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Ever	wondered	what	makes	Taiwan	so	unique?	This	island	nation,	officially	known	as	the	Republic	of	China	(ROC),	is	a	treasure	trove	of	history,	culture,	and	natural	beauty.	Nestled	in	East	Asia,	Taiwan	boasts	a	diverse	population	of	over	23	million	people.	From	its	subtropical	climate	to	its	bustling	tech	industry,	Taiwan	offers	a	fascinating	blend	of
ancient	traditions	and	modern	innovations.	Whether	you’re	intrigued	by	its	rich	history,	captivated	by	its	stunning	landscapes,	or	curious	about	its	vibrant	festivals,	Taiwan	has	something	for	everyone.	Ready	to	dive	into	50	amazing	facts	about	this	incredible	island?	Let’s	get	started!	Taiwan’s	rich	history,	diverse	culture,	and	stunning	natural	beauty
make	it	a	must-visit	destination.	From	ancient	roots	to	modern	innovations,	Taiwan	offers	something	for	everyone	to	explore	and	enjoy.	With	a	vibrant	democracy,	advanced	technology,	and	a	strong	emphasis	on	education	and	healthcare,	Taiwan	is	a	dynamic	and	forward-thinking	nation.	Its	commitment	to	preserving	its	cultural	heritage	and	natural
environment	makes	it	a	truly	unique	and	fascinating	place.	Taiwan’s	unique	location	and	climate	make	it	a	fascinating	place	to	explore.	Let’s	dive	into	some	interesting	geographical	and	climatic	facts	about	this	island	nation.	Location:	Taiwan	is	an	island	nation	located	in	the	East	China	Sea,	separated	from	mainland	China	by	the	Taiwan	Strait.	Size:
The	island	measures	approximately	36,000	square	kilometers	(14,000	square	miles)	in	area.	Climate:	Taiwan	has	a	subtropical	climate	with	four	distinct	seasons.	The	north	is	generally	cooler	and	wetter	than	the	south.	History	Taiwan’s	history	is	rich	and	complex,	shaped	by	various	cultures	and	events.	Here	are	some	key	historical	facts.	Ancient
History:	Archaeological	evidence	suggests	that	Taiwan	has	been	inhabited	since	the	Paleolithic	era,	with	the	earliest	known	human	presence	dating	back	to	around	10,000	BCE.	Chinese	Influence:	The	island	was	first	inhabited	by	indigenous	peoples,	but	it	was	later	influenced	by	Chinese	culture	and	immigration.	The	Han	Chinese	began	to	settle	in
Taiwan	in	the	17th	century.	Japanese	Rule:	From	1895	to	1945,	Taiwan	was	under	Japanese	rule,	which	had	a	significant	impact	on	the	island’s	language,	culture,	and	infrastructure.	Post-War	Period:	After	World	War	II,	Taiwan	became	a	province	of	China	under	the	Nationalist	government	led	by	Chiang	Kai-shek.	In	1949,	following	the	Chinese	Civil
War,	the	Nationalists	retreated	to	Taiwan	and	established	the	Republic	of	China	(ROC).	Government	and	Politics	Taiwan’s	political	system	is	a	vibrant	democracy	with	a	unique	structure.	Here	are	some	important	facts	about	its	government	and	politics.	Government	Type:	Taiwan	is	a	democratic	republic	with	a	multi-party	system.	Executive	Branch:
The	head	of	state	is	the	President	of	Taiwan,	who	serves	as	both	the	head	of	state	and	head	of	government.	Legislative	Branch:	The	Legislative	Yuan	is	the	unicameral	parliament	of	Taiwan.	Judicial	Branch:	The	Judicial	Yuan	is	the	highest	court	in	Taiwan	and	is	responsible	for	interpreting	laws.	Read	also:	100	Interesting	Poland	Facts	That	You	Never
Knew	About	Economy	Taiwan	boasts	a	robust	economy,	driven	by	technology	and	manufacturing.	Let’s	explore	some	economic	facts.	Economic	System:	Taiwan	has	a	high-income	market	economy	with	a	strong	focus	on	technology	and	manufacturing.	Major	Industries:	The	country	is	known	for	its	electronics,	information	technology,	and
semiconductor	industries.	It	is	also	a	significant	producer	of	textiles,	machinery,	and	steel.	Trade	Partners:	Taiwan’s	major	trade	partners	include	China,	the	United	States,	Japan,	and	South	Korea.	Culture	Taiwan’s	culture	is	a	blend	of	traditional	and	modern	influences.	Here	are	some	cultural	highlights.	Language:	The	official	language	is	Mandarin
Chinese,	but	Taiwanese	Hokkien	and	Hakka	are	also	widely	spoken.	Cuisine:	Taiwanese	cuisine	is	known	for	its	diverse	flavors	and	dishes	such	as	beef	noodle	soup,	oyster	omelets,	and	stinky	tofu.	Festivals:	Taiwan	celebrates	various	festivals	including	the	Lantern	Festival,	Dragon	Boat	Festival,	and	Mid-Autumn	Festival.	Education	Education	is
highly	valued	in	Taiwan,	with	a	strong	emphasis	on	STEM	fields.	Here	are	some	educational	facts.	Education	System:	Taiwan	has	a	well-developed	education	system	with	a	strong	emphasis	on	science,	technology,	engineering,	and	mathematics	(STEM)	fields.	Higher	Education:	The	country	is	home	to	several	prestigious	universities	such	as	National
Taiwan	University	and	National	Chengchi	University.	Tourism	Taiwan	is	a	popular	tourist	destination	with	a	variety	of	attractions.	Here	are	some	must-visit	spots.	Tourist	Attractions:	Popular	tourist	spots	include	Taipei	101,	the	National	Palace	Museum,	Sun	Moon	Lake,	and	Taroko	National	Park.	Cultural	Heritage:	Taiwan	is	home	to	numerous
cultural	heritage	sites	including	temples	like	Longshan	Temple	and	Confucius	Temple.	Natural	Beauty	Taiwan’s	natural	landscapes	are	breathtaking.	Here	are	some	natural	wonders	to	explore.	Mountains:	The	Central	Mountain	Range	runs	through	the	center	of	Taiwan	and	includes	peaks	like	Jade	Mountain	(Yushan),	which	is	the	highest	point	in	the
country.	Coastline:	Taiwan	has	a	rugged	coastline	with	numerous	beaches	and	scenic	coastal	areas	like	Kenting	National	Park.	Indigenous	Peoples	Taiwan	is	home	to	a	diverse	range	of	indigenous	tribes.	Here	are	some	facts	about	these	communities.	Ethnic	Groups:	Taiwan	is	home	to	16	officially	recognized	indigenous	tribes	including	the	Amis,
Atayal,	and	Bunun.	Cultural	Preservation:	Efforts	are	being	made	to	preserve	the	languages,	customs,	and	traditions	of	these	indigenous	groups.	Read	also:	60	Facts	About	Myanmar	Demographics	Taiwan’s	population	is	diverse	and	predominantly	urban.	Here	are	some	demographic	insights.	Population:	As	of	2024,	Taiwan’s	population	is
approximately	23	million	people.	Urbanization:	The	majority	of	the	population	lives	in	urban	areas	like	Taipei	and	Kaohsiung.	Healthcare	Taiwan’s	healthcare	system	is	highly	regarded.	Here	are	some	key	points	about	healthcare	in	Taiwan.	Healthcare	System:	Taiwan	has	a	well-regarded	healthcare	system	with	universal	coverage	and	high-quality
medical	facilities.	Public	Health	Initiatives:	The	government	has	implemented	various	public	health	initiatives	including	vaccination	programs	and	disease	prevention	measures.	Technology	Taiwan	is	a	global	leader	in	technology.	Here	are	some	technological	achievements.	Tech	Industry:	Taiwan	is	a	global	leader	in	the	technology	industry,
