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One of the first challenges you will face when learning Mandarin is understanding the vast quantity of Chinese characters and their meanings. With hundreds of distinct ideograms to look at, it might be tough to know where to start. However, by focusing on the most common Chinese characters, you may build a strong foundation and gradually
enhance your linguistic skills. Wukong will provide you with a comprehensive list of basic Chinese characters, including pinyin, English translations, and often used word combinations. Whether you are an American-born Chinese student or simply curious about the written forms of this ancient script, this resource will equip you with the knowledge
and abilities you need to bravely explore the world of Chinese characters. Chinese characters, commonly known as hanzi or kanji, are the primary written components of the Chinese language. These ideographic symbols express thoughts, ideas, and objects rather than particular sounds or phonemes. Unlike the alphabetic scripts employed in many
Western languages, mandarin characters are complex visual representations that transmit meaning through their distinctive forms and structures. Specially tailored for kids aged 3-18 around the world! Get started free! Chinese characters have a long history, with the earliest known instances reaching back to the Shang period (c. 1600-1046 BCE).
These characters have developed over time, with new symbols introduced and existing ones reduced or altered to match the evolving needs of the language and its users. One of the most striking features of Chinese characters is their adaptability and universality. While precise pronunciations and usages may differ between Chinese dialects, such as
Mandarin and Cantonese, the core characters remain mostly consistent, allowing for a shared written language that crosses geographical boundaries. So, how many Chinese characters are there overall? The solution is complicated by the huge number of characters in the Chinese writing system, which is constantly developing. Estimates range from
roughly 50,000 to more than 100,000 characters, with the majority of them being rare or specialized symbols utilized in specific situations. However, the foundation of the language is made up of a relatively small number of regularly used characters known as the “basic” or “common” Chinese characters. To help you get started on your quest to
understanding the Chinese language, we’'ve produced a list of over 200 of the most common and fundamental Chinese characters. These symbols symbolize the Mandarin language’s basic pieces, and learning them will help you understand and communicate successfully in Chinese. The table below includes the character, its Pinyin (Romanized
spelling), the English translation, the radicals (the essential components that make up the character), and examples of typical bigrams (two-character sentences or phrases) that use the symbol. No.CharacterPinyinEnglish TranslationCommon Bigrams (with English meaning)1—yioneone/a (—+"), together (§2)2 _ertwotwenty (—+), two people (ZA)3=
santhreethree (1), three days (=X)4Msifourfour (1), four seasons ([UZ)5Awufivefive (1), colorful (AEI/<®)67<liusixsix (1), June (7xB)7tqisevenseven (1), Double Seventh (% )8/\baeighteight (1), August (/\B)9/ljitninenine (1), September (71.H)10+shitenten (1), very (1+4%)11 Arénpersonpeople (11), life (4%)12:Kdabigadult (A), family (Z)13/)
xidosmallchild (#%), Ming (BB)14#zhongmiddleChina (&), noon (4)15:1xinheartmood (&), psychology (¥2)163Fshouhandphone (#1), watch (5R)170koumouthspoken (i&), taste (kk)18LLUshanmountainlandscape (7K), Shandong (Z)197Kshuiwaterfruit (8£), level (3£)20:Xhuodfiretrain (%), rocket (§7)21Kmuwoodwood (3k), materials (#4)22%&jingoldmoney (),
metal (B)23ttuearthland (i), soil (i€)24/9deof, ‘s, ‘sSHIA (a person)25=&shito be, isEA (is not)26 R"bunotf T (cannot)27 Tle(aspect marker) 7 ## (to understand)287Ezaiat, in, onfEiX (at this)29Fyouto have, there isEft4 (have what)30Fw0ol, meH (] (we)31ftitahe, himfth{] (they)32iXzhethisiX4 (this)334 ge(measure word)—~* (one)34ywéito do, forJft
4, (why)351Imen(plural suffix)#1] (we)363Klaito come3k %) (to come)37 Lshangup, on, above L@ (above)38LAyito, in order tolA (and)39Egudcountry, nation®[E (China)40F1héand, withF1¥F (peace)41%F]daoto, until®|7 (have arrived)42itide(adverbial marker)iX 2 (here)43zhi(possessive)ZH (among)44ijishuoto say, speakiiiBf (to explain)45htshitime,
able tofEfZ (be able to)5718de(structural particle) 1% (should)58{Eniyoufi{i] (you all)59 Fxiadown, under F@E (below)608ziselfBC (oneself)61i&daoway, roadiii@ (said)62FfnathatIfLE (those)63fFhouafter, behindLAfG (afterwards)641Txingto go, conduct{Ts (action)65&Fzhe(progressive aspect)E%E (look at)664fato issue, emit& 4 (happen)67id
guo(perfective aspect)&ZiT (to pass through)684 me(interrogative particle){t4 (what)69%txieésome, few—LE (some)70Mcongfrom, by i1 (thereby)71Eliinside, within2 [ (inside)72 2 dudomany, muchf®Z (a lot of)73%dangto act as, duringZift (at the time)74 Rzhionly, merely 2% (only)75LAyito use, bylA& (and)76Fytin, atZEF (lies in)77FFkaito open,
startF# (begin)78iXzhéthisiX## (this way)798youto have, existE#) (some)80j8)jianbetween, amongZ (8 (between)81jifamethod, wayF5i% (method)82{Imen(plural suffix)F{] (we)83@liangtwom 4| (two)84 Lshangon, above L (above)853Klaito come3kZ| (arrive)86weifor, as’a7T (in order to)878Enéngcan, be able tofEl% (be able to)88Xyouand, alsoX —
(another)89¥xianto appear, present¥}7£ (now)90{Bhénvery, quitefE% (a lot of)91Ffhzhongkind, typeiX## (this kind of)92#iqianfront, beforeAFi (before)93Ltxiesome, few—Lt (some)94Emianside, surfaceal (in front of)95% shimatter, affairE15 (matter)963Eba(ba-construction)iBiE (grasp)97%ldaoto arrive, reachZl|T (have arrived)98Byialready, by nowtg
£ (already)99gijiuthen, justfiZ (that is)1008fshitimeiXAT (at this time)101iishuoto say, speakiiti# (said)102¥Fhaogood, wellfR¥F (very good)103thyéalso, toot 2 (also is)104Eyaoto want, needER2 (if)105iFhaistill, yetif2 (still)106Z%quto goE T (went)107&Fkanto see, look atEZ (see)108n]kécan, mays] I (can)1094ma(interrogative particle)ft4
(what)110%ranthen, howeverfE2 (but)1114%shéngto be born, life4;F (life)112[Etongsame, together@E## (likewise)113#8douall, both# 2 (all are)114/Fhouafter, behindBAfg (after)115¥fduitowards, correctitF (towards)116HziselfEB 2 (oneself)117#nathati4 (that)118 Fxiabelow, under T (below)119&Fyincause, reasonA} (because)1201T
héangprofession, fieldeJ A (can)121ttxiésome, few—LE (some)12245géito givefafth (give him)123#bei(passive marker)# A (by people)124Eqihis, her, itsEfth (other)1258baiwhitecolor (), daytime (X)1262héiblackcolor (&), dark (F%)127Htianfieldfarm ([), paddy (ih)128 dianelectricityelectric (), telephone (i%)129Hrisunday (X), date (E§)1308
yuémoonmonth (), bright (%)131%ntuwomangirl (%), wife (§§)132Fzichildson (%), seed (%i)1334shénglifegrow (), raw (8)134%dongeastChina (1t), winter (K)135FxiwestEurope (Giff), summer (X)136FnansouthChina (75), summer (X.)1374tbé&inorthChina (), winter (JX)138#shutreewood (#), leaves (M)1397¢huaflowerblossom (FF), smell (&)140
Ecaograssherb (%)), lawn (1£)1415nidobirdchicken (&), sparrow (#)142Hchénginsectant (), worm (H)143&yufishcarp (£8), salmon (£f)144Aroumeatpork (¥%), beef (4)145j8jitwinealcohol (¥5), liquor (J§)146%kfanmealrice (3K), eat (F2)147Zchévehicleautomobile (;§), bicycle (B)148Smahorsestallion (31), camel (38)149E wumilitarymartial arts (XK),
weapon (88)150=yanspeechtalk (i8), say (1%)151=xuéstudyschool (¥%), knowledge (i2)152#shiibookliterature (§£), write (5)153#baonewspapernews (£), announce (£5)1544zhipapertissue (M), note (£Z)155% gianmoneywealth (114), currency (f)156Ryinsilversilver (5t), bank (¥7)157%&jingoldgold (5t), jewelry ({f)158%Gshistonerock (%), jade (£)159T
gongworklabor (A), industry (J7)160/listrengthability (8€), force (2)161/ Tméndoorentrance (), gate (#)162&chuangwindowglass (F), curtain (7)163EFwihouseroom (M), building (F)164Kkchuangbedsleep (B&), pillow (3k)1655zhudtabledesk (F), furniture (B)166#yichairseat (F), furniture (B)167%yiclothesgarment (fR), dress (1&)168%%
kupantstrousers (), shorts (¥)169%txiéshoepair (), sandal (f€)170f8maohatcap (F), helmet (%)171<sanumbrellaparasol (f€), raincoat (¥)172}&qiflagbanner (1), pennant (£)17358{gésongsing (&), melody (#)174Ehuapaintingdrawing (&), sketch (#&)175%zhongclocktime (), bell (F)176Eyimedicaldoctor (&), hospital (fx)177Zyaomedicinepill (5),
prescription (75)178f&bingillnesssick (&), pain (#)179%sideathkill (¥£), funeral (£)180&ailoveaffection (&), beloved (A)181Z'mengdreamvision (4]), sleep (A8)182Enidobirdsparrow (&), swan (#8)183&yufishcarp (£8), salmon (#f)1847€huaflowerrose (%), blossom (F)185#fshutreepine (), oak (#%)186& caograssweed (), hay (F)187LL
shanmountainpeak (IR), ridge (#)1887Kshuiwaterriver (i), sea (;¥)189:Xhuofireblaze (%), spark (2)190KXfengwindbreeze (), gale (#%&)191’yuraindrizzle (;#), shower (;f1)192Z=yuncloudmist (&), fog (38)193Hyuémoonlunar (fR), eclipse (1#)194 £xingstarconstellation (EE), comet (;ff)195%jiafamilyhome (), household (A)196=xuéstudyschool (%),
education (&)1973tguanglightPA¥¢ (sunlight), #B8 (brightness)198&chiunspring& X (springtime), &7 (Spring Festival)1998xiasummerE X (summertime), EZ (summer)200fgitautumnfX (autumn), # U (autumn harvest)201£dongwinter£X (wintertime), £Z (winter) To help you with your Chinese character learning journey, we’ve produced a
detailed PDF chart containing all 200+ characters from the list above. This free resource is intended to be a handy reference tool, allowing you to go over the characters, their pronunciations, translations, and common usages at your own leisure. In addition, Wukong Chinese offers a variety of free and engaging Chinese character practice worksheets.
Parents who are interested can download and print them online for their children’s practice. If you want your children to master Chinese characters systematically and firmly, as well as set a solid foundation for future Chinese learning, you can enroll in a free online 1-on-1 Chinese trial class and create a Chinese character study plan for them. While
the list of 200+ core Chinese characters provides a solid foundation, it is critical to go deeper and understand the language’s most often used symbols. These common characters not only appear often in everyday interactions and written documents, but they also serve as the foundation for more complex words and phrases. Let’s look at 15 of the most
common Chinese characters, including their meanings, pronunciations, and insights into the greater Chinese language and cultural landscape. 1. A (rén) - Person, human being PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character A is composed of the radical ‘A’, which represents the concept of a person or human being.Common Bigrams- AO (rénkou) -
Population

- This compound word combines the character for person (A) with the character for mouth (0), referring to the people or inhabitants of a place.

