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EduDose is a leading Online Learning and Preparation website for Academic and Competitive Exams. At EduDose you will find free resources like Study Material, Online Tests/quizzes, Mock Tests, Solving Methods, Formulas, Shortcut Tricks, Examples and Exercises. These study resources are very useful for all academic and general competitive exams like UPSC, SSC,
Bank, Railway and all other exams conducted by Central and State Governments. Hello there! Are you ready to learn about direct and indirect speech? This is an important part of English that can help you express yourself clearly and accurately. Let's dive in! 1. What is Direct Speech?Direct speech is when you repeat exactly what someone said. You use quotation
marks to show their exact words. It’s like quoting them directly.Example:Sarah said, "I am going to the market."In this example, you can see Sarah's exact words inside the quotation marks. 2. What is Indirect Speech?Indirect speech is when you report what someone said without using their exact words. You don’t use quotation marks, and you often need to change the
tense and pronouns.Example:Sarah said that she was going to the market.Here, we are sharing the same information, but we are not quoting Sarah’s exact words. 3. Key Differences Between Direct and Indirect SpeechQuotation Marks: Direct speech uses quotation marks; indirect speech does not.Tense Changes: Often, the tense changes in indirect speech.Pronouns
Change: Pronouns may change to match the speaker. 4. How to Change Direct Speech to Indirect SpeechChanging direct speech to indirect speech can be simple if you follow these steps:Step 1: Remove the Quotation Marks Take away the quotation marks since we won’t need them in indirect speech. Direct Speech: He said, "I am happy."Indirect Speech: He said that
he was happy.Step 2: Change the Pronouns Change the pronouns to match the new speaker’s perspective.Direct Speech: She said, "I will call you."Indirect Speech: She said that she would call me.Step 3: Adjust the Tense Often, you need to change the tense when switching from direct to indirect speech.Direct Speech: They said, "We are learning English."Indirect
Speech: They said that they were learning English.Step 4: Use 'That' In indirect speech, we usually add the word 'that' to connect the two parts of the sentence. However, in some cases, 'that' can be optional.Direct Speech: John said, "I will visit you tomorrow."Indirect Speech: John said that he would visit me the next day.See also: Direct and Indirect Speech by Types of
Sentences- Statements, Questions, Commands, Exclamations. 5. Common Changes in Indirect SpeechHere are some common changes you need to make when converting direct speech to indirect speech:1. Tense Changes Direct Speech Tense Indirect Speech Tense Example(Direct Speech -> Indirect Speech) Present Simple Past Simple He said, "I eat an apple." -> He
said that he ate an apple. Present Continuous Past Continuous He said, "I am eating an apple." -> He said that he was eating an apple. Present Perfect Past Perfect He said, "I have eaten an apple." -> He said that he had eaten an apple. Present Perfect Continuous Past Perfect Continuous He said, "I have been eating an apple." -> He said that he had been eating an
apple. Past Simple Past Perfect He said, "I ate an apple." -> He said that he had eaten an apple. Past Continuous Past Perfect Continuous He said, "I was eating an apple." -> He said that he had been eating an apple. Past Perfect Past Perfect (No Change) He said, "I had eaten an apple." -> He said that he had eaten an apple. Past Perfect Continuous Past Perfect
Continuous (No Change) He said, "I had been eating an apple." -> He said that he had been eating an apple. Future Simple (will) Would He said, "I will eat an apple." -> He said that he would eat an apple. Future Continuous (will be) Would be He said, "I will be eating an apple." -> He said that he would be eating an apple. Future Perfect (will have) Would have He said,
"I will have eaten an apple." -> He said that he would have eaten an apple. Future Perfect Continuous (will have been) Would have been He said, "I will have been eating an apple." -> He said that he would have been eating an apple. 2. Modal Changes Direct Speech Modal Indirect Speech Modal Example(Direct Speech -> Indirect Speech) Will Would He said, "I will go
to the market." -> He said that he would go to the market. Can Could She said, "I can swim." -> She said that she could swim. May Might He said, "I may come early." -> He said that he might come early. Shall Should/Would He said, "I shall start now." -> He said that he should start now. / He said he would start now. Must Had to She said, "I must finish my work." ->
She said that she had to finish her work. Could Could (No Change) He said, "I could see the stars." -> He said that he could see the stars. Might Might (No Change) She said, "I might go to the party." -> She said that she might go to the party. Should Should (No Change) He said, "You should see this movie." -> He said that I should see the movie. Would Would (No
Change) She said, "I would help you." -> She said that she would help me. 3. Pronoun Changes Direct Speech Pronoun Indirect Speech Pronoun Example(Direct Speech -> Indirect Speech) I He/She He said, "I am happy." -> He said that he was happy. You I/He/She/They She said, "You are kind." -> She said that I was kind. We They They said, "We are going out." ->
They said that they were going out. OR They said that they and I were going out.(If you’re part of the group in the conversation, "we" includes you, so the pronoun must reflect that in indirect speech.) Me Him/Her He said, "She likes me." -> He said that she liked him. Us Them He said, "They gave us gifts." -> He said that they gave them gifts. My His/Her He said, "My
car is new." -> He said that his car was new. Your My/His/Her/Their She said, "Your house is big." -> She said that my house was big. Our Their They said, "Our team won." -> They said that their team won. Mine His/Hers She said, "This book is mine." -> She said that the book was hers. Yours Mine/His/Hers/Theirs He said, "This is yours." -> He said that it was mine.
Ours Theirs They said, "The victory is ours." -> They said that the victory was theirs. He He She said, "He is here." -> She said that he was there. She She He said, "She is singing." -> He said that she was singing. Him Him She said, "I saw him." -> She said that she saw him. Her Her He said, "I called her." -> He said that he called her. His His She said, "That is his
book." -> She said that was his book. Hers Hers He said, "The car is hers." -> He said that the car was hers. They They She said, "They are coming." -> She said that they were coming. Them Them He said, "I helped them." -> He said that he helped them. Their Their She said, "Their plan worked." -> She said that their plan worked. Theirs Theirs He said, "The house is
theirs." -> He said that the house was theirs. It It She said, "It is raining." -> She said that it was raining. Its Its He said, "Its color is blue." -> He said that its color was blue. 4. Time and Place Changes Direct Speech Indirect Speech Example(Direct Speech -> Indirect Speech) Now Then He said, "I am studying now." -> He said that he was studying then. Today That
day She said, "I will go today." -> She said that she would go that day. Tonight That night He said, "I will see you tonight." -> He said that he would see me that night. Tomorrow The next day / The following day She said, "I will visit you tomorrow." -> She said that she would visit me the next day. Yesterday The previous day / The day before He said, "I saw her
yesterday." -> He said that he had seen her the day before. Last night The previous night / The night before She said, "I was at home last night." -> She said that she had been at home the night before. Last week The previous week / The week before He said, "I met him last week." -> He said that he had met him the week before. Next week The next week / The
following week She said, "I will travel next week." -> She said that she would travel the following week. Ago Before He said, "I saw him two days ago." -> He said that he had seen him two days before. This That She said, "This is my book." -> She said that was her book. These Those He said, "These are my friends." -> He said that those were his friends. Here There She
said, "I am here." -> She said that she was there. Come Go He said, "Come here." -> He told me to go there. 6. Direct and Indirect Speech ExamplesTo master direct and indirect speech, practice is key. Try converting some sentences yourself and check if you got them right.Direct Speech: She said, "I can help you."Indirect Speech: She said that she could help
me.Direct Speech: They said, "We are going to the park."Indirect Speech: They said that they were going to the park.Direct Speech: "I am reading a book," Mary said.Indirect Speech: Mary said that she was reading a book.Direct Speech: John said, "I will meet you at the library."Indirect Speech: John said that he would meet me at the library.Direct Speech: "Can you
help me with my homework?" she asked.Indirect Speech: She asked if I could help her with her homework.Direct Speech: "We visited the museum yesterday," they said.Indirect Speech: They said that they had visited the museum the day before.Direct Speech: "I have finished my project," he announced.Indirect Speech: He announced that he had finished his project. 7.
Direct and Indirect Speech WorksheetConvert the Following Sentences from Direct to Indirect Speechl. Direct Speech: "I love ice cream," Sarah said. Indirect Speech: 2. Direct Speech: "We are going to the beach tomorrow," they told us. Indirect Speech: 3. Direct Speech: "Can you come to my party?" John
asked. Indirect Speech: 4. Direct Speech: "I have never been to Paris," she mentioned. Indirect Speech: 5. Direct Speech: "He will call you later," my mom said. Indirect Speech: Answers to the Worksheetl. Indirect Speech: Sarah said that she loved ice cream.2. Indirect Speech: They
told us that they were going to the beach the next day.3. Indirect Speech: John asked if I could come to his party.4. Indirect Speech: She mentioned that she had never been to Paris.5. Indirect Speech: My mom said that he would call me later. Practice with These Sentences6. Direct Speech: "I need some help with this task," Mark said. Indirect Speech:

7. Direct Speech: "We will finish our work soon," they announced. Indirect Speech: 8. Direct Speech: "Do you know the way to the station?" he asked. Indirect Speech: 9. Direct Speech: "I bought a new car last week," she said. Indirect Speech: 10. Direct
Speech: "You should visit the new museum," my friend suggested. Indirect Speech: Answers to the Practice Sentences6. Indirect Speech: Mark said that he needed some help with that task.7. Indirect Speech: They announced that they would finish their work soon.8. Indirect Speech: He asked if I knew the way to the station.9. Indirect
Speech: She said that she had bought a new car the previous week.10. Indirect Speech: My friend suggested that I should visit the new museum. Extra PracticeFor extra practice, try converting these direct speech sentences to indirect speech on your own:11. Direct Speech: "I am going to the concert tonight," he said.12. Direct Speech: "They are watching a movie,"
she mentioned.13. Direct Speech: "Can you lend me your book?" Sarah asked.14. Direct Speech: "I finished my homework," John announced.15. Direct Speech: "She will arrive at 7 PM," they said.Learning direct and indirect speech can be fun and easy! Remember to practice, and soon you'll be able to switch between them smoothly.Happy Learning!Keep practicing,
and you'll get better each day. Enjoy your journey of learning English! FAQs: Direct and Indirect Speech 1. What is Direct Speech? Direct speech is when you quote someone's exact words and place them within quotation marks. It captures what a person says word for word.Example:He said, “I am going to the store.” 2. What is Indirect Speech? Indirect speech (or
reported speech) is when you summarize or report what someone said without quoting their exact words. The sentence structure and pronouns may change, and quotation marks are not used.Example:He said that he was going to the store. 3. What are the main differences between Direct and Indirect Speech? Here are the key differences:Direct Speech: Uses quotation
marks and the speaker’s exact words.Example: She said, “I will help you.”Indirect Speech: Does not use quotation marks, and the original words are often changed to fit into the report.Example: She said that she would help me.4. How do you change a sentence from Direct Speech to Indirect Speech? When changing from direct to indirect speech, follow these
steps:Remove the quotation marks.Change the tense of the verb (if necessary) according to the reporting verb.Adjust the pronouns and time expressions.Add the word "that" if needed (it can be optional in some cases).For Example: Direct: “I am hungry,” she said. Indirect: She said (that) she was hungry. 5. How do the tenses change in Indirect Speech? When
converting direct speech to indirect speech, the tense often changes depending on the original tense of the sentence:Present simple — Past simple: “I eat lunch,” he said. —» He said that he ate lunch.Present continuous — Past continuous: “I am eating,” she said. — She said that she was eating.Present perfect — Past perfect: “I have eaten,” she said. —» She said that she
had eaten.Will - Would: “I will go,” he said. = He said that he would go. 6. Do we always need to change the tense in Indirect Speech? No, if the reporting verb (e.g., said, told) is in the present or if the statement being reported is still true or relevant, the tense does not always change.Example:Direct: He says, “I am tired.”Indirect: He says that he is tired. (The tense
stays the same.) 7. What changes do we make to pronouns in Indirect Speech? When converting direct speech to indirect speech, the pronouns often change to reflect the perspective of the speaker.Direct: “I love this book,” she said.Indirect: She said that she loved that book. 8. How do time expressions change in Indirect Speech? Time expressions in direct speech
often need to be adjusted when converting to indirect speech. Here are some common changes:Today — That dayTomorrow — The next day / The following dayYesterday — The day beforeNow — ThenThis time — That timeHere — There Example:Direct: “I will meet you tomorrow,” he said.Indirect: He said that he would meet me the next day. 9. Do we need to use “that”
in Indirect Speech? In indirect speech, "that" is often used to connect the reporting verb with the reported speech, but it is optional in many cases.With "that": She said that she was coming.Without "that": She said she was coming. Both sentences are correct. 10. How do you report questions in Indirect Speech? When reporting questions, the word order changes, and
we don’t use question marks. Instead, we use words like if or whether for yes/no questions and leave out the auxiliary verbs (like do or did). Yes/No Questions: Direct: “Are you coming?” he asked.Indirect: He asked if I was coming. Wh- Questions: Direct: “Where do you live?” she asked.Indirect: She asked where I lived. 11. How do you report commands in Indirect
Speech? For reporting commands or requests, we use verbs like ask, tell, or order, followed by the infinitive form of the verb.Direct: “Close the door,” he said.Indirect: He told me to close the door.Direct: “Please help me,” she said.Indirect: She asked me to help her. 12. How do we report suggestions in Indirect Speech? For suggestions, use verbs like suggest or
recommend, followed by a clause or the -ing form of the verb.Direct: “Let’s go to the park,” he said.Indirect: He suggested going to the park. 13. Can we use "said" and "told" interchangeably? No, said and told are not used interchangeably:Said is used without a direct object:He said (that) he was tired. Told requires a direct object (the person being spoken to):He told
me (that) he was tired. 14. What are reporting verbs? Reporting verbs are verbs used to report what someone has said. Common examples include: say, tell, ask, suggest, advise, warn, promise, order, and explain.Example:Direct: “You should rest,” the doctor said.Indirect: The doctor advised me to rest. 15. How do modal verbs change in Indirect Speech? When
reporting modal verbs like will, can, and must, they usually change to their past form:Will - WouldDirect: “I will go,” she said.Indirect: She said that she would go. Can — CouldDirect: “I can help,” he said.Indirect: He said that he could help. Must — Had toDirect: “You must finish this,” she said.Indirect: She said that I had to finish it. 16. How do you report negative
statements in Indirect Speech? To report negative statements in indirect speech, simply keep the negative form in the reported speech.Direct: “I don’t like coffee,” he said.Indirect: He said that he didn’t like coffee. 17. What happens if the reporting verb is in the present tense? If the reporting verb (e.g., says, tells) is in the present tense, the tense in the reported
speech does not need to change.Direct: “I love pizza,” she says.Indirect: She says that she loves pizza. 18. How do we report exclamations in Indirect Speech? When reporting exclamations or strong emotions, we generally turn them into statements and adjust the structure accordingly.Direct: “What a beautiful dress!” she exclaimed.Indirect: She exclaimed that it was a
beautiful dress. 19. Are there any exceptions to tense changes in Indirect Speech? Yes, in some cases, we don’t change the tense, such as:When reporting universal truths or general facts:Direct: “The Earth orbits the Sun,” she said.Indirect: She said that the Earth orbits the Sun. When the reported speech is still relevant or true at the time of reporting:Direct: “I live in
New York,” he said.Indirect: He said that he lives in New York. (If he still lives there). 20. How can I practice changing Direct to Indirect Speech? To practice, try converting simple direct speech sentences into indirect speech. Focus on adjusting the tense, pronouns, and time expressions. Start with sentences like:Direct: “I'm going to the park,” she said.Indirect: She
said that she was going to the park. You can also practice with questions, commands, and requests to build confidence!See also: Direct and Indirect Speech by Types of Sentences- Statements, Questions, Commands, Exclamations. ReferencesAzar B. S. & Hagen S. A. (2017). Understanding and using English grammar (5th ed.). Pearson Education.Swan M.