particularly	in	the	fields	of	semiconductors	and	electronics.	Innovation	Hubs:	Cities	like	Hsinchu	and	Taichung	serve	as	innovation	hubs	with	numerous	tech	startups	and	research	institutions.	Environmental	Concerns	Taiwan	is	actively	addressing	environmental	issues.	Here	are	some	environmental	initiatives.	Conservation	Efforts:	Taiwan	has	made
significant	efforts	to	protect	its	natural	environment	through	initiatives	like	reforestation	programs	and	wildlife	conservation.	Climate	Change:	The	country	is	also	actively	addressing	climate	change	by	promoting	renewable	energy	sources	and	reducing	carbon	emissions.	International	Relations	Taiwan’s	international	status	is	unique.	Here	are	some
facts	about	its	diplomatic	relations.	Diplomatic	Status:	Taiwan	is	recognized	by	15	countries	as	the	Republic	of	China	(ROC),	while	the	majority	of	the	international	community	recognizes	the	People’s	Republic	of	China	(PRC)	as	the	sole	legitimate	government	of	China.	International	Organizations:	Taiwan	participates	in	various	international
organizations	under	different	names,	such	as	the	International	Civil	Aviation	Organization	(ICAO)	and	the	World	Health	Organization	(WHO).	Sports	Sports	play	a	significant	role	in	Taiwanese	culture.	Here	are	some	sports-related	facts.	Popular	Sports:	Baseball	and	basketball	are	two	of	the	most	popular	sports	in	Taiwan.	Athletic	Achievements:
Taiwanese	athletes	have	achieved	significant	success	in	international	competitions,	including	Olympic	Games	and	Asian	Games.	Festivals	and	Celebrations	Taiwan	is	known	for	its	vibrant	festivals.	Here	are	some	key	celebrations.	Lantern	Festival:	Celebrated	on	the	15th	day	of	the	first	lunar	month,	this	festival	is	known	for	its	colorful	lanterns	and
traditional	performances.	Dragon	Boat	Festival:	Held	on	the	5th	day	of	the	5th	lunar	month,	this	festival	features	dragon	boat	racing	and	traditional	foods	like	zongzi.	Transportation	Taiwan	has	an	efficient	transportation	system.	Here	are	some	transportation	facts.	High-Speed	Rail:	The	high-speed	rail	system	connects	major	cities	like	Taipei	and
Kaohsiung.	Public	Transportation:	Taipei	has	an	efficient	public	transportation	system	including	buses	and	metro	lines.	Infrastructure	Taiwan’s	infrastructure	is	well-developed.	Here	are	some	key	points.	Road	Network:	Taiwan	has	an	extensive	road	network	with	well-maintained	highways	connecting	major	cities.	Airports:	The	country	is	served	by
several	international	airports	including	Taiwan	Taoyuan	International	Airport	and	Kaohsiung	International	Airport.	Tourist	Attractions	Taiwan	offers	a	variety	of	tourist	attractions.	Here	are	some	must-see	spots.	Taipei	101:	Once	the	world’s	tallest	building,	Taipei	101	is	now	a	popular	tourist	attraction	with	an	observation	deck	offering	panoramic
views.	National	Palace	Museum:	Home	to	one	of	the	largest	collections	of	Chinese	art	and	artifacts,	including	the	famous	Jadeite	Cabbage	sculpture.	Natural	Wonders	Taiwan’s	natural	beauty	is	stunning.	Here	are	some	natural	wonders	to	explore.	Sun	Moon	Lake:	The	largest	freshwater	lake	in	Taiwan,	Sun	Moon	Lake	is	a	popular	spot	for	boating	and
scenic	walks.	Taroko	National	Park:	Known	for	its	marble-walled	cliffs	and	hiking	trails,	Taroko	National	Park	is	a	must-visit	for	nature	lovers.	Cultural	Heritage	Sites	Taiwan	has	numerous	cultural	heritage	sites.	Here	are	some	key	locations.	Longshan	Temple:	One	of	the	oldest	temples	in	Taipei,	Longshan	Temple	is	famous	for	its	ornate	architecture
and	lively	street	markets.	Confucius	Temple:	Dedicated	to	the	teachings	of	Confucius,	this	temple	is	a	significant	cultural	heritage	site	in	Taiwan.	Future	Developments	Taiwan	is	continuously	evolving.	Here	are	some	future	developments	to	watch.	Urban	Planning:	Cities	like	Taipei	and	Kaohsiung	are	undergoing	urban	planning	projects	aimed	at
creating	more	livable	and	sustainable	environments.	Taiwan’s	got	a	rich	mix	of	history,	culture,	and	natural	beauty.	From	the	bustling	streets	of	Taipei	to	the	serene	landscapes	of	Sun	Moon	Lake,	there’s	something	for	everyone.	The	island’s	tech	industry	is	booming,	making	it	a	global	leader	in	electronics	and	semiconductors.	But	it’s	not	all	about
gadgets;	Taiwan’s	cuisine,	festivals,	and	indigenous	cultures	add	layers	of	depth	to	its	identity.	The	healthcare	system	is	top-notch,	and	the	education	system	is	robust,	focusing	heavily	on	STEM	fields.	Efforts	in	environmental	conservation	and	sustainable	practices	show	a	commitment	to	a	greener	future.	Whether	you’re	a	tourist,	a	student,	or	an
investor,	Taiwan	offers	a	unique	blend	of	traditional	charm	and	modern	innovation.	So,	if	you’re	looking	for	a	place	that	has	it	all,	Taiwan	should	be	on	your	radar.	QWhy	is	Taiwan	known	for	its	night	markets?	A	Taiwan’s	night	markets	are	famous	because	they	offer	a	vibrant	mix	of	delicious	street	food,	unique	shopping	experiences,	and	lively
entertainment.	These	bustling	markets	reflect	the	local	culture	and	cuisine,	making	them	must-visit	spots	for	anyone	wanting	to	dive	into	Taiwan’s	rich	culinary	and	social	scene.	QWhat	makes	Taiwanese	tea	so	special?	A	Taiwanese	tea	stands	out	due	to	its	high	quality	and	variety.	The	island’s	unique	climate	and	geography	are	perfect	for	growing
tea,	especially	oolong	tea,	which	is	highly	prized	by	connoisseurs	worldwide.	Tea	culture	is	deeply	ingrained	in	Taiwanese	society,	with	tea	ceremonies	and	tastings	being	popular	activities.	QCan	you	see	cherry	blossoms	in	Taiwan?	A	Yes,	you	can	see	cherry	blossoms	in	Taiwan,	particularly	during	the	spring	season.	The	Alishan	National	Scenic	Area
and	Wuling	Farm	are	among	the	best	places	to	witness	these	beautiful	blooms.	The	sight	of	cherry	blossoms	against	Taiwan’s	mountainous	landscapes	is	truly	a	sight	to	behold.	QWhat’s	unique	about	Taiwan’s	geography?	A	Taiwan’s	geography	is	unique	because	it	features	a	dramatic	range	of	landscapes	within	a	relatively	small	area.	From	towering
mountains	and	lush	forests	to	stunning	coastlines	and	offshore	islands,	Taiwan	offers	diverse	natural	beauty.	Its	highest	peak,	Yushan,	is	also	the	tallest	mountain	in	Northeast	Asia.	QHow	important	is	technology	in	Taiwan?	A	Technology	plays	a	crucial	role	in	Taiwan’s	economy	and	global	identity.	The	island	is	a	leading	producer	of	semiconductors
and	electronics,	home	to	tech	giants	like	TSMC	and	ASUS.	Taiwan’s	advancements	in	technology	not	only	power	the	global	electronics	market	but	also	drive	innovation	in	various	sectors.	QWhat	are	some	traditional	Taiwanese	festivals?	A	Traditional	Taiwanese	festivals	include	the	Lantern	Festival,	Dragon	Boat	Festival,	and	Mid-Autumn	Festival.