- AR (rénmin) - The people

- This compound word combines the character for person (A) with the character for people (E), referring to the general population or citizenry.Example Sentence- XMAES., (Zhége rén hén gao.)

- This sentence translates to “This person is very tall.”

- It demonstrates the use of the person (A) character in a simple, descriptive context.Significance in Chinese Culture- The character A is one of the most fundamental and common characters in the Chinese language.

- It represents the central importance of the human being in traditional Chinese philosophy and society.

- The concept of the individual and their relationships within the larger social fabric are crucial in Chinese culture.Importance in Language and Writing- As a basic and essential character, A appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The simplicity and recognizability of the character make it one of the first characters that students of Chinese learn. 2.X (da) - Big, large PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character X is composed of the radical ‘X’, which represents the concept of something that is big or large in size.Common Bigrams- XK= (daxué) - University

- This compound word combines the character for big (X) with the character for school (%), referring to a higher institution of learning.

- KX (dajia) - Everyone, everybody

- This compound word combines the character for big (X) with the character for family (), representing the collective group of people.Example Sentence- X/ E[E{RK, (Zheége fangjian hén da.)

- This sentence translates to “This room is very big.”

- It demonstrates the use of the big (X) character in a simple, descriptive context.Significance in Chinese Culture- The concept of size and scale is important in traditional Chinese philosophy and aesthetics.

- The character X is often associated with ideas of power, authority, and importance in Chinese cultural contexts.Importance in Language and Writing- As a fundamental and common character, X appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The straightforward form of the character makes it one of the first characters that students of Chinese learn. 3./\ (xido) - Small, little PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character /\ is composed of the radical ‘/JV’, which represents the concept of something that is small or little in size.Common Bigrams- /\f% (xidohdi) - Child

- This compound word combines the character for small (4\) with the character for child (fz), referring to a young person.

- IZB (xidoxing) - Small-scale, miniature

- This compound word combines the character for small (4\) with the character for type or form (£!), describing something that is of a small size or scale.Example Sentence- iX/MERR/\, (Zhége pingguo hén xido.)

- This sentence translates to “This apple is very small.”

- It demonstrates the use of the small (/)\) character in a simple, descriptive context.Significance in Chinese Culture- The concept of scale and proportion is important in traditional Chinese aesthetics and design.

- The character /\ is often associated with ideas of delicacy, modesty, and intimacy in Chinese cultural contexts.Importance in Language and Writing- As a fundamental and common character, /' appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The concise form of the character makes it one of the first characters that students of Chinese learn. 4.# (zhong) - Middle, center PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character H is composed of the radical ‘ | ’, which represents the concept of something being in the middle or center.Common Bigrams- FRE (Zhonggud) - China

- This compound word combines the character for middle (#) with the character for country (&), referring to the central or “middle kingdom” of China.

- A4 (zhongw) - Noon, midday

- This compound word combines the character for middle (#7) with the character for day (&), representing the middle of the day.Example Sentence- X MEH I FEZKMIF L, (Zhége chéngshi weizai gudjia de zhongxin.)

- This sentence translates to “This city is located at the center of the country.”

- It demonstrates the use of the middle () character in a spatial context.Significance in Chinese Culture- The concept of balance and harmony, with things in their proper middle or central position, is central to traditional Chinese philosophy and worldview.

- The character A is often associated with ideas of moderation, equilibrium, and the mean between extremes.Importance in Language and Writing- As a fundamental and common character, H appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The compact form of the character makes it one of the earliest characters that students of Chinese learn. 5.10) (xin) - Heart, mind PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character iy is composed of the radical ‘v, which represents the concept of the heart, mind, or inner being.Common Bigrams- /2M& (xinging) - Mood, state of mind

- This compound word combines the character for heart/mind (.0») with the character for emotion or feeling (&), referring to one’s inner emotional state.

- i (yongxin) - Careful, attentive

- This compound phrase uses the character for heart/mind (i) to mean to do something with care and focus.Example Sentence- 9.0 BRI, (Ta de xinli hén ndnguo.)

- This sentence translates to “He is very sad in his heart/mind.”

- It demonstrates the use of the heart/mind (103) character to refer to one’s inner emotional state.Significance in Chinese Culture- The concept of the heart and mind as the seat of emotions, thoughts, and moral cultivation is central to traditional Chinese philosophy and psychology.

- The character i) is deeply associated with ideas of self-awareness, introspection, and the unity of cognition and emotion.Importance in Language and Writing- As a fundamental and common character, i) appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The distinctive shape of the character makes it one of the most recognizable and frequently used characters in the Chinese writing system. 6.F (shou) - Hand PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character 3 is composed of the radical ‘&', which represents the concept of the human hand.Common Bigrams- F#l (shouji) - Cellphone, mobile phone

- This compound word combines the character for hand () with the character for machine (#1), referring to a portable electronic device held in the hand.

- FZ (shouyl) - Craftsmanship, skill

- This compound word combines the character for hand (3) with the character for art or skill (£), indicating the importance of manual dexterity and handiwork.Example Sentence- fiFFZ# T MFrF. (Ta yong shou na qgile na geé béizi.)

- This sentence translates to “He used his hand to pick up that cup.”

- It demonstrates the use of the hand (F) character in a concrete, physical context.Significance in Chinese Culture- The hand is seen as an essential tool for physical work, artistic creation, and gestural expression in traditional Chinese culture.

- The character = is often associated with ideas of skill, craftsmanship, and the ability to manipulate the physical world.Importance in Language and Writing- As a fundamental and common character, 3 appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The iconic shape of the character, resembling an outstretched hand, makes it easily recognizable in the Chinese writing system. 7.0 (kou) - Mouth PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character O is composed of the radical ‘0’, which represents the concept of the human mouth.Common Bigrams- i%i& (shuohua) - To speak, to talk

- This compound word combines the character for mouth () with the character for speech (iF), referring to the act of speaking with the mouth.

- Fz4R (chifan) - To eat a meal

- This compound word combines the character for mouth ([J) with the character for food (&), describing the action of putting food into the mouth.Example Sentence- ik R %iE, (Ta zhangkai zuiba shuohua.)

- This sentence translates to “He opened his mouth and spoke.”

- It demonstrates the use of the mouth () character in the context of speech and vocalization.Significance in Chinese Culture- The mouth is seen as the primary organ for speech, taste, and oral expression in traditional Chinese culture.

- The character [0 is often associated with ideas of communication, sustenance, and the exchange of information.Importance in Language and Writing- As a fundamental and common character, [ appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The simple, iconic shape of the character makes it one of the most recognizable and frequently encountered characters in the Chinese writing system. 8.111 (shan) - Mountain PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character Ll is composed of the radical ‘lli’, which represents the concept of a mountain or mountainous terrain.Common Bigrams- W7K (shanshti)
- Landscape, scenic views

- This compound word combines the character for mountain (L) with the character for water (7K), referring to the natural scenery of mountains and rivers.

- Zl (dengshan) - To climb a mountain

- This compound word combines the character for mountain (L) with the character for ascend (&), describing the action of climbing up a mountain.Example Sentence- Ff17ELL E#EiKZEiT®, (WOmen zai shanshang da zhangpeng guo ye.)

- This sentence translates to “We set up a tent and stayed overnight on the mountain.”

- It demonstrates the use of the mountain (L) character in a spatial context.Significance in Chinese Culture- Mountains have long been revered in Chinese culture as symbols of grandeur, stability, and spiritual significance.

- The character Ll is often associated with ideas of natural beauty, challenge, and the pursuit of enlightenment.Importance in Language and Writing- As a fundamental and common character, Ll| appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The distinctive shape of the character, resembling three peaks, makes it easily recognizable in the Chinese writing system. 9.7K (shui) - Water PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character 7K is composed of the radical ‘7K’, which represents the concept of water.Common Bigrams- 7K& (shuigud) - FruitThis compound word combines the character for water
(7K) with the character for fruit (8), referring to watery or juicy fruits.- 7K (shuiping) - LevelThis compound word combines the character for water (7X) with the character for level (:F), representing a flat, even surface like a body of water.Example Sentence- {tt#8 7 —#7K, (Ta hé le y1 béi shui.)

- This sentence translates to “He drank a cup of water.”

- It demonstrates the use of the water (7X) character in a simple, everyday context.Significance of Water in Chinese Culture- Water (’K) is a fundamental element in traditional Chinese philosophy and cosmology.- It is often associated with the yin energy, representing fluidity, adaptability, and the cycle of life.- Water is also crucial for agriculture,
transportation, and daily life in Chinese society, making it a highly significant character. 10.:X (hud) - Fire PointDescriptionRadicalsThe character X is composed of the radical ‘X’, which represents the concept of fire or flame.Common Bigrams- X% (hudcheé) - Train

- This compound word combines the character for fire (X) with the character for vehicle (%), referring to a locomotive powered by fire/steam.

- 5N (zhdohud) - To catch fire, to ignite

- This compound word combines the character for fire (‘X) with the verb ‘to ignite’ (&), describing the action of something catching on fire.Example Sentence- & MBEREMIREIRS TRZE, (Gouhud xidngxidng ranshao zhe zhaoliang le yeékong.)

- This sentence translates to “The bonfire was burning brightly, illuminating the night sky.”

- It demonstrates the use of the fire (:X) character in the context of an actual flame or source of heat.Significance in Chinese Culture- Fire has long been seen in Chinese culture as a transformative and life-sustaining force, with important ritual and symbolic associations.

- The character X is often linked to ideas of warmth, energy, and the power to change physical and spiritual realms.Importance in Language and Writing- As a fundamental and common character, X appears in numerous other Chinese words and compounds.

- The distinctive shape of the character, resembling a flickering flame, makes it easily recognizable in the Chinese writing system. 11.89 (de) - of PointDescriptionGrammatical Function- Possessive marker

- Descriptive marker

- Nominalization markerUsage Patterns- Placed after the noun, adjective, or verb it modifies

- In possessive constructions, #J goes after the possessor

- In descriptive constructions, Y goes after the adjective

- In nominalization, B goes after the verb, adjective, or phrase being nominalizedFrequency and Importance- One of the most commonly used characters in Chinese

- Mastering the correct usage of £ is essential for fluent and grammatically accurate ChineseExample Sentences- X2F#J$. (Zhe shi wo de shi.) - This is my book.

- BBATEMRIE=R, (Na dud hua hén piaoliang de.) - That flower is very beautiful.

- FIMIFRERIT 4.2 (Xuéxi de haochu shi shénme?) - What are the benefits of learning?Regional Variations- In some regional dialects, the pronunciation of 9 may vary slightly (e.g., de, di, or deh) 12.2 (shi) - is/am/are/yes PointDescriptionGrammatical Function- The character & is primarily used as a copula verb, equivalent to the English verb “to
be”Usage- & is used to indicate identity, state of being, or equate two noun phrases

- It can be used with various subjects to mean “is”, “am”, “are”, “yes”, etc.Example Sentences- XM AEZHEMBAIK, (Zhége rén shi wd de péngyou.) - This person is my friend.

- fRRZEME? (NI shi xuésheng ma?) - Are you a student?