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language. Cambridge University Press.Leech G. & Svartvik J. (2003). A communicative grammar of English (3rd ed.). Routledge. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms
as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your
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limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Direct and Indirect Speech: In English Grammar, direct and Indirect speech are used in instances when we wish to repeat or convey a speech or
statement of some other person. Both direct and indirect speech describes what a third person said or conveyed in the past. Indirect speech is more commonly employed unless it’s a direct quotation, which is consistently enclosed in double quotation marks. Whereas indirect speech is used when you want to convey someone’s statement using your own precise words.
It’s worth highlighting that indirect speech is consistently expressed using verbs like “said,” “told,” or “asked.” Direct and Indirect Speech English has two main ways to report what someone says: Direct and Indirect speech. Direct speech uses the exact words someone said, for example: “I am hungry,” she said. Indirect speech paraphrases what was said, like: She said
she was hungry. Both methods help us share information about events, actions, or situations by repeating what others have communicated. Direct speech is like quoting someone exactly, while indirect speech summarizes their words. To help you understand these two types better, we've included clear explanations, examples, and exercises. This will make it easier to
grasp the differences and use both types of reported speech correctly. Direct Speech Direct speech is the mode of expression that directly presents the words spoken or quoted by a third person. Generally, direct speech is written inside quotation marks (“”). The quotation is used to differentiate the speech of the third person that has happened in the past. Thus direct
speech conveys statements or conversations of someone in the past tense but quoted inside the quotation marks in the present or future tense. Examples: Kiran said, “I am doing my work.” They said, ” We will go for the function.” He asked, “Can I make this?” Indirect Speech Indirect Speech is used when we convey what someone said in our own words without
repeating the actual text of that person. Instead of using quotation marks, the conjunction word, ‘that’ is used. Thus speaker’s words and sentences are reframed into our own words in Indirect speech. Some examples of indirect speech are: Direct speech: Kiran said, “I am doing my work.” Indirect speech: Kiran said that she is doing her work. Direct speech: They said,
” We will go for the function.” Indirect speech: They said that they would go to the function. Direct speech: He asked, “Can I make this?” Indirect speech: He asked whether he can make that. Rules for Direct and Indirect Speech There are certain rules and regulations followed while converting a simple direct speech into indirect speech. Certain factors such as Verbs,
Tenses, Modals, time, place, and pronouns are also considered while changing. The following are the rules applied when you convert direct speech to indirect speech in English grammar. Rule-1: Direct To Indirect Speech Conversion - Reporting Verb The reporting verb is an important factor to note when changing a direct to an indirect sentence. When the reporting
verb is past tense, then the verb inside the quotation is also changed to past when changing a sentence from direct to indirect speech. Examples: Direct: He said,’ I am sad.’ Indirect: He said that he was sad. An exception is for cases like a universal truth, the tenses remain the same. Teena said,” The sun rises in the east”. Teena said that the sun rises in the east. If the
reporting verb is in present/future tense, then the tense remains the same as in direct speech. Direct: She says/will say, ‘I am coming.’ Indirect: She says/will say she is coming. Rule 2: Direct Speech to Indirect Speech Conversion - Tenses If the sentences inside quotes in direct speech are present tense, it is changed to past tense when changed to indirect speech. The
rule in the following table is applied while changing tenses from direct speech to reported speech. Changing Direct Speech into Indirect Speech Direct Speech Indirect Speech Present Simple Tense do /does V1 Past Simple Tense did + V1 V2 Present Progressive Tense is/am/are + V4 Past Progressive Tense was /were + V4 Present Perfect Tense has /have + V3 Past
Perfect Tense had + V3 Present Perfect Progressive has been /have been + V4 Past Perfect Progressive had been + V4 Past Simple Tense did + V1 V2 Past Perfect Tense had + V3 Past Perfect Tense had/have + V3 Past Perfect Tense had + V3 Past Perfect Progressive had been/have been + V4 Past Perfect Progressive had been + V4 Future Simple Tense will + V1
would + V1 Future Progressive Tense will be + V4 would be + V4 Future Perfect Tense will have + V3 would have + V3 Future Perfect Progressive will have been + V4 would have been + V4 Where V1- Base verb, V2- Simple past V3- Past participle V4- Progressive verb (verbs ending with ‘ing’). Examples of change in Tenses Direct Speech Indirect Speech Ram said, “I
do my work.” Ram said that he did his work. They said, “We are going now.” They said that they were going then. Sara said, ” I have done my work.” Sara said that she had done her work. Rohit said, “I have been doing my work.” Rohit said that he had been doing his work. Ram said, “I did my work” Ram said that he had done his work. They said,”We have done our
work” They said that they had done their work. They said, “We have been doing our work.” They said that they had been doing their work. Ram Said, ” I had been doing my work.” Ram said that he had been doing his work. Sara said, “I will do my work.” Sara said that she would do her work. They said, “We will be going out.” They said that they would be going out.
They said, “We will have done this work.” They said that they would have done that work. Ram said, “I will have been doing this work” Ram said that he would have been doing that work. Rule 3: Direct to Indirect speech Conversion Interrogative sentences If a sentence starts with a question word like what, when, and why in direct speech, the question word itself acts
as the joining class. Example: Direct speech: “Where do you live ?” Asked the boy. Indirect Speech: The boy enquired where I lived. Rule 4: Direct to Indirect Speech Conversion Change in Modals Modal verbs are those verbs that are preceded by another verb, which is the main verb. Can, May, and Must are some examples of Modals. Modals that won’t change are
Could, would, should, ought to, might. While changing direct to indirect speech, the Modals change as below: Can become could May becomes Might Must becomes had to (or) would have to Examples: Direct: She said,” She can sing.” Indirect: She said that she could sing. Direct: She said,” I should cook the lunch” Indirect: She said that she should cook the lunch. Rule
5: Direct to Indirect speech conversion - pronoun The first person in Direct speech changes as per the subject of the speech Example: Direct: He said, “I am in grade sixth.” Indirect: He said that he was in grade sixth. The second person of Direct speech changes as per the object of the indirect speech. Example: Direct: She says to them, “You have achieved your goal.”
Indirect: She tells them that they have achieved their goal. If the third person is mentioned in the Direct speech, it does not change in reported speech. Example: Direct: He says, “She sings well.” Indirect: He says that she sings well. Rule 6: Direct to indirect speech conversion - Request, Command, Wish, and Exclamation The imperative words in direct speech change
into Infinitives in indirect speech. Examples: Request Direct: She said to her ‘Please remove it’. Indirect: She requested her to remove that. Exclamation Direct: She said, ‘Alas! I am undone. Indirect: She exclaimed sadly that she was broke. Rule 7: Direct to indirect speech conversion - punctuations In Direct speech, the words spoken must start with(“) and ends with(.)
inside the double inverted commas. All symbols such as question marks, full stops or exclamatory marks should be placed inside the quotes. Examples: They said. “We are the best” She asked, “Can I come with You?” He uttered, “Keep Quiet!” Rule 8: Direct to indirect speech conversion - Change of time While converting direct speech to Indirect speech, there are
certain words to be noted that cannot be used as such in indirect speech. These words get modified into new words which are enlisted below: Now becomes Then Ago becomes before Thus becomes So Today becomes That day Tomorrow becomes the next day Yesterday becomes the day before This becomes that These become those Come becomes go Hence becomes
thence Next week or next month becomes the following week or month Examples: Direct: He says/will say, ‘My girlfriend came yesterday.’ Indirect: He says/will say that his girlfriend had come the day before. Rules for Converting Indirect Speech into Direct Speech: The following rules should be followed while converting an indirect speech to direct speech: Use the
reporting verb such as (say, said to) in its correct Put a comma before the statement and the first letter of the statement should be in capital Insert question marks, quotation marks, exclamation marks and full stops, based on the mood of the Remove the conjunctions like (that, too, if or whether) wherever necessary. Where the reporting verb is in the past tense in
indirect, change it to present tense in the direct Change the past perfect tense either into the present perfect tense or past tense, as necessary. Direct and Indirect Speech - Some Exercises The following are some exercises that students can practice while preparing for their revision tests or board exams. Q.1. Find out the correct indirect speech for the given sentence.
She said,’ I have cooked this meal.” She said that she cooked this meal She said that she had cooked that meal. She said that I cooked that meal. She said that she had cooked this meal. Answer (2) She said that she had cooked that meal. Q.2. Choose the correct sentence. Sanjay said, ‘What a beautiful painting it is’. Sanjay exclaimed wonderfully that the painting was
very beautiful. Sanjay exclaimed with wonder that the painting was very beautiful. Sanjay exclaimed with wonder that the painting was very beautiful. Sanjay exclaimed with wonder that the painting was very beautiful. Answer (4) Sanjay exclaimed with wonder that the painting was very beautiful. Q.3. The correct indirect speech for She asked, “What is the cost of
these books?” She enquired what was the cost of those books. She inquired what was the cost of these books. She enquired what is the cost of those books. She questioned what was the cost of those books. Answer (1) She enquired what was the cost of those books. Q.4. The man said, ‘Oh God! I missed the train today.’ The man cried that he missed the train that day.
The man exclaimed in grief that he missed the train today. The man said that oh God! he missed that day. The man exclaimed with sorrow that he missed the train that day. Answer (4)The man exclaimed with sorrow that he missed the train that day. Q.5. Rahul said, “Can you call me back later?” Answer (5) Rahul asked me if I could call him back later. Q.6. Mom said to
me, “May God Bless you”. Answer (6) Mom wished that God might bless me. What is the Importance of Learning Direct and Indirect Speech? Learning direct and indirect speech is crucial for several reasons: Improved Communication Skills: Understanding both forms helps in accurately conveying messages from one person to another. This skill is essential in both
written and spoken communication. Enhanced Writing Abilities: Using direct and indirect speech allows for more dynamic and versatile writing. It enables writers to present dialogues and reported speech effectively. Better Understanding of Language Nuances: Mastery of direct and indirect speech helps learners grasp the subtleties of language, including tone,
context, and perspective. Critical Thinking: Converting statements from direct to indirect speech (or vice versa) requires comprehension and analysis of the original message, fostering critical thinking. Effective Reporting: In fields like journalism, law, and academia, accurately reporting speech is vital. Mastery of both forms ensures precision and reliability in
conveying information. Any word spoken by a speaker can be written in two different ways. Those two are direct and indirect speech. Direct Speech is when the speaker’s actual words are quoted and these words are put in inverted commas (“.....”) while Indirect Speech is when the speaker’s words are said indirectly with the same meaning without repeating the exact
words. For Example, the statement in direct speech She said to me, “I am going to the park” changes into She told me that she was going to the park in indirect speech. Basic Changes while changing from Direct speech to indirect speech The comma (, )after the reporting verb is removed and the conjunction that is added in the indirect speech. If the direct speech
contains ‘said to’, it will be converted into ‘told’ in the indirect speech. The quotation marks (Inverted commas) are to be removed in the indirect speech. The pronoun in the first/second person in direct speech is generally changed into the third person in the indirect speech. I becomes He/ She We becomes they You becomes He / She/ They Me becomes Him/ her
(Depending on the gender in the direct speech) My becomes His/ Her. Our becomes their Us becomes them Your becomes His/ her/ their. Rules in changing a sentence from Direct and Indirect Speech Rule 1: The Verb in the simple present tense in the direct speech changes into the simple past tense in indirect speech Example: He said to me, “I am happy” becomes
He told me that he was happy (The verb in the direct speech ‘am’ is converted into ‘was’.) Rule 2: The verb in the simple past tense becomes past perfect tense in indirect speech. Example: He said to me, “I was happy” changes into He told me that he had been happy Rule 3: A present continuous tense in direct speech becomes past continuous tense in indirect
speech. Example: The peon said, “The professor is teaching in that classroom” changes into The peon said that the professor was teaching in that classroom. Rule 4: If the direct speech contains present perfect tense, it changes into the past perfect tense in indirect speech. Example: She said, “I have passed the test” becomes She said that she had passed the test.
Rule 5: If the direct speech contains a statement talking about a universal truth or a factual statement, there will be no change of tense in indirect speech. Example: The teacher said, “The sun rises in the East” becomes The teacher said that the sun rises in the east in indirect speech. Example: Samuel said, “I know the university’s address.” and the indirect speech for
that is Samuel said that he knows the university’s address Rules for converting Interrogatory sentences Rule 6: While converting interrogative sentences, the verb ‘said to’ becomes ‘asked’ and if/ whether will come in the place of ‘that’. The connecting word ‘that’ will not be used in indirect speech. Also, the interrogation mark (?) is not repeated in the indirect speech.
