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Previous - Japanese old coins Empire of Japan (since 1868) Reform 1948Yen (F3)=100 sen Hirohito - Showa period BB (1926-1989) modern type coinage (1948-1989) 500 yen 1983 (1982-1989)nickel-brasscirculation coinage500 / SHOWA 58 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO)Coin value ~ 5-7 USD 500 yen 1985copper-nickelcommemorative
coinTsukuba Expo'85Diameter 30.0 mm. Weight 13.0 g.TSUKUBA EXPO'85 / 500 / SHOWA 60 YEAR / Circles within triangular design above value flanked by cherry blossomGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 500 YEN / Mount Tsukuba above cherry blossomsKM#88Coin value ~ 8-10 USD 500 yen 1985copper-nickelcommemorative coin100th
Anniversary of Governmental Cabinet SystemDiameter 30.0 mm. Weight 13.0 g.500 / SHOWA 60 YEAR / Value in squareGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 500 YEN / Prime Minister’s official residenceKM#89Coin value ~ 8-10 USD 500 yen 1986copper-nickelcommemorative coin60 Years of Reign of HirohitoDiameter 30.0 mm. Weight 13.0
g.Seiryoden (Shishinden) Palace in KyotoGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 500 YEN SHOWA 61 YEAR / Large chrysanthemumKM#90Coin value ~ 10-15 USD 500 yen 1988copper-nickelcommemorative coinOpening of Seikan TunnelDiameter 30.0 mm. Weight 13.0 g.500 YEN SHOWA 63 YEAR / Map within ribbonGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) /
500 YEN / Seikan tunnel flanked by seagullsKM#93Coin value ~ 10-15 USD 500 yen 1988copper-nickelcommemorative coinOpening of Seto BridgeDiameter 30.0 mm. Weight 13.0 g.500 YEN SHOWA 63 YEAR / Map within ribbonGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 500 YEN / Seto BridgeKM#94Coin value ~ 10-15 USD 100 yen 1957 (1957-1958)silver
0.600circulation coinageYEAR 32 SHOWA / 100 YENGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YENCoin value ~ 4-5 USD100 yen 1959 (1959-1966)silver 0.600circulation coinage_SHOWA/ 100 / 34 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YENCoin value ~ 3-4 USD100 yen 1988 (1967-1988)copper-nickelcirculation coinage100 / SHOWA 63
YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YENCoin value ~ 1-2 USD 100 yen 1964silver 0.600commemorative coinSummer Olympic Games in TokyoTOKYO 1964 / 100 / SHOWA 39 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YENCoin value ~ 4-5 USD 100 yen 1964silver 0.600commemorative coinSummer Olympic Games in TokyoDiameter 22.5
mm. Weight 4.8 g.TOKYO 1964 / 100 / SHOWA 39 YEAR / Olympic ringsGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YEN / Olympic torch and ringsKM#79Coin value ~ 4-5 USD100 yen 1970copper-nickelcommemorative coinEXPO 1970 in OsakaDiameter 28.0 mm. Weight 9.0 g.100 YEN / EXPO70 / SHOWA 45 YEAR / expo emblemGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON
GINKO) / 100 YEN / mount Fuji with cloudsKM#83Coin value ~ 3-4 USD100 yen 1972copper-nickelcommemorative coinWinter Olympic Games in SapporoDiameter 30.0 mm. Weight 12.0 g.1972 SAPPORO / 100 / SHOWA 47 YEAR / Olympic ringsGREAT JAPAN SAPPORO / 100 YEN / Olympic torchKM#84Coin value ~ 3-4 USD100 yen 1975copper-
nickelcommemorative coinEXPO 1975 in OkinawaDiameter 22.5 mm. Weight 4.8 g.EXPO75 OKINAWA / 100 / SHOWA 50 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YEN / Shureimon gate on the wavesKM#85Coin value ~ 2-3 USD100 yen 1976copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of ReignDiameter 30.0 mm. Weight 12.0 g.FIFTY
YEARS /100 YEN / SHOWA 51 YEAR / Imperial Seal of Japan flanked by phoenixesGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YEN / Ishibashi bridge and Imperial PalaceKM#86Coin value ~ 3-4 USD 50 yen 1956 (1955-1958)nickelSHOWA / 50 / 31 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 50 YENCoin value ~ 2-3 USD50 yen 1959 (1959-1966)copper-
nickel50 /SHOWA 34 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 50 YENCoin value ~ 2-3 USD50 yen 1973 (1967-1988)copper-nickel50 /SHOWA 47 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 50 YENCoin value ~ 1-2 USD 10 yen 1982 (1951-1989)bronze1951-1958 - edge reeded and 1951-1958 - edge smooth10 /SHOWA 57 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON
GINKO / 10 YENCoin value < US$1 5 yen 1949 (1948-1949)brass5 / YENGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / SHOWA 24 YEARCoin value ~ US$15 yen 1950 (1949-1958)brassold script5 YENGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / SHOWA 25 YEARCoin value ~ US$15 yen 1967 (1959-1989)brassnew script5 YENGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / SHOWA 42
YEARCoin value < US$1 1 yen 1950 (1948-1950)brassGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 1 YEN / SHOWA 25 YEAR1 YENCoin value ~ US$11 yen 1972 (1955-1989)aluminium1 YEN / SHOWA 47 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 1 YENCoin value < US$1 Akihito - Heisei period 5§ (1989-2019) 500 yen 1989nickel-brass500 / HEISEI FIRST
YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 500 YENCoin value ~ 10-15 USD500 yen 2009 (1990-2019)nickel-brass500 / HEISEI 21 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 500 YENCoin value ~ 5-7 USD 100 yen 1989copper-nickelcirculation coinage100 / HEISEI FIRST YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YENCoin value ~ 4-8 USD100 yen 2014
(1990-2019)copper-nickelcirculation coinage100 / HEISEI 26 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YENCoin value ~ 1-3 USD 100 yen 2015copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of speed railway - HokurikuDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN / HEISEI 27 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN /
HOKURIKU / 100 YEN / Hokuriku ShinkansenCoin value ~ 4-5 USD100 yen 2015copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of speed railway - JoetsuDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN / HEISEI 27 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN / JOETSU / 100 YEN / Joetsu ShinkansenCoin value ~ 4-5 USD100 yen
2015copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of speed railway - SanyoDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN / HEISEI 27 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN / SANYO / 100 YEN / Sanyo ShinkansenCoin value ~ 4-5 USD100 yen 2015copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of speed railway -
TohokuDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN / HEISEI 27 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN / TOHOKU / 100 YEN / Tohoku ShinkansenCoin value ~ 4-5 USD100 yen 2015copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of speed railway - TokaidoDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN /
HEISEI 27 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) /TOKAIDO / 100 YEN / Tokaido ShinkansenCoin value ~ 4-5 USD100 yen 2016copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of speed railway - AkitaDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN / HEISEI 28 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN / AKITA / 100
YEN / Akita ShinkansenCoin value ~ 2-3 USD100 yen 2016copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of speed railway - KyushuDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN / HEISEI 28 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) /KYUSHU / 100 YEN / Kyushu ShinkansenCoin value ~ 2-3 USD100 yen
2016copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th Anniversary of speed railway - YamagataDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN / HEISEI 28 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / YAMAGATA / 100 YEN / Yamagata ShinkansenCoin value ~ 2-3 USD100 yen 2016copper-nickelcommemorative coin50th
Anniversary of speed railway - HokkaidoDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.SHINKANSEN 50 YEARS / 100 YEN / HEISEI 28 YEAR / ShinkansenGREAT JAPAN / HOKKAIDO / 100 YEN / Hokkaido ShinkansenCoin value ~ 2-3 USD100 yen 2018copper-nickelOlympic Games 2020 in TokyoDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g. TOKYO 2020 / 100 YEN / HEISEI
30 YEAR / OLYMPIC GAMES TOKYO 2020 / Olympic ringsGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YEN / SwordsmanCoin value ~ 3-4 USD100 yen 2018copper-nickelcommemorative coinParalympic Games 2020 in TokyoDiameter 22.6 mm. Weight 4.8 g.TOKYO 2020 PARALIMPIC GAMES/ 100 YEN / HEISEI 30 YEAR / TOKYO 2020 PARALIMPIC
GAMES / EmblemGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YEN / Man in a wheelchair with a ballCoin value ~ 3-4 USD 50 yen 1989copper-nickel50 / HEISEI FIRST YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 50 YENCoin value ~ US$150 yen 1998 (1990-2019)copper-nickel50 / HEISEI 10 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 50 YENCoin value ~ US$1
10 yen 1989bronzel0 / HEISEI FIRST YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 10 YENCoin value < US$110 yen 2003 (1990-2019)bronze10 / HEISEI 15 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 10 YENCoin value < US$1 5 yen 1989brass5 YENGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / HEISEI FIRST YEARCoin value < US$15 yen 2014 (1990-2019)brassb
YENGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / HEISEI 26 YEARCoin value < US$1 1 yen 1989aluminium1 YEN / HEISEI FIRST YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 1 YENCoin value < US$11 yen 1993 (1990-2019)aluminium1 YEN / HEISEI 5 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) /1 YENCoin value < US$1 Emperor Naruhito - Reiwa period £#0 (since
2019) 500 yen 2019nickel-brass500 / REIWA FIRST YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 500 YENCoin value ~ 5-10 USD 500 yen 2021 (2020-2021)nickel-brass500 / REIWA 3 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 500 YENCoin value ~ 5-10 USD 500 yen 2021 (2021- )bimetallic - copper-nickel/brass500 / REIWA 3 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON
GINKO) / 500 YEN JAPAN / 500 YENCoin value ~ 5-10 USD 100 yen 2019copper-nickel100 / REIWA FIRST YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YENCoin value ~ 4-8 USD 100 yen 2021 (2020- )copper-nickel100 / REIWA 3 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 100 YENCoin value ~ 1-3 USD 50 yen 2019copper-nickel50 / REIWA FIRST
YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 50 YENCoin value ~ US$1 50 yen 2021 (2020- )copper-nickel50 / REIWA 3 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 50 YENCoin value ~ US$1 10 yen 2019bronze10 / REIWA FIRST YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 10 YENCoin value < US$1 10 yen 2021 (2020- )bronze10 / REIWA 3 YEARGREAT JAPAN
(NIPPON GINKO) / 10 YENCoin value < US$1 5 yen 2019brass5 YENGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / REIWA FIRST YEARCoin value < US$1 5 yen 2021 (2020- )brass5 YENGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / REIWA 3 YEARCoin value < US$1 1 yen 2019aluminium1 YEN / REIWA FIRST YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 1 YENCoin value <
US$1 1 yen 2021 (2020- )aluminium1 YEN / REIWA 3 YEARGREAT JAPAN (NIPPON GINKO) / 1 YENCoin value < US$1 Costs of Japan coins in this catalog approximate and indicated specifically for the coin shown in the picture.I do not buy or sell coins - this is just a catalog. This post contains affiliate links. For more information, please read our
affiliate disclosure.A cash-based society but only sometimes: coins in JapanToday marks the start of a new series on money in Japan. Travelers from the US may be used to using credit and debit cards for everything, but money in Japan, much like many aspects of their society, is technologically advanced in some places while woefully behind in others.
Some shops and restaurants will allow you to use a credit card, but there are many establishments that are still cash-only. You'll need to get to know the different kinds of money and where they can be useful.We start our guide off with THE COINS: In the US, coins are largely extraneous, to the point where you’d rather dump them in the take-a-penny
tray or leave them as part of your tip than take them with you. Their uselessness is also why we love cash-free transactions, because we don’t have to carry coins around. But in Japan, since there are so many cash transactions, you’ll end up getting a lot of coins, and you’ll need them for certain things that we’ll explain below. You also don’t need to
tip, so you’ll have to take them away with you, and will end up with a lot of change by the end of your trip. To cart around all this money, I carry one of these babies in my pocket: That’s right, a change purse. I carry a purse like Kirk Van Houten. It’s useful.One day, we’ll do a post on the best coin wallets on Amazon. However, that day is not
today.Where can you pay with coins in Japan? Video games, vending machines, and train ticket kiosks all take coins, which is why it’s useful to have them around. And if you're some sort of sicko who wants to subject yourself to pachinko, you’ll need coins to do that as well. Most of these situations, you can also use paper money, which we’ll cover in
the next installment. But hopefully I've hammered home the idea that you should plan ahead to use a lot of cash in Japan, and that you’ll likely be carrying around a pocket full of change at all times.Let’s examine the various coin denominations, how much they’re worth, and their uses.Types of coins in Japan The big gold one is the 500-yen coin. This is
the one you want to hold onto. A yen is worth a little bit less than a penny, but for simplicity’s sake, I think of 100 yen as 1 dollar. That means this is a five-dollar coin. You’ll want to make sure you don’t lose track of these since their value can add up.Editor’s note: Eriko tells me that 500-yen coins are actually silver, and they just look gold when
they’re dirty. Maybe she’s trying to trick me. I don’t know. But that’s what she says.The 100-yen coin, worth around a dollar ($1.60 in 2024!), is the most useful. Drinks in vending machines generally cost between 100 and 200 yen. Video games are usually 100 yen a play, as is pachinko. Any train ticket will be at least 100 yen, so you’ll need as many of
these as you can get your hands on. Due to the fact that there are $1 and $5 coins, the bills start at $10. That means any time you spend less than $10 and pay with a bill, all your change will be in coins. Hence the need for a coin wallet. The 50-yen coin is the same color as the 100, but it’s smaller and has a hole in the middle. The hole is useful if
you're digging around in your pocket and trying to find the right denomination. While smaller than the 100, it’s not smaller enough to avoid mistaking it for a 100 when glancing down at a big mess of coins. I wish it were a different color or shape so I wouldn’t accidentally put it in the train ticket machine thinking it’s a 100 and then stand there like
an idiot wondering why my ticket hasn’t come out.Americans are used to coins of 50 cents, 25 cents, and 10 cents, but in Japan, there is no 25-yen coin. This results in the use of a BUNCH of 10-yen coins, which will likely fill up your pocket or coin wallet quickly. They’re useful in vending machines, so burn them all on a Pocari Sweat or C.C. Lemon
when you get the chance. The five-yen coin is thin, lightweight, and has a hole in it like the 50. The one-yen coin is flimsy and tiny. These two coins are completely useless in every way. You can’t use them at train ticket kiosks. No one wants them. Your coin wallet will fill up with them until you decide to take the time to count them out in groups of 10-
50 and pay with them at the konbini. Avoid these at all costs.That’s it for our rundown of coins in Japan. Up next in part two of our guide to Japanese money, we’ll be talking about paper money, AKA bills, including why you shouldn’t use the word “bill” while in Japan. Stay tuned for more hot Japan tips!2024 Update: We now live in Tokyo. In Tokyo,
most businesses now take credit cards, including touchless technology where you just boop your card up against the deal. This eliminates the need for cash and coins in many situations. Trains in Tokyo use paper tickets, but you can also get a reusable Suica Card and fill it up with bills every now and then. This eliminates many of the other needs for
coins.If you're visiting Tokyo, use a Suica Card, and have a credit card with no foreign transaction fees, the only reasons to carry coins are vending machines and the rare souvenir stand or small shop that only takes cash. They exist, but there aren’t as many of them. But if you're traveling outside of Tokyo, especially if you're visiting small towns, be
prepared to use cash more than you’d like.If you’re going to be traveling by train a lot throughout Japan, consider getting a JR Pass. This is a pass that gives you unlimited train travel within Japan for a certain period of time. That way, you won’t have to worry about whether you’ve brought enough cash to buy train tickets to all the places you want to
go. If you hear about a cool city or festival, you can just hop on the train and go there. Depending on your plans, it could also save you money! GOBankingRates' editorial team is committed to bringing you unbiased reviews and information. We use data-driven methodologies to evaluate financial products and services - our reviews and ratings are not
influenced by advertisers. You can read more about our editorial guidelines and our products and services review methodology. 20 YearsHelping You Live Richer Trusted by Millions of Readers If you're a coin collector or are interested in becoming one, you can find some fascinating choices by expanding your search to Japan. Japanese coins are
known for their distinctive designs and craftsmanship — which is why many are valued at six figures or higher. Japan learned about coinage from China and issued its first bronze coins around 708 AD, according to Brittanica Money. Through the mid-10th century, Japan issued a dozen different coins, but that stopped for the next 600 years as Japan
moved toward grain and cloth for currency. Early in the 17th century, however, Japan returned to coinage by issuing the copper kwan-ei. Since then, Japan has issued a variety of gold, silver, copper and nickel coins. Here are 12 Japanese coins or coin sets with values that rise to nearly $2 million, according to the CoinValueLookup website. All dollar
amounts are based on actual sale prices and comments are from CoinValueLookup. Note that many of these examples are graded MS 60 (mint state) or higher. The Koban was used in the Edo feudal period in Japan. This specimen was made from gold mined on the island of Sado, making it one of the “most desirable” types of Koban for collectors. This
Oban formed part of the Pinnacle Collection sold in Hong Kong in 2021. It was estimated at between $20,000 and $30,000 but sold for much more than that. More than 16,500 Obans of this kind were minted, but the only one graded MS62 sold at auction in 2021 for much more than the expected price of $35,000 to $50,000. This 2 Yen was minted
during year 13 of the reign of Emperor Meiji — a year in which “relatively few” coins were minted, boosting its value. Like other Obans, this specimen is covered in hammer marks. But in this case the marks are arranged in columns rather than the “random positioning” found on examples from the era, which increases its value. This was offered at a
2021 auction and came in around the midpoint of its expected sale price of $200,000 to $300,000. This Oban is decorated with shallow, thin lines crossing the coin, which are “quite different” from the deep, thick lines on most Obans. This Oban was predicted to fetch between $200,000 and $300,000 at auction but ended up selling for much higher.