- =M, REF4%, (Shide, wo shi xuésheng.) - Yes, I am a student.Significance in Chinese Grammar- & is a fundamental and indispensable grammatical element in Chinese

- Its usage is crucial for forming basic sentences and expressing identity, state, and equationsFrequency and Importance- 2 is one of the most commonly used characters in the Chinese language

- Mastering the correct usage of & is essential for communicating effectively in ChineseWriting Conventions- & is written as a standalone character and is not combined with other characters

- The placement of Z in a sentence follows specific grammatical patternsCultural Associations- =& is associated with affirmation, agreement, and confirmation in Chinese culture

- The simple and direct nature of 2 reflects the pragmatic and concise communication style in Chinese 13.7E(zai) - at/in PointDescriptionGrammatical Function- £ is a preposition that indicates location or positionUsage- 7£ is used to express the location or position of something or someone

- It can be translated as “at”, “in”, “on”, “by”, or “during” depending on the contextExample Sentences- ft#EEHIEE3 3], (Ta zai tishiigudn i xuéxi.) - He is studying in the library.

- XERAREXRIEE, (Zhe jian yifu zai yigui 1i.) - This piece of clothing is in the wardrobe.

- BAERA=NMHE, (Women zai zhou san jian mian.) - We will meet on Wednesday.Significance in Chinese Grammar- £ is a crucial preposition for expressing location and position in Chinese sentences

- Its usage is essential for describing where actions or events take placeFrequency and Importance- 7£ is one of the most commonly used Chinese characters

- Mastering the correct usage of 7£ is essential for communicating effectively in ChineseWriting Conventions- 7£ is written as a standalone character and is not combined with other characters

- The placement of 7£ in a sentence follows specific grammatical patternsCultural Associations- 7£ is associated with a sense of presence, immersion, and involvement in Chinese culture

- The use of 7£ reflects the importance of spatial awareness and context in Chinese communication 14.3 (wo) - I/me PointDescriptionGrammatical Function- ¥ is a personal pronoun that means “I”, “me”, or “myself”Usage- ¥ is used to refer to the speaker or the person who is the subject of the sentence

- It can be used as the subject, object, or possessive form of the first-person singular pronounExample Sentences- Hr2=4%, (W0 shi xuésheng.) - I am a student.

- 1 XZHEIP, (Zhe shi wo de shi.) - This is my book.

- ZIf0Y T3, (Laoshijiao le wd.) - The teacher called me.Significance in Chinese Grammar- ¥ is a fundamental pronoun in Chinese grammar and is essential for self-reference and first-person expressionFrequency and Importance- ¥ is one of the most commonly used characters in the Chinese language

- Mastering the correct usage of ¥ is crucial for effective communication in ChineseWriting Conventions- ¥ is written as a standalone character and is not combined with other characters

- The placement of ¥ in a sentence follows specific grammatical patternsCultural Associations- ¥ reflects the individual’s sense of self and self-awareness in Chinese culture

- The use of # also suggests a degree of social hierarchy and interpersonal dynamics 15.4 (gé) - individual PointDescriptionGrammatical Function- 4 is a measure word or classifier used to count or quantify nouns in ChineseUsage- 4" is used to count or quantify individual objects, people, or abstract concepts

- It is placed between a number and the noun it modifies to indicate the unit or quantityExample Sentences- HE=/1¥R, (W0 you san ge pingguo.) - I have three apples.

- XBERNMEE, (Zheli you wi geé xuésheng.) - There are five students here.

- BEX—AHEE, (W0 xiang mai y1 ge xin shiibao.) - I want to buy a new backpack.Significance in Chinese Grammar- 4 is a crucial grammatical element in Chinese for quantifying nouns and expressing precise amounts

- Proper use of 4 is essential for clear and accurate communication in ChineseFrequency and Importance- 4" is one of the most frequently used characters in the Chinese language

- Mastering the correct usage of 4" is crucial for achieving fluency in ChineseWriting Conventions- 4 is written as a standalone character and is not combined with other characters

- The placement of 4" in a sentence follows specific grammatical patternsCultural Associations- 4" reflects the Chinese emphasis on categorization, quantification, and attention to detail

- The use of 4" suggests a systematic and analytical approach to conceptualizing the world You can use this character list as a reference to gain a better grasp of the chosen characters. Study the material presented, practice using the characters in sentences, and investigate how they fit into the larger framework of Chinese grammar and
communication. In the Chinese language, there is a distinction between characters and words: Characters ;XY= hanzi): The basic building blocks of the written Chinese language. Each character represents a single concept, object, or idea. Characters can be used independently as single-character words or combined to form multi-character words.
Words (i ci): Consist of one or more characters. Represent a complete meaning or unit of language. Can be single-character words or multi-character words. For example, the character 7K (shui) means “water” and can be used as a single-character word. However, it can also be combined with other characters to form multi-character words, such as
77K (yongshui, swimming) or ¥§7K (héshuli, to drink water). The relationship between characters and words in Chinese is complex, as a single character can stand alone as a word or be combined with other characters to form new, more complex words. Understanding this distinction is crucial for effectively learning and using the Chinese language.
The Chinese character list we’ve covered in this comprehensive tutorial is an invaluable resource for anyone wishing to learn the fundamentals of written Mandarin. By being acquainted with the most common Chinese characters, their meanings, and how they are employed in everyday words and phrases, you will be well on your way to mastering
this ancient and intriguing script. Download the free PDF chart to keep this vital information at your fingertips as you continue your journey to discover China’s rich culture and language. You can explore best website to learn Chinese characters here. Specially tailored for kids aged 3-18 around the world! Get started free! Master’s degree in Chinese
language and philology. She has 8 years of international Chinese education experience, 6 years of international Chinese first-line teaching experience, and 2 years of international Chinese teaching and research experience, including Chinese pinyin teaching, Chinese character teaching, and Chinese entrance exam teaching. She is also responsible for
the development of Wukong’s original content and curriculum design and development. 0 ratings0% found this document useful (0 votes)646 viewsThis document provides a list of the 140 most common Chinese characters to help with character recognition, not exhaustive translations. It introduces the first 30 characters, including part...Al-enhanced
title and descriptionSaveSave 140 most common Chinese characters For Later0%0% found this document useful, undefined If you are new to Chinese characters and want a place to start, you’'re at the right place. Our 150 most common Chinese characters list will help you get started on your journey. MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology)
created an algorithm that calculated the most often seen Chinese characters in written Chinese in order of how frequently they are used.Jump to the list now.This post may include affiliate links. That means if you click a product link below and then purchase a product, Written Chinese will take a small commission to keep the site and dictionary
running. (Don’t worry, it’s at no extra cost to you!)There are tens of thousands of Chinese characters, but since the symbols that make up written Chinese has developed over thousands of year, the exact number is unknown. In 2004, the H{AFZFH# (yi ti zi zi dian) Chinese Dictionary included a record 106,230 Chinese characters, but only a small
amount of those are used today.In modern-day schools, children are expected to learn 3500 characters, but many know more than 5000 by the time they graduate. In mainland China, students learn simplified characters, while traditional Chinese characters are used in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao.Difference Between Characters and WordsOne
character doesn’t make one Chinese word. A word is usually made up of 2 or more characters, so learning these 150 characters means you actually know many more words.For example, in #11 in this Chinese character list, iX can be combined with several other characters in the list to make words. For example, X4, X8, iX#¥, X4, and X, If
