	thoughts	and	new	experiences	which	have	given	us	a	great	advance	over	the	people	of	that	day,	and	that	we	may	therefore	very	well	discard	their	conclusions	for	something	more	modern.	But
that	reasoning	can	not	be	applied	to	this	great	charter.	If	all	men	are	created	equal,	that	is	final.	If	they	are	endowed	with	inalienable	rights,	that	is	final.	If	governments	derive	their	just	powers	from	the	consent	of	the	governed,	that	is	final.	No	advance,	no	progress	can	be	made	beyond	these	propositions.	If	anyone	wishes	to	deny	their	truth	or	their
soundness,	the	only	direction	in	which	he	can	proceed	historically	is	not	forward,	but	backward	toward	the	time	when	there	was	no	equality,	no	rights	of	the	individual,	no	rule	of	the	people.	Those	who	wish	to	proceed	in	that	direction	can	not	lay	claim	to	progress.	They	are	reactionary.	Their	ideas	are	not	more	modern,	but	more	ancient,	than	those
of	the	Revolutionary	fathers.	In	the	development	of	its	institutions	America	can	fairly	claim	that	it	has	remained	true	to	the	principles	which	were	declared	150	years	ago.	In	all	the	essentials	we	have	achieved	an	equality	which	was	never	possessed	by	any	other	people.	Even	in	the	less	important	matter	of	material	possessions	we	have	secured	a	wider
and	wider	distribution	of	wealth.	The	rights	of	the	individual	are	held	sacred	and	protected	by	constitutional	guaranties,	which	even	the	Government	itself	is	bound	not	to	violate.	If	there	is	any	one	thing	among	us	that	is	established	beyond	question,	it	is	self	government;	the	right	of	the	people	to	rule.	If	there	is	any	failure	in	respect	to	any	of	these
principles,	it	is	because	there	is	a	failure	on	the	part	of	individuals	to	observe	them.	We	hold	that	the	duly	authorized	expression	of	the	will	of	the	people	has	a	divine	sanction.	But	even	in	that	we	come	back	to	the	theory	of	John	Wise	that	"Democracy	is	Christ's	government".	The	ultimate	sanction	of	law	rests	on	the	righteous	authority	of	the
Almighty.	On	an	occasion	like	this	a	great	temptation	exists	to	present	evidence	of	the	practical	success	of	our	form	of	democratic	republic	at	home	and	the	ever	broadening	acceptance	it	is	securing	abroad.	Although	these	things	are	well	known,	their	frequent	consideration	is	an	encouragement	and	an	inspiration.	But	it	is	not	results	and	effects	so
much	as	sources	and	causes	that	I	believe	it	is	even	more	necessary	constantly	to	contemplate.	Ours	is	a	government	of	the	people.	It	represents	their	will.	Its	officers	may	sometimes	go	astray,	but	that	is	not	a	reason	for	criticizing	the	principles	of	our	institutions.	The	real	heart	of	the	American	Government	depends	upon	the	heart	of	the	people.	It	is
from	that	source	that	we	must	look	for	all	genuine	reform.	It	is	to	that	cause	that	we	must	ascribe	all	our	results.	It	was	in	the	contemplation	of	these	truths	that	the	fathers	made	their	declaration	and	adopted	their	Constitution.	It	was	to	establish	a	free	government,	which	must	not	be	permitted	to	degenerate	into	the	unrestrained	authority	of	a	mere
majority	or	the	unbridled	weight	of	a	mere	influential	few.	They	undertook	the	balance	these	interests	against	each	other	and	provide	the	three	separate	independent	branches,	the	executive,	the	legislative,	and	the	judicial	departments	of	the	Government,	with	checks	against	each	other	in	order	that	neither	one	might	encroach	upon	the	other.	These
are	our	guaranties	of	liberty.	As	a	result	of	these	methods	enterprise	has	been	duly	protected	from	confiscation,	the	people	have	been	free	from	oppression,	and	there	has	been	an	ever	broadening	and	deepening	of	the	humanities	of	life.	Under	a	system	of	popular	government	there	will	always	be	those	who	will	seek	for	political	preferment	by