“Very few” of these coins were made, leading some experts to speculate that they were produced for presentation to high-ranking officials or foreign dignitaries, leading to the coin’s “exceptional quality.” This coin features a “very rare pattern” and is “beautifully engraved” with a dragon on one side and a sun and wreath on the other. This set of eight
coins were produced during a period when the ingot style coins of the feudal period were replaced by round coins of a “uniform size.” They were minted in London but the designs were “Japanese to the core.” This is one of the first Oban coins ever minted and today only six known are in existence. The pre-sale estimate was $700,000 to 900,000 but
the actual sales price was more than double that. You will need to use Japanese currency when traveling in Japan. This article provides basic information regarding the Japanese yen: denominations currently in use, typical exchange rates, and more. Japan uses the Japanese yen, with the international symbol being ¥. Currently, there are 1,000 yen,
2,000 yen, 5,000 yen, and 10,000 yen banknotes in circulation. Coins come in one-yen, five-yen, 10-yen, 50-yen, 100-yen and 500-yen denominations. Read also Yen Exchange Rates How much is your country's currency worth in yen? Look below for currency equivalent estimates (current as of Janury 2025). Foreign Currency Value Value in Japanese
Yen 1 US Dollar 158 yen 1 British Pound 196 yen 1 Australian Dollar 98 yen 1 Euro 163 yen 1 Taiwan New Dollar 4.81 yen 1 Chinese Yuan 21.58 yen 100 Korean Won 0.11 yen Read also Credit, Debit, and Other Cashless Options in Japan Although many businesses and transactions remain done via cash in Japan, electronic payment is becoming much
more popular countrywide. Department stores and chain supermarkets accept credit and debit cards. Many convenience stores and other businesses accept electronic payments like Pay Pay, along with a number of domestic payment apps and services. Another popular way of paying is via IC card--using your Suica, Pasmo, Icoca, or other prepaid
transportation cards to shop. It is still important to carry around cash, but you may not need as much as you think you do. Read also A Closer Look at Japanese Yen Japanese banknotes and coins come with various distinct markings. On July 3, 2024, Japan issued new 10,000 yen, 5,000 yen, and 1,000 yen banknotes. The old banknotes are still in use.
We have compiled a brief overview of the new and old banknotes and coins for your reference. The 10,000 Yen Bill Picture courtesy of National Printing Bureau The new 10,000 yen banknote features Eichi Shibusawa (1840-1931), a Japanese industrialist who made significant contributions to the establishment of 500 Japanese companies bringing
innovative ideas to Japan's early modern business world. The back of the banknote depicts the Marunouchi side of Tokyo Station. The front of the old 10,000 yen bill, which is still in use, has the portrait of Yukichi Fukuzawa (1835-1901), who was originally from the samurai class and became an intellectual and educator in the mid-to-late 1800s in
Japan. A 10,000 yen bill in your wallet is enough for a day of fun out in Tokyo or the city. You can enjoy a moderately-priced lunch, dinner, head to a museum, and go shopping for souvenirs with this amount of money. The 5,000 Yen Bill Picture courtesy of National Printing Bureau The front of the new 5,000 yen banknote features Umeko Tsuda (1864
- 1929), who promoted modern women's higher education and founded Joshi Eigaku Juku (now Tsuda University). The back of the banknote depicts wisteria flowers, which have been widely beloved since ancient times and are mentioned in ancient works such as the "Kojiki" and the poetry anthology "Man'yoshu." The old 5,000 yen bill is of a violet hue
and features Ichiyo Higuchi (1872-1896), Japan's first prominent female writer. Although she passed away at 24, she left behind several short stories and poetry that brought fresh insights into the Meiji-period literature. On average, it costs around 5,000 yen per person when dining out at well-known restaurants and or spending an evening with
drinks at an izakaya. If you want to have lunch at a traditional sit-down Japanese restaurant or sushi restaurant, you can expect to spend 5,000 yen. The 2,000 Yen Bill The design on the 2,000 yen bill features the Japanese literary classic, "The Tale of the Genji," and its author, Murasaki Shikibu. Making up just around 0.9% of the bills in circulation in
Japan, you will see this bill rarely, if at all. Be careful because it cannot be used in vending machines. If you want to indulge yourself and splurge at lunch in Tokyo, 2,000 yen is just about right. You might also want to charge 2,000 yen on your IC card for transportation if you are traveling more than an hour on a local train. The 1,000 Yen Bill Picture
courtesy of National Printing Bureau The front of the new 1,000 yen banknote features Shibasaburo Kitasato, a Japanese physician and bacteriologist who established the tetanus serum therapy. The back of the banknote depicts "The Great Wave off Kanagawa," one of the representative works of the Edo period ukiyo-e artist Katsushika Hokusai from
the "Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuji" series. The old 1,000 yen bill features the bacteriologist, Hideyo Noguchi, on the front. With 1,000 yen, you can buy a casual lunch at a chain restaurant. One option is a lunch set, which typically contains rice, a main dish, soup, and similar menu items. You can also enjoy a bowl of ramen for 1,000 yen or less. Read
also The 500-Yen Coin The 500 yen coin is actually the most recent yen coin minted in Japan. It is the largest of the yen coins, and you can feel its weight even in your wallet. Most bento boxes sold at convenience stores cost around 500 yen, and are a great option for someone trying to save money on food expenses. Inputting the keywords "one coin"
into a search engine will return an extensive list of places where you can eat lunch for a single 500 yen coin. For those seeking a pick-me-up, a latte or coffee drink from an upscale cafe in Japan will be priced at around 500 yen. The 100-Yen Coin The 100-yen coin is the Japanese equivalent of the one-dollar bill. It is the most commonly used coin on a
day-to-day basis and has a wide variety of uses in daily shopping. 100-yen coins are easiest to spend at vending machines, when paying at convenience stores, and also when playing games at arcades. At McDonald's, items on the "100-Yen Mac" menu, such as regular hamburgers, soft-serve ice cream, and small drinks, can be purchased with a 100-
yen coin. Items priced at 100 yen line the shelves at 100-yen stores: food, clothing, household goods and more. A basic omikuji paper fortune at a shrine or temple will usually cost 100 yen. Read also The 50 Yen Coin The chrysanthemum, cultivated for its appeal as a decorative flower, can be seen on the 50-yen coin. When first released, 50-yen coins
lacked holes in the middle. However, to make it easier to distinguish them from 100 yen coins at a glance, holes were incorporated into the design. 50-yen coins can be used to buy individually-packed candy known as dagashi, and these coins can also be used to buy discount drinks at places like Don Quijote. Read also The 10-Yen Coin The design of
the Phoenix Hall at Byodouin Temple in Kyoto, which is registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is featured on the bronze 10-yen coin. A 10-yen coin doesn't buy much on its own, but it can be convenient can charge an IC card with 10 yen coins and use them at vending machines. In case of an emergency, you can use 10-yen coins at public
payphones, which only accept 10 yen and 100 yen coins. You can get about 60 seconds of talk time during the day and about 80 seconds of talk time at night. The Five-Yen Coin Like the 50 yen coin, the design of the five-yen coin has a hole in the center. The words in Japanese for "five yen" and for "destiny" are both pronounced as "go en," so five yen
coins are said to be lucky. When visiting a temple or shrine in Japan, it is custom to make an offering using the five-yen coin due to this. You cannot use five-yen coins at vending machines, but cashiers in Japan will accept them. The One Yen Coin The one yen coin is made of aluminum and is extremely light, weighing in at just one gram. It is said that
producing a one-yen coin costs three yen. There is a saying in Japan that "he who laughs at one yen will weep at one yen," meaning that all money has value, even something as small as a one yen coin. One yen coins cannot usually be used at vending machines, ticket machines, and other automatic payment machines. However, feel free to use one
yens when you are shopping in person. Read also The value of 1000 yen in Japan can be considered moderate. It is roughly equivalent to around 9-10 US dollars, depending on the current exchange rate. In terms of everyday expenses in Japan, 1000 yen can buy you a decent meal at a budget restaurant, a few items at a convenience store, or cover
transportation costs for a short distance. However, for larger purchases or more upscale dining experiences, 1000 yen may not stretch as far. Japan is known for its varied cost of living, with major cities like Tokyo being more expensive than rural areas. The official currency of Japan is called the Japanese yen. In Japanese, it is denoted as [
(pronounced as "en"). The symbol for the yen is ¥. The yen is abbreviated as JPY internationally to distinguish it from other currencies. A good salary in Japan typically exceeds the average annual income of around 4.14 million yen. Factors such as the high cost of living, industry, experience level, and benefits contribute to what is considered a good
salary. It should provide for a comfortable lifestyle, savings, and leisure activities, tailored to individual circumstances and financial goals. Tipping is not a common practice in Japan and is generally not expected in most situations. In fact, tipping can sometimes be considered rude or confusing in Japanese culture. Service in Japan is typically of high
quality and the price you pay is expected to include all costs, so there is no need to tip at restaurants, hotels, taxis, or other service establishments. If you do try to tip, it may be refused or seen as a social faux pas. If you receive truly exceptional service or want to show appreciation in a non-monetary way, a polite thank you or some small gift from
