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Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	peoples	have	strong	family	values.	The	family	system	has	an	extended	family	structure,	as	opposed	to	the	nuclear	or	immediate	family	structure	which	is	common	in	western	society.	This	means	the	child	rearing	responsibilities	extend	beyond	the	immediate	family	group	and	may	include	aunts,	uncles,	cousins	and
grandparents.	We	(as	practitioners)	must	understand	the	extended	family	concept	when	working	with	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	communities.	Family	members	also	have	other	core	functions	within	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	societies.	As	with	non-Indigenous	cultures,	families	teach	children	about	social	norms	for	interaction	with
others,	along	with	specific	cultural	values	and	rules.	Over	time,	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	children	find	out	about	their	family	connections	and	where	they	belong	in	relation	to	others,	including	who	they	are	related	to,	who	they	can	and	cannot	marry,	and	socially	acceptable	ways	of	interacting	with	others.	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait
Islander	cultures	thrive	through	knowledge	of	family	and	kin,	connection	to	country	and	community.	The	family	and	those	with	cultural	authority	for	the	child	are	the	ones	who	are	responsible	for	deciding	who	is	considered	kin	to	a	child.	We	need	to	respect	this.	Aboriginal	kinship	relations	reflect	a	complex	and	dynamic	system	and	define	where	a
person	fits	into	their	family	and	community.	The	value	of	the	kinship	system	is	that	it	structures	peoples	relationships,	obligations	and	behaviours	towards	each	other.	It	will	influence	who	will	look	after	children	if	a	parent	dies,	who	can	marry	whom,	who	is	responsible	for	another	persons	debts	or	misdeeds,	and	who	will	care	for	the	sick	and	old.	For
example,	a	man	or	woman	may	have	an	obligation	to	care	for	the	children	of	their	siblings.	The	children	may	refer	to	their	uncle	and	aunty	as	their	father	or	mother	and	their	cousins	as	brothers	or	sisters.	They	know	who	their	real	mother	and	father	are,	but	under	these	societal	(kinship)	laws,	other	family	members	have	equal	importance.	The
common	terms	of	endearment	among	Aboriginal	peoples	are	brother	or	sister	when	talking	to	people.	These	are	derived	from	the	kinship	terms	and	associations.	Watch	this	video	from	Reconciliation	Australia	on	Family	and	kinship.	Published	on:	19	November	2019	Last	reviewed:	19	November	2019	We	are	keen	to	hear	about	your	experience	with
the	Child	Safety	Practice	Manual.	Give	us	feedback	Generated	by:	Public	Generated	at:	30/05/2025	10:11	PM	Published	on:	18/11/2019	2:36	PM	The	kinship	system	is	a	central	feature	of	Aboriginal	socialisation	and	family	relationships.	There	are	three	foundations	from	which	kinship	is	developed	in	Aboriginal	communities.	They	are:Moiety	Moiety,
meaning	half	in	Latin,	is	a	system	whereby	everything	is	considered	a	half	of	a	whole,	and	therefore	is	a	mirror	of	the	other.	It	comes	from	the	belief	that	if	one	is	to	understand	the	whole	universe,	two	halves	must	come	together.	This	principle	applies	to	people	and	nature	alike.	As	such,	Aboriginal	communities	usually	have	unilineal	descent,	either
patri-	or	matrilineal,	so	that	any	individual	belongs	to	one	of	the	two	moiety	groups	by	birth,	and	all	marriages	take	place	between	members	of	opposite	moieties.Totems	In	Aboriginal	communities	an	individual	will	hold	at	least	four	Totems	representing	their	nation,	clan,	family	group	and	personal	totem.	These	Totems	link	an	individuals	to	the
universe	via	links	to	land,	air,	water	and	geographical	features.	Nation	and	clan	totems	are	determined	are	preordained,	whilst	personal	Totems	are	links	to	individual	strengths	and	weaknesses.	People	are	responsible	for	their	totems	to	ensure	they	protected	and	passed	onto	the	next	generation.	Totems	are	split	between	Moieties	to	create	a	balance
of	use	and	protection.Skin	Names	A	skin	name	is	similar	to	a	surname	as	it	indicates	a	persons	blood	line.	It	demonstrates	how	generations	are	linked	and	how	they	should	relate.	Unlike	the	non-indigenous	surname	system,	husbands	and	wives	in	Aboriginal	communities	dont	share	the	same	Skin	Name,	and	children	dont	share	their	parents	name.
Rather,	it	is	a	sequential	system.	Skin	Names	are	given	based	on	the	preceding	name	(the	mothers	name	in	a	matrilineal	system	or	the	fathers	name	in	a	patrilineal	system)	and	its	level	in	the	naming	cycle.	Links	to	the	FoundationThe	Watarrka	Foundation	is	passionate	about	helping	Aboriginal	communities	stay	connected	with	their	social	and
cultural	histories.	As	stated	by	our	Director	&	Chairman	Paul	Jensen:"The	power	of	kinship	reinforces	our	commitment	to	helping	build	a	thriving	Aboriginal	community	that	will	support	one	another	and	keep	alive	the	traditions	of	Aboriginal	culture."	To	support	the	Foundation	and	our	projects	within	the	Northern	Territory,	make	a	donation	at
www.givenow.com.au/watarrkafoundation	Readers,	have	you	ever	wondered	about	the	intricate	web	of	relationships	that	define	Aboriginal	societies?	These	arent	just	casual	connections;	they	are	the	very	foundation	of	Aboriginal	culture,	shaping	social	structures,	land	management,	and	even	spiritual	beliefs.	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	are	remarkably
complex	and	deeply	significant,	extending	far	beyond	the	simple	family	structures	were	used	to.	Understanding	these	systems	is	crucial	to	appreciating	the	richness	and	resilience	of	Aboriginal	cultures.	Ive	spent	years	researching	and	analyzing	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	across	different	groups,	and	Im	excited	to	share	my	insights	with	you.The
Complexity	of	Aboriginal	KinshipAboriginal	kinship	systems	are	not	uniform	across	Australia.	Each	group,	often	tied	to	a	specific	geographical	area,	has	its	own	unique	system.	These	systems	can	be	incredibly	intricate,	encompassing	multiple	levels	of	relationship.They	are	not	simply	based	on	blood	ties.	They	also	incorporate	spiritual	connections	and
responsibilities	to	the	land.Understanding	this	diversity	is	key	to	avoiding	generalizations	and	respecting	the	unique	characteristics	of	each	Aboriginal	nation.Classificatory	KinshipUnlike	the	biological	kinship	systems	common	in	Western	societies,	many	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	are	classificatory.	This	means	that	individuals	may	address	and	relate
to	multiple	people	using	the	same	kinship	term.For	example,	a	single	term	might	encompass	all	maternal	aunts,	or	all	paternal	uncles.	This	isnt	a	lack	of	precision;	it	reflects	a	different	understanding	of	relatedness.This	system	emphasizes	the	collective	over	the	individual,	highlighting	the	importance	of	group	identity	and	social	harmony.Totemism