Each	celebration	is	steeped	in	history	and	showcases	Taiwan’s	rich	cultural	heritage	through	activities	like	lantern	flying,	dragon	boat	racing,	and	mooncake	sharing.	QHow	does	Taiwan’s	history	influence	its	culture	today?	A	Taiwan’s	history,	marked	by	indigenous	cultures,	Chinese	influence,	and	Japanese	colonization,	has	created	a	melting	pot	of
traditions	and	practices.	This	blend	influences	everything	from	Taiwan’s	cuisine,	language,	and	religious	practices	to	its	architecture	and	arts,	making	Taiwanese	culture	uniquely	diverse	and	vibrant.	Our	commitment	to	delivering	trustworthy	and	engaging	content	is	at	the	heart	of	what	we	do.	Each	fact	on	our	site	is	contributed	by	real	users	like
you,	bringing	a	wealth	of	diverse	insights	and	information.	To	ensure	the	highest	standards	of	accuracy	and	reliability,	our	dedicated	editors	meticulously	review	each	submission.	This	process	guarantees	that	the	facts	we	share	are	not	only	fascinating	but	also	credible.	Trust	in	our	commitment	to	quality	and	authenticity	as	you	explore	and	learn	with
us.	Taiwan	is	a	semi-tropical	island	in	East	Asia,	one	of	the	world’s	most	exciting	and	rapidly	changing	regions.	Like	many	other	places	in	Asia,	Taiwan	is	densely	populated	and	highly	developed	in	terms	of	economics,	technology,	and	transport.	Its	people	are	highly	educated	and	well	travelled.	Nonetheless,	exotic	cultures	thrive	throughout	the	island,
and	breathtakingly	unspoiled	scenery	can	be	found	in	its	mountainous	interior.	Until	recently,	Taiwan	was	thought	of	mainly	as	a	destination	for	business	people.	However,	thanks	to	its	blend	of	Chinese	tradition	and	modern	influences	–	not	to	mention	its	fabulous	ecological	treasures	and	exceptionally	friendly	people	–	it’s	won	a	place	in	the	hearts	of
many	outsiders.	Taiwan’s	location	Taiwan	is	in	East	Asia,	573	km	(356	miles)	southwest	of	the	Japanese	island	of	Okinawa	and	345	km	(214	miles)	north	of	the	Philippines.	The	People’s	Republic	of	China	(PRC),	which	considers	Taiwan	part	of	its	territory	even	though	it	has	never	controlled	the	island,	lies	to	the	west.	Taiwan	is	in	the	Northern
Hemisphere;	the	Tropic	of	Cancer	crosses	the	island	207	km	(129	miles)	south	of	Taipei	and	88	km	(55	miles)	north	of	Kaohsiung.	By	air,	Taiwan	is	just	over	an	hour	from	Hong	Kong,	four	hours	from	Singapore,	around	thirteen	and	a	half	hours	from	Los	Angeles,	and	fifteen	hours	from	London.	A	small	but	rugged	island	The	Republic	of	China,	the
country	that	governs	Taiwan	and	some	minor	islands	close	to	the	coast	of	the	PRC,	covers	36,191	km2	(13,973	square	miles).	The	main	island,	Taiwan,	accounts	for	all	but	a	tiny	part	of	the	country’s	land	area.	It’s	slightly	bigger	than	the	US	state	of	Maryland	and	around	half	the	size	of	Scotland.	Some	394	km	(152	miles)	long	and	144	km	(56	miles)
wide,	Taiwan’s	shape	has	been	compared	to	both	a	tobacco	leaf	and	a	sweet	potato.	The	western	half	of	Taiwan	is	well-watered	and	mostly	flat,	and	thus	suitable	for	farming,	although	agriculture	is	no	longer	an	important	part	of	the	economy.	Mountain	ranges	run	almost	the	entire	length	of	the	island,	with	258	peaks	higher	than	3,000	m	(9,842	feet).
These	mountains	mean	that	journeys	from	west	to	east	are	slow	but	offer	breathtaking	scenery.	Much	of	the	highlands	are	forested,	and	national	parks,	notably	Taroko	and	Yushan,	showcase	Taiwan’s	stupendous	alpine	beauty.	Taiwan’s	rivers	are	short	and	fast,	and	there	are	few	natural	lakes	of	any	size.	The	most	famous	body	of	water,	Sun	Moon
Lake,	is	a	result	of	human	intervention.	The	main	island	has	1,566	km	(605	miles)	of	coast,	including	sand	and	shale	beaches,	wetlands	full	of	waterbirds,	plus	some	of	the	world’s	tallest	cliffs.	Taiwan’s	population	Taiwan’s	population	of	23.5	million	is	concentrated	in	the	western	lowlands,	with	the	main	cities	of	Taipei,	New	Taipei,	Taoyuan,	Taichung,
Tainan	and	Kaohsiung	accounting	for	over	15	million	people.	More	people	live	in	the	north	than	the	south,	and	the	population	of	the	western	half	outnumbers	that	of	the	east	by	over	ten	to	one.	Also,	Taiwan’s	human	population	is	much	more	diverse	than	you	might	think	when	you	step	off	the	airplane.	Many	Taiwanese	have	mixed	ancestry	because
intermarriage	was	common	in	the	17th	and	18th	centuries	and	has	become	very	common	again	recently.	However,	most	individuals	identify	as	belonging	to	one	of	four	ethnic	categories,	including	the	island’s	original	inhabitants	and	those	who	settled	in	Taiwan	over	the	past	400	years.	There	are	also	over	800,000	immigrants,	expatriates,	and	foreign
workers	from	other	countries;	the	largest	nationalities	are	Indonesian,	Vietnamese,	Filipino,	and	Thai.	Taiwan’s	population	is	aging	rapidly,	the	birth	rate	having	crashed	from	seven	per	woman	in	1951	to	0.97	in	2021,	far	below	replacement	rate.	Some	predict	the	island’s	total	population	will	begin	falling	within	three	decades.	Visit	the	beautiful	island
of	Taiwan	Life	of	Taiwan	specializes	in	tailoring	Taiwan	private	tours	for	international	travellers.	All	of	our	tours	are	curated	to	your	specific	requirements	by	our	itinerary	builders,	so	you	and	your	loved	ones	have	the	best	possible	time	while	travelling.	Taiwan,	Republic	of	China,	State	of	East	Asia	(regarding	Taiwan’s	international	law	status	see
State	of	the	State	and	Politics);	36,000	km²,	23.6	million	residents	(2019).The	state	includes	the	island	of	Taiwan	(Formosa),	about	150	km	east	of	Fujian	province	on	the	Chinese	mainland,	and	the	small	archipelago	of	Pescadores	in	the	Formosa	Strait	between	the	island	of	Taiwan	and	the	People’s	Republic	of	China	to	the	west.	Taiwan	also	includes
the	fortified	islands	of	Jinmen	(Quemoy)	and	Mazu	with	associated	small	islands	near	mainland	China.	The	capital	is	Taibei	(2.7	million	residents,	2015).	Taiwan	National	Flag	Country	facts	Chung-hua	Min-kuo	/	Republic	of	China	Country	abbreviation:	TW	Area:	36	000	km²	Population	(2019):	23.6	million	residents	Capital:	Taibei	Main	language:
Chinese	State:	Republic	Head	of	State:	Tsai	Ing-wen	Head	of	Government:	Su	Tseng-chang	Per	capita	GDP	(2018):	US	$	24	971	GNI	per	capita:	no	data	available	Currency	unit:	1	Taiwanese	dollar	=	100	cents	Currency	code:	TWD	Country	code	(telephony):	886	Internet	domain	name:	tw	Time	difference	compared	to	Sweden:	+7	National	Day:
October	10	(Wuhan	Uprising,	1911)	Nature	Land	use:	forest	(58%),	agricultural	land	(23%),	other	(29%)	Highest	mountain:	Yu	Shan	(3,952	m	above	sea	level)	Population	Population	density	(2019):	656	residents	per	km²	Natural	population	growth	(2019):	0.1%;	birth	rate	8	‰,	death	rate	7	‰	Age	structure	(2019):	0-14	years	(13%),	15-64	(73%),	65-
(14%)	Life	expectancy	(2019):	men	77	years,	women	84	years	Infant	mortality	(2019):	4	per	1,000	live	births	Population	forecast	2050:	21	million	residents	HDI:	no	data	available	Urbanization	rate	(2019):	78%	Most	populous	cities	(2015):	Gaoxiong	(2.8	million),	Taizhong	(2.7	million),	Taibei	(2.7	million)	Business	Industry’s	contribution	to	GDP	(2017):
agriculture	(2%),	industry	(36%),	service	(62%)	Exports	(2017):	US	$	349,800	million	Main	export	products:	electronics,	machinery,	metals	Main	exporting	countries:	China,	USA,	Japan	Imports	(2017):	US	$	259,000	million	Main	import	products:	oil,	electronics	components,	natural	gas	Main	importing	countries:	China,	Japan,	USA	Railway	network
(2018):	1	600	km	Geography	of	Taiwan	Location	and	Borders	Taiwan	is	an	island	nation	located	in	East	Asia,	situated	off	the	southeastern	coast	of	China.	The	island	is	surrounded	by	the	Pacific	Ocean	to	the	east,	the	Taiwan	Strait	to	the	west,	and	the	Bashi	Channel	to	the	south,	which	separates	it	from	the	Philippines.	Taiwan’s	geographic	coordinates
place	it	around	23.5°N	latitude	and	121°E	longitude.	The	island	covers	an	area	of	approximately	36,197	square	kilometers	(13,976	square	miles),	making	it	about	the	size	of	the	U.S.	state	of	Maryland.	Taiwan	is	part	of	a	larger	archipelago	that	includes	several	smaller	islands	and	islets.	These	include	the	Diaoyu	Islands,	also	known	as	the	Senkaku
Islands,	which	are	claimed	by	both	Taiwan	and	Japan,	and	the	Orchid	Island	(Lanyu)	and	Green	Island,	located	off	Taiwan’s	southeastern	coast.	The	nation’s	proximity	to	mainland	China	has	significant	historical,	cultural,	and	political	implications,	with	Taiwan’s	status	as	a	self-governing	entity	a	central	point	of	contention	in	East	Asian	geopolitics.
Terrain	and	Landscape	Taiwan’s	landscape	is	characterized	by	dramatic	topography,	which	includes	rugged	mountains,	fertile	plains,	and	coastal	areas.	The	island’s	mountainous	terrain	is	a	dominant	feature,	with	the	Central	Mountain	Range	running	from	north	to	south.	These	mountains,	which	include	the	island’s	highest	peak,	Yushan	(Jade
Mountain),	reaching	an	elevation	of	3,952	meters	(12,966	feet),	account	for	roughly	two-thirds	of	Taiwan’s	land	area.	The	steep,	craggy	mountains	are	interspersed	with	deep	valleys	and	high	plateaus,	making	Taiwan’s	landscape	diverse	and	visually	striking.	In	contrast	to	the	mountainous	regions,	Taiwan’s	western	plains,	especially	in	the	central	and
southern	parts	of	the	island,	are	home	to	the	majority	of	the	population	and	are	fertile	agricultural	areas.	The	plains	are	characterized	by	rolling	hills	and	lowlands,	where	the	majority	of	the	island’s	agriculture,	including	rice,	sugarcane,	and	vegetables,	takes	place.	The	eastern	side	of	the	island	is	dominated	by	coastal	areas	and	the	Pacific	Ocean,
where	dramatic	cliffs	meet	the	ocean.	Water	Bodies	Taiwan	is	surrounded	by	water,	with	the	Taiwan	Strait	separating	it	from	mainland	China,	and	the	Pacific	Ocean	lying	to	the	east.	There	are	numerous	rivers	and	lakes	throughout	the	island,	which	are	essential	for	both	agriculture	and	the	country’s	water	supply.	The	most	significant	river	is	the
Zhuoshui	River,	which	flows	through	the	island’s	central	region	and	serves	as	an	important	source	of	water	for	irrigation	and	industry.	Other	key	rivers	include	the	Tamsui	River	in	the	north,	which	flows	through	the	capital,	Taipei,	and	the	Love	River	in	Kaohsiung,	which	is	central	to	the	city’s	geography.	Taiwan	is	also	home	to	several	lakes,	such	as
Sun	Moon	Lake,	located	in	the	central	part	of	the	island.	It	is	a	major	tourist	destination	known	for	its	scenic	beauty.	Taiwan’s	waterways,	including	the	rivers	and	lakes,	are	crucial	for	transportation,	particularly	in	rural	areas,	as	well	as	for	supporting	the	country’s	agricultural	and	industrial	needs.	Climate	of	Taiwan	Tropical	and	Subtropical	Climate
Taiwan’s	climate	varies	from	tropical	in	the	south	to	subtropical	in	the	north.	This	variation	is	largely	due	to	the	island’s	latitude	and	topography.	The	southern	regions,	including	cities	like	Kaohsiung,	experience	a	hot,	humid	tropical	climate	with	warm	temperatures	throughout	the	year,	while	the	northern	regions,	such	as	Taipei,	have	a	subtropical
climate,	with	milder	winters	and	cooler	temperatures	during	the	summer.	The	island	is	known	for	its	high	humidity,	especially	during	the	summer	months,	and	is	subject	to	frequent	rain	due	to	its	location	in	the	Pacific	monsoon	belt.	The	summer	months,	particularly	from	May	to	October,	are	marked	by	heavy	rainfall	and	high	temperatures.	These
conditions	can	bring	about	frequent	thunderstorms,	with	Taiwan’s	mountainous	terrain	often	amplifying	rainfall	in	certain	regions.	Typhoon	Season	Taiwan	is	frequently	affected	by	typhoons,	particularly	between	July	and	October.	These	storms	can	bring	intense	rainfall,	high	winds,	and	flooding,	posing	a	serious	risk	to	both	infrastructure	and
agriculture.	The	eastern	coast	and	southern	regions	are	often	the	hardest	hit,	but	the	entire	island	can	experience	the	effects	of	these	storms,	which	can	disrupt	daily	life	and	cause	extensive	damage.	Winter	Conditions	During	the	winter	months,	from	November	to	February,	the	climate	becomes	cooler,	especially	in	the	northern	and	central	regions.