your home country could be more culturally appropriate. The perceived weakness of the yen can be influenced by factors such as Japan's economic performance, monetary policy decisions, trade balance, market sentiment, exchange rates, inflation differentials, and global economic conditions. These complex interactions contribute to the fluctuations
in the value of the yen relative to other currencies. Get Familiar with Japanese Money This concludes our feature on the Japanese yen. We hope you found it useful. Enjoy shopping in Japan! Read also Are you interested in collecting valuable Japanese coins? Do you own such a coin and wonder whether it is worth money? Japanese coinage has come a
long way dating as far back as the 8th century. The country’s currency, including its coins, has also undergone numerous changes to become the global currency it is today. As you will discover, many of the most valuable Japanese coins are ancient, with few examples existing today. So whether you want to buy or sell, read on to find out which
Japanese coins are worth money. A Brief History of Japanese Coins The Japanese coinage dates back to 708 when the imperial government minted the Wadou Kaichin, early feudal coins. The minting of coins to be used as currency continued to 958, after which the government suspended operations involving the minting of coins. This made imperial
coins exceptionally scarce throughout Japan. After stopping coin production, the government began importing Chinese coins, widely used as circulating currency until the mid-1600s. The lack of streamlined regulation led to illegal activities such as making counterfeit Chinese and imperial coins, a state that dominated much of the 16th century. By the
17th century, the Tokugawa government started making its own coins with the name of each era appearing on the coin’s face. The three eras include the Keichou, Genna, and Kanei. The Kanei legend appeared in low-value currency and remained this way for many years afterward. At the start of the 1860s, the legend of small-value cash changed from
Kanei to Bunkyuu Tsuuhou. By the mid-1860s, a new currency system began emerging in Japan. The new system would lead to the establishment of the yen, which was pegged on the Western currency. In addition to copper, silver and gold coins, the government also allowed using feudal notes and gold-convertible paper money, referred to as Ryo.
Banks were also allowed to mint their own currency, but all of these currencies and a lack of a streamlined monetary system created confusion and unaccountability. Following the issues of the New Currency Act in 1871, Japan streamlined its monetary system. In addition to issuing new notes printed in German, it also issued silver coins to facilitate
commerce between Japan and its neighbors. More importantly, Japan’s yen aligned with international gold standards. Now let’s look at examples of some of the most valuable Japanese coins. Most Valuable Japanese Coins Worth Money 1. 1588 Hishi Oban 10 Ryo The 10 Ryo, struck in 1588, is undeniably the most valuable Japanese coin. It is among
the first Oban coins to be struck in the country and originates from the Tensho period. In Japanese history and culture, Oban were large, oval-shaped plates cut from gold. They topped the ranks as the country’s largest denomination. Unlike other ancient Japanese coins, the Oban typically features the Kiri stamps constituting three stars imprinted on
the floor. This particular example, dating back to 1588, is exceptionally rare, with only six known examples. You will notice some hand-written inscriptions on the front of the plate, but it is still unknown what those writings were meant to be when this coin was struck. That aside, the Professional Coin Grading Service (PCGS) graded this example as an
MS60. The fact that such an ancient coin, the size of a dollar bill, was struck in gold increases its intrinsic value. The coin’s rarity also adds to its value. There was a lot of interest in the 10 Ryo among collectors when it came up for auction in 2021, and eventually, the coin sold for an eye-watering $1.9 million. 2. 1870 10 Yen Pattern Gold Year 3 This
coin was first stuck in 1870 and continued the tradition of large, hefty coins. Measuring about 32 millimeters in diameter, the coin spots a stunning pattern consisting of a fiery dragon on the obverse and a dainty wreath on the reverse. Examples are far apart and rarely come up for auction sales. One particular example was graded MS61, which is
quite impressive for a coin this old. The coin shows little to no signs of contact, although there is a tiny cut on the reverse, probably resulting from the use of old dies. There are only five known examples of the 10 Yen pattern gold coins, with three available for collectors to bid on. The other two are held in museums. The coin was initially estimated to
be about $150,0000, but it eventually fetched an enviable $666,000. 3. 1573-1591 Naga Oban 10 Ryo This is one of the rarest Obans of the Tensho era, believed to have been struck between 1573 and 1591. This coin features the usual ink captions in the obverse, although there is some noticeable dullness in the upper part. You will also notice that the
Kiri imprints are slightly uneven, which is common for coins struck in this era. These coins are already rare in their own right, but those with errors are rarer and more interesting to collectors and investors. One such error that came up for sale and drew much collector interest; it had a tiny but noticeable punch mark on the edge. This may have been
from a die break or a minting error related to the equipment used to strike the coins. The error coin was graded About Uncirculated (AU) and bears minor but visible signs of wear. Due to its peculiarity, this coin fetched a handsome $340,000 at a 2021 auction. 4. 1870 Japanese Pattern Coin Set Even though old Japanese coins are generally worth
money, some modern dates are equally valuable. For example, a set of coins struck in 1870 fetched a surprisingly handsome amount. This date is historically significant, marked two years after the Meiji Dynasty restored imperialism in the country. This period also saw the introduction of smaller, even and round-shaped coins. Although the coins were
struck in England, the design was inspired by Japanese history and culture and local artists were commissioned to oversee and participate in the coin’s redesign. It is unknown how many of these coins were struck. But today, only two known sets exist, making them exceptionally rare. One set came up for auction in 2021 in Hong Kong, where the
winning buyer paid $1.56 million, making this the most valuable Japanese coin sold so far. 5. 1695-1704 10 Ryo Oban Struck between 1695 and 1705, this 10 Ryo Oban from the Genroku era is a stunning example of an old coin in surprisingly good shape and worth equally good money. In modern numismatic terms, this specimen would be described
as a cameo, referring to its shiny, rainbow-y patina on the reverse and obverse. It was graded MS62 and is in excellent condition except for slight wear and tear on high points on the obverse. You may also notice subtle contact marks on the reverse. This 10 Ryo Oban, dated 1695-1704, came up for sale in 2021. Although it was expected to fetch
upward of $300,000, the winning bidder paid $264,000 for the coin, which is still pretty impressive. 6. 1695-1705 Oban 10 Ryo This is another example of a gold Oban from the Genroku era. Like the other examples, it spots an oval shape with ink captions on the obverse and reverse. Unlike most Obans, which feature thick and deep grooves on the
surface, this coin spots shallow and thin grooves. Otherwise, the Kiri imprints are uneven, and the signature shows some wear and tear, as with other examples. These subtle differences may not seem like much, but they are a big deal to collectors who fully see the value of a unique coin. While the PCGS graded the previous Oban 10 Ryo as MS62, this
example is graded MS1, which is still impressive considering this coin’s age. It sold for $288,000 at a 2020 auction. 7. 1880 Year 13 2 Yen Two yen coins are the rarest gold coins produced in 1880. This example dates to 1880, Year 13, during the leadership of Emperor Meiji. Few coins were minted that year, making the available ones very scarce and
valuable. This particular example was graded as genuine by the PCGS. It features significant contrasts between the surface and high points, while the fields are impressively smooth and lustrous. You will notice that this example does not have a rating. This is because of the small damage on an otherwise mint-state coin. When it was offered at
auction, the coin sold for $144,000, which is impressive given the damage it took and the lack of a numerical grade. 8. Sado Koban Gold Coin The Koban was minted during the Edo era. The gold coin was assigned a value of 1 Ryo, while its gold content increases its intrinsic value, making this coin attractive to collectors and investors. The Koban gold
coin, discovered serendipitously, is in surprisingly good shape. At close inspection, you will notice that it is evenly struck with few contact marks, which reveals the coin’s intricate details. Koban collectors are enthused by this coin’s high-quality features considering how ancient it is. Although the seller expected at least $30,000 for this certified-
Genuine Koban, the buying bidder paid double the price, closing the auction at $75,000 and walking away with one of the most attractive Koban Japanese coins. 9. 1658-1695 10 Ryo Meireki Oban This gold Oban originates from the Keicho era. Like other coins from this era, this one exhibits slight fading of the ink on the high points. The Kiri marks
are uneven but very clear, while the hammer marks are organized meticulously in columns. This coin combines design elements from the Genroku and Keicho periods. It showed slight contact marks and a paling yellow-gold patina on the obverse and reverse and was graded MS61. When it came up for auction in 2021, this Oban fetched an impressive