Example: He said to her, “Will you marry me?” changes into He asked her whether she would marry him in the indirect speech. Rules for Converting Imperative Sentences Rule 7: During the conversion of imperative sentences, the verb “said to” is changed into ordered, advised, requested, suggested, proposed, etc. depending on the situation. Also, the connecting word
‘that’ is not used. Instead of that, ‘to’ is used before the reporting verb. Example: My father said to me, “prepare well for your examination”. It can be converted to My father advised me to prepare well for my examination. Rules for Converting Exclamatory Sentences Rule 8: For exclamatory sentences, the verb is converted into: exclaimed with joy or sorrow or with
surprise, wished, prayed, applauded,/ etc. The exclamatory words and the exclamation are not mentioned anymore in the indirect speech. For example, Example: The coach said, “Hurrah! we won the match!” is changed as The coach exclaimed with joy that we had won the match. These are the changes in helping verbs while changing from Direct and Indirect Speech
Direct Speech Indirect Speech Am/ Is Was Are Were Have/ Had/ Did had Do/ Does Did Will Would Shall Should Can Could May Might Must Had to Was/ Were had been Should Should Had Had Would Would Could Could Note: There is no change in the helping verbs “would, should, could, might, had” in the direct speech and they remain the same in indirect speech as
well. Changes in Time and Place Direct Speech Indirect Speech This That These Those Here There Now Then Today That Day Tonight That Night Tomorrow The next day/ The following day The Day after tomorrow In two days The Day before yesterday Two days before Ago Before Next The following Last The previous Thus So This Evening That Evening Hence Thence
Changes in pronouns The changes in pronouns in indirect speech depends on the subject and the object of the reporting verb. Rule 1: The first person of reported speech changes based on the subject of the reporting verb. Example: She said, “I watched a movie” can be converted into She said that she had watched a movie. Hence, the first person in the direct speech
“I” has become “she” based on the subject. Had there been “he” instead of “she”, the first person in reported speech changes accordingly into “he”. Rule 2: The second person in reported speech changes based on the object of the reporting verb. Example: She said to me, “You watched a movie” can be converted into She told me that I had watched a movie. Rule 3: The
third person in the reported speech remains unchanged. Example: I said to her, “He will play Chess” can be converted into I told her that he would play Chess. Stay tuned for more examples of direct and indirect speech. For an extensive material on tenses, Click here Follow us on Facebook We often have to give information about what people say or think. In order to
do this, we can use direct or quoted speech or indirect or reported speech.Direct SpeechSaying exactly what someone has said is called direct speech (sometimes called quoted speech).Here what a person says appears within quotation marks (“...”) and should be word for word (exactly as it was originally said).For example:She said, “Today’s lesson is on presentations.”
Or “Today’s lesson is on presentations,” she said.Indirect speechindirect speech (sometimes called reported speech or Narration), doesn’t use quotation marks to enclose what the person said and it doesn’t have to be word for word. Thus, in indirect speech, we convey the speaker’s message in our own words.When reporting speech the tense usually changes. This is
because when we use reported speech, we are usually talking about a time in the past (because obviously, the person who spoke originally spoke in the past). The verbs therefore usually have to be in the past too.For example:Direct Speech: He said, “I'm going to the cinema”.Indirect Speech: He said that he was going to the cinema.Direct and Indirect Speech
RulesBelow is a reported speech tense change chart with the rules for backshifting for each tense and for modal verbs.Reported speech does not go back a tense if it is already in the past perfect (there is no further back it can go), and some modal verbs also do not change.Direct SpeechReported Speechpresent simplepast simple“I’'m a teacher”He said he was a
teacherpresent continuouspast continuous“I’'m having lunch with my parents”He said he was having lunch with his parents.present perfect simplepast perfect simple“I’ve been to France three times”He said he had been to France three times.present perfect continuouspast perfect continuous“I’ve been working very hard”He said he had been working very hard.past
simplepast perfect“l bought a new car”He said he had bought a new car.past continuouspast perfect continuous“It was raining earlier”He said it had been raining earlier.past perfectpast perfect (No change)“The play had started when I arrived”She said the play had started when she arrivedpast perfect continuouspast perfect continuous (No change)“I had already
been living in London for five years”Jack told me she had already been living in London for five yearsFuture Tense shall/willFuture in the Past should/wouldEli said, “I will buy the book tomorrow”Eli said that she would buy the book tomorrow.Other verb forms also sometimes changewill would“I will come and see you soon”He said he would come and see me
soon.cancould“l can swim under water for two minutes”He said he could swim under water for two minutes.musthad to“All tickets must be bought in advance”He said that all tickets had to be bought in advance.shallshould“What shall we do about it?”He asked what we should do about it. maymight“May I smoke?”He asked if he might smoke.ought toNo change“You
ought to come at 7 pm”He told me I ought to come at 7 pmShouldNo change“I should have helped you”He said he should have helped meWouldNo change“I would walk the dog at night”She said she would walk the dog at nightCouldNo change“You culdn’t do it"He told me I culdn’t do itMightNo change“l might arrive late”He said he might arrive latel. Simple Present
to Simple PastDirect: He said, “The boy goes home.” Indirect: He said that the boy went home.2. Present Continuous to Past ContinuousDirect: Ram said, “I am reading a book.” Indirect: Ram said that he was reading a book.3. Present Perfect to Past Perfect Direct: The girl said, “I have lost my pen.” Indirect: The girl said that she had lost her pen.4. Present Perfect
Continuous to Past Perfect ContinuousDirect: He said, “Ram has been going.” Indirect: He said that Ram had been going.5. Past Indefinite to Past Perfect Direct: Mother said, “I bought a watch for you.”Indirect: Mother said that she had bought a watch for him.6. Past Continuous to Past Perfect ContinuousDirect: Raju said, “I was repairing a car.” Indirect: Raju said
that he had been repairing a car.7. Future Tense (shall/will) to future in the Past (should/would) Direct: The teacher said, “I shall give you notes.” Indirect: The teacher said that he would give them notes.8. Conditional to Perfect Conditional Direct:Direct: He said, “If I had the money I could buy the car.” Indirect: She said that if he had the money he could have bought
the car. 9. Past Perfect Tense: No ChangeDirect: She said, “I had gone to Bhagalpur.” Indirect: She said that she had gone to Bhagalpur.10. Auxiliary Verbs (would, should, might, could, ought, must) — No ChangeDirect: He said, “I would like to take milk.” Indirect: He said that he would like to take milk.Direct: The boy said, “The teacher could have solved it in no
time.” Indirect: The boy said that the teacher could have solved it in no time.Direct: He said, “The boy must apologise to the teacher.” Indirect: He said that the boy must apologise to the teacher.The reporting verb said/said to is changed in asked, demanded, ordered, enquired as per the nature of the sentence.Example:Toni said, “What is Luna doing?” Toni asked me
what Luna was doing.While a sentence starts with reporting verb then at the conversion time if /whether is used as the joining clause.Example:Luna said, “Will she come for lunch?” Luna asked if she would come for lunch.In case the sentence starts from “Wh” question word, then no extra conjunction is used.Example:The boy asked, “Where do you stay?” The boy
inquired where I stayedThings are slightly more complicated with imperativespositive imperativetell + infinitiveShut up!He told me to shut up.negative imperativetell + not + infinitiveDon’t do that again!He told me not to do it again.imperatives as requestsask + infinitivePlease give me some moneyHe asked me to give him some money.Time and place references often
have to changenow thentoday that dayhere therethis thatthis weekthat weektomorrowthe following day, the next day, the day afternext weekthe following week, the next week, the week afteryesterday the previous day, the day beforelast weekthe previous week, the week beforeagopreviously, before2 weeks ago2 weeks previously, 2 weeks beforetonightthat nightlast
Saturdaythe previous Saturday, the Saturday beforenext Saturdaythe following Saturday, the next Saturday, the Saturday after, that SaturdayExamples:I went to the theatre last night. He said he had gone to the theatre the night before.I’'m having a party next weekend. He said he was having a party the next weekend.I’m staying here until next week. He said he was
staying there until the following week.I came over from London 3 years ago. He said he had come over from London 3 years before.When verbs don’t follow the rules?The verb tenses do not always follow the rules shown above. For example, if the reporting verb is in the present tense, there is no change in the reported sentence. Also, a sentence in direct speech in
present or future tense can remain the same if what is said is still true or relevant.For example:You've invited someone for dinner at your house, and the phone rings. It’s them! They say:(on the phone) “I'm sorry, but I think I'm going to be a bit late. There’s a lot of traffic.” After you finish speaking on the phone, you say to someone else:That was Juan. He said he thinks
he’s going to be late because there’s a lot of traffic.Another example:A friend says to you: “Maria’s ill. She’s got chickenpox!”You say to someone else: Laura said that Maria’s ill. She’s got chickenpox.However, the following day you see Maria at the beach. You’'re surprised and say to her:Laura said that you were ill. She said you had chickenpox.This has to change to the
past because it isn’t true. Maria obviously isn’t ill.Direct statements in past tense do not always change either, because a change might alter the meaning or just make it sound confusing.For example:A friend is telling you about the horrible weather: “It started raining heavily when I left work.” (This is where things get confusing):He said it had started raining heavily
when he had left work (it sounds horrible and the sentence is almost nothing but verbs).He said it had started raining heavily when he left work (is wrong because it means it was already raining when he left work)He said it started raining heavily when he left work (is the best version because it is accurate, short, and there is no confusion because of the time
context)Generally speaking, the past simple and continuous don’t always need to be changed if:There is a time context which makes everything clear, and/or there is another action already using the past perfect, which might alter the meaning or make things confusing.Rules for Universal Truth, Habitual Facts, etc.(i) If the Reported Speech states some General,
Universal or Habitual Truth, Proverb, Historical event in the past, Improbable future condition, the Present Tense used there is not changed into the corresponding past form.Example:Direct: My friend said, “I am an early riser.” Indirect: My friend said that he is an early riser.Direct: Father said, “Man is the only animal that cooks his food.” Indirect: Father said that
man is the only animal that cooks his food.Direct: The teacher said, “Honesty is the best policy.” Indirect: The teacher said that honesty is the best policy.Direct: The teacher said, “The earth moves around the sun.” Indirect: The teacher said that the earth moves around the sun.(ii) The Past Indefinite Tense or the Past Continuous Tense is not changed if the Reported
Speech states two actions which took place at the same time.Example:Direct: Sarla said, “When Ram was reading Sham was writing.” Indirect: Sarla said that when Ram was reading Sham was writing.(iii) The Simple Past is not changed if the Reported Speech states a past historical event or fact.Example:Direct: The teacher said, “Akbar died in 1605 AD.” Indirect: The
teacher said that Akbar died in 1605 AD.(iv) Vocative and nominative of address are omitted altogether and their sense is expressed in the sentence.Example:Direct: The speaker said, “Gentlemen, I will tell you what is going there.” Indirect: The speaker told his audience (those present) that he would tell them what was going thereDirect: He said, “I hope, friends, you
will support me.” Indirect: He said that he hoped they would support him.(v) Past tense subjunctive after would like, would rather, etc. do not change.Example:Direct: He said, “I would rather she played.” Indict: He said that he would rather she played.(vi) Pure imaginary conditions (if .... were clauses) do not change.Example:Direct: He said, “If I were rich, I would
settle in Mumbai. Indirect: He said that if he were rich, he would settle in Mumbai.(vii) Simple Past or Past Continuous tense in Time Clauses do not normally change. The main verb may either remain unchanged or may become the past perfect, as,Example:Direct: He said. “When we lived/were living in Chennai, we often visited Rameshwarm” Indirect: He said that
when they lived/ were living in Chennai, they often visited/ had visite RameshwarmRules for the Change of PronounsIf the direct speech has a pronoun, its person is changed, when necessary, to refer in the indirect to the same individual as it does in the direct.First person: the first person in reported speech changes according to the subject of reporting
speech.Example:Soni said, “I am a good girl.” Soni said that she was a good girl.Second person: in reported speech change of the second person depends on the object of reporting speech.Example:I told them, “You have finished your work.” I told them that they had finished their work.Third person: the third person remains unchanged.Example:He said, “She is in
Delhi.” He said that she was in Delhi.Table for the changes in pronounDirect SpeechlIndirect SpeechlHe/sheYouHe/she/theyWeTheyTheyTheyHeHeSheSheltltUsThemOurTheirHisHisHerHerltsItsExamples:Direct: He said, “I can cross this river.” Indirect: He said that he could cross that river.Direct: You said. “I can cross this river.” Indirect: You said that you could
cross that river.Direct: I said, “I can cross this river.” Indirect: I said that I could cross that river.You also need to be careful with personal pronouns. They need to be changed according to the situation. You need to know the context.For example, there is possible confusion when you try to change reported speech to direct speech:She said she’d been waiting for hours.