While	the	lowland	areas	in	the	south	enjoy	mild	temperatures,	the	northern	parts	of	Taiwan	can	experience	temperatures	as	low	as	10°C	(50°F),	and	mountain	areas	may	receive	snowfall,	particularly	at	higher	elevations.	This	cooler	season	provides	a	respite	from	the	intense	summer	heat	and	is	ideal	for	tourists	interested	in	hiking	or	enjoying
Taiwan’s	natural	beauty.	People	of	Taiwan	Population	and	Demographics	As	of	recent	estimates,	Taiwan	has	a	population	of	approximately	23	million	people,	making	it	one	of	the	most	densely	populated	countries	in	the	world.	The	majority	of	the	population	is	of	Han	Chinese	descent,	specifically	from	the	Hoklo	and	Hakka	ethnic	groups.	These	groups
arrived	in	Taiwan	during	different	historical	periods,	contributing	to	the	country’s	cultural	diversity.	There	are	also	indigenous	groups	in	Taiwan,	collectively	known	as	the	Formosan	peoples,	who	have	lived	on	the	island	for	thousands	of	years.	These	indigenous	groups,	numbering	around	2%	of	the	population,	are	divided	into	several	tribes,	each	with
its	own	distinct	languages,	customs,	and	traditions.	The	population	is	highly	urbanized,	with	around	70%	of	the	population	living	in	urban	areas.	The	capital	city,	Taipei,	along	with	other	cities	like	Kaohsiung,	Taichung,	and	Tainan,	are	economic	and	cultural	centers,	drawing	people	from	rural	areas	seeking	work	and	better	living	conditions.	Language
The	official	language	of	Taiwan	is	Mandarin	Chinese,	also	known	as	Standard	Chinese.	It	is	used	in	government,	business,	and	education.	However,	many	Taiwanese	also	speak	a	variety	of	other	languages,	reflecting	the	island’s	cultural	diversity.	The	most	widely	spoken	native	language	is	Taiwanese	Hokkien	(also	known	as	Taiwanese),	a	Southern
Min	dialect,	particularly	in	the	southern	and	central	regions.	Hakka,	another	Chinese	language,	is	spoken	by	the	Hakka	people,	primarily	in	the	western	part	of	the	island.	Taiwan’s	indigenous	people	speak	a	range	of	Austronesian	languages,	many	of	which	are	endangered.	Additionally,	English	is	widely	taught	in	schools	and	spoken	in	urban	areas,
especially	among	younger	generations	and	in	business	contexts.	Religion	Taiwan	is	religiously	diverse,	with	a	mix	of	traditional	Chinese	religions,	Buddhism,	Taoism,	and	Christianity.	Many	Taiwanese	practice	a	blend	of	Buddhism	and	Taoism,	with	elements	of	Confucianism	also	influencing	cultural	practices,	particularly	around	family	life	and	rituals.
Temples	dedicated	to	various	deities	are	common	throughout	the	island,	and	religious	festivals,	such	as	the	Lantern	Festival	and	the	Mid-Autumn	Festival,	are	widely	celebrated.	Christianity,	both	Catholicism	and	Protestantism,	has	a	presence	in	Taiwan,	especially	among	the	younger	population.	In	addition,	there	are	smaller	communities	of	Muslims,
Jews,	and	practitioners	of	other	faiths.	The	freedom	of	religion	is	guaranteed	in	Taiwan’s	constitution,	and	religious	tolerance	is	a	significant	feature	of	the	society.	Education	and	Healthcare	Taiwan	has	a	well-developed	education	system,	with	high	literacy	rates	and	a	strong	emphasis	on	academic	achievement.	Primary	and	secondary	education	is
compulsory,	and	the	country	boasts	some	of	the	best	universities	in	the	world,	such	as	National	Taiwan	University.	Taiwanese	students	are	known	for	their	high	performance	in	international	assessments,	particularly	in	mathematics	and	science.	The	healthcare	system	in	Taiwan	is	among	the	best	in	Asia,	with	universal	health	coverage	provided
through	the	National	Health	Insurance	(NHI)	program.	The	system	offers	affordable	access	to	healthcare	for	all	residents,	and	Taiwan’s	life	expectancy	is	among	the	highest	in	the	world.	Economy	of	Taiwan	Key	Economic	Sectors	Taiwan	has	one	of	the	most	dynamic	and	innovative	economies	in	the	world.	The	country	is	a	global	leader	in	technology,
particularly	in	the	fields	of	semiconductors,	electronics,	and	information	technology.	Taiwan	is	home	to	major	technology	companies	like	Taiwan	Semiconductor	Manufacturing	Company	(TSMC),	which	is	the	world’s	largest	contract	chip	manufacturer,	and	Foxconn,	which	assembles	products	for	companies	like	Apple	and	Sony.	In	addition	to
technology,	Taiwan	has	a	well-developed	manufacturing	sector,	including	industries	such	as	machinery,	textiles,	and	chemicals.	The	country	is	also	a	major	exporter	of	electronic	products,	computers,	and	telecommunications	equipment.	Agriculture,	while	not	as	dominant	as	industry,	remains	an	important	sector,	with	Taiwan	producing	rice,	fruits,
vegetables,	and	tea,	which	are	staples	of	both	the	domestic	market	and	international	exports.	Trade	and	Exports	Taiwan	is	one	of	the	most	trade-dependent	economies	in	the	world,	with	exports	accounting	for	a	significant	portion	of	its	GDP.	The	country’s	main	export	partners	include	the	United	States,	China,	Japan,	and	other	Asian	countries.	Taiwan
exports	a	wide	range	of	products,	with	electronics	and	machinery	being	the	largest	categories.	In	addition,	Taiwan’s	high-tech	industry	plays	a	significant	role	in	global	supply	chains,	particularly	in	the	semiconductor	industry.	Taiwan	also	imports	raw	materials,	fuel,	and	foodstuffs,	which	are	necessary	for	its	manufacturing	sector	and	to	support	its
population.	The	country	has	extensive	shipping	connections	and	modern	ports,	such	as	the	Port	of	Kaohsiung,	which	is	one	of	the	busiest	in	the	world.	Economic	Challenges	and	Development	While	Taiwan’s	economy	has	been	highly	successful,	it	faces	several	challenges,	particularly	its	dependence	on	global	supply	chains	and	geopolitical	tensions
with	China.	Taiwan’s	political	status	is	contentious,	as	China	claims	the	island	as	part	of	its	territory,	leading	to	trade	and	diplomatic	challenges.	The	ongoing	trade	war	between	the	United	States	and	China	has	also	affected	Taiwan’s	trade	relationships,	as	both	countries	are	key	trade	partners	for	Taiwan.	Environmental	concerns,	such	as	air
pollution,	waste	management,	and	limited	natural	resources,	also	pose	challenges	for	Taiwan’s	future	economic	growth.	However,	the	government	has	worked	to	address	these	issues	through	green	technologies,	infrastructure	investment,	and	sustainability	initiatives.	Government	and	Politics	Political	Structure	Taiwan	is	a	democratic	republic	with	a
multi-party	system.	The	government	is	structured	with	three	branches:	the	executive,	legislative,	and	judicial	branches.	The	President	of	Taiwan	is	the	head	of	state	and	government	and	is	elected	for	a	four-year	term,	with	the	possibility	of	re-election	for	a	second	term.	The	President	appoints	a	Premier,	who	heads	the	Executive	Yuan,	the
administrative	branch	of	the	government.	Taiwan’s	legislature,	the	Legislative	Yuan,	is	unicameral,	consisting	of	113	members	who	are	elected	every	four	years.	These	members	represent	a	mix	of	constituencies	and	political	parties,	and	the	legislature	is	responsible	for	passing	laws,	approving	the	budget,	and	overseeing	the	executive	branch.