$84,000. 10. 1877 Year 10 20 Yen This proof-like 20 yen was struck in 1877, the tenth year of Emperor Meiji’s rule. Few of these coins exist today, and this lone survivor was impressively graded MS64, just a point shy of being designated as gem quality. Still, the PCGS certified this coin as having proof-like qualities. Although not much has been
written about coins of this era, one can assume that these pieces were not meant for general circulation. Chances are they were struck as gifts for visiting dignitaries or VVIPs. This might explain why this coin would be in immaculate condition after more than 150 years. The coin also came up for sale in 2021, the first time in 20 years since another
example came up for auction. While the seller expected at least $500,000, this rare specimen sold for a record-shattering $840,000. Summary Collecting Japanese coins requires tact, research, and a bit of luck. If you are looking for the most valuable of these coins, we are talking about ancient pieces, some more than 150 years old. When sourcing
Japanese coins worth money, you want to pay attention to factors such as the coin’s condition, rarity, significance in Japan’s extensive history, and authenticity. As you can tell, these coins can fetch a fortune, so if you are lucky enough to own one, have it certified before bringing it to auction. If you want to invest, be prepared to shell out significant
amounts to acquire some of the most valuable Japanese coins in the market today. Facebook X LinkedIn Japan’s history and culture stretches back many centuries, and that’s mirrored in its currency. The country’s first coin was struck way back in 621 AD. So it’s perhaps not surprising that there are some highly collectable specimens on the market
today. We’'re going to explore the most valuable Japanese coins to have changed hands in recent years. We’ll find out why collectors were so keen to secure them. And we’ll reveal just how much they were willing to pay. So if you're ready, let’s get started! Most Valuable Japanese Coins 1. Hishi Oban (10 Ryo), ND Tensho Era (ca. 1588), PCGS MS60
Gold Shield This remarkable coin is one of the first Oban coins ever minted. It dates from the Tensho era, in around 1588. And there are only six known specimens of this type in existence. Obans were oval gold plates - the word means literally “large stamped piece”. And they were the largest denomination of the currency introduced by the military
dictator, or shogun, Tokugawa Ieyasu. This Oban is set apart from other kinds by the presence of three diamond shaped stamps on the obverse. These are known as “Kiri stamps”. Both sides are signed in ink. And on the obverse (the front) there are several characters inscribed by hand on the lower left portion. These may be graffiti, or they may have
had a more official purpose: two other Obans of this type are known to have similar additions. It was graded by the independent coin assessors, the PCGS - the Professional Coin Grading Service. They assessed it as MS60, meaning it was in “mint state”, with 60 points out of a possible 70 for its quality and condition. The rarity of the coin meant that it
excited huge interest from bidders when it was offered at auction in 2021. The pre-sale estimate was $700,000 to 900,000. But by the time the hammer fell, the price was $1.92 million. 2. 1870 Japan Pattern Coin Set While Japan’s coin making history stretches back over a thousand years, it’s not necessarily the oldest specimens that fetch the biggest
prices. This set of eight coins smashed records when it was presented at auction. And it dated from the relatively recent year of 1870. This was just two years into the restoration of imperialism with the Meiji Dynasty. And the new coins marked a distinct change in approach. Gone were the ingot style coins of the feudal period. In came round coins of a
uniform size. They were minted in London, but the designs were Japanese to the core. They were the work of the artist Tamoo Masuda, calligrapher Hyoka Ishii, and engraver Natsuo Kano. In London, they were translated into dies by engraver Leonard Charles Wyon. There are no official records of how many of the coins were minted. But today, only
two complete sets are known to exist. One of those is in the collection of the British Museum. The other was offered for sale at auction in Hong Kong in April 2021. It became the most valuable set of coins ever sold, with the winning bidder paying $1.56 million to secure it. 3. Gold 10 Yen Pattern, Year 3 (1870), PCGS SP61 Gold Shield This beautiful
gold coin is a very rare pattern for a 10 yen coin. It dates from 1870 and is similar to the coin from the previous year. This one, though, is larger, measuring 32 millimeters in diameter compared to just under 30 millimeters for the 1871 version. It is beautifully engraved with a dragon on one side, and a sun and wreath on the other. It was graded as a
specimen coin by the independent coin assessors the Professional Coin Grading Service, or PCGS. That means it’s not quite the quality of a proof coin, but better than one in mint state. The grading of 61 points is out of a maximum of 70. The coin shows light signs of handling, and there is one small mark on the rim of the reverse side, around the 1
o’clock position. It was perhaps those flaws that meant the coin was given a relatively conservative pre-sale estimate of $100,000 to $150,000. But it was a very rare coin, with only five known to exist. And of those, two were in museums, leaving just three for collectors to get their hands on. It was sold in Hong Kong in April 2021 by coin specialists
Stack’s Bowers. The price when the hammer fell was an estimate-busting $660,000. 4. 20 Yen, Year 10 (1877), PCGS MS64 Prooflike Gold Shield This 20 yen coin dates from 1877, the tenth year of the reign of Emperor Meiji. And despite being nearly 150 years old, it is in excellent condition. It was graded MS (mint state) 64 by the PCGS. And it was
highlighted as being almost as fine as a proof coin in its quality. Very few of these coins were ever made - so few, in fact, that they were probably struck for presentation to high-ranking officials or foreign dignitaries. That is probably also the reason for this coin’s exceptional quality, with its crisp detail, broad edges, and highly reflective fields. It was
offered for sale at the same 2021 Hong Kong auction that saw the 10 yen pattern coin go under the hammer. At that time, it had been over 20 years since another specimen had come to the market. And the guide price was broad - between $300,000 and $600,000. But in the event, the sale left even that upper estimate behind. The winning bidder paid
an astonishing $840,000 to add it to their collection. 5. Naga Oban (10 Ryo), ND Tensho Era (ca. 1573-1591), PCGS Genuine AU Details Gold Shield This is another Oban dating from the 16th century, in what’s known as the Tensho era. It’s a rare coin, and it’s particularly rare for it to appear for sale outside Japan. So when this one was offered at a
Hong Kong auction in 2021, it got collectors hot under the collar. The ink signature is complete, with just some fading to the upper section. The Kiri marks are unevenly applied, as would be expected for a piece from this period. The coin bore some faint scratches in one quarter, and a small punch mark towards one edge. It was graded “AU” by the
PCGS, standing for “almost uncirculated”. That’s one level down from “mint state”, and applies to a circulated coin with the most minor signs of wear. It was predicted to fetch between $200,000 and $300,000. But when the hammer fell, it had sold for $348,000. 6. Oban (10 Ryo), ND Genroku Era (ca. 1695-1704), PCGS MS61 Gold Shield This later
gold Oban dates from the Genroku era, between around 1695 and 1704. It is the characteristic ovoid shape, with a signature in ink on both sides. It is decorated with shallow, thin lines crossing the coin - quite different to the deep, thick lines on most Obans. The signature is almost complete, and there’s additional graffiti on the reverse. The control
marks and Kiri stamps are uneven. The method of decoration marks this out as an unusual example - and unusual means exciting for collectors. It had been assessed by the PCGS when it was offered for sale, achieving a grading of mint state 61. It sold in 2021 for $288,000. 7. Oban (10 Ryo), ND Genroku Era (ca. 1695-1704), PCGS MS62 Gold Shield
This is another attractive Oban dating from the Genroku era. It is in good condition for a coin of its age, graded mint state 62 by the PCGS. And it has an attractive and distinctive rainbow colored patina on both sides. The signature is in good condition, with minor loss of ink at the high points. There’s another inscription in ink on the reverse. It’s in
many ways very similar to the specimen graded MS61. The main difference is in the style of the control marks on the reverse. It was offered for sale in the same 2021 auction, with the same guide price of between $200,000 and $300,000. But despite its higher grading, this specimen fetched a slightly lower price of $264,000. 8. Oban (10 Ryo), ND
Tensho Era (ca. 1573-1609), PCGS MS63 Gold Shield This Oban is an early example that dates from the Tensho era. Like other Obans, it is covered in hammer marks. But in this case, they’re arranged in columns, rather than the random positioning found on most specimens of this date. In fact, the style of both the hammer marks and the signature
are ahead of their time. They more closely resemble those found on Obans made in the Keicho era, from 1596 to 1615. There are unevenly applied Kiri stamps and official emblems, and there’s a clear control mark on the reverse. The unusual nature of this Oban meant that it was of considerable interest to collectors. It was sold at auction in 2021, and
achieved a price of $156,000. 9. 2 Yen, Year 13 (1880), PCGS Genuine - Damage This 2 Yen coin dates from 1880, year 13 of the reign of Emperor Meiji. It was a year in which relatively few coins were minted, making survivors highly collectable. And 2 yen coins are the rarest of all the gold coins produced that year. This one is also a very attractive
example. It has smooth, reflective fields, with contrasting frost on the raised parts of the design. But it does have one problem. Look closely at the field on the left hand side of the dragon’s mouth, and you’ll see several thin scratches. It was for this reason that the PCGS, whilst confirming the coin’s authenticity, declined to give it a numerical grade.