(Is ‘she’ one person or two different people?)I told them they would have to ask permission. (Are we talking about two groups of people or only one?)NEXT: Question Tags Rules Learning about Direct and Indirect Speech is like understanding how to share what someone said. Direct Speech is when you repeat exactly what someone said using quotation marks. Indirect
Speech is when you tell what was said in your own words without using quotation marks.When changing from Direct Speech to Indirect Speech, you might need to adjust verb tenses and pronouns to make sense. We’ll go through examples and situations to make it easier to understand. Let’s discuss more about Direct and Indirect Speech.Direct and Indirect
SpeechDirect speech, is also know as quoted speech, it involves repeating the exact words that someone has spoken. It is usually covered in quotation marks and is often used to provide a person’s statements or thoughts as they were originally expressed.She said, “I will be there at 3 o’clock.”Sarah exclaimed, “I can’t believe we won the competition!”“Please pass me
the salt,” said John to his sister.Indirect speech, also called reported speech, conveys what someone said without quoting their exact words. It typically uses verbs like “said,” “told,” or “asked” and requires changes in tense, pronouns, and other elements to fit the reporting context.Direct Speech: Sarah said, “I am going to the store.”Indirect Speech: Sarah said that she
was going to the store.Direct Speech: “I love chocolate,” exclaimed Tom.Indirect Speech: Tom exclaimed that he loved chocolate.Enclose the exact spoken words within double quotation marks to indicate direct speech. The opening quotation mark comes before the first word, and the closing quotation mark follows the final punctuation. She said, “I will be there on
time.”You need to place punctuation marks (commas, periods, question marks, and exclamation points) inside the closing quotation mark when they are part of the quoted material.She said, “I'll be there on time.”Begin the quoted speech with a capital letter, even if the original sentence starts differently.He said, “the weather is nice today.” He said, “The weather is
nice today.” You need to introduce the quoted speech with a reporting verb (e.g., said, asked, replied, shouted) that describes how the words were spoken.Example:She said, “I am feeling great today.”He asked, “Did you complete the assignment?”They shouted, “Watch out!”You are supposed to produce the speaker’s words again as correctly as possible, including any
grammatical errors or informal language if they are part of the original speech.She said, “I ain’t got no time for this.”He said, “Gonna meet you later.”If you need to exclude a part of the quoted speech, use an ellipsis (three dots: ...) to indicate the omission.She said, “I wanted to go to the party, but... I changed my mind.”He said, “I remember that day so clearly... it was
unforgettable.”They said, “We were planning to visit Paris, Rome, Madrid... and many more places.”Do not change the speaker’s words in a way that alters their meaning. However, you may add clarifications in brackets if needed.Maintain verb tenses as spoken. I am going remains I am going, not was going.Keep pronouns unchanged as in the original statement. I will
do it stays I will do it, not he would do it.You have to start the reported speech with an appropriate reporting verb (e.g., said, told, asked, explained, etc.) to indicate that someone is reporting what was said.He said that he was tired.She explained that she had missed the bus.They told us that the event was postponed.Change the pronouns in the reported speech to
match the point of the reporting sentence. if the original statement is I am happy, and you want to report it, you might say, She said she was happy.”Direct: I am happy. - Reported: She said she was happy.Direct: We will join you. — Reported: They said they would join us.Direct: My car is new. = Reported: He said his car was new.You should adjust the verb tenses to
show the change in time from the original statement to the reported speech. The general rules for tense changes are as follows:TenseDirect SpeechReported SpeechPresent Simple“I like coffee.”She said she liked coffee.Present Continuous“l am watching TV.”He said he was watching TV.Present Perfect“] have seen that movie.”They said they had seen that movie.Past
Simple“I went to the store.”She said she had gone to the store.You can change any words or expressions that are used to refer to time or place to show the view of the reporting sentence.change today, to -> that day or here, to ->hereWhen you want to use modal verbs in reported speech, you should change them as follows:ModalDirect SpeechReported Speechcan”I
can do it.”He said he could do it.may“I may go later.”She said she might go later.must“You must finish.”They said you had to finish.will“I will help.”She said she would help.shall“Shall I come?”He asked if he should come.When you want to report questions, use the word if or whether in order to introduce the reported question. You should change the word order and
use the appropriate question word if necessary.Are you coming? becomes She asked if I was comingWe can use report imperative sentences using the verb to or that.Close the door becomes She told me to close the door or She said that I should close the door.You should use a comma to separate the reporting verb from the reported speech. Also, use a period at the
end of the reported speech or a question mark if it was originally a question.She said, “I will be there soon.”He asked, “Are you coming to the party?”They replied, “We have already left.”Tense changes in reported speech, or indirect speech, are a key aspect of English grammar. In this process, verb tenses shift when reporting someone’s words. The key is to understand
the relationship between the original statement and its reported version.Direct SpeechReported SpeechTenseShe says, “I like chocolate.”She says that she likes chocolate.Present SimpleHe said, “I visited Paris.”He said that he visited Paris.Past SimpleThey say, “We are working on a project.”They say that they are working on a project.Present ContinuousShe said, “I
was studying all night.”She said that she had been studying all night.Past ContinuousHe says, “I have finished my homework.”He says that he has finished his homework.Present PerfectThey said, “We had already eaten.”They said that they had already eaten.Past PerfectShe says, “I will meet you tomorrow.”She says that she will meet you tomorrow.Future (will)He said,
“I am going to travel next week.”He said that he is going to travel next week.Future (going to)Direct and Indirect SpeechExceptionDirect Speechindirect SpeechReasonUniversal Truths & Facts“The Earth orbits the Sun.”He said the Earth orbits the Sun.Facts remain unchanged.Present Habitual Actions“She always wakes up at 6 AM.”He said she always wakes up at 6
AM.Routine stays the same.Unchanged Future Plans“The meeting will be on Monday.”He said the meeting will be on Monday.Fixed plans do not shift in tense.Past Events That Stay the Same“World War II ended in 1945.”She said World War II ended in 1945.Historical facts don’t change.Modal Verbs (should, might, could, ought to, must for necessity)“You must submit
the form.”He said I must submit the form.Some modals remain unchanged.Direct Speech: She said, “I am happy.”Indirect Speech: She said that she was happy.Direct Speech: He asked, “How old are you?”Indirect Speech: He asked her how old she was.Direct Speech: Mary exclaimed, “I won a prize!”Indirect Speech: Mary exclaimed that she had won a prize.Direct
Speech: John told his friend, “I like ice cream.”Indirect Speech: John told his friend that he liked ice cream.Direct Speech: They shouted, “Let’s go to the park!”Indirect Speech: They shouted to go to the park.Direct Speech: Sarah whispered, “I need help.”Indirect Speech: Sarah whispered that she needed help.1. What is the main difference between direct and indirect
speech?Direct speech quotes the exact words spoken: She said, “I am happy.”Indirect speech reports the statement without quoting directly: She said she was happy.2. How do verb tenses change in indirect speech?Present simple — Past simple (“I like coffee.” — She said she liked coffee.)Past simple — Past perfect (“I went home.” —» He said he had gone home.)3. Do
pronouns always change in reported speech?Yes, pronouns change to reflect the perspective of the reporting speaker.Example: “I love this book.” — She said she loved that book.4. How are questions reported in indirect speech?Use if or whether for yes/no questions: “Do you like pizza?” — He asked if I liked pizza.Keep question words but change structure: “Where are
you going?” — She asked where I was going.5. Are modal verbs changed in indirect speech?Some modals change:can — could (“I can swim.” — He said he could swim.)will = would (“She will help.” - He said she would help.)You May Also LikeSentences Structure Types of Modifiers Active and Passive Voice In the era of technology, E-learning has made it possible for
students to learn from the comfort of their homes. With the same motive, Adda247 is providing a comfortable learning environment for the aspirants who have been preparing for government exams at an affordable cost price. Started from scratch with an offline coaching center in Delhi in 2010 and now in 2022, Adda247 is one of the top online coaching classes
institutes. We have come a long way and are still coming up with new ideas for making Adda247 an all-rounder Ed-tech company in order to help every student in whatever they need to build their career.Adda247 has grasped the title of being the largest Ed-Tech company in India with 1st rank in Learning App in Test prep, 9 Million+ Youtube Subscribers, 15 Million+
active users, Experienced & Helpful Faculty, Best Study Content, and over 1 Lakh + selection. This is not the end, our journey is still on to overrule the old age education system of India.What does Adda247 provide?Adda247 offers E-learning programs in various sectors, let's have a look at what we master at-1. At Adda247, you can prepare for any government exam be
it Banking exam preparation, Railways exam preparation, SSC study material, Teaching, Defense exam preparation, Engineering exam preparation, UPSC exam preparation, State PCS or any other.2. Our Study Material includes Mock Tests, Live Classes, Videos Course, Ebooks, Books and all at an affordable price with the best quality content.3. Adda247 also has
experienced & trusted faculty for helping students prepare for various entrance exams like NEET- NEET UG & NEET PG, JEE Mains and Advanced, GATE, UGC NET,CUET, Law Entrance exams, IPM Entrance exam and more.4. Adda247 has initiated providing the best education to the school students through online classes.We have also covered study material for 9th
students, class 10th study material, class 11th study material and class 12th study material.5. Adda247 has launched state exams study material in 8 vernacular languages (Tamil, Telugu, Bengali, Marathi, Odia, Gujarati, Assamese, and Malayalam) apart from English & Hindi language & we are providing online classes for state exams too.Experienced Faculty &
Authentic Study Material for Government Exams.Undoubtedly, Government exams are tough to crack, especially when everyone runs to grab a Government Job. Every candidate who is working in the private sector looks forward to giving a try for government exams. To let everyone succeed at the same pace, the online learning methodology has been in demand these
days.At Adda247, we begin with the first step of preparation i.e. guidance about the exam to the last stage of preparation i.e. revision for the exam, our faculty covers each step that is required to excel in the competitive examinations. Our plans include study materials, books, notes, video classes, doubt sessions, test series, mock tests, and much more.Making Education
Interesting For School StudentsThe idea of beginning with the school section came up when the government made online learning compulsory for schools. Around 90% of parents are worried about whether their child would learn everything through this online learning”. No worries, our esteemed faculty at Adda247 left no stone unturned in making the concept clear to
the students in the most fun and interesting manner. As students prefer mobile for games, cartoons, and movies, and in this scenario, making learning Fun and Engaging For Children is the toughest task for any teacher and our faculty at Adda247 is a PRO in this field.Why Choose Adda2477?The first question that clicks to anyone’s mind while choosing any study
material or online class is “Why go with Adda247 only?”.1. 1 Lakh+ Selection: Adda247 is proud to have helped lakhs of students to grab their dream job. Till today, over 1 lakh candidates have been selected for government exams with the hard work and enthusiasm of our faculty.2. Fruitful Live Sessions: Study becomes more effective when students with different
intellectual skills share their ideas in our live classes. Teachers interact with students, clear their doubts, and make them understand the concept in an effective manner.3. Top-notch Faculty: The most crucial factor in the success of Adda247 is our experienced faculty who keep themselves updated with the trend in education. They keep themselves engaged with their
students so that they could clear every little doubt of the students in terms of their education.4. Authentic Study Material: Our expert faculty prepares best quality study materials with the latest exam pattern and concepts are cleared in a way which is easy to understand and quick to learn. While preparing the study materials, they do keep themselves updated with the
ongoing trends of competitive exams.5. Mock Tests & Test Series: Adda247 not only focuses on clearing the concept but we do prepare our students to ensure that they perform their best in the competitive exams. For this, our teachers prepare mock tests and test series as per the latest pattern so that the students become familiar with the real exam. Are you having
trouble understanding the difference between direct and indirect speech? Direct speech is when you quote someone’s exact words, while indirect speech is when you report what someone said without using their exact words. This can be a tricky concept to grasp, but with a little practice, you'll be able to use both forms of speech with ease. Pin Direct and Indirect
Speech When someone speaks, we can report what they said in two ways: direct speech and indirect speech. Direct speech is when we quote the exact words that were spoken, while indirect speech is when we report what was said without using the speaker’s exact words. Here’s an example: Direct speech: “I love pizza,” said John. Indirect speech: John said that he
loved pizza. Using direct speech can make your writing more engaging and can help to convey the speaker’s tone and emotion. However, indirect speech can be useful when you want to summarize what someone said or when you don’t have the exact words that were spoken. To change direct speech to indirect speech, you need to follow some rules. Firstly, you need to
change the tense of the verb in the reported speech to match the tense of the reporting verb. Secondly, you need to change the pronouns and adverbs in the reported speech to match the new speaker. Here’s an example: Direct speech: “I will go to the park,” said Sarah. Indirect speech: Sarah said that she would go to the park. It's important to note that when you use
indirect speech, you need to use reporting verbs such as “said,” “told,” or “asked” to indicate who is speaking. Here’s an example: Direct speech: “What time is it?” asked Tom. Indirect speech: Tom asked what time it was. In summary, understanding direct and indirect speech is crucial for effective communication and writing. Direct speech can be used to convey the
speaker’s tone and emotion, while indirect speech can be useful when summarizing what someone said. By following the rules for changing direct speech to indirect speech, you can accurately report what was said while maintaining clarity and readability in your writing. Differences between Direct and Indirect Speech When it comes to reporting speech, there are two
ways to go about it: direct and indirect speech. Direct speech is when you report someone’s exact words, while indirect speech is when you report what someone said without using their exact words. Here are some of the key differences between direct and indirect speech: Change of Pronouns In direct speech, the pronouns used are those of the original speaker.
However, in indirect speech, the pronouns have to be changed to reflect the perspective of the reporter. For example: Direct speech: “I am going to the store,” said John. Indirect speech: John said he was going to the store. In the above example, the pronoun “I” changes to “he” in indirect speech. Change of Tenses Another major difference between direct and indirect
speech is the change of tenses. In direct speech, the verb tense used is the same as that used by the original speaker. However, in indirect speech, the verb tense may change depending on the context. For example: Direct speech: “I am studying for my exams,” said Sarah. Indirect speech: Sarah said she was studying for her exams. In the above example, the present
continuous tense “am studying” changes to the past continuous tense “was studying” in indirect speech. Change of Time and Place References When reporting indirect speech, the time and place references may also change. For example: Direct speech: “I will meet you at the park tomorrow,” said Tom. Indirect speech: Tom said he would meet you at the park the next
day. In the above example, “tomorrow” changes to “the next day” in indirect speech. Overall, it is important to understand the differences between direct and indirect speech to report speech accurately and effectively. By following the rules of direct and indirect speech, you can convey the intended message of the original speaker. When you need to report what
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someone said in your own words, you can use indirect speech. To convert direct speech into indirect speech, you need to follow a few rules. Step 1: Remove the Quotation Marks The first step is to remove the quotation marks that enclose the relayed text. This is because indirect speech does not use the exact words of the speaker. Step 2: Use a Reporting Verb and a
Linker To indicate that you are reporting what someone said, you need to use a reporting verb such as “said,” “asked,” “told,” or “exclaimed.” You also need to use a linker such as “that” or “whether” to connect the reporting verb to the reported speech. For example: Direct speech: “I love ice cream,” said Mary. Indirect speech: Mary said that she loved ice cream. Step
3: Change the Tense of the Verb When you use indirect speech, you need to change the tense of the verb in the reported speech to match the tense of the reporting verb. For example: Direct speech: “I am going to the store,” said John. Indirect speech: John said that he was going to the store. Step 4: Change the Pronouns You also need to change the pronouns in the
reported speech to match the subject of the reporting verb. For example: Direct speech: “Are you busy now?” Tina asked me. Indirect speech: Tina asked whether I was busy then. By following these rules, you can convert direct speech into indirect speech and report what someone said in your own words. Converting indirect speech into direct speech involves changing
the reported speech to its original form as spoken by the speaker. Here are the steps to follow when converting indirect speech into direct speech: Identify the reporting verb: The first step is to identify the reporting verb used in the indirect speech. This will help you determine the tense of the direct speech. Change the pronouns: The next step is to change the
pronouns in the indirect speech to match the person speaking in the direct speech. For example, if the indirect speech is “She said that she was going to the store,” the direct speech would be “I am going to the store,” if you are the person speaking. Change the tense: Change the tense of the verbs in the indirect speech to match the tense of the direct speech. For
example, if the indirect speech is “He said that he would visit tomorrow,” the direct speech would be “He says he will visit tomorrow.” Remove the reporting verb and conjunction: In direct speech, there is no need for a reporting verb or conjunction. Simply remove them from the indirect speech to get the direct speech. Here is an example to illustrate the process:
Indirect Speech: John said that he was tired and wanted to go home. Direct Speech: “I am tired and want to go home,” John said. By following these steps, you can easily convert indirect speech into direct speech. Examples of Direct and Indirect Speech Direct and indirect speech are two ways to report what someone has said. Direct speech reports the exact words
spoken by a person, while indirect speech reports the meaning of what was said. Here are some examples of both types of speech: Direct Speech Examples Direct speech is used when you want to report the exact words spoken by someone. It is usually enclosed in quotation marks and is often used in dialogue. “I am going to the store,” said Sarah. “It’s a beautiful day,”
exclaimed John. “Please turn off the lights,” Mom told me. “I will meet you at the library,” said Tom. “We are going to the beach tomorrow,” announced Mary. Indirect Speech Examples Indirect speech, also known as reported speech, is used to report what someone said without using their exact words. It is often used in news reports, academic writing, and in situations
where you want to paraphrase what someone said. Here are some examples of indirect speech: Sarah said that she was going to the store. John exclaimed that it was a beautiful day. Mom told me to turn off the lights. Tom said that he would meet me at the library. Mary announced that they were going to the beach tomorrow. In indirect speech, the verb tense may
change to reflect the time of the reported speech. For example, “I am going to the store” becomes “Sarah said that she was going to the store.” Additionally, the pronouns and possessive adjectives may also change to reflect the speaker and the person being spoken about. Overall, both direct and indirect speech are important tools for reporting what someone has said.