you've looked at the new HSK 2021 system, over 9 levels, you'll study 3000 characters which equate to 11092 words.You can download our Chinese character list as a PDF and excel spreadsheet so you can study later and record your learning. We’'ll also send you some tips and instructions on how to start learning. No.Simplified
CharacterPinyinEnglish 1#9deof 2—yione 3=Zshito be 4fbunot 57Tlecompleted 67Ezaiat / in 7Arénperson 8Fyouto have 9Fwol / me 10ftitahe / him 113Xzhethis 124 géindividual 13#zhongmiddle 14 weifor 15 Kdabig 164/ lmenplural 173ldicome 18_tshangabove / up 19lyiso as to 20Egudcountry 21F1héand / with 22%|daoto arrive 23itidiearth 242
zhiof / it 25if{shuoto say 26Rtshitime 27Eyaowant 284ichiuout 29tyéalso 30gijiujust 31a]kécan 324 huiable to 33féryet / but 34Fyuin / at / than 35Fzichild 364%shénglife 373fduicorrect 38&nidnyear 398Enéngcan 4015déto get 41{fniyou 42 Fxiadown 43 Hziself 44i&daoway 453fnathat 46/5houafter 471Txingto go/OK 48%&zhe~ing 494fato send out 50
iFguoto pass 51Ffsudactually 52Fyongto use 53fEzuoto do 54=shimatter/thing 55%jiahome 56 Eliin/inside 57ffchéngto become 587 fangsquare 59Eqiits 609Aranso 61Fzhdngtype of 62Equgo 63Urulike/as 642 dudomany/much 654jingto pass 66;5falaw/method 67%xuéto study 68[Ftongsame 69Ktiansky/day 70#&douall 7153fénto divide 722
dangregard as 73FEdingto set 74#&zhéone who (is) 751#jinto enter 764 mesuffix 77+shiten 78 Fzhiimain 79Hrisun/day 80zdongto move 81&bupart 82¥xiannow 83Mmianface 84iCqito rise 85/)\xidosmall 861Elito manage 87ifhaistill 88ZFjinarmy 895yland 90%Fkanto see 91 Z&bénorigin 92#fhdaogood 93Fwuwithout 947igidnin front/ago 95LExiesome 96
J&méihaven't 97:bxinheart 98&yincause 99 céngfrom 100=santhree 1012 zhionly 1023Lshireal 103#fyangappearance 104 kaito open 1051t cithis 106.ygongpublic 107{#shito use 10844jiangshall 109{Edanbut 110&yiidea 111 lienergy 112EKminpeople 113 _értwo 1144changlong 115#xiangthink 116Etait 117#ljimachine 118%0zhiknow 119X
youagain 1205 di(number)~th 121Bmingbright 122Ebato hold 123E8yialready 124T gongwork 1251Fzhéngright 126ljianto meet 1274xinggender 128Mitashe/her 1294t waioutside 130Myeindustry 131%guanto close 132/5gaohigh 133#8xiangeach other 134@liangtwo 135f&qingfeeling 1364 quanwhole 137Xwénlanguage 138[gJwento ask 139%déngto
wait 140Hydéudue to 141Fbingfurthermore 142 Byuémonth 143kiyingshould 1448jianbetween 145&zhongserious 1464wuthing 147 zhéngpolitics 148sadidandot 149{Atibody 150&%zhanwar Track your studies with this free common Chinese characters list in a printable PDF and excel!Here are the first 20 most common Chinese characters from the
list to get you started. I've provided definitions for each character, as well as radical breakdowns, example sentences, and common bigrams. The first character to learn is B9 (de), often used as a possessive particle with a neutral tone. It might seem quite an odd character to begin with, but you will use this one so often, better learn it now.H (bai)
white AJ (bao) wrap v (didn) dotfREY / #&RY (ni de)/ (nin de) yoursF#Y (wo de) my / mineHI#Y (bié de) else / other FHAIMIHER—##R), (w6 men de shu bao shi y1 yang de) Our bags are the same.FHVEFREER. (wo de xié zi shl lan se de) My shoes are blue.You can learn more about the #J (de) character in our article How to use the ‘de’ particles #Y, 13,
and 3 in Chinese. — (y1) is an ideograph character, meaning that it is an abstract idea of the number 1.—4 (y1 ge) a /an—%t (y1 xié) some / a few—# (y1 zhong) a kind of FHrBE—MzF. (w0 you y1 ge héi zi) I have one child. #iE— =R G, (ta you yi didn bu gao xing) She is a little unhappy.You can learn more about the # (de) character in our article How
to use the ‘de’ particles #9, 1§, and it in Chinese. & (shi) is commonly found to mean ‘is’ or ‘are’ in a Chinese sentence. It can also be used as ‘yes’.H (ri) sun— (y1) oneiE (zou) to walkOne of the original characters for & (shi) was & (shi). The sun H (ri) is found over the modified character for ‘right or ‘correct’ 1IE (zhéng). The sun is the standard of
‘correctness’, creating the meaning of ‘yes’ or ‘is’. A& (bd shi) nofE2 (dan shi) but / howeveri®2 (hai shi) or fti@ZIHME ? (ta shi ldo shi ma) Is he a teacher?$XEEHI—, (jin tian shi xing qi y1) Today is Monday.You can learn more about using the character & (shi) in our article about saying yes. Although 7T (le) can be used in a few different ways, it is
most commonly used as a particle to indicate that something is completed.2 7T (dao le) to arrive5T (wei le) in order to 7I'= T{RAIZ P, (bié wang le ni de dong xi) Don’t forget your stufffi 5 E%|7T ! (wd ma shang dao le) I'll arrive soon!To learn more about how to use T (le), take a look at our article The Complete Guide to Chinese Modal Particles,
where you'll find a whole section just on T (le) and its uses. (zuo) left-hand | (gun) linex (tu) earthThe second is based on an older version of the character: X (ti) earth= (cdi) just now In the development of 7£ (zai), 74 (cai) represented a pillar and beam of a house. When 7 (cai) ‘house’ was together with &£ (ti) ‘the earth,’ this stood for survival or to
‘exist’.Alternatively, 7 (céi), which means ‘just now’ or ‘a moment ago’, predominantly makes the pronunciation of the character (céi - zai) but also provides some meaning. I am AT (&%) at a place JUST NOW (#).JR7E (xian zai) nowIEfE (zhéng zai) in the process of H7E (fang zai) place in / onFRIEEE M AZE, (WO zhéng zai hui ban gong shi) I'm coming
back to the office.ftiR7EZ, (ta bu zai jia) He’s not home.Learn more about using the character 7£ in our article, The Different Uses of 7£ zai in Chinese. A / 1 (rén)When used as a radical, A (rén) is also found on the side in the form of 1, such as in 1] (men), £ (rén) and 1t (hua). A (rén) is a pictograph of a man’s legs, although the original character
showed a man picking wheat from the fields. Z A (ni rén) woman® A (nén rén) manZ A (1ao rén) old maniXZ AB/ES, (zheé nu rén hén piao liang) The women is very beautiful {/FZWE A ? (ni shi nd i rén) Where are you from? A (yue) moon (zud) left handEarly depictions of & (ydu) show a hand holding a piece of meat. The image of meat was similar
to that of the moon A (yué) and as ‘man’ began to focus on ‘reaching the moon’, the image became the hand holding the moon.;&% (méi ydu) don’t haveir% (héi you) stillR%E (zhi you) only iIXEEZR#B™, (zhe Ii you jia chao shi) Here is the supermarket. i RE—KEBEE, (w0 zhi you yi zhang dian ying piao) I only have one movie ticket. The earliest form
of # (w0) showed 2 spears but now shows a hand F (shou) grasping a spear X (gé). The suggestion is that a man holding a spear is a metaphor for his own ego, or T".F{] (w0 men) us¥fJ (w0 de) my / mine FHKiX—TF., (w0 1di shi yi xia) Let me try.Fi2 Hollie, (w0 shi...) I'm Hollie.LLearn how to use pronouns in our article, You & Me. This & That:
Pronouns in Chinese. A / 1 (rén) man / persontf (yé&) tooftt (ta) is a combination of {1 (rén) and #1 (yé) meaning ‘also’. The idea is that ft (td) means ‘that person also’ referring to another person, he or she.ft#{] (ta men) they / themEfth (qi ta) otherft#y (ta de) his B E2FKHIE MK, (ta shi wo de nan péng you) He’s my boyfriend . fth2F 40 ? (ta shi xué
sheng ma) Is he a student?Learn how to use pronouns in our article, You & Me. This & That: Pronouns in Chinese. Practice writing, watch courses and study flashcards from your favorite text books. X (wén) literaturei_ (chuo) walkTo understand the character iX (zhe), we need to look at the traditional character i (zhe) that breaks down into ‘walk’
1_ (chuo) and ‘speak’ & (yan). Its original meaning was to ‘meet’.iX4" (zhe ge) this oneiX#¥ (zhé yang) this kind ofiX£t (zhe xieé) theseiX4 (zhé me) so much XZ2{REH, (zhe shi ni de shi) This is your book. . XFHEEFIZ, (zhé zhong cai hén hao chi) This kind of food is delicious. A (rén) person| (gun) single line—*" (y1 ge) a / an{™A (gé rén)
individual/personalB4 (na ge) that one NZHEAEXMTE T, (xido ni hai bl yao zhé ge wén ju le) The little girl doesn’t want the toy.34 /B, (ban ge xido shi) Half an hour.Learn more about measure words in the article, Weighing Up Chinese Measure Words. The line down the ‘middle’ of # (zhong) suggests symmetry and something ‘central’.
Additionally, the origins of this character is a square target [] (wéi) hit in the center with an arrow, now simplified with the single line | (gun). FE (zhong gud) ChinaE™ (qi zhong) amongHi» (zhong xin) center fE1E] T HEXPFE, (ta hui dao le zhong gud da lu) He came back to mainland China.ff9HiZ B IEELF. (ta de zhong wén shuo de féi chang
hdao) She speaks Chinese extremely well. & (wéi) the traditional character of Jg (wei) was originally the image of a female monkey. It was ‘borrowed’ for the character ‘because’ and then modified to two claws’.[EJ (yin wei) because}s T (wéi le) in order toJltt (wei ci) for this reason X 41AH4 ? (ta zhé me réen wéi me) Does he think so?ftiiiX 4 M2 R