and	KinshipMany	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	are	deeply	intertwined	with	totemism.	Totems	are	natural	objects	or	animals	that	are	symbolically	linked	to	certain	kinship	groups.These	totemic	relationships	often	dictate	responsibilities	and	customs	within	the	group.For	instance,	a	group	with	a	kangaroo	totem	may	have	specific	rights	and
responsibilities	concerning	kangaroo	hunting	and	conservation.Marriage	and	KinshipMarriage	rules	within	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	are	often	complex	and	strictly	governed	by	kinship	ties.	These	rules	are	crucial	in	maintaining	social	order	and	avoiding	conflict.They	often	dictate	who	is	considered	a	suitable	partner	and	who	is	forbidden.These
rules,	while	seemingly	restrictive,	often	serve	to	create	strong	alliances	between	different	groups.The	Role	of	Kinship	in	Social	StructureAboriginal	kinship	systems	are	not	just	about	family	connections;	they	are	fundamental	to	the	social	organization	of	Aboriginal	communities.They	shape	social	hierarchy,	determining	roles,	responsibilities,	and	power
dynamics	within	the	group.Understanding	this	intricate	web	of	relationships	is	essential	for	understanding	Aboriginal	social	structures.Social	Hierarchy	and	AuthorityIn	many	Aboriginal	societies,	kinship	determines	social	standing	and	authority.	Certain	kinship	roles	may	carry	more	weight.Elders,	often	the	most	senior	members	of	a	kinship	group,
wield	significant	influence	and	authority.Their	knowledge,	experience,	and	connection	to	the	land	are	highly	respected.Land	Ownership	and	ManagementKinship	is	central	to	land	ownership	and	management	in	Aboriginal	communities.	Land	isnt	seen	as	a	commodity	but	as	an	integral	part	of	the	kinship	system.Specific	kinship	groups	have
responsibilities	to	protect	and	manage	particular	areas.This	system	has	ensured	the	sustainable	use	of	resources	for	generations.Conflict	ResolutionAboriginal	kinship	systems	play	a	vital	role	in	resolving	conflicts	within	the	community.	The	intricate	web	of	relationships	provides	a	framework	for	negotiation	and	mediation.Elders	and	other	key	kinship
figures	often	mediate	disputes.This	approach	emphasizes	reconciliation	and	the	maintenance	of	social	harmony.Kinship	and	SpiritualityAboriginal	kinship	is	deeply	connected	to	spirituality.	The	relationship	between	people	and	the	land	is	mediated	through	kinship	ties.Spirituality	is	not	separate	from	daily	life;	it	is	woven	into	the	fabric	of	kinship
connections.Rituals	and	ceremonies	often	reinforce	these	connections,	strengthening	kinship	bonds.Dreamtime	and	AncestorsMany	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	are	linked	to	Dreamtime	stories,	narratives	that	explain	the	origins	of	the	world	and	the	relationships	between	people	and	the	land.Kinship	is	not	just	about	living	individuals	but	also	about
ancestors	and	spirits.Respect	for	ancestors	and	adherence	to	traditional	laws	are	vital	aspects	of	Aboriginal	spirituality.Ceremonies	and	RitualsAboriginal	ceremonies	and	rituals	frequently	reinforce	kinship	connections.	These	events	often	involve	elaborate	performances	and	symbolic	actions.They	are	not	merely	entertainment;	they	are	integral	to
maintaining	social	cohesion	and	transmitting	cultural	knowledge.Initiation	ceremonies,	for	instance,	play	a	crucial	role	in	inducting	young	people	into	their	kinship	roles	and	responsibilities.Sacred	Sites	and	KinshipMany	sacred	sites	are	linked	to	specific	kinship	groups.	These	sites	are	not	just	geological	formations;	they	are	repositories	of	ancestral
knowledge	and	spiritual	power.Access	to	and	use	of	these	sites	are	often	regulated	by	traditional	kinship	laws.Respect	for	sacred	sites	is	a	fundamental	aspect	of	Aboriginal	spirituality	and	identity.Variations	in	Aboriginal	Kinship	SystemsIts	crucial	to	remember	that	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	arent	monolithic.	They	exhibit	considerable	diversity
across	different	groups	and	regions.Each	system	reflects	the	unique	history,	environment,	and	cultural	practices	of	a	particular	Aboriginal	nation.Ignoring	this	diversity	leads	to	inaccurate	and	potentially	harmful	generalizations.Regional	DifferencesGeographical	location	significantly	influences	the	structure	and	practices	of	Aboriginal	kinship
systems.	Coastal	communities,	for	example,	may	have	kinship	systems	that	differ	markedly	from	those	of	inland	groups.Environmental	factors	shape	social	structures	and	cultural	practices,	influencing	the	way	kinship	is	expressed.These	differences	highlight	the	importance	of	localized	knowledge	and	nuanced	understanding.Linguistic
InfluenceLanguage	plays	a	significant	role	in	shaping	Aboriginal	kinship	systems.	Kinship	terminology	often	reflects	the	grammatical	structures	and	conceptual	frameworks	of	the	language.Different	languages	often	employ	different	terms	and	classifications,	leading	to	variations	in	kinship	systems.Understanding	the	linguistic	nuances	is	essential	for
interpreting	the	complexities	of	Aboriginal	kinship.Contact	and	ChangeEuropean	colonization	profoundly	impacted	Aboriginal	kinship	systems.	The	disruption	of	traditional	ways	of	life	caused	immense	social	upheaval.Many	Aboriginal	communities	faced	forced	assimilation	policies,	which	aimed	to	erase	their	cultural	identities,	including	kinship
structures.Despite	these	challenges,	many	Aboriginal	communities	have	preserved	aspects	of	their	kinship	systems.The	Continuing	Relevance	of	Aboriginal	KinshipDespite	the	pressures	of	modernization	and	colonization,	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	remain	vital	for	many	communities.	They	continue	to	shape	social	interactions	and	cultural
practices.These	systems	provide	a	sense	of	identity,	belonging,	and	connection	to	the	past.They	are	not	merely	historical	artifacts;	they	are	living	traditions	that	continue	to	evolve	and	adapt.Kinship	and	IdentityAboriginal	kinship	systems	are	central	to	individual	and	collective	identities.	They	provide	a	sense	of	belonging	and	connection	to	a	wider
community.Kinship	ties	define	who	people	are,	where	they	come	from,	and	their	place	within	the	broader	Aboriginal	community.This	strong	sense	of	identity	is	crucial	for	resilience	and	cultural	preservation.Kinship	and	Land	RightsAboriginal	kinship	systems	are	increasingly	recognized	in	legal	contexts,	particularly	concerning	land	rights.	The
connection	between	kinship	groups	and	specific	territories	is	being	acknowledged.Traditional	knowledge	about	land	management	is	valued	and	incorporated	into	conservation	strategies.This	recognition	reaffirms	the	importance	of	kinship	in	determining	responsibility	for	and	connection	to	the	land.Kinship	and	ReconciliationA	deeper	understanding	of