Political	History	Taiwan’s	political	history	is	closely	tied	to	its	relationship	with	China.	After	the	Chinese	Civil	War,	the	Republic	of	China	(ROC)	government,	led	by	the	Kuomintang	(KMT),	retreated	to	Taiwan	in	1949,	where	it	maintained	control	over	the	island	while	the	People’s	Republic	of	China	(PRC)	was	established	on	the	mainland.	For	many
years,	Taiwan	was	under	martial	law,	with	political	opposition	suppressed.	In	the	late	1980s	and	early	1990s,	Taiwan	transitioned	to	a	democracy,	with	the	first	direct	presidential	election	held	in	1996.	Since	then,	Taiwan	has	developed	into	a	vibrant	democracy	with	regular	elections	and	a	multi-party	system,	though	tensions	with	China	remain	a
central	issue	in	Taiwanese	politics.	Recent	Political	Developments	In	recent	years,	Taiwan	has	faced	increasing	pressure	from	China,	which	seeks	reunification	with	the	island.	However,	Taiwan’s	political	leadership,	particularly	under	the	Democratic	Progressive	Party	(DPP),	has	largely	resisted	these	pressures,	advocating	for	the	island’s	de	facto
independence	while	maintaining	strong	informal	relationships	with	other	countries,	including	the	United	States.	The	political	scene	in	Taiwan	is	characterized	by	competition	between	the	DPP	and	the	KMT,	with	debates	over	the	country’s	future	relations	with	China,	economic	policy,	and	social	issues.	Taiwan’s	political	environment	remains	dynamic,
with	ongoing	discussions	about	national	identity,	sovereignty,	and	democracy.	Culture	of	Taiwan	Arts	and	Music	Taiwan’s	culture	is	a	blend	of	indigenous	traditions,	Chinese	heritage,	and	modern	influences.	The	island’s	art	scene	is	vibrant,	with	contemporary	artists	gaining	recognition	internationally.	Traditional	Chinese	art,	including	painting,
calligraphy,	and	ceramics,	is	highly	respected,	and	many	Taiwanese	artists	draw	inspiration	from	these	traditions	while	incorporating	modern	techniques.	Music	in	Taiwan	reflects	its	multicultural	influences,	with	traditional	Chinese	music,	folk	songs,	and	pop	music	being	central	to	Taiwanese	culture.	Taiwanese	pop	music	(Mandopop)	is	widely
popular	across	Asia,	with	artists	like	Jay	Chou	and	A-Mei	achieving	international	fame.	Traditional	music,	including	Chinese	opera	and	indigenous	music,	is	also	an	important	part	of	the	country’s	cultural	heritage.	Festivals	and	Traditions	Taiwan	celebrates	a	variety	of	festivals	throughout	the	year,	many	of	which	have	religious	and	cultural
significance.	The	most	prominent	festival	is	the	Lunar	New	Year,	which	is	celebrated	with	family	gatherings,	traditional	foods,	and	various	rituals	to	ensure	good	fortune	for	the	coming	year.	Other	important	holidays	include	the	Lantern	Festival,	Dragon	Boat	Festival,	and	Mid-Autumn	Festival.	Indigenous	festivals,	such	as	the	Harvest	Festival	and	the
Orchid	Island	Ceremony,	are	also	celebrated	by	Taiwan’s	indigenous	communities,	reflecting	their	unique	cultural	practices	and	spiritual	beliefs.	Cuisine	Taiwan’s	cuisine	is	renowned	for	its	diverse	flavors	and	wide	range	of	ingredients.	Taiwanese	food	draws	from	Chinese	regional	styles,	particularly	from	Fujian	and	Guangdong,	but	also	incorporates
indigenous	and	Japanese	influences.	Street	food	is	an	integral	part	of	Taiwanese	culture,	with	night	markets	offering	an	array	of	dishes	such	as	bubble	tea,	stinky	tofu,	beef	noodles,	and	dumplings.	Rice,	noodles,	and	seafood	are	staples	of	the	diet,	while	vegetables	and	fruits	are	abundant	due	to	the	island’s	fertile	land.	Taiwanese	cuisine	is	known	for
its	emphasis	on	fresh	ingredients,	bold	flavors,	and	creative	preparation	techniques,	making	it	one	of	the	most	beloved	culinary	traditions	in	Asia.	Language	and	Literature	Taiwan	is	home	to	a	rich	literary	tradition,	with	classical	Chinese	literature	playing	a	central	role	in	Taiwanese	education.	In	recent	years,	Taiwanese	writers	have	gained
recognition	for	their	works,	which	often	explore	themes	of	identity,	politics,	and	modern	life.	The	promotion	of	the	Taiwanese	language	(Hokkien)	and	indigenous	languages	is	also	important	in	the	context	of	Taiwan’s	cultural	revival.	The	official	language	of	Taiwan	is	Mandarin,	but	Taiwanese	Hokkien	and	indigenous	languages	are	spoken	widely,
especially	in	rural	areas.	The	country’s	multilingualism	is	an	important	part	of	its	identity,	with	efforts	to	preserve	and	promote	regional	and	indigenous	languages	alongside	Mandarin.	Taiwan	Map	Visit	the	Definitions	and	Notes	page	to	view	a	description	of	each	topic.comparison	ranking:	total	138comparison	rankings:	total	58;	female	57;	male
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What	is	Taiwan	and	where	is	it	located?	What	does	it	mean	for	Taiwan	to	be	a	self-governing	island?	What	is	the	capital	city	of	Taiwan?	What	are	some	key	geographical	features	of	Taiwan?	What	is	the	official	language	spoken	in	Taiwan?	How	is	Taiwan's	government	structured	and	what	type	of	political	system	does	it	have?	What	are	some	important
cultural	traditions	or	festivals	in	Taiwan?	How	does	Taiwan's	economy	compare	to	other	countries	in	Asia?	What	has	been	the	historical	relationship	between	Taiwan	and	China?	What	is	Taiwan's	role	in	international	organizations	and	global	affairs	today?	Taiwan,	island	in	the	western	Pacific	Ocean	that	lies	roughly	100	miles	(160	km)	off	the	coast	of
southeastern	China.	It	is	approximately	245	miles	(395	km)	long	(north-south)	and	90	miles	(145	km)	across	at	its	widest	point.	Taipei,	in	the	north,	is	the	seat	of	government	of	the	Republic	of	China	(ROC;	Nationalist	China).	In	addition	to	the	main	island,	the	ROC	government	has	jurisdiction	over	22	islands	in	the	Taiwan	group	and	64	islands	to	the
west	in	the	P’eng-hu	(Pescadores)	archipelago.	Two	island	groups	controlled	by	the	ROC	government,	Matsu	and	Quemoy,	lie	just	off	the	coast	of	China’s	Fujian	(Fukien)	province.	In	the	East	China	Sea,	the	ROC	claims	the	group	of	islands	it	calls	Diaoyutai,	which	also	are	claimed	by	Japan	as	Senkaku	and	by	the	People’s	Republic	of	China	as	Diaoyu.
Moreover,	in	the	South	China	Sea,	the	ROC’s	claim	to	the	Paracels	is	disputed	with	the	People’s	Republic	of	China	and	Vietnam,	whereas	a	larger	group	of	countries—the	People’s	Republic	of	China,	Vietnam,	Malaysia,	and	the	Philippines,	in	addition	to	the	ROC—all	claim	the	Spratly	Islands.Prior	to	the	1600s,	Taiwan	was	self-governing,	although
there	was	no	central	ruling	authority.	It	was	a	colony	of	the	Netherlands	for	about	40	years	in	the	early	to	mid-17th	century	and	was	subsequently	independent	again	for	about	two	decades.	China	gained	control	there	in	the	late	17th	century	and	ruled	Taiwan	for	some	two	centuries.	Japan	acquired	Taiwan	in	1895	following	the	first	Sino-Japanese
War,	and	it	became	a	colony.	Head	Of	Government:	Premier:	Cho	Jung-tai	Population:	(2025	est.)	23,389,000	Currency	Exchange	Rate:	1	USD	equals	32.622	Taiwan	new	dollar	Seat	Of	Government:	Taipei	Head	Of	State:	President:	Lai	Ching-te	Form	Of	Government:	multiparty	republic	with	one	legislative	house	(Legislative	Yuan	[1131])	Official
Language:	Mandarin	Chinese	Official	Religion:	none	Official	Name:	Chung-hua	Min-kuo	(Republic	of	China)	Total	Area	(Sq	Km):	36,198	Total	Area	(Sq	Mi):	13,976	Monetary	Unit:	New	Taiwan	dollar	(NT$)	Population	Rank:	(2025)	60	Population	Projection	2030:	23,557,000	Density:	Persons	Per	Sq	Mi:	(2025)	1,673.5	Density:	Persons	Per	Sq	Km:
(2025)	646.1	Urban-Rural	Population:	Urban:	(2024)	80.4%	Rural:	(2024)	19.6%	Life	Expectancy	At	Birth:	Male:	(2021)	77.7	years	Female:	(2021)	84.3	years	Literacy:	Percentage	Of	Population	Age	15	And	Over	Literate:	Male:	not	available	Female:	not	available	Gni	(U.S.$	’000,000):	(2023)	729,077	Gni	Per	Capita	(U.S.$):	(2023)	31,044	Chinese
(Wade-Giles	romanization):	T’ai-wan	or	(Pinyin):	Taiwan	Portuguese:	Formosa	Taiwan	was	returned	to	Nationalist	Chinese	control	in	1945	following	Japan’s	defeat	in	World	War	II.	However,	in	1949	Chinese	communist	armies	defeated	Nationalist	forces	on	the	mainland	and	established	the	People’s	Republic	of	China	there.	The	Nationalist	government
and	armies	fled	to	Taiwan,	again	resulting	in	the	separation	of	Taiwan	from	China.	In	the	ensuing	years	the	ROC	claimed	jurisdiction	over	the	Chinese	mainland	as	well	as	Taiwan,	although	in	the	early	1990s	Taiwan’s	government	dropped	this	claim	to	China.	The	Chinese	government	in	Beijing	has	maintained	that	it	has	jurisdiction	over	Taiwan	and
has	continued	to	propound	a	one-China	policy—a	position	that	few	countries	in	the	world	dispute.	There	has	been	no	agreement,	however,	on	how	or	when,	if	ever,	the	two	entities	will	be	reunified.	Taiwan,	roughly	oval	in	shape,	is	approximate	in	area	to	the	Netherlands	or	to	the	U.S.	states	of	Massachusetts,	Rhode	Island,	and	Connecticut	combined.