By using these techniques, you can accurately convey the meaning of what was said while also adding your own interpretation and analysis. Frequently Asked Questions What is direct and indirect speech? Direct and indirect speech refer to the ways in which we communicate what someone has said. Direct speech involves repeating the exact words spoken, using
quotation marks to indicate that you are quoting someone. Indirect speech, on the other hand, involves reporting what someone has said without using their exact words. How do you convert direct speech to indirect speech? To convert direct speech to indirect speech, you need to change the tense of the verbs, pronouns, and time expressions. You also need to
introduce a reporting verb, such as “said,” “told,” or “asked.” For example, “I love ice cream,” said Mary (direct speech) can be converted to “Mary said that she loved ice cream” (indirect speech). What is the difference between direct speech and indirect speech? The main difference between direct speech and indirect speech is that direct speech uses the exact words
spoken, while indirect speech reports what someone has said without using their exact words. Direct speech is usually enclosed in quotation marks, while indirect speech is not. What are some examples of direct and indirect speech? Some examples of direct speech include “I am going to the store,” said John and “I love pizza,” exclaimed Sarah. Some examples of
indirect speech include John said that he was going to the store and Sarah exclaimed that she loved pizza. What are the rules for converting direct speech to indirect speech? The rules for converting direct speech to indirect speech include changing the tense of the verbs, pronouns, and time expressions. You also need to introduce a reporting verb and use appropriate
reporting verbs such as “said,” “told,” or “asked.” What is a summary of direct and indirect speech? Direct and indirect speech are two ways of reporting what someone has said. Direct speech involves repeating the exact words spoken, while indirect speech reports what someone has said without using their exact words. To convert direct speech to indirect speech, you
need to change the tense of the verbs, pronouns, and time expressions and introduce a reporting verb. You might also like: List of Adjectives Predicate Adjective Superlative Adjectives Direct and Indirect Speech examples: The concept of indirect and direct speech is one of the fundamental concepts in English Grammar. As language is used to convey our thoughts and
feelings to others, the concept of speech becomes even more important from the language perspective. When you use direct speaking, you repeat exactly what someone has stated. To indicate where the speaker’s words begin and end, you use quotation marks. When you report what someone has said without using their exact words, you are utilizing indirect speaking.
You do not use quotation marks, and you modify the speaker’s words to fit the grammar and punctuation of the sentence in which they are reported. Here we discussed some direct and indirect speech examples which are very useful for board exams and other one-day exams. Direct and Indirect Speech Examples Here are some direct and indirect speech examples are
given below: Direct Speech Examples: “I am going to the store,” said Sarah. “It’s a beautiful day,” exclaimed John. “Please turn off the lights,” Mom told me. “I will meet you at the library,” said Tom. “We are going to the beach tomorrow,” announced Mary. Indirect Speech Examples: Sarah said that she was going to the store. John exclaimed that it was a beautiful day.
Mom told me to please turn off the lights. Tom said that he would meet me at the library. Mary announced that they were going to the beach the next day. Remember, when converting from direct to indirect speech: Change the pronouns to match the subject of the reporting clause. Adjust the tense of the reported verb (usually one step back in time). Modify time
expressions (today -> that day, tomorrow -> the next day, etc.). Use reporting verbs such as “said,” “told,” “asked,” “exclaimed,” etc. If the sentence is a question, change it to a statement and use the appropriate reporting verb. Indirect speech is used when reporting what someone else said without quoting their exact words. It is essential to pay attention to the
changes in pronouns, tenses, and reporting verbs to convey the speaker’s original message accurately. Direct and Indirect Speech Meaning Since all sentences are constructed, spoken, and written using either direct or indirect speech, as was previously mentioned, this is significant. When we need to repeat a remark or action of someone via written or verbal
communication, we employ both direct and indirect speech. It is employed to provide a direct-indirect description of what someone stated. Before proceeding to the Direct and Indirect Speech Exercises and Examples Direct Speech Direct speech repeats or quotes what has been expressed or spoken. We may need to quote something spoken by a third person while
speaking to another. Direct speech is used when a third party is directly cited. Inverted commas (” “) are used to write sentences in direct speech. The cited statement or sentence is written between the commas. Indirect Speech Indirect speech or reported speech is typically used to discuss the past, therefore we modify the tense of the words uttered into. We employ
reporting verbs such as ‘tell,”say,” and ‘ask,’ and the word ‘that’ can be used to introduce the reported in place of (” “) Direct and indirect speech introduces the concepts of’reported speech’ and’reported verb’. Direct Speech Examples Direct and Indirect Speech are the two types of speech that are used to explain with examples what other people say (or reported
Speech). Direct Speech: Direct speech is exactly what it sounds like: text that records a person’s exact words as they were spoken at the moment. In order for the reader to realise that the quoted text is the speaker’s own story, it is frequently surrounded by quotation marks. some examples of direct speech: Statement: She said, “I will be there by 5 PM.” Question: He
asked, “Have you finished the report?” Command: The coach shouted, “Run faster!” Exclamation: Mary exclaimed, “What a beautiful sunset!” Request: Tom said, “Please pass me the salt.” Response: John said, “Yes, I can help you with that.” Assertion: Sarah declared, “I'm confident that I can do this.” Expression of Emotion: Jane cried, “I'm so happy for you!”
Confirmation: The teacher asked, “Is everyone ready for the test?” Offer: Mike said, “Would you like some more coffee?” Indirect Speech Examples Indirect Speech: The terms reported speech, indirect narration, and indirect speech are all used to describe indirect communication. Indirect speech is the term used in grammar to describe when you describe someone
else’s statement in your own words without changing the statement’s meaning. some examples of direct speech transformed into indirect speech: Direct Speech: She said, “I am going to the store.” Indirect Speech: She said that she was going to the store. Direct Speech: He said, “I will call you later.” Indirect Speech: He said that he would call me later. Direct Speech:
They said, “We have finished our project.” Indirect Speech: They said that they had finished their project. Direct Speech: “It’s raining outside,” she said. Indirect Speech: She said that it was raining outside. Direct Speech: “I love this song,” he exclaimed. Indirect Speech: He exclaimed that he loved that song. Direct Speech: “Can you help me with my homework?” she
asked. Indirect Speech: She asked if I could help her with her homework. Direct Speech: “We are going to the party,” they told us. Indirect Speech: They told us that they were going to the party. Direct Speech: “I won’t be able to attend the meeting,” he said. Indirect Speech: He said that he wouldn’t be able to attend the meeting. Direct Speech: “Please pass me the
salt,” she requested. Indirect Speech: She requested me to pass her the salt. Direct Speech: “I didn’t see the movie,” he admitted. Indirect Speech: He admitted that he hadn’t seen the movie. Direct Speech: “The concert starts at 7 PM,” they informed us. Indirect Speech: They informed us that the concert started at 7 PM. Direct Speech: “I have been working on this
project,” she explained. Indirect Speech: She explained that she had been working on that project. Direct Speech: “Don’t touch that,” he warned. Indirect Speech: He warned not to touch that. Direct Speech: “I'll meet you at the cafe,” she promised. Indirect Speech: She promised to meet me at the cafe. Direct Speech: “We can solve this problem,” they assured us.
Indirect Speech: They assured us that they could solve that problem. Indirect speech is commonly used in writing, conversations, and storytelling to report what someone else has said in a more contextual and flowing manner. Direct: She said, “I am going to the store.” Indirect: She said that she was going to the store. Direct: He asked, “Have you completed your
homework?” Indirect: He asked if I had completed my homework. Direct: They exclaimed, “We won the match!” Indirect: They exclaimed with joy that they had won the match. Direct: The teacher said, “The exam will be on Friday.” Indirect: The teacher announced that the exam would be on Friday. Direct: She whispered, “I have a secret.” Indirect: She whispered that
she had a secret. Direct: He complained, “I haven’t had any coffee today.” Indirect: He complained that he hadn’t had any coffee that day. Direct: The child asked, “Can I have some ice cream?” Indirect: The child asked if he could have some ice cream. Direct: She said, “I don’t like spinach.” Indirect: She said that she didn’t like spinach. Direct: He warned, “Be careful
with that glass!” Indirect: He warned me to be careful with that glass. Direct: The manager announced, “The meeting is postponed.” Indirect: The manager announced that the meeting was postponed. Change into Indirect Speech Answer we can easily change into indirect speech answer examples are given below. Direct speech - Reporting the message of the Speaker
in the exact words as spoken by him. Direct speech example: Suman said ‘T am busy now’. Indirect speech: Reporting the message of the Speaker in our own words Indirect speech example: Suman said that she was busy then. Direct and Indirect Speech Examples Rules Below we have mentioned some rules for converting direct speech into indirect speech. These rules
will help students in mastering this topic. Rule 1: All present tenses in indirect speech are converted to the matching past tense when the reporting verb in direct speech is in the past tense For example, Direct: She said, ‘I am sad’. Indirect: She said that she was happy Rule 2: The tenses of the direct speech are not changed if the words used are within double quotes
(“”) or the reporting verb is in the present or future tense Direct: He said, ” Humans are social animals” Indirect: He said that Humans are social animals. Direct: He says/will say, ‘I am running’ Indirect: He says/will say he is running Rule 3: Past Tense and Future Tense Conversion The past tense and future tense will change in the following tense in indirect speech.
Simple past changes to Past Perfect Past Continuous Changes to Past Perfect Continuous Simple Future Changes to Present Conditional Future Continuous to Conditional Continuous Rule 4: Interrogative sentences starting with Wh questions do not require a joining clause (conjunction) while converting into indirect speech. They act as a joining clause. Said/Said to
changes into demanded, inquired, or asked Direct: The boy asked, “Where do you live?” Indirect: The boy inquired where I lived Rule 5: Interrogative sentences starting with a helping verb or auxiliary verb, while converting them into indirect speech, joining clause “if” or “whether” is used. Direct: She said, “Will you go home?’ Indirect: She asked whether we would go
home. Learn: Rules of Direct and Indirect Speech Direct and Indirect Speech Examples: Important for Board Exams Understanding Direct and Indirect Speech with Examples is the most significant component of English Grammar since direct and indirect speech construct questions in many competitive tests as well as in the board exams. Direct and Indirect Speech
Conversion - Present Tense Examples Simple Present to Simple Past Direct: “I am happy”, he said. Indirect: He said that he was happy. Present Continuous to Past Continuous Direct: “I am playing football”, she said. Indirect: She said that she was playing football. Present Perfect to Past Perfect Direct: He said, “she has completed her work”. Indirect: He said that she
had completed her work. Present Perfect Continuous to Past Perfect Continuous Direct: “I have been to San Francisco”, She told me. Indirect: She told me that she had been to San Francisco. CLAT ONLINE LIVE CLASSES 2024 Direct and Indirect speech conversion - Past Tense Examples Simple Past to Past Perfect Direct: “I did the work”, he said. Indirect: He said
that he had done the work. Past Continuous to Past Perfect Continuous Direct: “I was reading a novel”, she said. Indirect: She said that she had been reading a novel. Direct and Indirect Speech Conversion - Interrogative Sentences Examples Direct: “Where do you stay?” asked the boy. Indirect: The boy enquired where I stayed. Note: While changing the interrogative
sentence into indirect speech remove the question mark ‘?’. Direct: She said, “Will you come to the party?” Indirect: She asked whether I would come to the party. Note: While changing the interrogative sentence reporting verbs (verbs used in the first part) such as ‘said/ said to’ changes to enquired, asked, or demanded. Direct and Indirect Speech Conversion- Modals
Examples Can becomes Could May changes to Might Must change to had to /Would have to Will changes would Direct: She said, “Her sister can dance.” Indirect: She said that her sister could dance. Direct: They said, “We may go to the party.” Indirect: They said that they might buy a dress. Direct: Rahul said, “I must complete the work on time.” Indirect: Rahul said
that he had to complete the work on time. Note: Could, Would, Should, Might, and Ought to modal verbs do not change. Direct and Indirect Speech Conversion- Pronoun Examples The first person in the direct speech changes as per the subject of the sentence. Direct: My brother said, “I am in class Twelfth.” Indirect: My brother said that he was in class Twelfth. The
second person of direct speech changes as per the object of reporting speech. Direct: She says to her students, “You have done your work.” Indirect: She tells them that they have done their work. The third person of direct speech doesn’t change. Direct: My friend says, “She dances well.” Indirect: My friend says that she dances well. Direct and Indirect Speech
Exercises Direct and Indirect Speech Exercises 1: Convert the following sentences from direct speech to indirect speech. Direct: She said, “I am going to the park.” Indirect: She said that she was going to the park. Direct: “I love ice cream,” he exclaimed. Indirect: He exclaimed that he loved ice cream. Direct: “We will visit the museum tomorrow,” they told us. Indirect:
They told us that they would visit the museum the next day. Direct: “I have completed my homework,” said Jane. Indirect: Jane said that she had completed her homework. Direct: “It’s raining outside,” he said. Indirect: He said that it was raining outside. Direct and Indirect speech Exercises 2: Rewrite the following paragraph in indirect speech. Direct: “I can’t come to
the party,” Lisa said. “I have a doctor’s appointment. Peter won’t be able to make it either. He’s stuck in traffic. But we hope you all have a fantastic time.” Indirect: Lisa said that she couldn’t come to the party as she had a doctor’s appointment. She also mentioned that Peter wouldn’t be able to make it as he was stuck in traffic. However, they hoped that everyone
would have a fantastic time. Direct and Indirect speech Exercises 3: Convert the following questions from direct speech to indirect speech. Direct: She asked, “Are you coming to the meeting?” Indirect: She asked if I was coming to the meeting. Direct: “Will they finish the project on time?” he wondered. Indirect: He wondered if they would finish the project on time.