TH Y. (ta shuo zheé me zuo shi wei le wo hdo) He said he did it for my benefit. X (da) is an ideographic representing a person with their arms and legs stretched out conveying the idea of ‘big’. X% (da xué) universityXf# (da 1) mainland China X3 (da jia) everyone fthtZ X7 ? (ta duo da le) How old is he? AR&BBEMIX RGN, (da jia dou hén xi huan
zhe ci hu6 dong) Everyone enjoys this activity. The 3k (14i) character depicts a pictograph of wheat. Additionally, the traditional character % (14i) combines & (mu) the tree radical with the M (céng) particle, meaning ‘from’.H:3k (chu 14i) to come outid 3R (guo 1ai) to come over/a3k (hou 14i) afterwards B RT3 RIZEEIRAG ? (wan shang ni guo 14i chl wan fan
ma?) Will you come and have dinner tonight?fth A& B EMLRS, (ta cong lai méi you rén hé yuan yan) He never has any complaints. t (shang) is an ideograph of the horizon — with additional lines indicating ‘up’ from the ground._tj& (shang hai) Shanghai& k (shén shang) on the body k% (shang qu) to go up LB &A™, (shang hai shi ge fa da
de chéng shi) Shanghai is a developed city. BEEF £, (shi zai zhuo zi shang) The book is on top of the table.Learn more about Lt (shang) in our article, Let’s Get Abstract With Chinese Ideograms. Although B (yi) is its own radical, it can be broken down further to explain its origins. The right-hand side of the character is A (rén) meaning ‘person’ or
in this case mother. The origins of this character stem from a mother and baby connecting by an umbilical cord.®J A (ké yi) canffilA (sud yi) therefore / so / as a result of BAJF (yi hou) after fREABIZILABRENS ? (ni yi gidn qu guo na li ma) Have you been there before? =] A5 — 7K ? (ké yi géi wo y1 béi shul ma) Can you give me a glass of water, please? £
(yu) jade[] (wéi) boundaryThe traditional character, B (gud) is composed of a boundary [ (wéi), land —, mouth O (kou), and a spear X (gée), all components that a country has. The simplified version E (gud) shows jade E (yu), which represents the ‘king’ within a boundary [] (wéi), which is a more modern version of a country.®JEBA (ké yi) canFfLA (suo
yi) therefore / so / as a result of LAfF (yi hou) after HEEMHE, (w0 xi huan zhong gud) I like China. It REFEVALEE, (béi jing zai zhong gud de béi bu) Beijing is in the north of China. Reading and writing Chinese characters is often considered the most ambitious challenge that language students face in order to achieve fluency. Indeed, the intricacies
which have shaped this character system over thousands of years are both complex and vast. While they may appear bewildering at first, Chinese characters are actually composed of distinct building blocks that form a straightforward and logical structure. Once you grasp a basic understanding of Chinese character anatomy, you will be reading and
writing your way across the Middle Kingdom in no time. Explore below and continue along your journey to learn Chinese characters. Images courtesy of confuciusmag.com Unlike the Roman alphabet, Chinese characters are used to illustrate meaning rather than sound. In fact, most characters were originally intended as visual representations of
physical elements like trees, houses or humans. Evolving since their earliest forms, simplified versions of these symbols, known as character radicals, serve as the foundation for contemporary written Mandarin. Making up approximately 80% of the language, radicals—in addition to Chinese pinyin—are an essential starting point for anyone who wants
to read or write fluently in Mandarin. Jump to the list of the 40 most used Chinese radicals and continue learning Chinese characters. The evolution of the characters A, M), and f&X. A=rén=person JA=cong=from/follow fx=zhong=crowd. When two or more radicals are combined, they work together to create a single character; the radical on the left
indicates the character’s category or meaning, while the radical on the right might indicate its pronunciation. The majority of the written Chinese language is comprised of character compounds, in which several characters are combined to make one word. Most Chinese dictionaries include about 20,000 characters, though linguists estimate literate
speakers know between 5,000 and 8,000. For language learners, being familiar with just 2,000 to 3,000 characters will give you the tools to read most newspapers and magazines. An important rule to note is that characters are written according to a standardized stroke order, which typically moves from left to right, top to bottom and outside to
inside. Skritter is an excellent APP to help you learn stroke order. Although Chinese characters may seem daunting at first, patterns will quickly emerge once you develop a basic foundation. So, review your radicals, familiarize yourself with the most commonly used Chinese characters, and watch as your Mandarin skills grow exponentially! Chinese
Character Basics Having a deeper understanding of Chinese characters is important for any student of Chinese. Learning characters will help reveal the language’s logical structure as well as China's history and culture. Watch the following video to delve deeper into the pictographic and ideographic nature of Chinese characters. You'll learn the
difference between the phonetic alphabet and the Chinese character system. How to Learn Chinese Characters Contrary to what many new students expect, learning the characters is not a particularly hard part of learning Chinese. In fact, many advanced students of Chinese say that remembering and achieving good oral comprehension of the vocal
tones associated with Chinese characters and words is actually the hardest aspect of learning Chinese. There are a few different techniques for learning characters and which one is best really depends on which one works for you. The method used by Chinese school children is the repetition method. Characters are studied and written down again
and again until they are remembered. Many non-native learners of the language criticize this method as outdated and inefficient. However, this is the method used by the Chinese people, almost all of whom learn more characters than the vast majority of non-native speakers of Chinese ever manage to learn, which is a statistic that makes it hard to
criticize the method. Another method—one that is quite popular with Western students of Chinese—involves attaching a story to each character. The story may be based on the appearance of the character or how the character is constructed from different radicals. The theory is that a story is easier to remember than an arbitrary shape. Take the
character 05 (ma) shown below as an example. This Chinese character has the same meaning and use as the question mark does in English, except that in Chinese, the question mark is not silent, but is spoken at the end of the sentence. It is pronounced “ma.” If you look at the character’s two component radicals in the figure on the right, you will see
that the radical on the left half is shaped like a box. This is the Chinese character [ (kou), which is an old character for mouth and still carries the meaning of mouth or opening. The radical on the right is the Chinese character & (ma), which means horse. If you had already learned the two characters that are the radicals for this new character, then
the story you use to remember the character might go something like this: “In ancient times, horses were very expensive. So before buying a horse you would use your mouth to ask lots of questions about the horse’s pedigree.” Remembering this little story can help to remind you that the character I (ma), with the meaning of a question mark, is
drawn by placing the “mouth” character before the “horse” character. The method of repetition requires continuous dedication until the characters become so familiar that they will not be forgotten, and this can take many years. For students who might not be able to study the language continuously for such a long time, the story method might be
better. No matter which method you choose, setting targets and goals is a good idea. Studying the most common characters first makes progress quicker and ensures the fastest route to achieving one’s goal. A good starting point is the 100 most common Chinese characters. If your plan is to eventually learn a large number of characters in order to
pass an exam such as HSK 4, 5 or 6, then it would be a good idea to start by learning the most common radicals (see below). The 40 Most Common Radicals: There are over 200 radicals that make up Chinese characters, though only a portion of them are regularly used in simplified Mandarin today. Check out the list below to find out the 40 most
common character radicals—you might find that you've encountered most of them before! Remember, because they serve as the building blocks of the written character system, radicals are absolutely crucial in helping language learners become literate in Mandarin. No.RadicalpinyinEnglish 1 Arénperson 27J]daoknife 3Jlipower 4 X youright hand;
again 50koumouth 60wéienclose 7ttlearth 84 xisunset 9Kdabig 10Znuwoman 11Fzichild 12~fcuninch 13/\xidosmall 14T gonglabor ; work 15 4yaotiny; small 165 gongbow 17:ixinheart box 18%gédagger;axe 19Fshouhand 20Hrisun 21 Byuémoon 22 Kkmuwood 237Kshuiwater 24 Xhudfire 25Mtianfield 26 Bmueye 277Rrshishow 28 4 mifine silk 29F
érear 307%yiclothing 31&yanspeech 32 Jlbeicowrie; shell 33Ezouwalk 34ztfoot 35%&jingold 36/ JTméndoor 37#zhuishort-tailed bird 38fyturain 398 shieat 40 Zmahorse Additional Chinese Learning Resources: The CLI team is comprised of China experts with advanced degrees in China studies, teaching Chinese as a foreign language, education, and
other related disciplines. Founded in 2009, CLI is a center for Chinese language and cultural studies based in scenic Guilin, China. 0 ratings0% found this document useful (0 votes)164 viewsThis document provides a list of over 81,000 Chinese characters along with definitions, stroke counts, radicals, and other useful data. It notes that many of the
characters are ancient or ra...SaveSave List of Chinese Characters For Later0%0% found this document useful, undefined0 ratings0% found this document useful (0 votes)164 viewsThis document provides a list of over 81,000 Chinese characters along with definitions, stroke counts, radicals, and other useful data. It notes that many of the characters
are ancient or ra... Chinese characters, with their intricate strokes and rich history, form the foundation of written communication in the Chinese language. Learning these characters is an essential step towards understanding and mastering Mandarin Chinese. In this article, we present a curated list of the 100 most common Chinese characters,
complete with their traditional Chinese characters, Bopomofo and Pinyin pronunciation, and English meaning. Let’s embark on this fascinating journey of linguistic exploration. No.CharacterBopomofoPinyinMeaning1#97 ¢ "de(possessive particle), of / truly and really / aim, clear2—— /—" /—"y1/yl /yione / single / a(n)3:2& 7 shiis, are, am, affirmative
to be4 A3 X bu(negative prefix) no, notbT74H <& /h— % le / lido(modal particle intensifying preceding clause), (past tense marker) / to know, to understand6 A &4 ‘rénperson, individual, people7F X T "wol, me, myself87E TP % " zaiat, in, exist9F — X “youto have, there is, there are, exist, bel0ftizz Ytahe, him11iE¥ & zhéthis, thesel12& X\ "/ X\ wéi /
weiact as, take...to be, be, do, serve as, become / because of, for, to132Z¥zhimarks preceding phrases as modifier of following phrase14X7Y "dabig, huge, large, major, great, wide, deep, oldest, eldest / doctor153R 4% ‘laito comel16LA— "yito use, take, according to, because of, in order to17{&{{ & ge(a measure word), individual18H ¥ X L zhongwithin,
among, in, middle, center, while (doing something), during19_t 7 shangabove, on, over, top, go up, last, previous20{fiM % "men(plural marker for pronouns and animate nouns) No.CharacterBopomofoPinyinMeaning21%|734 " daoto reach, until, up to, to go, to arrive22zi 7 X Tshuoto express, to communicate23E {{ X & "gudcountry, state, nation24F0/~
& " /I X hé / huoand, together, with, peace, harmony25it73—"de / di-ly, earth, ground, field, place, land26th—t “yéalso, too, as well27F T’ "zichild, son28R% > ‘shitime, when, hour, period, season29i& 734 daoway, path, method, road, principle, truth, reason, skill, Tao (of Taoism), to say, to speak, to talk30i % Xchiito go out, to come out, to emerge, to
appear, to happen31ffiJL "érand, as well as, but (not), yet (not), shows causal relation, shows change of state, shows contrast32Z— 4 "yao / yaoimportant, to want, to be going to, must, demand, ask, request3352U “yuat, in, regarding34#i 4 — X "jiujust, then, only, right away35 T — Y "xiabelow, under, down, next361§73¢ "dé / de / déito obtain, to get, to
need to, must, have to378] 5 & "kécan, may, able to, certain, particle used for emphasis38f 3 — "niyou395 3 — 3 ‘nidnyear404 P L shéngto be born, to give birth, life, to grow No.CharacterBopomofoPinyinMeaning41H T ziself, oneself, from, since42E/” X\ huiable, capable, to meet, meeting, society, union, party43#8 3 Y "nathat, those441&/ X
“houlater, afterwards, after, back, behind458¢ 5 L ‘'néngcan, may, capable, able, energy46¥f71 X "\ duitowards, facing, to oppose, to answer, to direct, couple, pair, correct, right4d7&%® % '/ L XT /L4 /B4 ‘zhe / zhuo / zhao / zhdoindicating ongoing action/state48% P shimatter, thing, item, work, affaird9H < — "qliits, their, his, her, that, such, referring
to preceding subject50%& % — "liwithin, inside51Fr4 X T “sudactually, place52% < U  quto go, to leave, to depart531T T — £ "hang / xinga row, profession, professional / all right, capable, competent, okay, to do, to travel, to walk, behavior, conduct541& { X & " guo(past tense marker), to cross, to pass, to live, to experience55%& H — Yjiahome, family, person
engaged in a certain art or profession56+ 7~ "shiten57F U £ " yongto use58%%C Y fato send out, to express (one’s feelings), to issue, to developZ —%59Kk A& —Btianday, sky, heaven60%18 X ‘rdas (if), such as No.CharacterBopomofoPinyinMeaning61#A8 % ‘ranindeed, right, so, thus, like this, -ly62{F TP X & " zuoto consider, to take (someone) as, to do, to
create6375C Afangsquare, quadrilateral, direction, just645% % £ ‘chéngaccomplish, achieve, complete, become, transform, win, succeed65& ¥ & “zhé-ist, -er (person), person (who does something)66% 73 X £duomany, much, numerous, a lot of, multiple67H B "riday, sun, date, day of the month68#F73X douall, both (if two things are involved), entirely,
every, even, already69= 4 Bsanthree70/NT — 4 “xidosmall, tiny, few, young71E Y U 5junarmy, military, armed forces72_ )L  értwo73# X "wuwithout, not to have, no, none, not, lack of, un-74[@ % X £ “ténglike, same, similar, together, in unison75M< me(interrogative suffix)764% 4 — £ jingclassics, scripture, pass through, experience, undergo77;5C Y
“falaw, method, way, principle, doctrine78& 734 /734 dang / dangto be, to act as, manage, withstand, when, during, ought to, should, equal, right at, on the spot, just at / at or in the very same..., to handle, to replace79it < —"qiqi: to rise, to get up, to start, to initiate80&LI '/ LU/ LU yu / yu / yu(interrogative particle) / and, with, to give, together with /
participate in No.CharacterBopomofoPinyinMeaning81#f/~ 4"/ I” 4 hao / haoexcellent, fine, great / to like, to be fond of82%F 5%/ 55 kan / kanto take care of, to attend to, to observe, to gaze / it depends, to consider, to perceive, to watch832 T Ut "xuéto acquire knowledge, to learn, academic, learning84i 4 — 4 "jinto advance, to enter, to move