Aboriginal	kinship	systems	is	essential	for	reconciliation	between	Aboriginal	and	non-Aboriginal	Australians.	Recognizing	the	significance	of	kinship	can	foster	respect	and	understanding.Building	bridges	requires	appreciating	the	importance	of	kinship	in	shaping	Aboriginal	perspectives.This	process	necessitates	collaboration	and	respect	for
Indigenous	knowledge	and	practices.Understanding	Aboriginal	Kinship:	A	Table	of	Key	ConceptsConceptDescriptionSignificanceClassificatory	KinshipUsing	a	single	term	for	multiple	relatives.Emphasizes	collectivity	over	individuality.TotemismSymbolic	link	between	kinship	groups	and	natural	objects/animals.Dictates	responsibilities	and
customs.Marriage	RulesStrict	rules	governing	who	is	a	suitable	partner.Maintains	social	order	and	creates	alliances.EldersSenior	members	with	significant	influence	and	authority.Provide	guidance	and	maintain	cultural	continuity.Land	OwnershipKinship-based	system	of	land	tenure.Ensures	sustainable	resource	management.DreamtimeCreation
stories	explaining	origins	and	relationships.Connects	the	living	with	ancestors	and	spirits.Sacred	SitesLocations	with	spiritual	significance	linked	to	kinship	groups.Centers	of	cultural	and	spiritual	practice.Frequently	Asked	Questions	about	Aboriginal	Kinship	SystemsWhat	is	the	difference	between	Aboriginal	and	Western	kinship	systems?Aboriginal
kinship	systems	are	often	classificatory,	grouping	multiple	relatives	under	a	single	term,	unlike	the	more	individualized	Western	approach.	They	are	deeply	intertwined	with	spirituality,	land	ownership,	and	social	structure.	Western	systems,	in	contrast,	are	typically	based	primarily	on	biological	relations.How	do	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	impact
daily	life?Aboriginal	kinship	systems	profoundly	impact	daily	life,	shaping	social	interactions,	resource	management,	decision-making	processes,	and	even	spiritual	practices.	They	dictate	social	hierarchies,	land	use,	and	conflict	resolution	mechanisms.Why	is	it	important	to	understand	Aboriginal	kinship	systems?Understanding	Aboriginal	kinship
systems	is	crucial	for	fostering	cross-cultural	understanding,	respecting	Indigenous	rights,	and	achieving	reconciliation.	Recognizing	their	complexity	challenges	Western	assumptions	and	promotes	a	more	holistic	view	of	social	organization	and	cultural	values.	Its	key	to	appreciating	the	richness	of	Aboriginal	culture.ConclusionIn	conclusion,
understanding	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	is	paramount	to	appreciating	the	depth	and	complexity	of	Aboriginal	cultures.	These	systems	are	not	mere	family	structures;	they	are	fundamental	to	social	organization,	land	management,	and	spiritual	practice.	By	delving	into	this	topic,	we	gain	a	richer	understanding	of	Aboriginal	societies	and	the	enduring
strength	of	their	traditions.	Therefore,	understanding	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	and	their	integral	role	in	society	is	a	journey	of	discovery,	yielding	valuable	insights	into	a	profound	and	enriching	aspect	of	Australian	Indigenous	culture.	For	further	exploration	of	Indigenous	cultures	and	knowledge	systems,	please	check	out	our	other	articles	on	this
site.	Understanding	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	requires	a	deep	dive	into	the	intricate	web	of	relationships	that	govern	social	structures	across	diverse	Indigenous	Australian	communities.	These	systems,	far	from	being	merely	genealogical	charts,	are	vibrant,	living	entities	that	shape	every	facet	of	Aboriginal	life,	from	land	ownership	and	resource
management	to	marriage	practices	and	conflict	resolution.	Furthermore,	they	are	not	static;	they	are	dynamic	systems	that	adapt	and	evolve	within	their	specific	socio-cultural	contexts.	Consequently,	there	is	no	single,	overarching	Aboriginal	kinship	system,	but	rather	a	rich	tapestry	of	varied	systems,	each	unique	and	reflecting	the	specific	history
and	environment	of	the	community.	In	essence,	these	systems	define	individual	roles	and	responsibilities	within	the	community,	establishing	a	framework	for	cooperation,	mutual	support,	and	the	preservation	of	cultural	knowledge.	This	intricate	network	extends	beyond	immediate	family,	encompassing	a	wide	range	of	kin	with	specific	obligations	and
rights,	creating	a	strong	sense	of	collective	identity	and	belonging.	Moreover,	understanding	these	systems	illuminates	the	deep	connection	between	people	and	Country,	as	kinship	ties	often	extend	to	the	land	itself,	emphasizing	the	interconnectedness	of	all	living	things.	Therefore,	approaching	the	study	of	Aboriginal	kinship	with	respect	and
sensitivity	is	paramount,	acknowledging	the	complexity	and	cultural	significance	embedded	within	these	systems.The	role	of	kinship	in	Aboriginal	society	is	multifaceted	and	profoundly	influential.	For	instance,	kinship	dictates	the	appropriate	ways	to	interact	with	others,	defining	acceptable	behavior	and	social	boundaries.	In	addition,	it	plays	a
critical	role	in	maintaining	social	order,	resolving	disputes	through	established	protocols,	and	ensuring	the	equitable	distribution	of	resources.	Similarly,	kinship	structures	are	integral	to	the	transmission	of	knowledge,	skills,	and	traditions	across	generations,	preserving	cultural	practices	and	ensuring	their	continuity.	Moreover,	they	frequently
influence	political	and	economic	decision-making	processes,	with	leadership	and	authority	often	determined	by	kinship	ties.	Specifically,	kinship	systems	often	determine	who	holds	specific	roles	within	the	community,	based	on	their	lineage	and	position	within	the	kinship	network.	Consequently,	understanding	these	systems	is	crucial	to
understanding	the	governance	structures	and	decision-making	processes	within	Aboriginal	communities.	This	understanding	also	helps	to	address	misunderstandings	and	inappropriate	interactions	between	Indigenous	and	non-Indigenous	people.	Finally,	appreciating	the	complex	social	structures	underpinned	by	kinship	helps	to	facilitate	respectful
and	meaningful	interactions,	fostering	intercultural	understanding	and	collaboration.In	conclusion,	while	this	overview	offers	a	foundational	understanding	of	Aboriginal	kinship	systems,	it	is	crucial	to	remember	the	vast	diversity	of	practices	and	beliefs	across	different	Indigenous	groups.	Each	community	possesses	its	unique	kinship	system,
reflecting	a	long	history	of	adaptation	and	cultural	evolution.	Thus,	generalizations	should	be	avoided,	and	instead,	a	nuanced	approach	that	acknowledges	and	respects	this	diversity	is	essential.	Furthermore,	continued	research	and	engagement	with	Aboriginal	communities	are	vital	for	deepening	our	understanding	of	these	intricate	systems	and