clamoring	for	reform.	While	there	is	very	little	of	this	which	is	not	sincere,	there	is	a	large	portion	that	is	not	well	informed.	In	my	opinion	very	little	of	just	criticism	can	attach	to	the	theories	and	principles	of	our	institutions.	There	is	far	more	danger	of	harm	than	there	is	hope	of	good	in	any	radical	changes.	We	do	need	a	better	understanding	and
comprehension	of	them	and	a	better	knowledge	of	the	foundations	of	government	in	general.	Our	forefathers	came	to	certain	conclusions	and	decided	upon	certain	courses	of	action	which	have	been	a	great	blessing	to	the	world.	Before	we	can	understand	their	conclusions	we	must	go	back	and	review	the	course	which	they	followed.	We	must	think
the	thoughts	which	they	thought.	Their	intellectual	life	centered	around	the	meeting-house.	They	were	intent	upon	religious	worship.	While	there	were	always	among	them	men	of	deep	learning,	and	later	those	who	had	comparatively	large	possessions,	the	mind	of	the	people	was	not	so	much	engrossed	in	how	much	they	knew,	or	how	much	they	had,
as	in	how	they	were	going	to	live.	While	scantily	provided	with	other	literature,	there	was	a	wide	acquaintance	with	the	Scriptures.	Over	a	period	as	great	as	that	which	measures	the	existence	of	our	independence	they	were	subject	to	this	discipline	not	only	in	their	religious	life	and	educational	training,	but	also	in	their	political	thought.	They	were	a
people	who	came	under	the	influence	of	a	great	spiritual	development	and	acquired	a	great	moral	power.	No	other	theory	is	adequate	to	explain	or	comprehend	the	Declaration	of	Independence.	It	is	the	product	of	the	spiritual	insight	of	the	people.	We	live	in	an	age	of	science	and	of	abounding	accumulation	of	material	things.	These	did	not	create	our
Declaration.	Our	Declaration	created	them.	The	things	of	the	spirit	come	first.	Unless	we	cling	to	that,	all	our	material	prosperity,	overwhelming	though	it	may	appear,	will	turn	to	a	barren	scepter	in	our	grasp.	If	we	are	to	maintain	the	great	heritage	which	has	been	bequeathed	to	us,	we	must	be	like	minded	as	the	fathers	who	created	it.	We	must	not
sink	into	a	pagan	materialism.	We	must	cultivate	the	reverence	which	they	had	for	the	things	that	are	holy.	We	must	follow	the	spiritual	and	moral	leadership	which	they	showed.	We	must	keep	replenished,	that	they	may	glow	with	a	more	compelling	flame,	the	altar	fires	before	which	they	worshipped.	Page	6Key	points	raised	in	class	discussion
during	the	Introduction	feel	free	to	comment,	disagree,	clarify,	question	(this	is	primarily	for	our	class	participants	-	others	are	welcome,	but	will	be	deleted	if	unhelpful).	I'll	try	to	be	briefer	in	the	future	but	I	don't	have	the	time	to	write	less	today!The	principles	known	to	our	Founders	era,	the	28	principles	of	liberty,	we	need	to	learn,	understand,
and	apply	them	to	our	world	today.	Talking	with	those	who	discount	them	about	which	Founder	said	what,	will	get	a	shrug...	at	best.	But	if	we	can	describe	how	something	can	be	better	handled,	and	show	them	that	their	liberal	ideas	actually	restrict,	confine,	inhibit	freedom	and	cause	mayhem...	you	have	a	much	better	chance	of	getting	them	to	think
and	question.	The	more	we	do	that	with	friends,	neighbors	and	co-workers,	the	more	chance	we	have	of	restoring	a	Republic	to	us	if	we	can	keep	it.The	initial	colonies	at	Jamestown	and	Plymouth,	both	attempted	forms	of	communistic	organizations	for	their	society,	and	both	met	with	miserable	and	costly	failure.	What	seemed	to	be	good	and	high
minded	ideals	as	they	were	hatched	in	Europe,	were	exposed	as	folly	in	the	harsh	reality	of	America	where	there	was	no	form	of	other	peoples	money	to	spend	you	did	it	right,	or	you	died.	Simple	as	that.The	colonists,	through	trial	and	error,	found	that	people	left	to	governing	their	own	lives,	making	their	own	decisions	and	doing	so	without