And when it was offered for sale at auction, the estimate was a relatively modest $50,000 to $70,000. But the collectors at the sale in 2021 rated it far more highly. When the hammer fell, it had achieved a price of $114,000. 10. Oban (10 Ryo), ND Keicho Era (ca. 1601-95), PCGS MS62 Gold Shield This Oban dates from the Keicho era of the 17th
century. It has hammer marks in a neat series of seven columns. The Kiri marks and control marks are uneven. And on the reverse side, the control marks are neatly aligned, making this quite an unusual example. The ink signature has some areas of fading, and the same is true of the additional ink inscription on the reverse. And the reverse also has
two white stickers, with Japanese characters written on them. Over 16,500 Obans of this kind were minted. But this one was graded mint state 62 by the PCGS, making it the finest known example in existence. When it came to auction in 2021, it was expected to fetch between $35,000 and $50,000. In the event, it sold for $102,000. 11. Meireki Oban
(10 Ryo), ND Keicho Era (ca. 1658-95), PCGS MS61 Gold Shield This Oban is another that dates from the Keicho era. Like other Obans of this period, the hammer marks are neatly arranged in seven columns. The ink signature has some signs of fading on the highest points. There are uneven Kiri marks, clear, bold control marks, and an extra mark on
the reverse. The style is an interesting combination of Keicho and the succeeding Genroku era. The coin was graded mint state 61 by the PCGS, and bears evidence of light handling. The gold is an attractive pale yellow. This Oban formed part of the Pinnacle Collection sold in Hong Kong in 2021. It was estimated at between $20,000 and $30,000. But
it far exceeded those expectations, selling for $84,000. 12. Sado. Koban, ND, PCGS Genuine - Chop Mark, Unclassified Details Gold Shield The Koban was a coin used in the Edo feudal period in Japan. It was a key part of the Tokugawa coinage and had a value of 1 ryo. This specimen was made from gold mined on the island of Sado. That makes it one
of the most desirable types of Koban for collectors. It was also in excellent condition, with few signs of handling, neat and even chisel marks, and well struck stamps. All this makes it very rare. And it had been certified as the genuine article by the PCGS. When it was presented at auction in 2021, the guide price of $30,000 to $40,000 was soon left
behind. It eventually sold for $75,000. The Most Precious Japanese Coins That brings us to the end of our tour of the most valuable Japanese coins out there. We hope you’ve enjoyed learning more about these beautiful and precious objects. And although these are the créme de la creme, you don’t have to be a multimillionaire to collect Japanese coins.
You can pick up interesting and elegant examples at all price points. Happy collecting! Facebook Twitter Welcome to Japan coin catalog collection gallery and price list, organized by the standard notation of the World Coin Catalog (#KM). Here, you will find detailed information and values for each coin including old coins from Japan. To make your
search even easier, you can filter by coin name in the top field. Discover the rich history and unique characteristics of 's coins and add to your collection today. KM# Composition Gold Years 2022 Coin value KM# Composition Gold Years 2021 Coin value KM# Composition Gold Years 2021 Coin value KM# Composition Gold Years 2020 Coin value
KM# Composition Bimetalica Years 2025 Coin value KM# Composition Gold Years 2019 Coin value KM# Composition Gold Years 2021 Coin value KM# Composition Silver Years 2024 Coin value KM# Composition Silver Years 2024 Coin value KM# Composition Silver Years 2024 Coin value KM# Composition Silver Years 2023 Coin value KM #
Composition Silver Years 2022 Coin value KM# Composition Silver Years 2022 Coin value KM# Composition Silver Years 2025 Coin value KM# Composition Gold Years 2025 Coin value KM# 1.1a Composition Iron Years 1739 Coin value KM# 1.1C Composition Copper Years 1636 Coin value 3,39$ - 8,17$ KM# 1.2C Composition Copper Years 1668
Coin value KM# 4C Composition Copper Years 1861 Coin value 1,37$ - 10,45$ KM# 7C Composition Bronze Years 1835 Coin value 11,39$ - 18,96$ KM# 10y Composition Gold Years 1870 Coin value KM# 13y Composition Gold Years 1870, 1876, 1877, 1880, 1892 Coin value KM# 16.2 Composition Copper Years 1885 Coin value KM# 17.1
Composition Copper Years 1875, 1877, 1873, 1874, 1876 Coin value KM# 17.2 Composition Copper Years 1885, 1886 Coin value KM# 18C Composition Gold Years 1832 Coin value KM# 18.2 Composition Copper Years 1880, 1877, 1881, 1882, 1883, 1884, 1892 Coin value KM# 19 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1889 Coin value KM# 24
Composition Silver Years 1873 Coin value KM# 25.2A Composition Silver Years 1874, 1875, 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, 1883, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887 Coin value KM# 25.3A Composition Silver Years 1895, 1888, 1886, 1887, 1889, 1890, 1891, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1896, 1897, 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, 1908, 1912 Coin value KM# 29
Composition Silver Years 1911, 1912, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910 Coin value KM# 34y Composition Gold Years 1897, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 Coin value KM# 35 Composition Bronze Years 1915 Coin value KM# 42 Composition Bronze Years 1922, 1918, 1923, 1921, 1916, 1917, 1919, 1920, 1924 Coin value 0,80$ -
2,00$ KM# 43 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920 Coin value KM# 44 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1922, 1923, 1921, 1920 Coin value KM# 45 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1922, 1925, 1923, 1920, 1921, 1926 Coin value KM# 46 Composition Silver Years 1923, 1922, 1924, 1925, 1926 Coin value KM# 47 Composition
Bronze Years 1936, 1938, 1934, 1927, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1935, 1937 Coin value 0,72%$ - 5,00$ KM# 49 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1927, 1928, 1929, 1931, 1932 Coin value KM# 53 Composition Nickel Years 1933 Coin value KM# 54 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1936, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1937 Coin value KM# 55 Composition
Bronze Years 1938 Coin value KM# 56 Composition Aluminium Years 1939, 1940 Coin value 0,43$ - 0,62$ KM# 57 Composition Aluminium-bronze Years 1938, 1939, 1940 Coin value KM# 58 Composition Aluminium-bronze Years 1939, 1940, 1938 Coin value KM# 59 Composition Aluminium Years 1941, 1942, 1943 Coin value 0,15$ - 1,01$ KM# 59a
Composition Aluminium Years 1943 Coin value KM# 60 Composition Aluminium Years 1940, 1941 Coin value KM# 60a Composition Aluminium Years 1942, 1941 Coin value KM# 60b Composition Aluminium Years 1963 Coin value KM# 61.1 Composition Aluminium Years 1940, 1941 Coin value 0,48$ - 0,73$ KM# 61.2 Composition Aluminium Years
1941, 1942, 1943 Coin value KM# 61.3 Composition Aluminium Years 1943 Coin value KM# 62 Composition Stano-zinc Years 1944, 1945 Coin value 0,32$ - 1,00$ KM# 63 Composition Years 1944 Coin value KM# 64 Composition Stano-zinc Years 1944 Coin value KM# 65 Composition Stano-zinc Years 1945, 1946 Coin value KM# 67 Composition
Brass Years 1946 Coin value KM# 68 Composition Aluminium Years 1945, 1946 Coin value KM# 69 Composition Brass Years 1947, 1948 Coin value KM# 70 Composition Brass Years 1950, 1948, 1949 Coin value 0,60%$ - 0,64$ KM# 71 Composition Brass Years 1948, 1949 Coin value 0,43$ - 1,01$ KM# 72 Composition Brass Years 1949, 1952, 1951,
1950, 1953, 1957, 1958 Coin value 0,14$ - 8,27$ KM# 72a Composition Brass Years 1959, 1974, 1989, 1982, 1972, 1984, 1960, 1973, 1964, 1975, 1988, 1970, 1971, 1985, 1987, 1983, 1963, 1966, 1981, 1969, 1976, 1965, 1979, 1978, 1986, 1961, 1962, 1967, 1968, 1977, 1980 Coin value 0,05% - 7,40$ KM# 73 Composition Bronze Years 1951, 1953,