forward85F&Y X L7/ WX L zhOng / zhongkind, species, variety / to cultivate, to grow, to plant86i% 4 — 4/ U —*"jiang / jiang(will, shall, future tense), to be about to, to handle, to lead / a military general87:&/” % '/ I_ X3 "héi / huanalso, furthermore, moreover, still, yet, additionally / (surname), to repay, to return88%'C 4/ C 45 fén / fénto divide, to
separate, minute, (a measure word), (a unit of length = 0.33 centimeter) / part, portion89ltt % “cithis, these, this (referring to something nearby)90:0» T — &xinheart, mind, innermost feelings917i { —% "gidnbefore, in front, ahead, previous, former, frontward92E M —7% mianface, surface, aspect, side, appearance93X — X “you(once) again, also, moreover,
furthermore94 73— L " dingto determine, to fix, to set, to establish, definite958 4 —% "/ T —2 jian / xianto see, to meet, to perceive, to appear / to appear, to manifest96 2 ¥ “zhionly, merely, just, but97FE % X “zhtito own, to host, master, principal, main98;2M\ "/ M<& méi/ mo(negative prefix for verbs), not have, not, haven’t / to sink, to disappear99,2
{{ X Lgongfair, just, public, common, honorable100f#% X £ “céngfrom, since, to follow, to obey, to undertake, to pursue Join our Substack “Mandarin Zest”, where we regularly share intermediate to advanced Chinese learning content. Make sure to subscribe! Subscribe to Mandarin Zest Most Chinese characters look complicated to the outside
observer, but not all characters are created equal. There are two main Chinese writing systems, traditional and simplified. Traditional characters are based on historical Chinese writing systems with roots tracing back millennia, whereas simplified characters are those same traditional characters, but with many simplified so that they are easier to
read and write. Learn Chinese in Beautiful Guilin, China Flexible Scheduling, Affordable Pricing » [] Enroll in our Chinese language school in Guilin, China and learn Chinese through guided conversation and daily practice. Progress with your dedicated team of Chinese teachers online or in person. Learn Chinese with CLI CLI is a center for Chinese
language and cultural studies in Guilin, China. The character ;X han written in four different styles, with its iteration at the bottom right. Where are simplified characters used? Simplified characters are the official Chinese written script of mainland China. Yet despite being invented in China, simplified characters are also used elsewhere. Children
studying in Malaysia and Singapore all learn simplified Chinese characters. It also wouldn’t be surprising to see simplified characters being used in Hong Kong or Taiwan, and even some Japanese Kanji resemble simplified Chinese. While traditional characters were once the only choice for books and texts, nowadays the majority of the contemporary
Chinese text is simplified. Another comparison of simplified version (above) and traditional one (below) of ["F§ guang xi - Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region Does Mandarin use simplified or traditional characters? People often say they want to study “simplified Mandarin,” and others often ask whether Mandarin Chinese is traditional or simplified.
Unfortunately, there isn’t a simple answer. It is important to remember that in Chinese, the writing system and the spoken language aren’t as interlinked as they are in a language like English. The clear separation between the written and the spoken language means that “simplified Mandarin” is a misnomer. It is better to refer to Mandarin, which is
the standard Chinese dialect spoken in mainland China, and simplified Chinese characters, which are used to write Chinese and which, because Chinese is not phonetic, can be used to write both Mandarin and other dialects. In mainland China, the dialect of Chinese known as Mandarin is studied using simplified Chinese characters, and in Taiwan,
Mandarin is studied using traditional Chinese characters. Simplified characters are not officially used to write down any language other than Mandarin, whereas traditional characters are still often used to write the southern dialect known as Cantonese, and historically have been used to write both Korean and Vietnamese. Another common point of
confusion revolves around the question of whether all characters in simplified Chinese are different from their traditional Chinese counterparts. While the simplifications changed many of the most commonly used Chinese characters, many characters were left unchanged. Characters like & zi were already quite simple and weren’t adjusted, while
others like ¥ bi were uncommon enough that they were also left untouched. Why Don’t We Just Use Traditional Characters? Simplifications to Chinese characters have been in use for almost as long as written Chinese has been around. A common early example of simplification is cursive handwritten Chinese, which has incorporated simplifications
since the Qin dynasty (221 - 206 BC). However, until the 20th century, such simplifications were limited to handwritten notes and rarely made it into official documents. A countryside market in China during Qing Dynasty (1644-1912) It may surprise you, but many of the early arguments for the simplification of Chinese characters were economic in
nature. In the early 1900s, China under the Qing dynasty was seen as falling behind the rest of the world, and many believed that the complexity of the Chinese language was partly to blame. Famous Chinese author Lu Xun (&if, L1 Xun) said: ;XFARK , FEHT Hanzi bu mié, Zhonggud bi wang, which can be roughly translated as, “If Chinese
characters aren’t destroyed, China will die.” Lu Xun (&if Luxun) was the pen name of Zhou Shuren (Zhoushurén E#i A, 1881-1936), a Chinese writer, essayist, poet, and literary critic At the time that Lu Xun was writing, simplified characters didn’t exist yet. When he refers to Chinese characters, he was referring to the notoriously complex
traditional Chinese characters. Lu Xun believed that the complexity and difficulty of the character system was acting as a barrier to literacy and holding back China’s development. It is important to realize that, as late as 1950, the literacy rate in China was only 20 percent. This was partly due to the poor state of the education system, but was also
thought to be partially due to the complexity of the characters students had to learn. A comic by Feng Zikai featuring the simplified character is getting popular in mainland China Low literacy, in turn, hurt economic development across China, as there is a very strong link between literacy and economic growth. Being able to read and write allows
citizens to pick up knowledge and skills, which in turn enables individuals to contribute more to the economy. Simplified characters were introduced in part to try to boost economic development. The History of Simplified Chinese Characters At the turn of the 20th century, the classical literary method of writing Chinese, known as X X wényanwén,
fell out of favor. Instead of having a different set of grammatical rules for written and spoken Chinese, people began to write Chinese as it was spoken. This vernacular form of Chinese is known as HifEX Baihua Wén. While this change greatly simplified reading and writing, allowing virtually any well-educated person to produce and consume
literature, it did not bring literacy to the vast majority of Chinese people. In the 1950s, shortly after coming to power, the Communist Party of China undertook huge educational reforms, aiming to foster economic growth by improving literacy. As part of these reforms, the Chinese government introduced the first round of Chinese character
simplifications in 1956. A page published in 1955 in the Beijing Daily announcing the newspaper will begin using simplified, rather than traditional, characters. In the 1970s and 80s, both Singapore and Malaysia also adopted the simplifications made by China into their own Mandarin curriculums. While Classical Chinese is still taught to Chinese
children today during Chinese literature classes in mainland China, most documents are no longer written in Classical Chinese. It is difficult to tell precisely what effect the character simplification had, as it was just one measure out of many included in the Chinese government’s overall program of education reform. However we do know that the
reforms as a whole had the effect of increasing the literacy rate to 65 percent by 1982, and to over 97 percent today. How Were Chinese Characters Simplified? Three main methods were used to make Chinese characters easier to read and write. The focus was on simplifying more common characters, as that is where it was believed that
simplification could have the greatest impact. 1. Simplify the structure of characters These simplifications involved elements being removed and changed. There are lots of ways this was done, but the general idea was the same. For example, & chi became i& chi, with all but one of the elements in the box at the bottom removed. This process of
simplification made the character less complex by 7 strokes, making it both easier and faster to write. Another example is the character B bei, which became N bei. In this example, the entire character was simplified, and the strokes required reduced from 7 to 4. There are 482 characters that were simplified this way. 2. Derive new characters from
simplified and traditional characters Of the 482 characters simplified using the method mentioned above, 132 can be used to simplify other characters further. i§ chi is one of the 350 characters that is not used in any other character. Il bei, on the other hand, is used in lots of different characters, which allows the characters that originally used the
complicated form of this radical to be simplified in a similar fashion by changing every instance of B to Il. For example, using this method, the character & zhén became 51 zhén and 8% zéng became & zéng. Multiple characters from the 132 that were simplified according to this method can be used together. For example, J1 béi can be combined with
R jin (simplified from both # jin and & jin), allowing & jin to be simplified to IR jin. This reduces the number of required strokes from 21 to 10. 3. Eliminate variants of the same character The first two methods involved changing characters. However, many traditional characters have the same pronunciation and even the same meaning. For such
characters, a single variant was chosen from the many in existence, for example, /¥ hii was chosen to exclusively represent £, I§, &%, and I in simplified Chinese. Most of the time, the simplest character was chosen, but sometimes a different variant was chosen for aesthetic or historical reasons. For example, # zha was chosen from % and #%, as % is
significantly older. This is despite #£ requiring 14 strokes and # only requiring 13. How Many Simplified Chinese Characters Exist? People often want to know how many simplified characters there are. Fortunately, there is an easy answer. In 2013, the Chinese government published i@ #I5E;X ¥k Tongyong Guifan Hanzi Bido or The Table of General
Standard Chinese Characters, which contains 8,105 characters. However, it’s important to remember that some of them overlap with their traditional counterparts. For example, the numbers — yi, — ér, and = san are the same in both simplified and traditional characters. Also, estimates for the number of traditional characters can exceed 100,000.
By using the second simplification method discussed above, many characters that do not appear in the official list can be simplified. So the answer is actually much more complicated, just as the simplification process was. Could Chinese Characters Be Even Simpler? Not fully satisfied with the first set of simplifications in 1975, the Chinese
government introduced a second list of simplified characters, with the ultimate goal being to reduce the number of strokes per character to under 10. These simplifications made use of the same methods we’ve already mentioned. However, there were some key differences. While almost 90% of the characters simplified in the first simplification
already existed unofficially (in cursive, for example), most of the changes in the second list were entirely new characters. Another issue was that while the first scheme focused on the most commonly used characters, the second scheme focused on characters with more than 10 strokes, often simplifying characters that were rarely used. These two
factors combined to make the second simplification very unpopular, and it was officially withdrawn in 1986. Another avenue for simplification came from ;XiE#& Hanyu Pinyin, or pinyin, the official romanization of Chinese. Since its initial introduction in 1958, there have been some who have advocated for pinyin to replace Chinese characters
completely. However, this idea has never gained much support. Although they can be challenging to learn, a majority of the reformers recognized that Chinese characters are an important part of the Chinese language. After the retraction of the second round of simplification, the Chinese government made it clear that they don’t intend on making any
more dramatic changes to the Chinese writing system. Had this idea gained traction, however, written and spoken Mandarin could have become closely linked, making “simplified Mandarin” less of a misnomer and more of a reality. Should I Learn Simplified or Traditional Chinese? The vast majority of Chinese speakers worldwide use simplified
characters, so, for many people, it makes sense to learn them, especially because they are easier to write. However, there are good reasons to learn traditional characters too. For example, you might have family in Hong Kong, you might be really interested in Chinese literature, or you might just think they look nicer. It is also not uncommon to learn
simplified characters first and then delve into traditional later. The most important point is that it is up to you. You can even decide to learn Chinese without studying Chinese characters at all, although learning characters is highly recommended. No matter which method you chose, now you know the difference between the two, and why and how
simplified characters came about. The Most Common Simplified Characters and Their Traditional Equivalents Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms
as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must
distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by
an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Enjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with
our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished than ever.See What's NewExplore how consumers want to see climate stories told today, and what that means for your visuals.Download Our Latest VisualGPS ReportData-backed trends. Generative Al demos. Answers to your usage rights questions. Our original video podcast
covers it all—now on demand.Watch NowEnjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished than ever.See What's NewExplore how consumers want to see climate stories told today, and what that means for your visuals.Download Our
Latest VisualGPS ReportData-backed trends. Generative AI demos. Answers to your usage rights questions. Our original video podcast covers it all—now on demand.Watch NowEnjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished

than ever.See What's NewExplore how consumers want to see climate stories told today, and what that means for your visuals.Download Our Latest VisualGPS ReportData-backed trends. Generative Al demos. Answers to your usage rights questions. Our original video podcast covers it all—now on demand.Watch Now 5000 Chinese characters

[PDF] is an invaluable resource tailored for learners and enthusiasts of the Chinese language, offering a comprehensive compilation of 5000 Chinese characters that range from the most commonly used to more specialized and rare terms. This document provides a structured list featuring Pinyin romanization and English definitions for each
character, making it an essential tool for mastering the depth and richness of Chinese vocabulary. Unlike simpler vocabulary lists such as the “1000 Most Common Words in Chinese,” this collection of 5000 Chinese characters spans a wide spectrum of usage. It includes everyday characters like “F” (xia - under, below) and “#0” (zhi - know,

=z

comprehend), as well as less frequent but culturally significant ones like “@&” (méi - mold) and “lg” (chan - steep, rugged). The document captures a broad range of meanings, from practical terms related to daily life (e.g., “X” tian - sky, heaven; “E” gud - country) to abstract concepts (e.g., “&” yi - thought, idea) and even obscure references (e.g.,
“8E” yuan - large turtle; “§%” x1 - small rat). This diversity reflects the complexity and versatility of the Chinese language, offering learners a window into its linguistic and cultural intricacies. Whether you’re a beginner building a foundational vocabulary or an advanced learner seeking to expand your repertoire, this PDF provides a systematic and
thorough approach to conquering 5000 Chinese characters. It’s a must-have companion for anyone committed to unlocking the full potential of Chinese language proficiency. Download 5000 Chinese characters PDF Download here Nestled along the banks of the Li River, speckled with tens of thousands of karst peaks, and bustling with the arts,
customs, and songs of southern China’s thriving ethnic minority groups, Guilin is a destination like no other.The people, serene landscape, ease of transportation — the list goes on. Yet at CLI, we tend to view Guilin through the lens of language learning. This is where Guilin really shines: as a place to learn Chinese in China. Mastering Chinese
characters is often the most challenging part for learners. Their formation and memorization methods differ from other languages. However, don’t be discouraged! Chinese characters have a logical structure. Understanding this structure makes them easier to learn. A practical approach is to analyze each character like a Lego game. Radicals, key
components of Chinese characters, provide meanings and help with memorization. Here is a list of commonly used Chinese characters, categorized by frequently used radicals. You can also download both simplified and traditional Chinese characters list PDF versions. Click here to read more detailed illustrations about this radical. No. Characters
Pinyin Definition 1 [ kéu mouth 2 [ hui to whirl 3 & pin product 4 '& chang to sing 5 i% ma yes or no question particle 6 f§ ha breath out 7 '€ ba let us (do something.) 8 g ne what about? 9 Al jiao to call 10 & gao to tell 11 Fz chi to eat 12 IR chui to blow “Speech” Radical ( %35 ) : 1 No. Characters Pinyin Definition 13 iA rén to recognize 14 iR shi
to be aware 15 i§ ke lesson 16 i tao to denounce 17 i lun to discuss 18 i# jiang to talk 19 i} shuo to speak 20 i# tan to talk 21 ik rang to let 22 i shi to try 23 18 ci word 24 % shi poem 25 i€ wl to miss; misunderstand “Walk” Radical ( EZJ& ) : i_ Click here to read more detailed illustrations about this radical. No. Characters Pinyin Definition 26 iX
da to reach 27 # jin to enter 28 i hdi / hudn still / to return 29 ik yudn far 30 ¥ mi to get lost 31 18 po to approach 32 iR tui to move back 33 iR chi to walk slowly 34 ® xun fast 35 iR fan to go back 36 i lidn to link 37 iX zhe this 38 141 bian side 39 iz yun Transport 40 iX song give away 41 3% xudn select 42 ¥ tdo escape 43 & tong through 44 & ydo
remote “Ice” Radical (#=7K) : ; Click here to read more detailed illustrations about this radical. No. Characters Pinyin Definition 45 /K bing ice 46 /4 léng cold 47 £ dong winter 48 J& lidng cool 49 /& dong to freeze 50 /4| lie very cold 51 JE jian to decrease 52 /# zhun level, standard 53 /& jué to decide 54 ;% jing clean 55 )i kuang condition, situation
“Water” Radical (=s27K): 3 Click here to read more detailed illustrations about this radical. No. Characters Pinyin Definition 56 ;X han Han nationality 57 ;¥ han sweat 58 ;B 1&i tears 59 /8 hai sea 60 ;T jiang River 61 ;& hé River 62 j#i ha lake 63 % xi to wash 64 ;Z x1 Creek 65 j% tang soup 66 ;& qing clear 67 j% fa law 68 7> sha sand 69 ;7 chén to sink
70 ;5 qi vapor 71 /& pao bubble 72 j& huo to live 73 ik néng concentrated 74 ;% dan light 75 % jiao Pouring 76 ;R lang wave 77 /& yu bath 78 iR shén deep 79 % gian shallow 80 #f jian gradually 81 i& wén temperature 82 j§f you tour 83 7 man full 84 /& yan to play, to act 85 3 j1 excite 86 % bao / pu rainstorm / waterfall “Water” Radical (UmRJE) : ™
No. Characters Pinyin Definition 87 == dian point 88 # re heat 89 %! lié strong 90 #A ran Of course 91 A jian Fry 92 && xiéng Bear 93 2& sht / shéu familiar/ cooked 94 & yan Swallow 95 & zhu to boil 96 #% 4o boil 97 ££ jiao focal “Wood” Radical ( A¥35 ) : /K No. Characters Pinyin Definition 98 Z& bén basis, origin 99 & wei not yet 100 X mo end 101 &K
shu Technique 102 #1 j1 machine 103 % sha kill 104 #X quan right 105 Z* za miscellaneous 106 % duo (measure word for flower) 107 3k 1ai Come 108 2 1i Lee, plum 109 #f cun village 110 # cai material 111 8 gud fruit 112 # lin forest 113 # sén forest 114 # song loose 115 #% ban board 116 # giang gun 117 #% zhi branch 118 # feng maple 119 #0 li
willow 120 #4 kit Withered 121 #8 gén root 122 #& gé grid 123 #ff gido bridge 124 Bk tdo Peach 125 £ chéi firewood 126 1§ tong barrel 127 # ké (measure word for tree) 128 # 16u floor, building “Hand” Radical (#€3F5% ) : ¥ No. Characters Pinyin Definition 129 #T da hit 130 # réng throw 131 #\ ba pull down, cling to 132 #& tu6 drag 133 #£ tuo Care
134 9 sdo sweep 135 # kou buckle 136 #i kang anti- 137 T kdng Carry 138 £ ba (grammar particle) 139 # bao hold, hug 140 & bao Report 141 % zhao Find 142 #7 ji squeeze 143 #% ji Skill 144 # hu Protect 145 # téu cast 146 [l zhua Grab 147 £ giang rob 148 #i 1a Pull 149 # 1an bar, block, hinder 150 #§ zhi indicate 151 #t huan change 152 #&
jié Pick up 153 # mido Trace 154 2 ti mention 155 #Z ydo shake 156 & ca rub “Grass” Radical (EZF:3k) : + No. Characters Pinyin Definition 157 Z yi art 158 75 jié Section 159 ¥ mang mango 160 & hua flower, to spend 161 B cdo grass 162 ZF ya bud 163 & ku bitter 164 % ping (kind of grass) 165 % yao medicine 166 % ché tea 167 3% dang swing
168 % cai dish 169 & luo drop 170 & bao / bé thin / slight “Person” Radical ( 8 A3% ): {1 No. Characters Pinyin Definition 171 1+ shén What 172 {£ hua Turn into 173 /3 réng still 174 {X jin only 175 {ft chéu hatred 176 fth ta he 177 {{] men plural form 178 X dai generation 179 {l| xian Immortal 180 {4 jian Pieces 181 # jia price 182 {f you excellent 183
f} ni you 184 {8 dan but 185 {% zhu live 186 fiI wei (measure word for person) 187 {f di low 188 # ban Companion 189 f# shi to make, to let 190 1§ xin letter 191 {& bian / pidn so that, cheap 192 {® bdo Guarantee 193 {& xitu repair 194 {f lia two, both 195 {&| dao / dao fall/ pour 196 f& jieé borrow 197 f# zuo do 198 {& jia / jia fake/ vacation 199 {Z ting stop
200 féi tou steal 201 {® pian Partial, have had 202 & xiang image 203 {& séng monk “Double person” Radical (X A% ): ¥ No. Characters Pinyin Definition 204 1T hang / xing Row/ walk, conduct 205 1] che thorough 206 * wang to 207 1B hén very 208 1§ de (grammar particle) 209 & dé German, morals “Female” Radical (Z¥% ) : ¥ No.
Characters Pinyin Definition 210 & ma mom 211 #} nai milk ; grandma 212 # ta she was 213 #f hdo / hao good/ like 214 % rd Such as 215 %3 fu woman 216 ¥k yao Demon 217 38 jié elder sister 218 ¥ mei younger sister 219 %4 shi beginning 220 # xing surname 221 # wd baby 222 8 nidng mother 223 $§ hin marriage 224 # pd grandma 225 2 qu
Marry (man) 226 2 ying infant 227 ¥ jia marry (woman) “Insect” Radical ( %% ) : B No. Characters Pinyin Definition 228 I hong rainbow 229 #¥ yi ant 230 #F xia shrimp 231 #& shé snake 232 #§ dié butterfly 233 & xié crab 234 #% féeng bee “Earth” Radical (315 ) : & No. Characters Pinyin Definition 235 i di / de Ground/ grammar partical 236
1% chéang / chang market, site, spot 237 #R kuai Piece 238 2 jian Firm 239 i huai Bad 240 #it zhi site 241 i chéng city 242 1& ta tower 243 i dul stack 244 % gidng wall 245 i jing territory 246 1 zéng increase “Fire” Radical ( XF3 ) : X No. Characters Pinyin Definition 247 XT deng light 248 /& hul gray 249 X zai disaster 250 | can brilliant 251 ¥=
lan rotten 252 %P 14 furnace 253 % yan inflammation 254 & chuil Cooking 255 ¥ zha Fried 256 {l yan smoke 257 i fan bother 258 #% shao burn 259 ¥ kao grilled 260 f# zha candle 261 & bao burst “Heart” Radical (%33 ) : t No. Characters Pinyin Definition 262 1Z yi Recall 263 I mang busy 264 & kuai fast 265 1€ man slow 266 f hudi Pregnant,
miss 267 t# xing character, nature 268 18 pa afraid 269 1% guai strange 270 % lidn pity 271 1R hén hate 272 1§ giao quiet 273 18 hul regret 274 1% yué Pleased 275 & qing mood 276 1% jing shock 277 1§ x1 Pity 278 & guan used 279 12 can awful 280 1 huang Panic 281 & yu Enjoy 282 iffi 1an lazy 283 & d6ng understand No. Characters Pinyin Definition
284 7 rén endure 285 & wang forget 286 ;& nian Read 287 Z hi suddenly 288 & zhong Loyal 289 /& zén How 290 & zOng total 291 2 si think 292 & ji anxious 293 % nu angry 294 2 xi rest 295 & & evil 296 # kong fear 297 & én favor 298 & lian love 299 /& nin you (polite way) 300 & huan Suffer 301 3 béi sad 302 #8 xidng miss, think 303 & yi
meaning 304 % gan sense 305 [& yuan willing “Bamboo” Radical (173F3k) : No. Characters Pinyin Definition 306 5€ xiao laugh 307 28 di prefix before a number 308 % bén stupid 309 & di flute 310 & déng Wait 311 & da answer 312 & jian simple 313 & suan Count “Sun” Radical ( H¥3 ) : H No. Characters Pinyin Definition 314 |H jiu old 315 B dan
Once 316 B zdo early 317 B¢ shi Time 318 BF ming Bright 319 5 yi easy 320 2 shi Yes 321 & xian display 322 £ xing star 323 & chiin spring 324 RE zu6 Yesterday 325 Mt ying Reflect 326 Afi shai bask 327 B wan late 328 & chén morning 329 = jing view 330 & zhi wisdom 331 & jing crystal 332 B wan late 333 B& an dark 334 B nuan warm “Eye”
Radical ( B¥3% ) : B No. Characters Pinyin Definition 335 § méang blind 336 %& kan / kan look after/ look, see 337 #g xiang / xiang mutually, phase/ appearance 338 & shéng province 339 & méi eyebrow 340 B} pan Hope 341 Bz zha blink 342 iR yan eye 343 B shui sleep 344 B£ xia blind “Meat” Radical ( H¥5 ) : A No. Characters Pinyin Definition
345 & you Have 346 Al j1 muscle 347 it du belly 348 Af péng Friend 349 J§ jian shoulder 350 BE féi fat 351 Bk fi skin 352 B zhong swollen 353 fifi fei lung 354 & sheén kidney 355 & béi / béi carry on the back/ body’s back, unlucky 356 Bf shéng Win 357 B dan Gall 358 B¥ pang fat 359 & wei stomach 360 ¥ nao brain 361 B xiong chest 362 B zang dirty
363 BA lang bright 364 Bg zhi fat 365 Fill jiao foot 366 & lian face 367 Bit tuo Take off 368 ¥ bd neck 369 i chao / zhao towards/ early morning 370 € yao waist 371 §& tui leg 372 fg fu belly 373 & bi arm “Mountain” Radical ( L¥5 ) : Ll No. Characters Pinyin Definition 374 % sui year old 375 & dao island 376 = an shore 377 & yan rock 378 Il xia
gorge 379 g féng peak “Ear” Radical (8E23% ) : B No. Characters Pinyin Definition 380 BA dui team 381 3B na that 382 PH yang Yang 383 [ zhén Array 384 BB yin Overcast 385 Bz yuan hospital 386 Bk chu except 387 [& xian risk 388 #8 dou / dia All/ city 389 & bu unit 390 & péi accompany 391 [ sui Follow 392 [ gé Every “Iron” Radical (Z£FE): %
No. Characters Pinyin Definition 393 %t zhén needle 394 #J diao to fish 395 # zhong bell 396 ¥ gang steel 397 # gidn money 398 ¥k tié iron 399 %4 zuan / zuan Drill/ diamond, auger 400 B yin silver 401 #f tong copper 402 & guo pot 403 i rui sharp 404 $i suod lock 405 5 xiu rust 406 £ cuo wrong 407 ## jian key “Animal” Radical (A3 ): 3 No.
Characters Pinyin Definition 408 JB fan Commit 409 JF kuang mad 410 ¥ gou dog 411 [ hi fox 412 ¥ da alone 413 IR hén ruthless 414 ¥ shi lion 415 38 lang Wolf 416 # hou monkey 417 3% mao Cat “Top” Radical (7VF3k) : JX No. Characters Pinyin Definition 418 35 qiéng poor 419 = kong / kong air, empty, blank/ free time 420 = ti Sudden 421 %
chuan wear 422 % qgié steal 423 & zhai narrow 424 & chuang window “Bow” Radical ( §%% ) : 5 Click here to read more detailed illustrations about this radical. No. Characters Pinyin Definition 425 5 gong bow 426 3| yin to stretch 427 3A héng great, vast 428 35 jiang stiff, strong 429 55 ruo weak 430 3% xian bowstring 431 5% tdo bow case 432 &
nu crossbow 433 5k zhang to expand 434 % di a prefic for ordinal numbers 435 5 di younger brother 436 i di to hand over It’s always a big shock for the learners who know that there are more than 85,568 Chinese characters in the world for the first time. Don’t give up immediately. According to the official research of the China Education