Direct: “Can you pass me the salt?” she asked her friend. Indirect: She asked her friend if she could pass her the salt. Direct: “Have you seen my keys?” he inquired. Indirect: He inquired if I had seen his keys. Direct: “Did they enjoy the movie?” he asked. Indirect: He asked if they had enjoyed the movie. Remember to change the pronouns, tenses, time expressions, and
other relevant changes when converting from direct to indirect speech. Practicing these exercises will help you become more proficient in reporting speech accurately. 50 Examples of Direct and Indirect Speech Exercises 50 examples of direct and indirect speech exercises are given below. Read 50 examples of direct and indirect speech exercises to improve your
practice Direct: The weather is nice today, said George. Indirect: George said that the weather was nice that day. Direct: He asked her, “How often do you play?” Indirect: He asked her how often she played. Direct: She said, “I work in a bank.” Indirect: She said that she worked in a bank. Direct: My mother said, “I'm angry with you.” Indirect: My mother said she was
angry with me. Direct: She said” “I can help you tomorrow.” Indirect: She said that she could help me tomorrow. Direct: My son says, “I will not eat food.” Indirect: My son says that he will not eat food. Direct: “Dance with me!” Maria said to me Indirect: Maria told me to dance with her. Direct: Must I do the city? Indirect: My sister asked if she had to do the city. Direct:
Please wash your hands! Indirect: My father told me to wash my hands. Direct: She said, “I went to the shopping center.” Indirect: She said that she had gone to the shopping center. Direct: I write poems. Indirect: He says that he writes poems. Direct: She said: “I would buy new house if I were rich”. Indirect: She said that she would buy new house if she had been
rich”. Direct: May I go out? Indirect: She wanted to know if she might go out. Direct: She is American, she said. Indirect: She said she was American. Direct: My son, do the exercise.” Indirect: Sh told her son to do the exercise. Direct: I don’t know what to do. Indirect: Samuel added that he didn’t know what to do. Direct: I am reading a book, he explained. Indirect: He
explained that he was reading a book. Direct: My father said, “I am cooking dinner.” Indirect: My father said he was cooking dinner. Direct: My sister said, “I had already eaten.” Indirect: My sister said she had already eaten. Direct: My boyfriend asked, “Do you like horror films?” Indirect: Do you like horror films? my boyfriend asked. Direct: I never get up late, my
mother said. Indirect: My mother said that she never got up late. Direct: She said, “I might come early.” Indirect: She said she might come early. Direct: I am leaving home now.” Indirect: He said that he left home then. Direct: Are you living here? Indirect: He asked me if I was living here. Direct: I'm going to come. Indirect: She said that she was going to come. Direct:
We can communicate smoothly. Indirect: They said that they could communicate smoothly. Direct: My mother isn’t very well. Indirect: She said that her mother wasn’t very well. Direct: I need help with my work. Indirect: George said “I need help with my homework.” Direct: I was walking along the Street. Indirect: He said he had been walking along the Street. Direct: I
haven’t seen George recently. Indirect: She said that she hadn’t seen George recently. Direct: I would help, but... Indirect: He said he would help but... Direct: I'm waiting for Michael, she said. Indirect: She said (that) she was waiting for Michael”. Direct: They said, “They have taken exercise.” Indirect: They said that they had taken exercise. Direct: I can speak perfect
Spanish. Indirect: He said he could speak perfect Spanish. Direct: I haven’t seen Mary. Indirect: He said he hadn’t seen Mary. Direct: What is your name? she asked me. Indirect: She asked me what my name was. Direct: I was sleeping when Mary called. Indirect: He said that he had been sleeping when Mary called. Direct: Please help me! Indirect: He asked me to help
his. Direct: “I've found a new job,” my mother said. Indirect: My mother said that she had found a new job. Direct: Go to bed! mother said to the children. Indirect: The mother told the children to go to bed. Direct: Mark arrived on Sunday, he said. Indirect: He said that Mark had arrived on Sunday. Direct: I have been to France, she told me. Indirect: She told me that
she had been to France. Direct: Michael said, “I have finished my lunch.” Indirect: She said that she had finished his lunch. Direct: My brother said, “I met Alex yesterday.’ Indirect: My brother said that he had met Alex yesterday. Direct: The dentist said, “Your father doesn’t need an operation.” Indirect: The dentist said that my father doesn’t need an operation. Direct:
He said, “Man is mortal.” Indirect: He said that man is mortal. Direct: Sansa said, “I am very busy now”. Indirect: Sansa said that she was very busy then. Direct: He said, “I am a football player.” Indirect: He said that he was a football player. Direct: Michael said, “I will buy a new car.” Indirect: Michael said that she will buy a new car. Direct: Mark said, “Bill needs a
pencil.” Indirect: Mark said that Bill needed a pencil. Sure, here are some examples of reported speech along with their corresponding answers. Example 1: Direct Speech: “I am going to the party tonight,” she said. Reported Speech: She said that she was going to the party tonight. Example 2: Direct Speech: “We have been working on this project for months,” they
exclaimed. Reported Speech: They exclaimed that they had been working on that project for months. Example 3: Direct Speech: “He will come back tomorrow,” he assured us. Reported Speech: He assured us that he would come back the next day. Example 4: Direct Speech: “I won’t be able to attend the meeting,” she told him. Reported Speech: She told him that she
wouldn’t be able to attend the meeting. Example 5: Direct Speech: “They had already left,” he informed me. Reported Speech: He informed me that they had already left. Example 6: Direct Speech: “I didn’t see her at the event,” John said. Reported Speech: John said that he hadn’t seen her at the event. Example 7: Direct Speech: “We’re planning a surprise for you,”
they whispered. Reported Speech: They whispered that they were planning a surprise for me. Example 8: Direct Speech: “It’s raining outside,” she observed. Reported Speech: She observed that it was raining outside. Example 9: Direct Speech: “I have finished my homework,” he mentioned. Reported Speech: He mentioned that he had finished his homework. Example
10: Direct Speech: “I am reading a great book,” she told me. Reported Speech: She told me that she was reading a great book. Remember that in reported speech, the tense may shift back (usually one tense back) from the original direct speech, and some pronoun changes might occur depending on the context. Also, changes in time expressions, adverbs, and
demonstratives might be necessary. Direct and Indirect Speech Worksheet Direct and indirect speech worksheet is a great way to practice and understand how reported speech works in English. Below, you'll find a direct and indirect speech worksheet with exercises designed to test knowledge of converting sentences from direct to indirect speech and vice versa.
Direct and Indirect Speech Worksheet Instructions: Convert the following sentences from direct speech to indirect speech, and vice versa. Make sure to change the tense, pronouns, and time expressions where necessary. Part A: Convert from Direct to Indirect Speech She said, “I am reading a book.” He said, “I will go to the park tomorrow.” The teacher said, “The
Earth revolves around the Sun.” “I have finished my homework,” said John. The doctor said, “You need to take this medicine twice a day.” Part B: Convert from Indirect to Direct Speech She said that she had been waiting for the bus since morning. He told me that he was going to visit his grandparents the next day. They said that they had seen the movie the previous
week. She mentioned that she could play the piano. The boy exclaimed that he had won the race. Answers: Part A She said that she was reading a book. He said that he would go to the park the next day. The teacher said that the Earth revolves around the Sun. John said that he had finished his homework. The doctor said that I needed to take that medicine twice a day.
Part B “I have been waiting for the bus since morning,” she said. “I am going to visit my grandparents tomorrow,” he told me. “We saw the movie last week,” they said. “I can play the piano,” she mentioned. “I have won the race!” the boy exclaimed. This worksheet covers basic transformations between direct and indirect speech, focusing on the changes in verb tenses,
pronouns, and time expressions. Adjustments in complexity can be made to cater to different learning levels. For indirect speech in modern philosophy, see Oratio obliqua (philosophy). For indirect speech in Latin, see Latin indirect speech. Speech expressing things other people have said without quoting In linguistics, speech or indirect discourse is a grammatical
mechanism for reporting the content of another utterance without directly quoting it. For example, the English sentence Jill said she was coming is indirect discourse while Jill said "I'm coming" would be direct discourse. In fiction, the "utterance" might amount to an unvoiced thought that passes through a stream of consciousness, as reported by an omniscient
narrator. In many languages, indirect discourse is expressed using a content clause or infinitival. When an instance of indirect discourse reports an earlier question, the embedded clause takes the form of an indirect question. In indirect speech, grammatical categories in the embedded clause often differ from those in the utterance it reports. For instance, the example
above uses the third person pronoun "she" even though Jill's original utterance used the first person pronoun "I".[1] In some languages, including English, the tense of verbs can also be changed following the sequence of tense. Some languages also have a change of mood. For instance Latin indirect speech uses the infinitive for statements and the subjunctive for
questions.[2] In indirect speech, words generally have referents appropriate to the context in which the act of reporting takes place, rather than that in which the speech act being reported took place (or is conceived as taking place). The two acts often differ in a reference point (origo) - the point in time and place and the person speaking - and also in the person being
addressed and the linguistic context. Thus when a sentence involves words or forms whose referents depend on these circumstances, they are liable to change when the sentence is put into indirect speech. In particular, this commonly affects: personal pronouns, such as I, you, he, we, and the corresponding verb forms (in pro-drop languages the meaning of the pronoun
may be conveyed solely by verb inflection). demonstratives, such as this and that. phrases of relative time or place such as now, yesterday and here. There may also be a change of tense or other modifications to the form of the verb, such as change of mood. These changes depend on the grammar of the language in question - some examples can be found in the
following sections. Indirect speech need not refer to a speech act that has actually taken place; it may concern future or hypothetical discourse; for example, If you ask him why he's wearing that hat, he'll tell you to mind your own business. Also, even when referring to a known completed speech act, the reporter may deviate freely from the words that were actually
used, provided the meaning is retained. This contrasts with direct speech, where there is an expectation that the original words will be reproduced exactly. Some modal verbs (would, could, might, should, ought to) do not change in indirect speech.[3] The indirect speech sentence is then ambiguous since it can be a result of two different direct speech sentences. For
example: I can get it for free. OR I could get it for free. He said that he could get it for free. (ambiguity) However, in many Slavic languages, there is no change of tense in indirect speech and so there is no ambiguity. For example, in Polish (a male speaker, hence third person masculine singular): Moge mie¢ to za darmo. (I can get it for free) On powiedzial, ze
moze mie¢ to za darmo. (literally: He said that he can get it for free.) Some examples of changes in form in indirect speech in English are given below. See also Sequence of tenses, and Uses of English verb forms § Indirect speech. It is raining hard. She says that it is raining hard. (no change)[4] She said that it was raining hard. (change of tense when the main verb is
past tense) I have painted the ceiling blue. He said that he had painted the ceiling blue. (change of person and tense) I shall come to your party tomorrow. I said that I would come to his party the next day/the following day. (change of shall to would, person and time expression) Will you come to my party tomorrow? I asked if he/she would come to my party the next
day/the following day. (change of will to would, person and time expression) How do people manage to live in this city? I asked him how people managed to live in that city. (change of tense and question syntax, and of demonstrative) Please leave the room. I asked them to leave the room. (use of infinitive phrase) I am a traitor... You believe me to be a traitor...[5] (use of
infinitive phrase) The tense changes illustrated above (also called backshifting), which occur because the main verb ("said", "asked") is in the past tense, are not obligatory when the situation described is still valid:[6][7][8] Ed is a bore. She said that Ed was/is a bore.[7] (optional change of tense) I am coming over to watch television. Benjamin said that he is/was coming
over to watch television.[8] (change of person, optional change of tense) In these sentences, the original tense can be used provided that it remains equally valid at the time of the reporting of the statement (Ed is still considered a bore; Benjamin is still expected to come over). In Ancient Greek, statements and questions that are reported are sometimes quoted by using
indirect statements and questions. There are three types of indirect statements and one type of indirect question, but all are introduced with a verb of thought, belief, speaking, or questioning. Verbs such as ¢nui require no additional introductory particle. The quoted speech is rendered with the following changes: the finite verb is transformed into the corresponding
infinitive, and the nominative subject and the predicate are transformed into the accusative. The accusative object remains unchanged. Tense, voice, and number remain unchanged. attn 1) yovi} (nom.) €0t KaAn (nom.) "This woman is pretty." 6 dvfip @not TadTY Y yuvaika (acc.) elvat KaAnp (acc.) "The man says (that) this woman is pretty." Verbs such as y1yv@hokw
require no additional introductory particle. However, the nominative subject, and the predicate, if present, are changed into the accusative case, and the finite verb, agreeing with them, is changed into the corresponding participle in the accusative case. The accusative object remains unchanged. Tense, voice, and number remain unchanged. 6 &vTp y1yvwoket TadTNV
v yuvaika ovoav KaAnp. "The man knows (that) this woman is pretty." With the two species of indirect statements above, however, if the subject of the quoted speech is the same as its speaker, the subject is omitted and is understood in the nominative, and the predicate, if present, remains in the nominative case. Verbs such as Aéyw require either w¢ or 6Tt as an
introductory particle. If the introductory verb is in a secondary tense, the finite verb of the wg/6Tt clause is usually changed from the indicative mood into the corresponding tense in the optative mood, but the indicative verb is sometimes retained for vividness. 1) yovf} £€ott KaAf|. "The woman is beautiful." 6 avnp EAeyepv wg 1 yoon £in (present optative) KaAn/éoTt (present
indicative) kaAn. "The man said that the woman was beautiful." Main article: Latin indirect speech In Latin grammar, indirect speech is called oratio obliqua[9] (direct speech is called oratio recta). An indirect statement or question can replace the direct object of a verb that is related to thought or communication. An indirect statement is expressed by changing the