their	ongoing	relevance.	This	necessitates	a	commitment	to	respectful	collaboration	and	a	genuine	desire	to	learn	from	Aboriginal	Elders	and	knowledge	holders.	Ultimately,	appreciating	the	depth	and	significance	of	Aboriginal	kinship	systems	is	not	just	an	academic	exercise;	it	is	crucial	for	fostering	genuine	reconciliation,	promoting	intercultural
understanding,	and	supporting	the	self-determination	of	Indigenous	communities.	By	acknowledging	the	central	role	kinship	plays	in	their	lives	and	societies,	we	can	move	towards	a	more	equitable	and	just	future	for	all	Australians.	Therefore,	further	exploration	beyond	this	introduction	is	highly	encouraged.Unravel	the	intricate	web	of	Aboriginal
kinship!	Discover	how	these	powerful	systems	shape	family,	land,	and	society.	Explore	ancient	traditions	and	their	enduring	relevance.	This	site	is	for	board	and	committee	members,	managers,	coordinators,	team	leaders	and	workers	in	human	service	organisations.	People	in	human	services	organisations	will	provide	more	appropriate	services	to
Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	people	if	they	understand	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	people's	history,	cultural	and	social	reality.	Here	is	an	A4	flyer	you	can	use	to	inform	staff	about	the	site	and	the	self-study	module.	In	this	web	site	there	are	quotes	from	many	historical	sources.	The	terms	used	vary.	When	quoting	from	sources	the
terms	used	are	those	in	the	source	text	(even	though	they	may	be	inappropriate	if	used	today).	Whats	the	appropriate	term?	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	peoples,	Aborigine,	Indigenous,	Black,	Blackfella,	First	Australians,	First	Nations	People	Terms	have	different	meanings	to	different	people	and	are	wrapped	in	the	history	and	politics	of	the
time.	It's	important	to	be	respectful	of	the	preferences	of	individuals,	families,	or	communities	and	allow	them	to	define	what	they	are	most	comfortable	with.	Aboriginal	kinship	and	family	structures	bind	Aboriginal	people	together	Aboriginal	kinship	and	family	structures	are	still	cohesive	forces	which	bind	Aboriginal	people	together	in	all	parts	of
Australia.	They	provide	psychological	and	emotional	support	to	Aboriginal	people	even	though	they	create	concern	among	non-	Aboriginal	people	who	would	prefer	Aborigines	to	follow	European	social	preferences	for	nuclear	families	with	few	kinship	responsibilities.	Aboriginal	family	obligations,	often	seen	as	nepotism	by	other	Australians,	may	be
reflecting	cultural	values,	involving	kinship	responsibilities.	p100	Nearly	all	Aboriginal	families	know	of	relatives	who	were	removed	as	children	and	put	into	European	custody.	Nearly	all	Aboriginal	families	know	of	relatives	who	were	removed	as	children	and	put	into	European	custody.	Aboriginal	people	refer	to	them	as	"taken"	or	"stolen".	The
effects	of	such	policies	and	practices	are	still	reverberating	in	the	Aboriginal	community.	Aboriginal	adults	who	were	taken	away	from	their	families	as	children	experience	difficulties	adjusting	without	having	an	Aboriginal	family	supported	childhood.	Though	wanting	to	join	their	own	people,	some	have	a	crisis	of	identity.	They	have	been	raised	to
think	"white"	and	"be	like	white	people".	To	gain	acceptance	in	Aboriginal	society	they	have	to	learn	new	values	and	new	rules	and	in	many	cases	overcome	negative	views	of	their	Aboriginal	heritage.	p101	Kinship	In	Western	societies	the	structures	of	social	interaction	and	roles	and	obligations	change	as	individuals	move	out	from	the	immediate
family	circle	to	the	wider	society.	In	contrast	to	this,	in	Aboriginal	societies	the	family	structures	and	the	sets	of	rights	and	obligations	underlying	them	are	extended	to	the	whole	society.	As	an	individual	moves	out	from	the	immediate	family	to	the	local	group	and	to	the	total	linguistic	group,	he	or	she	is	able	to	identify	all	other	members	of	the	groups
by	the	same	relationship	terms	which	apply	in	the	family.	Terms	usually	applied	to	lineal	relatives	are	used	to	refer	also	to	collateral	relatives.	This	is	made	possibly	by	the	application	in	Aboriginal	societies	of	what	is	called	the	Classificatory	System	of	Kinship.	A	basic	principle	of	this	system	in	traditional	societies	is	the	equivalence	of	same-sex
siblings.	According	to	this	principle,	people	who	are	of	the	same	sex	and	belong	to	the	same	sibling	line	are	viewed	as	essentially	the	same.	Thus	two	brothers	are	considered	to	be	equivalent.	If	one	has	a	child,	that	child	views	not	only	his	biological	father	as	father	but	applies	the	same	term	to	the	father's	brother.	The	same	principle	applies	to	two
sisters	with	both	being	mothers	to	any	child	either	one	bears.	As	a	father's	brother	is	also	identified	as	father,	the	latter's	children	will	be	brothers	and	sisters,	rather	than	cousins.	This	system	is	known	as	the	classificatory	system	of	kinship	because	all	members	of	the	larger	group	are	classified	under	the	relationship	terms.	There	is	no	need	to	expand
the	range	of	classifications	or	relationship	terms.	Several	people	are	identified	by	an	individual	within	each	classification.	Thus	a	person	has	several	fathers,	several	mothers,	and	many	brothers	and	sisters.	A	mother's	brother,	being	on	the	same	sibling	line	but	of	the	other	sex,	is	identified	as	an	uncle.	A	father's	sister	is	an	aunt	(See	Edwards,
1988:48-49,	for	diagrams	illustrating	kinship	terms).	When	speaking	to,	or	about,	another	person	in	Aboriginal	societies,	the	person's	personal	name	is	rarely	used.	A	person	is	addressed	by	the	appropriate	relationship	term,	e.g.	father,	aunt,	or	older	brother.	Another	person	is	referred	to	as	so-and-so's	son	or	mother.	The	personal	names	are	seen	as
essentially	part	of	the	person	and	are	used	with	discretion.	p104-105	When	Aborigines	refer	to	their	family	they	invariably	mean	their	extended	family	When	Aborigines	refer	to	their	family	they	invariably	mean	their	extended	family	which	might	include	parents,	several	children,	numerous	aunts,	uncles	and	cousins,	and	grandparents.	These	family
members	can	be	both	genetic	and	classificatory.	It	is	the	kinship	ties	which	determine	a	person's	rights,	responsibilities	and	behaviour.	Aboriginal	kinship	ties,	values,	beliefs,	identity	and	language	are	maintained	by	the	family.	The	continuance	of	Aboriginal	society	is	dependent	on	keeping	Aboriginal	families	strong	and	healthy	both	physically	and
culturally.	p119	Source:	Extracts	taken	from:	Family	and	Kinship	by	Colin	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards	Further	Reading	Family	and	Kinship	by	Colin	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards	in	Aboriginal	Australia,	An	Introductory	Reader	in	Aboriginal	Studies,	Second	Edition	(Edited	by	Colin	Bourke,	Eleanor	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards).	University	of	Queensland	Press.