It	is	part	of	a	string	of	islands	off	the	coast	of	East	and	Southeast	Asia	extending	from	Japan	south	through	the	Philippines	to	Indonesia.	Taiwan	is	bounded	to	the	north	and	northeast	by	the	East	China	Sea,	with	the	Ryukyu	Islands	(the	southernmost	part	of	Japan)	to	the	northeast.	To	the	east	is	found	the	great	expanse	of	the	Pacific	Ocean,	and	to	the
south	is	the	Bashi	Channel,	which	separates	Taiwan	from	the	Philippines.	To	the	west	is	the	Taiwan	(Formosa)	Strait,	which	separates	Taiwan	from	the	Chinese	mainland.	Chung-yang	RangePortion	of	the	Chung-yang	(Zhongyang)	Range	in	eastern	Taiwan.Taiwan’s	volcanic	soil	and	the	frequency	of	earthquakes	on	the	island	indicate	a	common	origin
with	the	other	nearby	archipelagoes.	However,	the	configuration	of	its	coastlines	and	the	age	and	formations	of	rocks	on	Taiwan’s	west	coast	suggest	to	some	geologists	that	Taiwan	was	once	part	of	the	Asian	mainland.	In	general,	the	relief	of	the	island	consists	of	an	uplifted	crustal	block	that	trends	north-northeast	to	south-southwest.	The	interior	of
the	island	is	mountainous	and	slopes	sharply	downward	on	the	east	side	to	the	Pacific	and	more	gently	in	the	west	to	the	Taiwan	Strait.	Guess	the	Country	by	Its	Neighbors	Quiz	Mountains	cover	approximately	two-thirds	of	the	surface	of	the	island.	The	highest	are	in	the	Chung-yang	(Zhongyang,	or	Central)	Range	in	the	east,	which	extends	along	the
island’s	north-south	axis	and	in	many	places	descends	to	the	shoreline.	Several	dozen	peaks	in	the	range	tower	near	or	above	10,000	feet	(3,000	metres),	the	highest	being	Yu	(Jade)	Mountain,	which	rises	to	13,113	feet	(3,997	metres).	The	western	part	of	the	island,	consisting	of	terraced	tablelands	and	alluvial	plains,	has	most	of	Taiwan’s	flatland
and,	consequently,	the	bulk	of	its	farmland	and	most	of	its	population.	By	contrast,	the	east	coast—aside	from	one	major	rift	valley—provides	little	room	for	human	settlement.	An-p'ingPort	of	An-p'ing	(Anping)	district	of	T'ai-nan	(Tainan)	special	municipality,	southwestern	Taiwan.Many	of	Taiwan’s	best	harbours	are	located	along	the	western	coastline
—e.g.,	Kao-hsiung	(Gaoxiong)	and	An-p’ing	(Anping)	district	of	T’ai-nan	(Tainan)	special	municipality	in	the	southwest—with	the	exceptions	being	Suao	Bay	on	the	northeast	coast	and	Chi-lung	(Jilong,	or	Keelung)	on	the	northern	tip	of	the	island.	Most	of	the	farmland	and	consequently	most	of	the	population	are	to	be	found	on	the	western	part	of	the
island.	Taiwan	has	a	relatively	large	number	of	rivers	for	its	size,	but	they	are	mostly	short	and	small	and	are	not	navigable—the	exception	to	the	latter	description	being	the	Tan-shui	(Danshui,	or	Tamsui)	River,	which	flows	northward	from	the	mountains	and	passes	near	Taipei	before	emptying	into	the	Taiwan	Strait.	Most	of	Taiwan’s	rivers	originate
on	the	slopes	of	the	Chung-yang	Range,	and	those	that	flow	east	are	steeper	and	have	faster	flowing	currents	than	those	that	flow	west.	Riverbeds	of	the	west-flowing	streams,	after	leaving	the	mountains,	tend	to	be	wide	and	shallow	and	that,	together	with	the	fact	that	those	rivers	carry	considerable	silt,	makes	managing	water	resources	difficult.