interfering	with	others	doing	the	same,	brought	about	successful	communities.	Fifty	years	before	John	Locke	wrote	his	Second	Treatise	of	Government,	colonists	in	Connecticut	formed	what	is	arguably	the	first	written	constitution	in	history,	defining	a	social	contract,	rule	of	law,	elections,	secret	ballot,	and	freedom	of	speech	before	the	law.	They	did
so	because	they	had	direct	experience	of	the	basic	principles	which	would	become	clearer	and	clearer	by	the	Founding	Fathers	era.Principles	are	general	rules	which	have	been	proven	true	and	effective	for	thinking	and	acting	successfully	in	reality.	Without	benefit	of	principles,	you	are	forced	to	deal	with	each	and	every	situation	that	comes	along	as
some	new	particular.	The	video	used	principles	of	Mathematics	as	an	example,	that	if	you	dont	know	your	multiplication	tables,	you	are	either	forced	to	count	each	particular	one	by	one,	or	trust	any	sincere	sounding	person	who	tells	you	what	the	answer	is.Another	example	is	learning	to	read	you	can	do	so	by	learning	the	principles	of	phonics,	or	by
memorizing	the	look	of	particular	words.	Phonics	takes	a	little	more	time	up	front	learning	the	sounds	of	letters	and	their	various	combinations,	but	once	done,	you	can	read	and	sound	out	any	word	you	might	ever	come	across.See	and	Say	gets	you	reading	quickly	by	memorizing	the	look	of	particular	common	everyday	words,	and	guessing	at	others
based	on	them...	but	beyond	a	relative	handful	sized	vocabulary...	you	are	stuck	and	have	no	way	to	sound	out	or	read	anything	that	is	not	familiar	to	you.Principles	require	up	front	effort	and	knowledge,	but	free	you	to	be	successful.Dealing	with	every	issue	as	it	comes	up,	gives	you	the	feeling	of	doing	something,	but	ends	in	failure.Phonics	is	a
principled	method	of	dealing	with	the	reality	of	the	English	language.See	and	Say	was	a	proregressive	(progressive...	I	cant	leave	out	the	re)	discovery!	which	has	devastated	literacy	amongst	American	school	children	for	a	century.Invariably	the	leftist	solution	to	every	problem,	is	to	disregard	principles	(usually	as	old	fashioned	or	restrictive)	and	deal
with	particular	issues	as	if	everything	is	unique	and	requires	(irrelevant)	calls	for	sympathy.The	left	will	always	try	to	substitute	various	particulars	they	feel	would	be	good,	for	the	principles	we	know	from	hard	experience	are	true.	It	isnt	always	obvious	though,	the	best	of	them	will	try	and	shuffle	the	meaning	of	things	you	thought	you	understood,
and	replace	them	with	their	notions,	as	this	quote	from	Cass	Sunstein	shows,	fromChp.	2	of	his	book,	The	Second	Bill	of	Rights	and	see	if	you	can	spot	the	danger:"In	a	nutshell,	the	New	Deal	helped	vindicate	a	simple	idea:	No	one	really	opposes	government	intervention.	Even	the	people	who	most	loudly	denounce	government	interference	depend	on
it	every	day.	Their	own	rights	do	not	come	from	minimizing	government	but	are	a	product	of	government.	The	simplest	problem	with	laissez-faire	is	not	that	it	is	unjust	or	harmful	to	poor	people,	but	that	it	is	a	hopelessly	inadequate	description	of	any	system	of	liberty,	including	free	markets.	Markets	and	wealth	depend	on	government."The	half	truth
shuffle	here	is	deft-	you	can	easily	enter	into	that	paragraph	secure	in	your	beliefs,	yet	come	out	of	it	on	the	other	side	shaking	your	head	and	looking	around	for	signs	of	their	escape.The	technique	of	the	left	is	to	Equivocate	and	Particularize,	IOW,	to	'divert	the	meaning	of	a	term	into	something	else	while	keeping	the	appearance	of	using	the	same
words,	trading	away	principles	for	material	substitutes'.	Keep	your	eye	on	the	magicians	other	hand	that	hes	trying	to	keep	hidden:"	government	intervention"	-	confuses	the	principles	which	good	govt	should	act	from	in	the	defense	of	citizens	rights	and	which	in	many	contexts	can	and	must	intrude	into	individuals	lives	(police,	trials,	laws,	etc)	-	,	with