1998,	2004.	Family	and	Kinship	by	Colin	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards	in	Aboriginal	Australia,	An	Introductory	Reader	in	Aboriginal	Studies,	Second	Edition	(Edited	by	Colin	Bourke,	Eleanor	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards).	University	of	Queensland	Press.	1998,	2004.	Aboriginal	kinship	and	family	structures	bind	Aboriginal	people	together	Aboriginal	kinship
and	family	structures	are	still	cohesive	forces	which	bind	Aboriginal	people	together	in	all	parts	of	Australia.	They	provide	psychological	and	emotional	support	to	Aboriginal	people	even	though	they	create	concern	among	non-	Aboriginal	people	who	would	prefer	Aborigines	to	follow	European	social	preferences	for	nuclear	families	with	few	kinship
responsibilities.	Aboriginal	family	obligations,	often	seen	as	nepotism	by	other	Australians,	may	be	reflecting	cultural	values,	involving	kinship	responsibilities.	p100	Nearly	all	Aboriginal	families	know	of	relatives	who	were	removed	as	children	and	put	into	European	custody.	Nearly	all	Aboriginal	families	know	of	relatives	who	were	removed	as
children	and	put	into	European	custody.	Aboriginal	people	refer	to	them	as	"taken"	or	"stolen".	The	effects	of	such	policies	and	practices	are	still	reverberating	in	the	Aboriginal	community.	Aboriginal	adults	who	were	taken	away	from	their	families	as	children	experience	difficulties	adjusting	without	having	an	Aboriginal	family	supported	childhood.
Though	wanting	to	join	their	own	people,	some	have	a	crisis	of	identity.	They	have	been	raised	to	think	"white"	and	"be	like	white	people".	To	gain	acceptance	in	Aboriginal	society	they	have	to	learn	new	values	and	new	rules	and	in	many	cases	overcome	negative	views	of	their	Aboriginal	heritage.	p101	Kinship	In	Western	societies	the	structures	of
social	interaction	and	roles	and	obligations	change	as	individuals	move	out	from	the	immediate	family	circle	to	the	wider	society.	In	contrast	to	this,	in	Aboriginal	societies	the	family	structures	and	the	sets	of	rights	and	obligations	underlying	them	are	extended	to	the	whole	society.	As	an	individual	moves	out	from	the	immediate	family	to	the	local
group	and	to	the	total	linguistic	group,	he	or	she	is	able	to	identify	all	other	members	of	the	groups	by	the	same	relationship	terms	which	apply	in	the	family.	Terms	usually	applied	to	lineal	relatives	are	used	to	refer	also	to	collateral	relatives.	This	is	made	possibly	by	the	application	in	Aboriginal	societies	of	what	is	called	the	Classificatory	System	of
Kinship.	A	basic	principle	of	this	system	in	traditional	societies	is	the	equivalence	of	same-sex	siblings.	According	to	this	principle,	people	who	are	of	the	same	sex	and	belong	to	the	same	sibling	line	are	viewed	as	essentially	the	same.	Thus	two	brothers	are	considered	to	be	equivalent.	If	one	has	a	child,	that	child	views	not	only	his	biological	father	as
father	but	applies	the	same	term	to	the	father's	brother.	The	same	principle	applies	to	two	sisters	with	both	being	mothers	to	any	child	either	one	bears.	As	a	father's	brother	is	also	identified	as	father,	the	latter's	children	will	be	brothers	and	sisters,	rather	than	cousins.	This	system	is	known	as	the	classificatory	system	of	kinship	because	all	members
of	the	larger	group	are	classified	under	the	relationship	terms.	There	is	no	need	to	expand	the	range	of	classifications	or	relationship	terms.	Several	people	are	identified	by	an	individual	within	each	classification.	Thus	a	person	has	several	fathers,	several	mothers,	and	many	brothers	and	sisters.	A	mother's	brother,	being	on	the	same	sibling	line	but
of	the	other	sex,	is	identified	as	an	uncle.	A	father's	sister	is	an	aunt	(See	Edwards,	1988:48-49,	for	diagrams	illustrating	kinship	terms).	When	speaking	to,	or	about,	another	person	in	Aboriginal	societies,	the	person's	personal	name	is	rarely	used.	A	person	is	addressed	by	the	appropriate	relationship	term,	e.g.	father,	aunt,	or	older	brother.	Another
person	is	referred	to	as	so-and-so's	son	or	mother.	The	personal	names	are	seen	as	essentially	part	of	the	person	and	are	used	with	discretion.	p104-105	When	Aborigines	refer	to	their	family	they	invariably	mean	their	extended	family	When	Aborigines	refer	to	their	family	they	invariably	mean	their	extended	family	which	might	include	parents,
several	children,	numerous	aunts,	uncles	and	cousins,	and	grandparents.	These	family	members	can	be	both	genetic	and	classificatory.	It	is	the	kinship	ties	which	determine	a	person's	rights,	responsibilities	and	behaviour.	Aboriginal	kinship	ties,	values,	beliefs,	identity	and	language	are	maintained	by	the	family.	The	continuance	of	Aboriginal	society
is	dependent	on	keeping	Aboriginal	families	strong	and	healthy	both	physically	and	culturally.	p119	Source:	Extracts	taken	from:	Family	and	Kinship	by	Colin	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards	Further	Reading	Family	and	Kinship	by	Colin	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards	in	Aboriginal	Australia,	An	Introductory	Reader	in	Aboriginal	Studies,	Second	Edition	(Edited	by
Colin	Bourke,	Eleanor	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards).	University	of	Queensland	Press.	1998,	2004.	Family	and	Kinship	by	Colin	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards	in	Aboriginal	Australia,	An	Introductory	Reader	in	Aboriginal	Studies,	Second	Edition	(Edited	by	Colin	Bourke,	Eleanor	Bourke	and	Bill	Edwards).	University	of	Queensland	Press.	1998,	2004.	Aboriginal
culture	is	rich	and	complex,	with	a	deep	connection	to	the	land	and	a	strong	sense	of	family	and	community.	Aboriginal	society	is	based	on	family,	and	kinship	ties	show	how	people	relate	to	each	other.	KakaduPlum	is	a	social	enterprise	that	exists	to	spread	awareness	of	traditional	Australian	bush	foods	and	ingredients.	Family	and	Kinship	in	Shaping