The	Cho-shui	(Zhuoshui)	River	in	central	Taiwan	is	the	island’s	longest,	at	116	miles	(186	km),	and	the	Kao-p’ing	(Gaoping)	River	in	the	south	has	the	largest	drainage	basin.	Irrigation	and	drainage	channels	link	many	of	Taiwan’s	rivers.	The	soils	of	Taiwan	vary	considerably	in	fertility.	Because	the	island	is	of	volcanic	origin,	it	has	rich	soils.	However,
those	soils	have	largely	been	leeched	of	their	nutrients	by	heavy	rains	and	long-term	irrigation.	In	the	northern	part	of	the	island,	the	soils	in	arable	areas	are	primarily	acid	alluvials	and	latosols;	in	the	south,	areas	of	arable	land	have	neutral	to	weak-alkaline	and	planosol-like	alluvial	soils.	Much	of	Taiwan’s	soil	is	deficient	in	phosphorous	and	potash,
and	fertilizers	are	needed	to	produce	good	harvests,	especially	where	the	land	is	double	cropped.	Taiwan	is	an	island	country	located	at	the	western	edge	of	the	Pacific	Ocean.	The	main	island	of	the	country	covers	an	area	of	35,808	sq.	km.		About	two-thirds	of	Taiwan	is	a	rugged	mountain	landscape.	As	observed	on	the	physical	map	of	Taiwan,	the
Chung-yang	Shan	range	(central)	dominates	the	island.	It	has	over	200	peaks	exceeding	3,000	m	in	elevation.		The	upright	yellow	triangle	on	the	map	represents	the	highest	point	of	Taiwan.	It	is	the	3,952	m	tall	Yu	Shan	located	in	the	central	mountain	region.	West	of	the	central	mountain	range	the	land	is	covered	by	rolling	hills	that	descend	gently
into	a	somewhat	flat	region,	north	to	south.	Taiwan	is	a	geologically	active	island;	earthquakes	are	frequent	and	the	island	is	punctuated	by	numerous	steam	vents	and	hot	sulfur	springs.	In	fact,	Taiwan	experiences	as	much	as	15,000	to	18,000	earthquakes	each	year;	800	to	1,000	of	which	are	noticed	by	people.	Taiwan	is	a	geologically	active	island;
earthquakes	are	frequent	and	the	island	is	punctuated	by	numerous	steam	vents	and	hot	sulfur	springs.	In	fact,	Taiwan	experiences	as	much	as	15,000	to	18,000	earthquakes	each	year;	800	to	1,000	of	which	are	noticed	by	people.	The	largest	body	of	water	in	Taiwan	is	Sun	Moon	Lake;	as	well,	there	are	over	150	rivers	and	large	streams	rising	in	the
central	mountains,	with	the	most	significant	rivers	including	the	Choshui	and	Kaoping.	It	claims	numerous	(small)	islands	within	its	immediate	territories	and	off	the	coast	of	China,	including	the	islands	of	Quemoy,	Matsu	and	Wuchiu.	The	South	China	Sea	is	the	lowest	point	of	Taiwan	at	0	m.	The	country	includes	the	main	island	of	Taiwan	plus
smaller	islands	nearby	and	off	coast	of	China's	Fujian	Province.	Taiwan	is	divided	into	13	counties,	3	cities,	and	6	special	municipalities	directly	under	the	jurisdiction	of	the	Executive	Yuan.	The	13	counties	are:	Changhua,	Chiayi,	Hsinchu,	Hualien,	Kinmen,	Lienchiang,	Miaoli,	Nantou,	Penghu,	Pingtung,	Taitung,	Yilan,	Yunlin.	The	3	cities	are:	Chiayi,
Hsinchu,	Keelung.	The	6	special	municipalities	are:	Kaohsiung	(city),	New	Taipei	(city),	Taichung	(city),	Tainan	(city),	Taipei	(city),	Taoyuan	(city).	Taipei	city	located	in	northern	Taiwan	serves	as	the	country's	capital	city.	Taiwan	(Republic	of	China)	is	located	about	160	km	off	the	Southeast	coast	of	the	continent	of	Asia,	at	the	western	edge	of	the
Pacific	Ocean	between	Japan	and	the	Philippines.	It	is	located	in	the	Northern	and	Eastern	hemispheres	of	the	Earth.	It	is	bounded	by	the	East	China	Sea	in	the	north	and	the	Ryukyu	Islands	in	the	northeast.	The	vast	Pacific	Ocean	lies	to	the	east	of	Taiwan,	and	the	Bashi	Channel	to	the	south.	The	Formosa	or	Taiwan	Strait	separates	it	from	mainland
China.	Regional	Maps:	Map	of	Asia	This	page	was	last	updated	on	February	24,	2021	Getty	ImagesChina	sees	self-ruled	Taiwan	as	a	breakaway	province	that	will	eventually	be	under	Beijing's	control	-	and	has	not	ruled	out	the	use	of	force	to	take	the	island.	But	Taiwan	sees	itself	as	distinct	from	the	Chinese	mainland,	with	its	own	constitution	and
democratically-elected	leaders.	Taiwan	has	strong	links	to	China,	its	biggest	trading	partner.	And	many	Taiwanese	have	business	and	family	connections	across	the	strait.	But	over	time,	polls	show	that	the	number	of	people	who	identify	as	Taiwanese,	as	opposed	to	Chinese,	has	gone	up.	Has	Taiwan	always	been	separate	from	China?The	island,	which
is	roughly	100	miles	from	the	coast	of	south-east	China,	has	been	home	to	various	indigenous	tribes	for	centuries.	Historical	sources	suggest	it	first	came	under	the	full	control	of	a	Chinese	empire	in	the	17th	Century.	It	became	a	Japanese	colony	in	1895,	after	the	Qing	empire	lost	the	first	Sino-Japanese	war.	Then	in	1945,	after	Japan	lost	World	War
Two,	China	took	the	island	but	now	a	nationalist	government,	led	by	General	Chiang	Kai-shek,	was	in	power.This	was	at	the	height	of	a	decades-long	conflict	between	Chiang's	forces	and	Mao	Zedong's	Communist	Party.	When	the	communists	won	in	1949,	Chiang	and	what	was	left	of	the	nationalist	party,	known	as	the	Kuomintang	or	KMT,	fled	to
Taiwan,	where	they	ruled	for	several	decades.	They	called	this	the	Republic	of	China,	a	name	Taiwan	has	retained.	The	Chinese	Communist	Party	points	to	this	history	to	claim	Taiwan.	But	the	Taiwanese	point	to	the	same	history	to	argue	that	they	were	not	part	of	the	modern	Chinese	state	that	was	first	formed	after	the	revolution	in	1911	-	or	the
People's	Republic	of	China	that	was	established	under	Mao	in	1949.Today,	only	12	countries	(plus	the	Vatican)	officially	recognise	Taiwan.	The	US	decision	to	switch	diplomatic	recognition	from	Taipei	to	Beijing	in	1979	was	the	turning	point.	And	a	richer,	more	powerful	China	exerts	pressure	so	more	countries	do	not	recognise	Taiwan	or	lend	it
support.	But	America	remains	the	island's	strongest	ally,	sells	arms	to	it	and	has	vowed	to	help	in	case	of	a	Chinese	attack.	Can	Taiwan	defend	itself?China	has	spoken	of	"peaceful	reunification"	-	a	long-term	goal	to	win	over	the	island's	population	through	soft	power	and	CCP-sponsored	messaging	that	shows	unification	in	a	positive	light.	But	Beijing
has	also	used	threats.	President	Xi	Jinping	has	said	"reunification"	with	the	island	must	be	fulfilled	and	is	believed	to	have	a	deadline.	In	a	military	confrontation,	China's	armed	forces	would	dwarf	those	of	Taiwan.China	is	the	second-biggest	spender	on	defence	after	the	US	and	could	draw	on	a	huge	range	of	capabilities,	from	naval	power	to	missile
technology,	aircraft	and	cyber	attacks.Some	Western	experts	predict	that	Taiwan	could	at	best	aim	to	slow	a	Chinese	attack,	try	to	prevent	a	shore	landing	by	amphibious	forces,	and	mount	guerrilla	strikes	while	waiting	for	outside	help.And	that	help	could	come	from	the	US.	But	for	decades	Washington	has	walked	a	diplomatic	tightrope	between
Beijing	and	Taipei	-	and	has	been	deliberately	unclear	about	whether	or	how	it	would	defend	Taiwan	in	the	event	of	an	attack.US-China	ties	have,	however,	soured	in	recent	years.	And	Beijing	often	accuses	the	US	of	reneging	on	its	"One-China"	policy,	which	recognises	only	one	Chinese	government,	in	Beijing.	But	Washington	denies	this,	saying	the
status	quo	has	not	changed.	What	is	the	strategic	importance	of	Taiwan?	Taiwan	sits	in	the	so-called	"first	island	chain",	which	includes	a	list	of	US-friendly	territories	that	are	crucial	to	Washington's	foreign	policy	in	the	region.	Taiwan's	economy	is	another	factor.	Much	of	the	world's	electronics	-	from	phones	to	electric	cars	-	are	powered	by
computer	chips	made	in	Taiwan.	By	one	measure,	a	single	Taiwanese	company	-	the	Taiwan	Semiconductor	Manufacturing	Company	or	TSMC	-	has	over	half	of	the	world's	market.So	if	China	takes	the	island,	it	could	be	freer	to	project	power	in	the	western	Pacific	and	rival	the	US.	Beijing	would	also	have	control	over	an	industry	that	drive	the	global
economy.	But	China	insists	that	its	intentions	are	peaceful	-	and	accuses	the	US	of	encircling	it	with	military	bases	that	stretch	from	Australia	in	the	south	to	Japan	in	the	north.This	article	was	amended	in	July	2022	to	provide	more	historical	background	about	Taiwan's	status.	You	may	also	be	interested	in...Why	China	could	win	the	new	global	arms
race