the	very	different	actions	of	government	usurping	your	rights	in	order	to	enforce	its	own	assumed	powers	over	you	and	every	choices	youd	like	to	make.	Two	very	different	meanings."are	a	product	of	government"	-	seeks	to	further	confuse	'Laws'	with	'Rights'.Lawscertainly	are	a	product	of	government,	but	Rights	are	not	aproductof	Laws	or	of
government,	not	in	the	American	sense.	Rights	are	derived	from	the	reality	of	our	nature	as	human	beings,	and	it	is	theirdefensewhich	is	the	centralpurposeof	government,	Laws	are	tools	to	restrain	and	channel	government	actions	in	order	to	uphold	and	defend	Rights	Laws	are	to	protect	our	Right	to	take	actions	we	choose	to	take	laws	are	not	to
produced	to	take	the	results	of	your	actions	as	goodies	to	be	distributed.'depend	on	government'	we	depend	upon	govt	to	defend	our	rights	and	uphold	the	rule	of	law	in	order	to	promote	the	General	Welfare,	but	Sunsteins	usage	equates	protecting	rights	with	being	thesource	of	Rights,	which	is	nothing	more	than	saying	that	a	security	guard	should
rightfully	becomes	the	defacto	owner	of	the	mall	he	protects,	because	the	owners	depend	on	him	to	keep	them	secure.In	Sunsteins	view,	and	of	the	left	in	general,	the	govt	is	cast	as	the	source	of	your	rights,	the	rightful	owner	of	your	property,	and	so	is	justified	to	control,	regulate	and	distribute	your	property	for	the	general	welfare	of	those	in
society	they	decide	are	in	need	of	it	social	justice.Freedomand	LibertyDOdepend	upon	Government,	but	on	a	limited	government,	one	which	upholds	and	defends	your	Right	to	pursue	the	form	of	happiness	you	choose,	a	Government	'of	Laws	and	not	men';	your	freedom	and	liberties	aretaken	awayby	a	government	that	can	tell	you	what	particular
things	you	will	be	given	a	right	to,	and	how	much	of	those	it	will	decide	you	should	be	'happy'	with.The	left	takes	ideas	and	Principles	which	enable	successful	behavior,	and	converts	them	into	particular	things	it	claims	you	need	to	be	successful.	In	the	hands	of	the	proregressive	leftist,Education	changes	from	understanding	the	good	ideas	that
liberate,	to	training	you	how	to	gather	a	liberal	amount	of	goods;Property	Rights	change	from	having	a	property	right	in	that	which	has	been	produced	through	your	life,	to	being	given	property	you	have	a	'right'	to	expect	just	for	living;Free	Speech	goes	from	the	freedom	to	speak	your	mind	on	an	issue	which	others	may	or	may	not	choose	to	listen	to,
to	having	a	right	to	hear	only	those	things	you	want	to	hear	-	and	the	right	to	expect	everyone	to	listen	to	your	words	on	what	you	know	they	should	hear,	and	to	not	be	confused	by	hateful	speech	opposing	what	you	want	to	hear.Simply	put,	if	America	has	any	meaning	of	Liberty	and	Justice	associated	with	it,	then:Anti-Constitution	+	Anti-Property
Rights	+	Anti-Free	Market	+	Anti-Free	Speech	=	Anti-American	Page	7Key	points	raised	in	class	discussion	during	the	Introduction	feel	free	to	comment,	disagree,	clarify,	question	(this	is	primarily	for	our	class	participants	-	others	are	welcome,	but	will	be	deleted	if	unhelpful).	I'll	try	to	be	briefer	in	the	future	but	I	don't	have	the	time	to	write	less
today!The	principles	known	to	our	Founders	era,	the	28	principles	of	liberty,	we	need	to	learn,	understand,	and	apply	them	to	our	world	today.	Talking	with	those	who	discount	them	about	which	Founder	said	what,	will	get	a	shrug...	at	best.	But	if	we	can	describe	how	something	can	be	better	handled,	and	show	them	that	their	liberal	ideas	actually