Aboriginal	Communities	and	Societies	Kinship	ties	determine	how	people	relate	to	each	other	and	their	roles	in	the	community.	They	also	decide	who	can	marry	whom,	how	property	is	passed	down,	and	how	disagreements	are	settled.	These	rules	help	keep	the	community	together	and	keep	things	in	order.Families	teach	youngsters	about	the	values
and	traditions	of	their	culture.	This	occurs	through	commonplace	activities	such	as	storytelling,	hunting	and	gathering,	and	ceremonies.Families	also	contribute	to	economic	security.	There	are	extended	kin	networks	where	families	can	pool	resources	and	help	one	another	during	difficult	times.Family	bonds	are	also	tied	to	the	Dreaming	in	many
Aboriginal	cultures,	with	each	family	having	its	totem	or	spiritual	protector.	As	a	result,	family	relationships	create	a	strong	feeling	of	identity	and	connection	to	the	land	for	Aboriginal	people.	They	also	provide	strength	and	support	in	times	of	need.	What	are	some	unique	features	of	Aboriginal	kinship	structures	and	systems?	Aboriginal	kinship
systems	are	complex	and	vary	from	community	to	community.	They	are	based	on	a	system	of	classifying	people,	or	moieties.	Each	person	belongs	to	one	of	two	moieties.	Moiety	membership	is	inherited	from	ones	parents.	It	determines	who	one	can	marry,	what	ceremonies	one	can	participate	in,	and	one	place	in	the	social	hierarchy.Aboriginal	kinship
systems	are	also	based	on	the	principle	of	reciprocity.	This	principle	dictates	that	people	must	share	what	they	have	with	others.	For	example,	if	someone	is	given	food,	they	must,	in	turn,	provide	food	to	someone	else.	If	someone	is	given	shelter,	they	must,	in	turn,	provide	shelter	for	someone	else.The	reciprocity	principle	ensures	that	everyone	in	the
community	has	what	they	need.	It	also	promotes	cooperation	and	harmony	within	the	community.	What	challenges	do	Aboriginal	families	and	kinship	structures	face	today?	Loss	of	traditional	land.	Loss	of	land	traditional	land.	Many	Aboriginal	communities	have	lost	rights	to	their	traditional	lands.	This	has	made	it	difficult	to	maintain	traditional
lifestyles	and	has	led	to	the	decline	of	many	Aboriginal	cultures.	Broken	families.	This	is	due	to	the	high	rate	of	incarceration	of	Aboriginal	people	and	the	ongoing	effects	of	the	Stolen	Generations.	Many	Aboriginal	families	are	also	struggling	with	substance	abuse,	domestic	violence,	and	mental	health	issues.	These	problems	make	it	difficult	for
families	to	stay	together	and	support	each	other.	Poverty.	Poor	living	conditions	and	low	incomes	make	it	difficult	for	families	to	care	for	their	children	and	maintain	their	culture.	Discrimination	from	the	wider	society.	This	makes	it	difficult	for	Aboriginal	people	to	find	work,	access	services,	and	participate	in	mainstream	society.	It	can	also	lead	to
exclusion	and	isolation	from	the	wider	community.However,	Aboriginal	people	are	still	proud	of	their	culture	and	traditions	despite	these	challenges.	To	Conclude	Aboriginal	culture	has	a	lot	of	strong	family	and	kinship	values	that	are	important	to	the	community	as	a	whole.	Knowing	how	families	work	in	Aboriginal	culture	shows	how	strong	these
communities	are	and	learn	from	them.	Even	though	they	face	difficulties,	Aboriginal	families	still	keep	their	identity	and	culture.	What	will	you	do	to	support	them?	Kinship	is	at	the	heart	of	First	Nations	society	because	its	the	glue	that	binds	culture,	Country,	family	and	community	together.	Kinship	systems	are	diverse	and	can	look	different	across
nations	groups.	Terms	to	describe	kinship	networks	or	relationships	may	also	differ.	For	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	people,	kinship	is	a	way	of	being	its	how	a	person	identifies	themselves	with	Country	(land,	waterways	and	sky)	and	who	they	belong	to.	When	First	Nations	people	talk	about	kinship,	theyre	referring	to	who	they	are	by	nation
group,	family	and	the	community/ies	they	have	a	connection	to.	You	may	have	heard	First	Nations	people	ask	other	Aboriginal	or	Torres	Strait	Islander	people	Whos	your	mob	and	where	are	you	from?	These	are	important	questions	because	they	demonstrate	that	kinship	isnt	a	social	hierarchy,	but	a	social	organisation	instead.	When	First	Nations
people	ask	these	questions	they	can	establish	connections	by	blood	lines,	clan	groups,	Country	or	individuals.	If	a	blood	line	connection	cant	be	made,	there	are	other	ways	to	create	kinship	ties	that	are	just	as	meaningful	as	family	ties.	Kinship	can	extend	to	those	who	one	works	with,	be	established	between	people	who	arent	regionally	linked,	and
those	who	operate	within	ones	circle	of	influence.	Systems	of	law	covering	social	interactions	in	Australian	Aboriginal	societiesThis	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:"Australian	Aboriginal
kinship"news	newspapers	books	scholar	JSTOR	(February	2008)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)Part	of	a	series	on	theAnthropology	of	kinshipBasic	conceptsFamilyLineageAffinityConsanguinityMarriageIncest	tabooEndogamyExogamyMoietyMonogamyPolygynyPolygamyConcubinagePolyandryBride	priceBride	serviceDowryParallel/
cross	cousinsCousin	marriageLevirateSororatePosthumous	marriageJoking	relationshipClanCohabitationFictive/	Milk/	Nurture	kinshipDescentCognatic/	BilateralMatrilateralLinealCollateralHouse	societyAvunculateLinealitiesAmbilinealityUnilinealityMatrilinealityPatrilinealityHousehold	forms	and
residenceExtendedMatrifocalMatrilocalNeolocalNuclearPatrilocalTerminologyKinship	terminologyClassificatory	terminologiesBy	groupIroquoisCrowOmahaEskimo	(Inuit)HawaiianSudaneseDravidian(debated)Case	studiesAustralian	AboriginalBurmeseChinesePhilippinePolyandry	in	Tibet/	in	IndiaFeministChambriMosuoSexualityComing	of	Age	in
SamoaMajor	theoristsDiane	BellTom	BoellstorffJack	GoodyW.	D.	HamiltonGilbert	HerdtDon	KulickRoger	LancasterLouise	LamphereEleanor	LeacockClaude	Lvi-StraussBronisaw	MalinowskiMargaret	MeadHenrietta	MooreLewis	H.	MorganStephen	O.	MurrayMichelle	RosaldoGayle	RubinDavid	M.	SchneiderHeinrich	SchurtzMarilyn	StrathernRelated