1955, 1958, 1954, 1952, 1957 Coin value 0,05$ - 14,99$ KM# 73a Composition Bronze Years 1959, 1984, 1989, 1973, 1981, 1969, 1982, 1974, 1976, 1967, 1975, 1963, 1978, 1964, 1970, 1961, 1971, 1983, 1977, 1979, 1987, 1980, 1985, 1988, 1962, 1960, 1965, 1972, 1966, 1968, 1986 Coin value 0,06$ - 15,74$ KM# 74 Composition Aluminium Years
1955, 1965, 1966, 1973, 1988, 1972, 1987, 1985, 1961, 1974, 1983, 1981, 1980, 1964, 1982, 1977, 1978, 1957, 1967, 1971, 1975, 1970, 1979, 1976, 1962, 1960, 1986, 1984, 1956, 1969, 1958, 1959, 1963, 1989 Coin value 0,02% - 1,83$ KM# 75 Composition Nickel Years 1955, 1957, 1956 Coin value 0,45%$ - 2,90$ KM# 76 Composition Nickel Years
1959, 1964, 1965, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1966 Coin value 0,38% - 3,006 KM# 77 Composition Silver Years 1957, 1958 Coin value KM# 78 Composition Silver Years 1959, 1965, 1960, 1961, 1963, 1966, 1964 Coin value 0,98% - 5,00$ KM# 79 Composition Silver Years 1964 Coin value 5,29$ - 9,46$ KM# 80 Composition Silver Years 1964 Coin value
KM# 81 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1967, 1988, 1969, 1981, 1977, 1970, 1975, 1974, 1976, 1987, 1984, 1972, 1978, 1985, 1968, 1986, 1973, 1979, 1971, 1982, 1983, 1980 Coin value 0,10% - 2,15$ KM# 82 Composition Years 1970, 1988, 1987, 1978, 1969, 1974, 1968, 1982, 1979, 1973, 1975, 1971, 1967, 1984, 1972, 1976, 1977, 1981, 1983,
1985, 1986, 1980 Coin value 0,23$ - 6,23$ KM# 83 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1970 Coin value KM# 84 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1972 Coin value KM# 85y Composition Copper-nickel Years 1975 Coin value KM# 86 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1976 Coin value KM# 87 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985,
1986, 1988 Coin value 0,89% - 7,46$ KM# 88 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1985 Coin value KM# 93 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1988 Coin value KM# 95.1 Composition Aluminium Years 1989 Coin value KM# 95.2 Composition Years 1997, 1991, 1996, 1993, 1990, 1995, 1992, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2008, 2000, 1994, 2007, 2004, 2001, 2002,
2005, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 Coin value 0,04$ - 1,28%$ KM# 96.1 Composition Brass Years 1989 Coin value KM# 96.2 Composition Brass Years 1995, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996, 1990, 1998, 2002, 2014, 1991, 1999, 2005, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 1997, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 Coin value 0,10% - 2,50$ KM# 97.1 Composition Bronze Years 1989 Coin value KM# 97.2 Composition Bronze Years 1998, 1992, 1990, 2003, 2009, 1991, 1997, 2004, 1996, 2001, 2005, 2011, 2000, 2010, 2006, 2014, 2007, 2002, 2008, 1999, 2018, 2015, 1994, 2012, 1993, 2013, 2016, 1995, 2017, 2019 Coin value 0,04$ -
4,98$ KM# 98.1 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1989 Coin value KM# 98.2 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2000, 1990, 2012, 2013, 1992, 2008, 2003, 1998, 2004, 2014, 2006, 2015, 2016, 1991, 2017, 1997, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2018, 2019 Coin value 0,24$ - 2,74$ KM# 99.2 Composition
Copper-nickel Years 1990, 1993 Coin value KM# 100 Composition Silver Years 1990 Coin value KM# 101.1 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1989 Coin value KM# 101.2 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1999, 1991, 1993, 1997, 1990, 1995, 1994, 1992, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 Coin value 0,32$ - 0,90$ KM# 103 Composition Silver Years 1990 Coin value KM# 104 Composition Silver Years 1990 Coin value KM# 105 Composition Gold Years 1990 Coin value KM# 107 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1993 Coin value KM# 123 Composition Copper-nickel Years 1999 Coin value KM#
125 Composition Nickel-brass Years 2000, 2001, 2011, 2014, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2016, 2019 Coin value 0,05$ - 10,85$ KM# 126 Composition Brass-nickel Years 2002 Coin value KM# 127 Composition Nickel-brass Years 2002 Coin value KM# 128 Composition Brass-nickel Years
2002 Coin value KM# 129 Composition Silver Years 2002 Coin value KM# 130 Composition Gold Years 2002 Coin value KM# 131 Composition Silver Years 2003 Coin value KM# 132 Composition Silver Years 2003 Coin value KM# 133 Composition Brass-nickel Years 2005 Coin value KM# 134 Composition Silver Years 2005 Coin value KM# 135
Composition Silver Years 2004 Coin value KM# 136 Composition Gold Years 2004 Coin value KM# 137 Composition Brass-nickel Years 2007 Coin value KM# 138 Composition Silver Years 2006 Coin value KM# 139 Composition Brass-nickel Years 2008 Coin value KM# 140 Composition Silver Years 2007 Coin value KM# 141 Composition Bimetalica
Years 2008 Coin value KM# 142 Composition Silver Years 2008 Coin value KM# 143 Composition Bimetalica Years 2008 Coin value KM# 144 Composition Silver Years 2008 Coin value KM# 145 Composition Bimetalica Years 2008 Coin value KM# 146 Composition Silver Years 2008 Coin value KM# 147 Composition Bimetalica Years 2009 Coin value
KM# 148 Composition Silver Years 2009 Coin value KM# 149 Composition Bimetalica Years 2009 Coin value KM# 150 Composition Silver Years 2009 Coin value KM# 153 Composition Bimetalica Years 2009 Coin value KM# 154 Composition Silver Years 2009 Coin value KM# 155 Composition Bimetalica Years 2009 Coin value KM# 156
Composition Silver Years 2009 Coin value KM# 158 Composition Gold Years 2009 Coin value KM# 159 Composition Bimetalica Years 2010 Coin value KM# 160 Composition Silver Years 2010 Coin value KM# 161 Composition Bimetalica Years 2010 Coin value KM# 162 Composition Silver Years 2010 Coin value KM# 163 Composition Bimetalica



Years 2010 Coin value KM# 164 Composition Silver Years 2010 Coin value KM# 165 Composition Bimetalica Years 2010 Coin value KM# 166 Composition Silver Years 2010 Coin value KM# 167 Composition Bimetalica Years 2010 Coin value KM# 168 Composition Silver Years 2010 Coin value KM# 169 Composition Bimetalica Years 2010 Coin value
KM# 170 Composition Silver Years 2010 Coin value KM# 171 Composition Bimetalica Years 2011 Coin value KM# 172 Composition Silver Years 2011 Coin value KM# 173 Composition Bimetalica Years 2011 Coin value KM# 174 Composition Silver Years 2011 Coin value KM# 175 Composition Bimetalica Years 2011 Coin value KM# 176
Composition Silver Years 2011 Coin value KM# 177 Composition Bimetalica Years 2011 Coin value KM# 178 Composition Silver Years 2011 Coin value KM# 179 Composition Bimetalica Years 2011 Coin value KM# 180 Composition Silver Years 2011 Coin value KM# 181 Composition Bimetalica Years 2011 Coin value KM# 182 Composition Silver
Years 2011 Coin value KM# 183 Composition Bimetalica Years 2012 Coin value KM# 184 Composition Silver Years 2012 Coin value KM# 185 Composition Bimetalica Years 2012 Coin value KM# 186 Composition Silver Years 2012 Coin value KM# 187 Composition Bimetalica Years 2012 Coin value KM# 188 Composition Silver Years 2012 Coin value
KM# 189 Composition Bimetalica Years 2012 Coin value KM# 190 Composition Silver Years 2012 Coin value KM# 191 Composition Bimetalica Years 2012 Coin value KM# 192 Composition Silver Years 2012 Coin value KM# 193 Composition Bimetalica Years 2012 Coin value KM# 194 Composition Silver Years 2012 Coin value KM# 195
Composition Silver Years 2012 Coin value KM# 196 Composition Bimetalica Years 2013 Coin value KM# 197 Composition Silver Years 2013 Coin value KM# 198 Composition Bimetalica Years 2013 Coin value KM# 199 Composition Silver Years 2013 Coin value KM# 200 Composition Bimetalica Years 2013 Coin value KM# 201 Composition Silver