case of the subject noun phrase from nominative to accusative and by replacing the main verb with an infinitive (as in the English phrase "You believe me to be a traitor" above). The voice remains unchanged, but the tense of the infinitive is controlled mostly by the temporal relationship between the time expressed by the matrix verb's tense and the time denoted by the
infinitive. The present tense at the moment of utterance (a simultaneous state of affairs between the matrix verb and the infinitive) is expressed by the present infinitive. The past tense (the infinitive's state of affairs is before that of the matrix verb) is expressed by the perfect infinitive. The future tense (a time posterior after that of matrix verb) is expressed by the
future infinitive. Practically, six tenses of the indicative must be transformed into three available infinitival tenses. An accurate reproduction of the full temporal sense of direct speech is thus often impossible:[10] Amo libertatem. ("I love freedom") Dicit se amare libertatem. ("He says that he loves freedom") Rex dedit omnibus leges. ("The king gave laws to everyone")
Credo regem dedisse omnibus leges. ("I believe that the king gave laws to everyone") Videbimus permulta cras. ("We shall see very many things tomorrow") Speras nos visuros esse permulta cras. ("You hope that we shall see very many things tomorrow") Tertium non datur. ("No third possibility is given") Docuit philosophus tertium non dari. ("The philosopher taught
that no third possibility is given") In Senatu imperator interfectus est. ("The emperor was Kkilled in the Senate") Audivi imperatorem in Senatu interfectum esse. ("I heard that the emperor was killed in the Senate") As is shown from the first example, even a coreferent subject must be expressed in the accusative if its clause is put into the infinitive. The accusative of
reflexive pronouns is used in the corresponding person and number (singular: me, te, se; plural: nos, vos, se). For predication by a copula (typically, esse), the case of the predicate adjective or noun changes from nominative to accusative. The same happens to any syntactic constituent that stood in the nominative case before it became indirect speech. Sum felix. ("I am
happy") Dixit se esse felicem. ("He said that he was happy") Cadam pugnans. ("I shall fall dead while fighting") (A participle in the nominative.) Dicit se casurum esse pugnantem. ("He says that he will fall dead while fighting") (The participle is now in the accusative and agrees in case to the accusative agent, denoted by the pronoun se) After passive verbs of speaking,
reporting, thinking, or perceiving, the nominative with infinitive (Latin: Nominativus cum infinitivo) is generally preferred, especially after monolectic matrix verb types.[11] That construction is called, in generative linguistics, subject-to-subject raising: the noun phrase (in the accusative) is detached from the infinitive and is raised as the nominative subject of the
matrix passive verb: Dicitur [Homerum caecum fuisse]. Impersonal construction: the infinitival clause serves as the subject of the verb dicitur. Dicitur Homerus [caecus fuisse]. Personal construction: the noun Homerus in the nominative serves as the subject of the verb dicitur (and is implied also as the subject of the infinitive fuisse). The whole infinitival clause is said
to serve now as the object of the verb dicitur (that is not exactly accepted by modern linguistic approaches to subject-to-subject raising phenomena). If an imperfect or a pluperfect was initially used in direct speech, the perfect infinitive is normally used instead, as it the only one capable of denoting a state of affairs earlier than the one denoted by the matrix verb that
introduces the indirect speech.[12] Cogitabam/Cogitaveram aliquid. ("I was thinking/had thought something") Dixit se cogita(vi)sse aliquid ("He said that he had been thinking/had thought something") (Sometimes, the present infinitive is used as the representative of the imperfect indicative and so it is called, by some grammarians, the imperfect infinitive.)[13] The
future perfect indicative, a tense denoting a state of affairs completed in the future and so later than another state of affairs in the future, becomes, according to at least some grammarians,[13] the circumlocution fore ut + perfect of pluperfect subjunctive, in accordance to the sequence of tenses at hand, a sort of substantive consecutive clause serving as subject of the
infinitive fore.[14] In the passive, a form of the periphrastic infinitive -tus fore is normally used:[15] Cogitavero aliquid. ("I shall have thought something") Dixit fore ut cogita(vi)sset aliquid ("He said that he should have thought something") Urbs expugnata erit ("The city will have been captured") Dixit urbem expugnatam fore ("He said that the city would have been
captured") A potential subjunctive is changed to some sort of periphrastic infinitive: a present subjunctive becomes -urum esse or posse, followed by the present infinitive; an imperfect or pluperfect subjunctive becomes -urum fuisse:[16] Urbem capiam ("I would/can/may capture the city.") Dixit se urbem capturum esse/capere posse ("He said that he would/could/might
capture the city.") Urbem caperem ("I would/could/might be capturing the city; I could/might have captured the city (poetic).") Dixit se urbem capturum fuisse ("He said that he would/could/might be capturing the city.") Urbem cepissem ("I would/could/might have captured the city.") Dixit se urbem capturum fuisse ("He said that he would/could/might have captured the
city.") An indirect question is expressed by changing the mood of the main verb from the indicative to the subjunctive. Some rhetoric questions change the verb to the accusative, followed by the infinitive, as if it were a real declarative statement in direct speech [17]). It is normally appropriate to retain the word that introduces the question, but a relative pronoun or
adverb is occasionally used instead of one that is initially interrogative. The subjunctive tense is controlled by the Sequence of Tenses. Its sequence depends on the tense of the matrix verb of asking, perceiving etc. by which the indirect question is introduced:[18] 1. The present indicative becomes the present subjunctive after a primary tense (present, future, future
perfect of primary perfect), but it turns into the imperfect subjunctive after a secondary tense (a past tense: imperfect, secondary perfect, pluperfect and, occasionally, historic present): Quis hoc dubitat? ("Who doubts this?") Quaerit quis (or: qui) hoc dubitet. ("He asks who doubts this.") Quaesivit quis (or: qui) hoc dubitaret. ("He asked who was doubting this.") 2. The
future indicative is turned into the periphrastic conjugation in -urus sim (the present periphrastic subjunctive is used as the future subjunctive) or -urus essem (the imperfect periphrastic subjunctive). Quis hoc dubitabit? ("Who will doubt this?") Quaerit quis (or: qui) hoc dubitaturus sit. ("He asks who will doubt this.") Quaesivit quis (or: qui) hoc dubitaturus esset. ("He
asked who would doubt this.") However, the use of present subjunctive after a primary tense and imperfect subjunctive after a secondary tense is also often attested, especially if the future reference is obvious from the context and for a passive verb (passives lack the periphrastic conjugation -urus sim). 3. The imperfect, perfect, pluperfect and future perfect indicative
are turned into the perfect or pluperfect subjunctive after primary and secondary tenses respectively: Quis hoc dubitabat/dubitavit/dubita(ve)rat/dubita(ve)rit? ("Who was doubting/doubted/had doubted/will have doubted this?") Quaerit quis (or: qui) hoc dubita(ve)rit. ("He asks who was doubting/had doubted/will have doubted this.") Quaesivit quis (or: qui) hoc
dubita(vi)sset. ("He asked who had been doubting/would have been doubting this.") A deliberative subjunctive, always in the present tense in direct speech, is always retained in an indirect question. The tense of the direct form is unchanged unless the matrix verb had a secondary tense, when the present tense becomes imperfect. An initially secondary subjunctive, the
imperfect, is retained, regardless of the tense into which the matrix verb is changed, primary or secondary:[19] Quid scribam? ("What am I to write?") Nescit quid scribat. ("He doesn't know what to write.") Nesciebat quid scriberet. ("He didn't know what to write.") Quid scriberem? ("What do you think I ought to have done?") Nescit/nesciebat quid scriberet. ("He
does/did not know what to write.") The potential subjunctive is retained as well. Primary subjunctives are changed to the corresponding secondary subjunctives, which stay the same. The idea of possibility is often expressed by periphrases: by -urus sim, essem, fuerim, fuissem and by a subjunctive tense of possum + present infinitive:[20] Quis hoc dubitet? ("Who can
doubt this?") Quaerit quis (qui) hoc dubitet/dubitare possit. ("He asks who can doubt this.") Quaesivit quis (qui) hoc dubitaret/dubitare posset. ("He asked who could doubt this.") Quis hoc dubitaret/dubita(vi)sset? ("Who could doubt/could have doubted this?") Quaerit quis (or: qui) hoc dubitaret/dubita(vi)sset/dubitaturus fuerit. ("He asks who could doubt/could have
doubted this.") A dependent clause in the indicative is put into the subjunctive if it is changed to indirect speech. Almost all the rules stated above hold for indirect questions:[21] The simple present particular conditional becomes the present indicative in the protasis and the apodosis: Si id credis, erras ("If you believe that, you are wrong.") Dicit te, si id credas, errare
("He says that if you believe that, you are wrong.") Dixit te, si id crederes, errare. ("He said that if you believed that, you were wrong.") The unreal present conditional (an imperfect subjunctive in the protasis and the apodosis; an unreal imperfect subjunctive remains unchanged in the protasis; an unreal imperfect subjunctive becomes the infinitive -urum fuisse in the
apodosis): Si id crederes, errares. ("If you believed that, you would be wrong.") Dicit/dixit te, si id crederes, erraturum fuisse. ("He says/said that if you believed that, you would be wrong.") The vivid future conditional (a future perfect indicative in a protasis, a direct question with a future indicative in an apodosis; a protasis is changed to a perfect or pluperfect
subjunctive, according to the rules of the sequence of tenses; an apodosis similarly is changed to an indirect question with the periphrastic -usus sim/essem): Cur, si id credideris, errabis? ("Why, if you believe that, will you be wrong?") Quaerit cur, si id credideris, erraturus sis. ("He asks why, if you believe that, you will be wrong.") Quaesivit cur, si id credidisses,
erraturus esses. ("He asked why, if you believed that, you would be wrong.") In Russian and many other Slavic languages, indirect speech uses the same verb tense as the equivalent sentence in direct speech: 4 #e mo6mio mokomnan. ("I don't like chocolate") Oxa cka3aina, uTo He mo6uT mwokosand. ("She said that she didn't like chocolate", literally, "She said that (she)
doesn't like chocolate") Persian is similar to Slavic languages and indirect speech uses the same verb forms as those of direct speech: p,lx cuwgy M. ("I don't like chocolate") 5,lx cuwgy oM oS casS. ("He/She said that he/she didn't like chocolate", literally, "He/She said that he/she doesn't like chocolate") German indirect speech consists formally of dependent clauses ¢
saying, holding, thinking or the like, but they may sometimes be elliptically left out and simply implied. Questions take their question-word, yes-no-questions take ob ("whether"), and statements take dass for the conjunction. Also, German indirect speech must be put into subjunctive mood. That is one of the primary uses for the non-periphrastical subjunctive. Hans gibt
an, dass er taglich Sport treibe. Darauf will Michael wissen, welche Sportart er bevorzuge. Markus hingegen interessiert sich mehr dafiir, ob er dazu ein Fitness-Studio aufsuche. Hans states he practices sport daily. Michael consequently wants to know which kind of sports he prefers. Markus on the other hand is rather interested in [the question] whether he goes to a
gym for doing so. The conjunction "dass" can be left out. In that case, the indirect speech is put into main-clause word order (inflected verb at second place) even though it is still a dependent clause separated by a comma: Hans gibt an, er treibe taglich Sport. Hans states he practices sport daily. In longer segments of indirect speech, which, at least in written German,
are as normal as they would be in Latin, only the first sentence or none of them has a "dass", and full-stops are put wherever they would have been put in direct speech. Hans gibt an, dass er taglich Sport treibe. Er habe zuerst mit Dauerlauf begonnen. Mittlerweile ziehe er aber den Mannschaftssport vor. Er spiele FuSball im Verein SC Oberhiigelhausen und trainiere
fleiBig, damit man ihn bald in die erste Mannschaft aufnehme; darauf habe er gute Chancen. Hans states he practices sport daily. At first he began with jogging, but now he prefers team sports. He has started to play football in the club SC Oberhiigelhausen and he is training hard so that they will add him to the first team soon; he has [according to him] good chances
for that. Shorter statements of indirect speech may be presented in the indicative if they are not doubted; however, it would be colloquial to do so but to leave the "dass" out: Hans gibt an, dass er taglich Sport treibt. Hans states he practices sport daily. Notes on the subjunctive: The German subjunctive is mostly regular even if the indicative is irregular such as sein "to
be". The stem of the word (infinitive minus -en or -n) is followed by -e, -est, -e, -en, et, -en. Other than in the indicative, an -e- remains even the most colloquial speech be (the few exceptions still differentiate the indicative, such as "du seist" for "du seiest"). If the direct speech is in the present, the present subjunctive is used. If the direct speech is the past, whether it is
expressed by the perfect or by the preterite, the perfect subjunctive is used (not the imperfect subjunctive). If the direct speech is in the future, the future subjunctive is used; both of the latter are formed by adding the auxiliaries that form the perfect or future into the subjunctive. If the present subjunctive is the same as the present indicative, which can often happen
other than in the third person-singular, whose the regular indicative ending is a -t, the second subjunctive, also known as irrealis, Konjunktiv II, or traditionally as the imperfect subjunctive, is used. The present subjunctive is identical to the preterite in weak verbs but has the same endings as the first subjunctive, which differentiate at least the first-person and the
third-person singular in strong verbs, whose indicative does not end in -e. Strong verbs usually also add an umlaut (ich zog — ich zoge) or even use an older form to form the umlaut (ich stand, older ich stund — ich stiinde). If the imperfect subjunctive is the same as the preterite indicative, shorter statements also use the periphrastic construction of the conjunctive for
the actual irrealis (ich wirde machen, etc.). However, the subjunctive can be left in place unchanged, which is almost always the case for longer segments. The second subjunctive is often used even when the first subjunctive form of a verb is unambiguous. Grammarians differ whether that is ever acceptable, such as when expressing a large amount of doubt. If the
direct speech is in the pluperfect, the (otherwise-deprecated) "redoubled perfect" is accurate: "Er sagte, das FulSballspiel habe gestern nicht stattfinden konnen, weil ein Gewitter den Platz iberschwemmt gehabt habe." (He said, the football match could not [lit. has not been able to] take place yesterday, because a thunderstorm had flooded [lit. has had flooded] the
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280 Retrieved from " In this article, we will cover important rules of direct and indirect speech, relevant for the English Language section of various competitive exams. Aspirants of various Government exams such as SSC, RRB, IBPS, Insurance, etc. must go through the concept and rules of direct - indirect speech carefully, as the English language is a part of the