articlesAlliance	theoryMatrilineal/	matrilocal	societiesFeminist	anthropologySex	and	Repression	in	Savage	SocietySocial	Bonding	and	Nurture	Kinship"The	Traffic	in	Women"Social	anthropologyCultural	anthropologyvteAboriginal	Australian	kinship	comprises	the	systems	of	Aboriginal	customary	law	governing	social	interaction	relating	to	kinship	in
traditional	Aboriginal	cultures.	It	is	an	integral	part	of	the	culture	of	every	Aboriginal	group	across	Australia,	and	particularly	important	with	regard	to	marriages	between	Aboriginal	people.Subsection	systems	are	a	unique	social	structure	that	divide	all	of	Australian	Aboriginal	society	into	a	number	of	groups,	each	of	which	combines	particular	sets	of
kin.	In	Central	Australian	Aboriginal	English	vernacular,	subsections	are	widely	known	as	"skins".	Each	subsection	is	given	a	name	that	can	be	used	to	refer	to	individual	members	of	that	group.	Skin	is	passed	down	by	a	person's	parents	to	their	children.The	name	of	the	groups	can	vary.	There	are	systems	with	two	such	groupings	(these	are	known	as
'moieties'	in	kinship	studies),	systems	with	four	(sections),	six	and	eight	(subsection	systems).	Some	language	groups	extend	this	by	having	distinct	male	and	female	forms,	giving	a	total	of	sixteen	skin	names,	for	example	the	Pintupi	(listed	below)	and	Warlpiri.	While	membership	in	skin	groups	is	ideally	based	on	blood	relations,	Australian	Aboriginal
subsection	systems	are	classificatory,	meaning	that	even	people	who	are	not	actual	blood	relations	are	assigned	to	a	subsection.	They	are	also	universal,	meaning	that	every	member	of	the	society	is	assigned	a	position	in	the	system.Subsection	systems	are	found	in	Aboriginal	societies	across	much	of	Central,	Western	and	Northern	Australia.	On	the
basis	of	detailed	analysis	and	comparison	of	the	various	subsection	systems	and	their	terminologies,	and	in	particular	the	apparent	prefix	/j-/	for	male	and	/n-/	for	female,	it	has	been	identified	as	a	social	innovation	originally	from	the	Daly	River	region	of	the	Northern	Territory,	which	then	spread	rapidly	southwards	to	other	groups.[1]The	Yolu	people
of	north-eastern	Arnhem	Land	divide	society	(and	much	of	the	natural	world)	into	two	moieties:	Dhuwa	and	Yirritja.	Each	of	these	is	represented	by	people	of	a	number	of	different	groups	(each	with	their	own	lands,	languages	and	philosophies)	through	their	hereditary	estates	so	many	things	are	either	Yirritja	or	Dhuwa:Skin	nameClan
groupsYirritjaGumatj,	Gupapuyngu,	Wangurri,	Ritharrngu,	Mangalili,Munyuku,	Madarrpa,	Warramiri,	Dhalwangu,	Liyalanmirri.DhuwaRirratjingu,	Galpu,	Djambarrpuyngu,	Golumala,	Marrakulu,Marrangu,	Djapu,	Datiwuy,	Ngaymil,	Djarrwark.Fish,	stone,	river,	sea	etc.,	belongs	to	one	or	the	other	moiety.	Things	that	are	not	either	Dhuwa	or	Yirritja
are	called	wakinu.	Yolu	also	have	a	kinship	system	with	eight	subsections	(four	Dhuwa	and	four	Yirritja	which	is	what	creates	moiety).The	Gamilaraay	language	group	from	New	South	Wales	have	a	four-section	system.MoietySection	name	(female)Marries	(male)ChildrenWudhurruuGabudhaaYibaayMarrii,	MaadhaaMaadhaaGambuuGabii,
GabudhaaYangu(r)uBuudhaaMarriiYibaay,	YibadhaaYibadhaaGabiiGambu,	BuudhaaGraph	that	sums	up	kinship	in	the	Martuthunira	society.	Unnamed	nodes	stand	for	different	marriage	types:	they	are	linked	to	spouses	by	simple	lines	and	to	children	by	arrows.The	Martuthunira	language	group	from	the	Pilbara	region	of	Western	Australia	have	a
four-section	system.[2]	(The	spelling	l.y	indicates	that	the	letters	represent	two	distinct	phonemes,	and	are	not	a	digraph).Section	name	(female)Marries	(male)ChildrenKarimarraPanakaPal.yarriPanakaKarimarraPurunguPal.yarriPurunguKarimarraPurunguPal.yarriPanakaSimilar	systems	are	found	across	most	language	groups	in	the	Pilbara,	though
with	some	variation	in	the	forms	of	the	names.	For	example,	speakers	of	Ngarla	use	Milangka	where	Martuthunira	use	Pal.yarri.The	Alyawarre	language	group	from	Central	Australia	also	have	a	four-section	system,	but	use	different	terms	from	the	Martuthunira.[3]Section	name	(female)Marries
(male)ChildrenKngwarriyaUpurlaKimarraUpurlaKngwarriyaPitjarraPitjarraKimarraUpurlaKimarraPitjarraKngwarriyaThe	Lardil	of	Mornington	Island	in	the	Gulf	of	Carpentaria	have	eight	subsection	groups,	shown	here	with	some	of	their	totems:Subsection	group	(father)TotemsMay	marry	onlysubsection	group	(mother)Children	will
beBalyarrinyBlack	tiger	shark,sea	turtleKamarrangiBuranyiBangarinyBrown	shark,	turtleYakimarrNgarrijbalangiBuranyiCrane,	salt	water,	sleeping	turtleKangalBalyarrinyBurrarangiLightning,	rough	sea,black	dingoNgarrijbalangiKamarrangiKamarrangiRock,	pelican,	brolga,red	dingoBalyarrinyBurrarangiKangalBarramundi,grey
sharkBuranyiYakimarrNgarrijbalangiRainbird,	shooting	star,egretBurrarangiBangarinyYakimarrSeagull,	barramundi,grey	sharkBangarinyKangalEach	Lardil	person	belongs	to	one	of	these	groups.	Their	paternal	grandfather's	subsection	determines	their	own;	so	a	Balyarriny	man	or	woman	will	have	a	Balyarriny	grandfather.	Members	of	each	group
may	only	marry	members	of	one	other,	specified,	group.Once	a	person's	subsection	group	is	known,	their	relationship	to	any	other	Lardil	can	be	determined.	A	Ngarrijbalangi	is	a	'father'	to	a	Bangariny,	a	'father-in-law'	to	a	Yakimarr	and	a	'son'	to	another	Bangariny,	either	in	a	social	sense	or	purely	through	linearship.The	mechanics	of	the	Lardil	skin
system	means	that	generations	of	males	cycle	back	and	forth	between	two	subsections.	Ngarrijbalangi	is	father	to	Bangariny	and	Bangariny	is	father	to	Ngarrijbalangi	and	similarly	for	the	three	other	pairs	of	subsections.	Generations	of	women,	however,	cycle	through	four	subsections	before	arriving	back	at	the	starting	point.	This	means	that	a