restrict,	confine,	inhibit	freedom	and	cause	mayhem...	you	have	a	much	better	chance	of	getting	them	to	think	and	question.	The	more	we	do	that	with	friends,	neighbors	and	co-workers,	the	more	chance	we	have	of	restoring	a	Republic	to	us	if	we	can	keep	it.The	initial	colonies	at	Jamestown	and	Plymouth,	both	attempted	forms	of	communistic
organizations	for	their	society,	and	both	met	with	miserable	and	costly	failure.	What	seemed	to	be	good	and	high	minded	ideals	as	they	were	hatched	in	Europe,	were	exposed	as	folly	in	the	harsh	reality	of	America	where	there	was	no	form	of	other	peoples	money	to	spend	you	did	it	right,	or	you	died.	Simple	as	that.The	colonists,	through	trial	and
error,	found	that	people	left	to	governing	their	own	lives,	making	their	own	decisions	and	doing	so	without	interfering	with	others	doing	the	same,	brought	about	successful	communities.	Fifty	years	before	John	Locke	wrote	his	Second	Treatise	of	Government,	colonists	in	Connecticut	formed	what	is	arguably	the	first	written	constitution	in	history,
defining	a	social	contract,	rule	of	law,	elections,	secret	ballot,	and	freedom	of	speech	before	the	law.	They	did	so	because	they	had	direct	experience	of	the	basic	principles	which	would	become	clearer	and	clearer	by	the	Founding	Fathers	era.Principles	are	general	rules	which	have	been	proven	true	and	effective	for	thinking	and	acting	successfully	in
reality.	Without	benefit	of	principles,	you	are	forced	to	deal	with	each	and	every	situation	that	comes	along	as	some	new	particular.	The	video	used	principles	of	Mathematics	as	an	example,	that	if	you	dont	know	your	multiplication	tables,	you	are	either	forced	to	count	each	particular	one	by	one,	or	trust	any	sincere	sounding	person	who	tells	you
what	the	answer	is.Another	example	is	learning	to	read	you	can	do	so	by	learning	the	principles	of	phonics,	or	by	memorizing	the	look	of	particular	words.	Phonics	takes	a	little	more	time	up	front	learning	the	sounds	of	letters	and	their	various	combinations,	but	once	done,	you	can	read	and	sound	out	any	word	you	might	ever	come	across.See	and	Say
gets	you	reading	quickly	by	memorizing	the	look	of	particular	common	everyday	words,	and	guessing	at	others	based	on	them...	but	beyond	a	relative	handful	sized	vocabulary...	you	are	stuck	and	have	no	way	to	sound	out	or	read	anything	that	is	not	familiar	to	you.Principles	require	up	front	effort	and	knowledge,	but	free	you	to	be	successful.Dealing
with	every	issue	as	it	comes	up,	gives	you	the	feeling	of	doing	something,	but	ends	in	failure.Phonics	is	a	principled	method	of	dealing	with	the	reality	of	the	English	language.See	and	Say	was	a	proregressive	(progressive...	I	cant	leave	out	the	re)	discovery!	which	has	devastated	literacy	amongst	American	school	children	for	a	century.Invariably	the
leftist	solution	to	every	problem,	is	to	disregard	principles	(usually	as	old	fashioned	or	restrictive)	and	deal	with	particular	issues	as	if	everything	is	unique	and	requires	(irrelevant)	calls	for	sympathy.The	left	will	always	try	to	substitute	various	particulars	they	feel	would	be	good,	for	the	principles	we	know	from	hard	experience	are	true.	It	isnt	always
obvious	though,	the	best	of	them	will	try	and	shuffle	the	meaning	of	things	you	thought	you	understood,	and	replace	them	with	their	notions,	as	this	quote	from	Cass	Sunstein	shows,	fromChp.	2	of	his	book,	The	Second	Bill	of	Rights	and	see	if	you	can	spot	the	danger:"In	a	nutshell,	the	New	Deal	helped	vindicate	a	simple	idea:	No	one	really	opposes
government	intervention.	Even	the	people	who	most	loudly	denounce	government	interference	depend	on	it	every	day.	Their	own	rights	do	not	come	from	minimizing	government	but	are	a	product	of	government.	The	simplest	problem	with	laissez-faire	is	not	that	it	is	unjust	or	harmful	to	poor	people,	but	that	it	is	a	hopelessly	inadequate	description	of