Years 2013 Coin value KM# 202 Composition Bimetalica Years 2013 Coin value KM# 203 Composition Silver Years 2013 Coin value KM# 204 Composition Bimetalica Years 2013 Coin value KM# 205 Composition Silver Years 2013 Coin value KM# 206 Composition Bimetalica Years 2013 Coin value KM# 207 Composition Silver Years 2013 Coin value
KM# 208 Composition Bimetalica Years 2013 Coin value KM# 209 Composition Silver Years 2013 Coin value KM# 210 Composition Silver Years 2014 Coin value KM# 211 Composition Bimetalica Years 2014 Coin value KM# 212 Composition Silver Years 2014 Coin value KM# 213 Composition Bimetalica Years 2014 Coin value KM# 214
Composition Silver Years 2014 Coin value KM# 215 Composition Bimetalica Years 2014 Coin value KM# 216 Composition Silver Years 2014 Coin value KM# 217 Composition Bimetalica Years 2014 Coin value KM# 218 Composition Silver Years 2014 Coin value KM# 219 Composition Bimetalica Years 2014 Coin value KM# 220 Composition Silver
Years 2014 Coin value KM# 221 Composition Bimetalica Years 2014 Coin value KM# 222 Composition Silver Years 2014 Coin value KM# 223 Composition Years 2015 Coin value KM# 224 Composition Years 2015 Coin value KM# 225 Composition Years 2015 Coin value KM# 226 Composition Years 2015 Coin value KM# 227 Composition Years 2015
Coin value KM# 228 Composition Bimetalica Years 2015 Coin value KM# 229 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 230 Composition Bimetalica Years 2015 Coin value KM# 231 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 232 Composition Bimetalica Years 2015 Coin value KM# 233 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 234
Composition Bimetalica Years 2015 Coin value KM# 235 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 236 Composition Bimetalica Years 2015 Coin value KM# 237 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 238 Composition Bimetalica Years 2015 Coin value KM# 239 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 240 Composition
Bimetalica Years 2015 Coin value KM# 241 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 242 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 243 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 244 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 245 Composition Silver Years 2015 Coin value KM# 246 Composition Gold Years 2015 Coin value
KM# 247 Composition Gold Years 2015 Coin value KM# 248 Composition Gold Years 2015 Coin value KM# 249 Composition Gold Years 2015 Coin value KM# 250 Composition Copper banked in copper-nickel Years 2016 Coin value KM# 251 Composition Copper banked in copper-nickel Years 2016 Coin value KM# 252 Composition Copper banked
in copper-nickel Years 2016 Coin value KM# 253 Composition Copper banked in copper-nickel Years 2016 Coin value KM# 254 Composition Bimetalica Years 2016 Coin value KM# 255 Composition Bimetalica Years 2016 Coin value KM# 256 Composition Silver Years 2016 Coin value KM# 257 Composition Silver Years 2016 Coin value KM# 258
Composition Silver Years 2016 Coin value KM# 259 Composition Silver Years 2016 Coin value KM# 260 Composition Silver Years 2017 Coin value KM# 261 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2018 Coin value KM# 262 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2018 Coin value KM# 263 Composition Silver Years 2018 Coin value KM# 264 Composition Silver
Years 2018 Coin value KM# 265 Composition Silver Years 2018 Coin value KM# 266 Composition Gold Years 2018 Coin value KM# 267 Composition Silver Years 2018 Coin value KM# 268 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2019 Coin value KM# 269 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2019 Coin value KM# 270 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2019
Coin value KM# 271 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2019 Coin value KM# 272 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2019 Coin value KM# 273 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2019 Coin value KM# 274 Composition Bimetalica Years 2019 Coin value KM# 275 Composition Silver Years 2019 Coin value KM# 276 Composition Silver Years 2019 Coin
value KM# 277 Composition Silver Years 2019 Coin value KM# 278 Composition Silver Years 2019 Coin value KM# 280 Composition Silver Years 2019 Coin value KM# 281 Composition Gold Years 2019 Coin value KM# 282 Composition Gold Years 2019 Coin value KM# 283 Composition Aluminium Years 2019, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 Coin value
0,27$ - 0,64$ KM# 283 Composition Aluminium Years 2020 Coin value KM# 284 Composition Brass Years 2019, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 Coin value KM# 284 Composition Brass Years 2020 Coin value KM# 285 Composition Bronze Years 2019, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 Coin value 0,18$ - 1,57$ KM# 285 Composition Bronze Years 2020 Coin value
KM# 286 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2019 Coin value KM# 286 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 Coin value 2,32$ - 4,58$ KM# 287 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2019, 2022, 2024 Coin value KM# 287 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020, 2021, 2023 Coin value 1,51%$ - 3,00$ KM# 288 Composition Copper-
nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 289 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 290 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 291 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 292 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 293 Composition Nickel-brass Years 2019, 2020, 2021 Coin value KM#
293a Composition Bimetalica Years 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 Coin value 1,00$ - 8,68%$ KM# 294 Composition Bimetalica Years 2019 Coin value KM# 295 Composition Silver Years 2019, 2020 Coin value KM# 296 Composition Silver Years 2019, 2020 Coin value KM# 297 Composition Silver Years 2019, 2020 Coin value KM# 299 Composition Gold
Years 2019 Coin value KM# 300 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 301 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 302 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 303 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 304 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 305 Composition
Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 306 Composition Copper-nickel Years 2020 Coin value KM# 307 Composition Bimetalica Years 2020 Coin value KM# 308 Composition Bimetalica Years 2020 Coin value KM# 309 Composition Silver Years 2020 Coin value KM# 310 Composition Silver Years 2020 Coin value KM# 312 Composition Silver
Years 2020 Coin value KM# 314 Composition Silver Years 2021 Coin value KM# 315 Composition Silver Years 2021 Coin value KM# 323 Composition Silver Years 2024 Coin value KM# 324 Composition Silver Years 2024 Coin value KM# 325 Composition Silver Years 2024 Coin value KM# 326 Composition Silver Years 2024 Coin value Investing in
Japan coins can be a great opportunity for coin collectors and investors alike. The rich cultural and historical heritage of Japan is reflected in its coins, making them unique and valuable collectibles. One reason why Japan coins are attractive to investors is their rarity. Many Japan coins were produced in limited quantities, making them difficult to find
and increasing their value. Additionally, the historical events and political changes that have taken place in Japan over the years have had a significant impact on its coin production, further adding to their rarity and collectibility. Finally, the price of Japan old coins is also influenced by their age and condition. Coins that are in excellent condition and
date back to ancient times are often worth more than newer coins or those in poor condition. © 2025 World Coins Catalog Terms We are an eBay Partner and we are compensated if you make a purchase, thank you for your support!