woman	has	the	same	subsection	name	as	her	(matrilineal)	great-great-grandmother.Graph	that	sums	up	kinship	among	Warlpiri	(Australian	aboriginals).	Unlabelled	nodes	stand	for	allowed	weddings.	Resulting	children	subsections	are	indicated	by	arrows.The	Pintupi	of	the	Western	Desert	also	have	an	eight-subsection	system,	made	more	complex	by
distinct	forms	for	male	and	female	subsection	names;	male	forms	begin	with	"Tj",	the	female	forms	with	"N".	The	Warlpiri	system	is	almost	the	same:GenderSubsection	nameFirst	marriage	preferenceChildren	will	beMaleTjapaltjarriNakamarraTjungurrayi,	NungurrayiFemaleNapaltjarriTjakamarraTjupurrula,
NapurrulaMaleTjapangatiNampitjinpaTjapanangka,	NapanangkaFemaleNapangatiTjampitjinpaTjangala,	NangalaMaleTjakamarraNapaltjarriTjupurrula,	NapurrulaFemaleNakamarraTjapaltjarriTjungurrayi,	NungurrayiMaleTjampitjinpaNapangatiTjangala,	NangalaFemaleNampitjinpaTjapangatiTjapanangka,
NapanangkaMaleTjapanangkaNapurrulaTjapangati,	NapangatiFemaleNapanangkaTjupurrulaTjakamarra,	NakamarraMaleTjungurrayiNangalaTjapaltjarri,	NapaltjarriFemaleNungurrayiTjangalaTjampitjinpa,	NampitjinpaMaleTjupurrulaNapanangkaTjakamarra,	NakamarraFemaleNapurrulaTjapanangkaTjapangati,
NapangatiMaleTjangalaNungurrayiTjampitjinpa,	NampitjinpaFemaleNangalaTjungurrayiTjapaltjarri,	NapaltjarriThe	Kunwinjku	of	Western	Arnhem	Land	have	a	similar	system;	male	forms	begin	with	Na-,	the	female	forms	with	Ngal-:[4]GenderSubsection	nameFirst	marriage	preferenceSecond	marriage	preferenceFirst	marriage	children	will
beSecond	marriage	children	will	beMaleNabulanjNgalwakadjNgalkangilaNabangardi,	NgalbangardiNakodjok,	NgalkodjokFemaleNgalbulanjNawakadjNakangilaNawamud,	NgalwamudNawamud,	NgalwamudMaleNangarridjNgalkangilaNgalwakadjNakodjok,	NgalkodjokNabangardi	NgalbangardiFemaleNgalgarridjNakangilaNawakadjNakamarrang,
NgalkamarrangNakamarrang,	NgalkamarrangMaleNakamarrangNgalkodjokNgalbangardiNawakadj,	NgalwakadjNakangila	NgalkangilaFemaleNgalkamarrangNakodjokNabangardiNabulanj,	NgalbulanjNabulanj,	NgalbulanjMaleNawamudNgalbangardiNgalkodjokNakangila,	NgalkangilaNawakadj,
NgalwakadjFemaleNgalwamudNabangardiNakodjokNangarridj,	NgalgarridjNangarridj,	NgalgarridjMaleNawakadjNgalbulanjNgalgarridjNawamud,	NgalwamudNakamarrang,	NgalkamarrangFemaleNgalwakadjNabulanjNangarridjNabangardi,	NgalbangardiNabangardi,	NgalbangardiMaleNakangilaNgalgarridjNgalbulanjNakamarrang,
NgalkammarangNawamud,	NgalwamudFemaleNgalkangilaNangarridjNabulanjNakodjok,	NgalkodjokNakodjok,	NgalkodjokMaleNakodjokNgalkamarrangNgalwamudNabulanj,	NgalbulanjNangarridj,	NgalgarridjFemaleNgalkodjokNakamarrangNawamudNawakadj,	NgalwakadjNawakadj,
NgalwakadjMaleNabangardiNgalwamudNgalkamarrangNangarridj,	NgalgarridjNabulanj,	NgalbulanjFemaleNgalbangardiNawamudNakamarrangNakangila,	NgalkangilaNakangila,	NgalkangilaEach	person	therefore	has	a	patrimoiety	and	a	matrimoiety,	a	father's	and	a	mother's	subsection	group.Outsiders	who	have	significant	interaction	with	such
groups	may	be	given	a	'skin	name',	commonly	based	on	the	people	they	have	interacted	with	and	the	types	of	interaction.Main	article:	Australian	Aboriginal	EnglishThe	variety	of	English	used	by	many	Australian	Aboriginal	people	employs	kinship	terms	in	ways	that	are	based	on	their	equivalents	in	Australian	Aboriginal	languages.Aunty	and	uncle	are
terms	of	address	for	older	people,	to	whom	the	speaker	may	not	be	related.Brother	and	sisteras	well	as	for	reference	to	siblings	this	term	is	used	to	refer	to	children	of	one's	mother's	sister	and	of	father's	brother	(cousin),	just	as	in	many	indigenous	languages.Cousin-brother	and	cousin-sister	are	often	used	to	refer	to	children	of	one's	mother's	sister
and	father's	brother.Cousin	refers	to	children	of	one's	father's	sister	and	mother's	brother,	but	may	be	extended	to	any	relative	of	one's	own	generation,	such	as	one	who	might	share	the	same	great-grandparent,	which	is	a	second-cousin	in	Aboriginal	terms.In	south-east	Queensland,	daughter	is	used	to	refer	to	any	woman	of	one's	great-grandparents'
generation.	This	is	due	to	the	cyclical	nature	of	traditional	kinship	systems	and	mirrors	usage	in	many	Australian	languages.Father	and	mother	include	any	relative	of	one's	parents'	generation,	such	as	uncles,	aunts,	their	own	cousins	and	in-laws.Grandfather	and	grandmother	can	refer	to	anyone	of	one's	grandparents'	generation.	Grandfather	can
also	refer	to	any	respected	elderly	man,	to	whom	the	speaker	may	not	be	related.Poison	refers	to	a	relation	one	is	obligated	to	avoid.	See	avoidance	speech.The	term	second,	or	little	bit	in	northern	Australia,	is	used	with	a	distant	relative	who	is	described	using	a	close	kinship	term.	For	example,	one's	second	father	or	little	bit	father	is	a	man	of	one's
father's	generation	not	closely	related	to	the	speaker.	Usually	having	a	second	mother	is	having	a	woman	of	your	own	mother's	generation	who	seems	to	act	like	a	mother	and	would	most	likely	care	for	you	if	anything	were	to	happen	to	your	own	parents.	It	is	contrasted	with	close,	near	or	true.A	skin	or	skin	group	is	a	section	determined	by	the	skin	of
a	person's	parents,	and	determines	whom	a	person	is	eligible	to	marry.Son	can	refer	to	any	male	of	the	next	generation,	such	as	nephews,	just	as	daughter	can	refer	to	any	female	of	the	next	generation,	including	nieces.Noongar	kin	systemsWarlpiri	kinship^	McConvell,	Patrick	(October	1996).	"Backtracking	to	Babel:	the	chronology	of	Pama-
Nyungan	expansion	in	Australia".	Archaeology	in	Oceania.	31	(3):	125144.	doi:10.1002/j.1834-4453.1996.tb00356.x.^	Sharp,	Janet;	Nicholas	Thieberger	(1992).	Bilybara:	Aboriginal	languages	of	the	Pilbara	region.	Port	Hedland,	Western	Australia:	Wangka	Maya,	The	Pilbara	Aboriginal	Language	Centre.	ISBN0-646-10711-9.^	Wafer,	Jim	(1982).	A
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What	is	kinship	aboriginal	culture.	What	is	indigenous	kinship.	Aboriginal	kinships.	In	aboriginal	culture	what	is	the	kinship	system.