Committee, there are only 3500 commonly used modern Chinese characters, which cover about 99.48% of words and characters that you could read in daily life. And you can read around 97.97% of modern everyday Chinese if you know about 2500 characters out of the 3500 characters. To make your study more convenient, we provide you with the
3500 commonly used Chinese characters listed as follows. Identifying the exact number of Chinese characters in existence is an elusive task, but reliable estimates for both ancient Chinese (&{{;Xi& gudai hanyu) and modern Chinese (¥1{{;X1& xiandai hanyu) exist. Learn Chinese in Beautiful Guilin, China Flexible Scheduling, Affordable Pricing * []
Enroll in our Chinese language school in Guilin, China and learn Chinese through guided conversation and daily practice. Progress with your dedicated team of Chinese teachers online or in person. Learn Chinese with CLI CLI is a center for Chinese language and cultural studies in Guilin, China. The Number of Characters in Chinese, Past and
Present The number of unique Chinese characters used through the ages, though the exact figure is unknown, is safely in excess of 100,000. The largest number ever recorded in a Chinese dictionary—the Taiwan Ministry of Education's 2004 Dictionary of Chinese Character Variants (28§28F¥#, Yitizi zidian)—was 106,230. Only a subset of these
characters are still in regular use today. In 2013, the Chinese government published a list of the 3,500 most essential characters used in modern Chinese. Chinese schoolchildren are expected to learn all 3,500 at a minimum, though many graduate knowing 5,000, 6,000 or more. In order to pass the highest level on China's official Chinese proficiency
exam for non-native speakers, the HSK (;Xi&7K¥E1i#{ hanyl shuiping kaoshi), you will need to know 2,663 individual Chinese characters. If you're learning Chinese, figuring out how many Chinese characters you actually need to know is worth considering. From writing on bone fragments thousands of years ago to typing on smartphones today, the
quantity and logographic form of Chinese characters has evolved—and continues to evolve—over time. The largest number of Chinese characters ever recorded in a Chinese dictionary—the Taiwan Ministry of Education's 2004 Dictionary of Chinese Character Variants (E88F¥#, Yitizi zidian)—was 106,230. Oracle bones and Chinese character origins
The Chinese system of writing has a long and complex history spanning 3,000 years. The oldest surviving examples of Chinese writing appear on oracle bones unearthed in Henan by farmers and archeologists. These inscriptions of Chinese characters were made around 3,200 years ago during the Shang Dynasty. Far fewer characters existed when
these early writers etched messages into ox and turtle bones. The following video offers a 10-minute overview of the evolution of Chinese characters from oracle bone script to modern-day Chinese. The origins of Chinese characters can be traced back to ancient oracle bone script. How the number of Chinese characters evolves over time It is clear
that many of the characters in use today developed from their pictographic ancestors over two thousand years ago. In some cases, characters developed so much over the millennia that their modern form is completely different. Yet is other cases, like below, characters can be quite similar to their ancient forms. The Chinese language contains six
distinct types of Chinese characters. The introduction of simplified characters One of the most recent and major developments to the character system was the introduction of simplified characters around the middle of the 20th century. 2,135 of the commonly used but relatively complex traditional Chinese characters were redesigned into simpler
logograms that could be remembered more easily and written more quickly. This was done in order to increase literacy rates in China. While traditional characters are still used in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and several overseas Chinese communities, simplified characters are now standard in Mainland China even though many people can still read the
traditional characters. There's nothing quite like the luminous and Chinese character-filled streets of Hong Kong. Number of officially-recognized Chinese characters over time See how the number of officially-recognized Chinese characters has developed over the last two millennia: So why does the character count increase throughout the ages to
reach over 100,000 in the 2004 dictionary, then plummet to 12,500 in Modern Chinese Language Dictionary GR{{;XiE1788, xiandai hanyu cidian) published in 2016? Well, a clue can be found in the name of the 2016 dictionary, which calls itself “Modern.” As the name suggests, it is a modern dictionary that covers both Chinese characters and words,
but which only focuses on those that are still in fairly common use today in China. Highly specialized subjects discussed by modern scholars today will sometimes use characters that are not included in Modern Chinese Language Dictionary. For those specialized topics, a larger dictionary is required. The first six dictionaries in the above table all
contain characters only, not characters and words like Modern Chinese Language Dictionary does. However, most of them also include many old characters that are not used anymore and can only be found on ancient scrolls or stone carvings from past dynasties. The larger dictionaries also contain many variants of the same character, but in different
character styles or systems that have been used at various times throughout China’s history. The evolution of characters like EE can be traced back thousands of years. What counts as a Chinese character? With over 100,000 Chinese characters in existence, linguists and dictionary authors offering varying answers to this question. The Chinese
language is very different from Romance languages like French and Spanish, which are phonetic languages with an alphabet made up of a fixed number of letters. Instead, Chinese is comprised of thousands of individual characters, each with at least one, and often many, meanings associated with it. This is the key difference between Chinese
characters and letters in Western languages, which carry no meaning on their own, only a phonetic sound. Some characters, like {ii (ni), can exist as a standalone word. Others, like 1] (men), must be paired with an additional character to create a word. Consider the following: HanziPinyinExplanation $wo0This character means “me” or “I” and is a
word on its own. {[JmenThis character carries the meaning of plural but is not a word that means anything on its own. It does not translate to the English word “plural,” and cannot be used as such. F{lwomenThese two characters together form the word “we” by combining the meanings of the characters ¥ and {/]. Thus “I” or “me” becomes plural,
meaning “we.” #JdeThis character typically indicate possessions, like the "'s" in "John's bike" Ffi]Jfywomen deWe have now combined %, /], and 8 to form the single word "our" {finiyou {REIni deyour, as in "your bike" {R{[Ilnimenyou [plurall; you all {R{J#nimen deyour [plural] Not every Chinese character can function on its own as a stand-alone word.
So if there are no letters in Chinese, is there an alphabet with which to classify or categorize Chinese characters? Not in the conventional sense. Most languages originating in Europe and the Middle East are phonetic and have an alphabet of letters, but as Chinese does not have letters, it also does not have an alphabet. However, Chinese does have
some components which could be considered to serve a similar purpose to that of the alphabet in other languages. Since Chinese has no alphabet, strokes and radicals are used to classify Chinese characters. Classifying characters using strokes Each modern Chinese character is constructed from a number of strokes of the pen or, traditionally, the
brush. Different characters are made up of different numbers of strokes and can be classified by the number of strokes that they contain, but the strokes themselves come from a small pool of clearly defined strokes. There are several different systems for classifying these strokes but most systems recognize approximately 10 basic strokes and another
roughly 25 complex strokes. You could think of strokes as letters and the pool of strokes from which the characters are drawn as the alphabet of strokes. However, unlike letters in the alphabets used in English and the Romance languages, there are no specific sounds tied to each stroke. Classifying characters using radicals Chinese characters can
also be classified by the Chinese radical upon which the character is based. A radical is part of a character’s logogram. The radical is simpler and smaller than the whole character but looks like a small character in itself. Some radicals are standalone characters when written on their own, and others are not. Take the character below as an example.
On the left you can see the character i (yt) which means “fishery” or “fishing.” On the right it is split into its two radicals. The radical on the left means “water” but is not a character on its own. The radical on the right is the noun for “fish” and is a character when drawn on its own. It is also pronounced “yd.” So when you add the radical for water to
the character for fish, you get a character that means fishing or fishery. There are several different systems of radicals, but the most commonly used system is Kangxi radicals, which is employed in many Chinese dictionaries used by native speakers. It contains 214 different radicals and each one is used in the construction of many different
characters. Some characters, like the one in the example above, contain more than one radical. In this case, the main classifying radical for the character often provides a hint about the meaning of the character. The other radicals making up the character sometimes give hints about its pronunciation, as is the case above. Learning the most common
Chinese radicals can provide clues about both pronunciation and meaning. Is Chinese phonetic? The fact that certain radicals indicate a specific pronunciation means that, contrary to popular belief, Chinese is not entirely a pictographic language. Rather, it also has some phonetic elements, although it is certainly not a phonetic language in the same
way as English or the Romance languages are. For example, note the phonetic similarities between the following Chinese characters, each of which contain the radical ¥ yang. HanziPinyinEnglish Fyang1. sheep; goat; ram; ewe 2. (Yang) a surname #fyangl. appearance; shape; look; form 2. sample; model; pattern ;¥yang1l. ocean 2. foreign (esp.
Western) fyangitch; tickle Fiyangoxygen (chemistry) {fyangpretend; feign; sham ##yang(dialect) certain insects (esp. rice weevils) ffyangto walk back and forth #fyangmelt; go soft Note that the radical ¥ yang appears in each of the above characters, and really has no bearing on the character’s meaning. It does, though, clearly indicate the
character’s phonetic pronunciation. Since Chinese characters are made up of individual radicals, whether they are “meaning radicals” or “sound radicals,” these radicals can also be seen as a kind of alphabet which is used to construct the written and spoken language. For more information on how characters are constructed and classified, take a
look at the anatomy of Chinese characters. You Can Learn Chinese You should now have a better understanding of how many Chinese characters exist—over 100,000! We also hope you gained insight into how the Chinese writing system originated and how it has developed over time to meet the changing needs of the Chinese people. For those
interested in learning the language, hopefully you are encouraged to find out that you only need to know about 3,000 characters to be fluent—and much less than that to be able to read most of what you come across on a daily basis. Although learning Chinese might seem daunting at first, it's nowhere near as hard as it seems. Follow the links in the
article above if you want to learn more about characters or start learning them yourself. We welcome you to learn Chinese with us in China. Vocabulary: How Many Characters are There in Chinese? HanzipinyinEnglish i&&yuyanlanguage ;XiEHanyuChinese language (describes the spoken form only) 3 ZhongwénChinese language (describes the
written and spoken form) FziCharacter (in terms of writing) ;X hanziChinese characters & 3XjiaguwénOracle bone script jAEHénanHenan (a province in China) & fXShangdaiShang Dynasty (1600 - 1046 BC) if#cidiandictionary (contains both word and character definitions) F#zidianCharacter dictionary #${&pinyinpinyin system ¥JFdazityping F&
Fzimubidoalphabet Ehuastroke (in a Chinese character) {®%=pianpangradical (in a Chinese character) ;Xi&7K¥®ix{Hanyu Shuiping KaoshiHSK Chinese proficency test Fifshéngdiaotone (in linguistics) ;f&#slitchangfluent The CLI team is comprised of China experts with advanced degrees in China studies, teaching Chinese as a foreign language,
education, and other related disciplines. Founded in 2009, CLI is a center for Chinese language and cultural studies based in scenic Guilin, China.