any	system	of	liberty,	including	free	markets.	Markets	and	wealth	depend	on	government."The	half	truth	shuffle	here	is	deft-	you	can	easily	enter	into	that	paragraph	secure	in	your	beliefs,	yet	come	out	of	it	on	the	other	side	shaking	your	head	and	looking	around	for	signs	of	their	escape.The	technique	of	the	left	is	to	Equivocate	and	Particularize,
IOW,	to	'divert	the	meaning	of	a	term	into	something	else	while	keeping	the	appearance	of	using	the	same	words,	trading	away	principles	for	material	substitutes'.	Keep	your	eye	on	the	magicians	other	hand	that	hes	trying	to	keep	hidden:"	government	intervention"	-	confuses	the	principles	which	good	govt	should	act	from	in	the	defense	of	citizens
rights	and	which	in	many	contexts	can	and	must	intrude	into	individuals	lives	(police,	trials,	laws,	etc)	-	,	with	the	very	different	actions	of	government	usurping	your	rights	in	order	to	enforce	its	own	assumed	powers	over	you	and	every	choices	youd	like	to	make.	Two	very	different	meanings."are	a	product	of	government"	-	seeks	to	further	confuse
'Laws'	with	'Rights'.Lawscertainly	are	a	product	of	government,	but	Rights	are	not	aproductof	Laws	or	of	government,	not	in	the	American	sense.	Rights	are	derived	from	the	reality	of	our	nature	as	human	beings,	and	it	is	theirdefensewhich	is	the	centralpurposeof	government,	Laws	are	tools	to	restrain	and	channel	government	actions	in	order	to
uphold	and	defend	Rights	Laws	are	to	protect	our	Right	to	take	actions	we	choose	to	take	laws	are	not	to	produced	to	take	the	results	of	your	actions	as	goodies	to	be	distributed.'depend	on	government'	we	depend	upon	govt	to	defend	our	rights	and	uphold	the	rule	of	law	in	order	to	promote	the	General	Welfare,	but	Sunsteins	usage	equates
protecting	rights	with	being	thesource	of	Rights,	which	is	nothing	more	than	saying	that	a	security	guard	should	rightfully	becomes	the	defacto	owner	of	the	mall	he	protects,	because	the	owners	depend	on	him	to	keep	them	secure.In	Sunsteins	view,	and	of	the	left	in	general,	the	govt	is	cast	as	the	source	of	your	rights,	the	rightful	owner	of	your
property,	and	so	is	justified	to	control,	regulate	and	distribute	your	property	for	the	general	welfare	of	those	in	society	they	decide	are	in	need	of	it	social	justice.Freedomand	LibertyDOdepend	upon	Government,	but	on	a	limited	government,	one	which	upholds	and	defends	your	Right	to	pursue	the	form	of	happiness	you	choose,	a	Government	'of	Laws
and	not	men';	your	freedom	and	liberties	aretaken	awayby	a	government	that	can	tell	you	what	particular	things	you	will	be	given	a	right	to,	and	how	much	of	those	it	will	decide	you	should	be	'happy'	with.The	left	takes	ideas	and	Principles	which	enable	successful	behavior,	and	converts	them	into	particular	things	it	claims	you	need	to	be	successful.
In	the	hands	of	the	proregressive	leftist,Education	changes	from	understanding	the	good	ideas	that	liberate,	to	training	you	how	to	gather	a	liberal	amount	of	goods;Property	Rights	change	from	having	a	property	right	in	that	which	has	been	produced	through	your	life,	to	being	given	property	you	have	a	'right'	to	expect	just	for	living;Free	Speech
goes	from	the	freedom	to	speak	your	mind	on	an	issue	which	others	may	or	may	not	choose	to	listen	to,	to	having	a	right	to	hear	only	those	things	you	want	to	hear	-	and	the	right	to	expect	everyone	to	listen	to	your	words	on	what	you	know	they	should	hear,	and	to	not	be	confused	by	hateful	speech	opposing	what	you	want	to	hear.Simply	put,	if
America	has	any	meaning	of	Liberty	and	Justice	associated	with	it,	then:Anti-Constitution	+	Anti-Property	Rights	+	Anti-Free	Market	+	Anti-Free	Speech	=	Anti-American	

500	leap	year	or	not.	5000	leap	year	or	not.	Leap	self-study	guide.	Leap	quick	start	guide.	Leap	4	-	reading	and	writing	answer	key.