syllabus for most of these exams. What is Direct & Indirect Speech? Direct speech - reporting the message of the speaker in the exact words as spoken by him. Direct speech example: Maya said ‘I am busy now’. Indirect speech: reporting the message of the speaker in our own words Indirect speech example: Maya said that she was busy then. Let us understand the
direct and indirect rules with examples and for all tenses so that you can apply them correctly, without making any mistakes in the exams. Direct And Indirect Speech Rules PDF:-Download PDF Here Direct And Indirect Speech Rules Rules for converting Direct into Indirect speech To change a sentence of direct speech into indirect speech there are various factors that
are considered, such as reporting verbs, modals, time, place, pronouns, tenses, etc. We will discuss each of these factors one by one. Rule 1 - Direct To Indirect Speech Conversion - Reporting Verb When the reporting verb of direct speech is in past tense then all the present tenses are changed to the corresponding past tense in indirect speech. Direct to indirect
speech example: Direct: She said, ‘I am happy’. Indirect: She said (that) she was happy. In indirect speech, tenses do not change if the words used within the quotes (“’) talk of a habitual action or universal truth. Direct to indirect speech example: Direct: He said, “We cannot live without air’. Indirect: He said that we cannot live without air. The tenses of direct speech
do not change if the reporting verb is in the future tense or present tense. Direct to indirect speech example: Direct: She says/will say, ‘I am going’ Indirect: She says/will say she is going. Rule 2 - Direct Speech to Indirect Speech conversion - Present Tense Present Perfect Changes to Past Perfect. Direct to indirect speech example: Direct: “I have been to Boston”, she
told me. Indirect: She told me that she had been to Boston. Present Continuous Changes to Past Continuous Direct to indirect speech example: Direct: “I am playing the guitar”, she explained. Indirect: She explained that she was playing the guitar. Present Perfect Changes to Past Perfect Direct to indirect speech example: Direct: He said, “She has finished her
homework”. Indirect: He said that she had finished her homework. Simple Present Changes to Simple Past Direct to indirect speech example: Direct: “I am unwell”, she said. Indirect: She said that she was unwell. Rule 3 - Direct Speech to Indirect Speech conversion - Past Tense & Future Tense Simple Past Changes to Past Perfect Direct to indirect speech example:
Direct: She said, “Irvin arrived on Sunday.” Indirect: She said that Irvin had arrived on Sunday. Past Continuous Changes to Past Perfect Continuous Direct to indirect speech example Direct: “We were playing basketball”, they told me. Indirect: They told me that they had been playing basketball. Future Changes to Present Conditional Direct to indirect speech example
Direct: She said, “I will be in Scotland tomorrow.” Indirect: She said that she would be in Scotland the next day. Future Continuous Changes to Conditional Continuous Direct to indirect speech example Direct: He said, “I’ll be disposing of the old computer next Tuesday.” Indirect: He said that he would be disposing of the old computer the following Tuesday. To ace the
verbal ability section, it is important to have a clear conceptual knowledge of Direct and Indirect Speech, their usage and applications in English language. Therefore, candidates can go through the video on Direct and Indirect Speech rules in English Language, given below for better understanding- For the preparation of the English language section in a better way, it
is important that you go through the following topics thoroughly. Candidates are advised to check the General English for Competitive Exams page for more articles on rules for English grammar, list of idioms and phrases, synonyms & antonyms, etc. Rule 4 - Direct Speech to Indirect Speech Conversion - Interrogative Sentences No conjunction is used, if a sentence in
direct speech begins with a question (what/where/when) as the “question-word” itself acts as a joining clause. Direct to indirect speech example Direct: “Where do you live?” asked the boy. Indirect: The boy enquired where I lived. If a direct speech sentence begins with an auxiliary verb/helping verb, the joining clause should be if or whether. Direct to indirect speech
example Direct: She said, ‘Will you come for the party’? Indirect: She asked whether we would come for the party. Reporting verbs such as ‘said/ said to’ changes to enquired, asked, or demanded. Direct to indirect speech example Direct: He said to me, “‘What are you wearing’? Indirect: He asked me what I was wearing. Candidates can also check the links given below
to understand the concept of word formation in English and to learn the common words in English Language that appear in most of the competitive exams- English Root Words Most asked English Vocabulary Words Rule 5 - Direct Speech to Indirect Speech Conversion - Changes in Modals While changing direct speech to indirect speech, the modals used in the
sentences change like: Can becomes could May becomes might Must becomes had to /would have to Check the examples: Direct : She said, ‘She can dance’. Indirect: She said that she could dance. Direct: She said, ‘I may buy a dress’. Indirect: She said that she might buy a dress. Direct: Rama said, ‘I must complete the assignment’. Indirect: Rama said that he had to
complete the assignment. There are modals that do not change - Could, Would, Should, Might, Ought to Direct: She said, ‘I should clean the house’ Indirect: She said that she should clean the house. Rule 6 - Direct Speech to Indirect Speech Conversion - Pronoun The first person in direct speech changes as per the subject of the speech. Direct speech to indirect speech
examples- Direct: He said, “I am in class Twelfth.” Indirect: He says that he was in class Twelfth. The second person of direct speech changes as per the object of reporting speech. Direct speech to indirect speech examples - Direct: She says to them, “You have done your work.” Indirect: She tells them that they have done their work. The third person of direct speech
doesn’t change. Direct speech to indirect speech examples - Direct: He says, “She dances well.” Indirect: He says that she dances well. Rule 7 - Direct Speech to Indirect Speech Conversion - Request, Command, Wish, Exclamation Indirect Speech is supported by some verbs like requested, ordered, suggested and advised. Forbid-forbade is used for negative sentences.
Therefore, the imperative mood in the direct speech changes into the Infinitive in indirect speech. Direct: She said to her ‘Please complete it’. Indirect: She requested her to complete it. Direct: Hamid said to Ramid, ‘Sit down’. Indirect: Hamid ordered Ramid to sit down. In Exclamatory sentences that express grief, sorrow, happiness, applaud, Interjections are removed
and the sentence is changed to an assertive sentence. Direct: She said, ‘Alas! I am undone’. Indirect: She exclaimed sadly that she was broke. Aspirants are well aware that English is an important component of the syllabus of various competitive exams and it is important to be clear with the basic concepts. Therefore, given below are a few articles to clarify the
confusion between usage of common but confusing words in the English Language. More such concept-wise, subject-wise differences can be found on the 100 Difference between Articles page linked here. Rule 8 - Direct Speech to Indirect Speech Conversion - Punctuations In direct speech, the words actually spoken should be in (") quotes and always begin with a
capital letter. Example: She said, “I am the best.” Full stop, comma, exclamation or question mark, are placed inside the closing inverted commas. Example: They asked, “Can we sing with you?” If direct speech comes after the information about who is speaking, a comma is used to introduce the speech, placed before the first inverted comma. Direct speech example:
He shouted, “Shut up!” Direct speech example: “Thinking back,” he said, “she didn’t expect to win.” (Comma is used to separate the two direct speeches and no capital letter to begin the second sentence). Rule 9 - Direct Speech to Indirect Speech Conversion - Change of Time In direct speeches, the words that express nearness in time or place are changed to words
that express distance in indirect speech. Such as : Now becomes then Here becomes there Ago becomes before Thus becomes so Today becomes that day Tomorrow becomes the next day This becomes that Yesterday becomes the day before These become those Hither becomes thither Come becomes go Hence
becomes thence Next week or month becomes following week/month Examples: Direct: He said, ‘His girlfriend came yesterday.’ Indirect: He said that his girlfriend had come the day before. The time expression does not change if the reporting verb is in the present tense or future tense. Examples: Direct: He says/will say, ‘My girlfriend came yesterday.’ Indirect: He
says/will say that his girlfriend had come the day before. Video - Direct & Indirect Speech in English Grammar Rules of converting Indirect Speech into Direct Speech The following rules should be followed while converting an indirect speech to direct speech: Use the reporting verb such as (say, said to) in its correct tense. Put a comma before the statement and the
first letter of the statement should be in capital letter. Insert question mark, quotation marks, exclamation mark and full stop, based on the mood of the sentence. Remove the conjunctions like (that, to, if or whether) wherever necessary. Where the reporting verb is in past tense in indirect, change it to present tense in the direct speech. Change the past perfect tense
either into present perfect tense or past tense, as necessary. Check the examples: Indirect: She asked whether she was coming to the prom night. Direct: She said to her, “Are you coming to the prom night?” Indirect: The girl said that she was happy with her result. Direct: The girl said. “I am happy with my result.” Direct And Indirect Speech Rules PDF:-Download PDF
Here Direct-Indirect Speech - Sample Questions For the English Language The significance of knowing the rules of direct and indirect speech for the English language section of various competitive exams can only be understood by knowing the type of questions asked in the examination, based on the same. Given below are samples of direct and indirect speech
questions asked in the English language section of various government examinations: Q.1. Find out the correct indirect speech for the given sentence. She said,’ I have baked a cake’ She said that she baked a cake She said that she had baked a cake. She said that I baked a cake. She said that she had bake a cake. Answer (2) She said that she had baked a cake. Q.2.
Choose the correct sentence. Aviral said, “‘What a beautiful rainbow it is’. Aviral exclaimed wonderfully that the scenery was very beautiful. Aviral said with wonder that the scenery was very beautiful. Aviral exclaimed with wonder that the scenery is very beautiful. Aviral exclaimed with wonder that the scenery was very beautiful. Answer (4) Aviral exclaimed with
wonder that the scenery was very beautiful. Q.3. The correct indirect speech for “This world’, she said, ‘is full of sorrow. Wish that I were dead’. is? She observed that the world is full of sorrow. She wished to be dead. She said that the world was full of sorrow. She wished to be dead. She observed that the world was full of sorrow. She wished to be dead. She observed
that the world was full of sorrow. She wished to die. Answer (1) She observed that the world is full of sorrow. She wished to be dead Q.4. The policeman said, “Where are the weapons?’ The policeman inquired where was the weapons. The policeman enquired where are the weapons. The policeman enquired where were the weapons. The policeman questioned where
were the weapon. Answer (3) The policeman enquired where were the weapons. Q.5. The man said, ‘Ah! I am ruined.” The man cried that he was in ruined. The man exclaimed in grief that he was ruin. The man said that Ah, he is ruined. The man exclaimed with sorrow that he was ruined. Answer (4) The man exclaimed with sorrow that he was ruined. To prepare well
for the English section, it is essential to practise and revise regularly for conceptual clarity. Hence, go through the exercise on Direct and Indirect Speech Questions and Answers in the given link. For more variety and scope of direct and indirect speech questions asked in the English section of various competitive exams, go through Previous Year Question Papers PDF
with Solutions. Candidates can also check the variations and scope of questions asked in the competitive exams on the other relevant topics of English language below: Check the Verbal Ability page to get more Question and Answer articles based on different general English topics. Candidates who are preparing for the upcoming government exams must carefully go
through the concept of Direct and Indirect speech rules, as candidates tend to score the least in the English Language section of these exams. Aspirants of various government exams can refer to the detailed exam syllabus in the links given below: For further questions or information regarding competitive exams, study material or best books for preparation, candidates
can turn to BYJU’S. We often have to give information about what people say or think. In order to do this, we can use direct or quoted speech or indirect or reported speech.Direct SpeechSaying exactly what someone has said is called direct speech (sometimes called quoted speech).Here what a person says appears within quotation marks (“...”) and should be word for
word (exactly as it was originally said).For example:She said, “Today’s lesson is on presentations.” Or “Today’s lesson is on presentations,” she said.Indirect speechindirect speech (sometimes called reported speech or Narration), doesn’t use quotation marks to enclose what the person said and it doesn’t have to be word for word. Thus, in indirect speech, we convey the
speaker’s message in our own words.When reporting speech the tense usually changes. This is because when we use reported speech, we are usually talking about a time in the past (because obviously, the person who spoke originally spoke in the past). The verbs therefore usually have to be in the past too.For example:Direct Speech: He said, “I'm going to the
cinema”.Indirect Speech: He said that he was going to the cinema.Direct and Indirect Speech RulesBelow is a reported speech tense change chart with the rules for backshifting for each tense and for modal verbs.Reported speech does not go back a tense if it is already in the past perfect (there is no further back it can go), and some modal verbs also do not
change.Direct SpeechReported Speechpresent simplepast simple“I’m a teacher”He said he was a teacherpresent continuouspast continuous“I’'m having lunch with my parents”He said he was having lunch with his parents.present perfect simplepast perfect simple“I’ve been to France three times”He said he had been to France three times.present perfect continuouspast
perfect continuous“I've been working very hard”He said he had been working very hard.past simplepast perfect“I bought a new car”He said he had bought a new car.past continuouspast perfect continuous“It was raining earlier”He said it had been raining earlier.past perfectpast perfect (No change)“The play had started when I arrived”She said the play had started
when she arrivedpast perfect continuouspast perfect continuous (No change)“I had already been living in London for five years”Jack told me she had already been living in London for five yearsFuture Tense shall/willFuture in the Past should/wouldEli said, “I will buy the book tomorrow”Eli said that she would buy the book tomorrow.Other verb forms also sometimes
changewill would“I will come and see you soon”He said he would come and see me soon.cancould”“l can swim under water for two minutes”He said he could swim under water for two minutes.musthad to“All tickets must be bought in advance”He said that all tickets had to be bought in advance.shallshould“What shall we do about it?”He asked what we should do about
it.maymight“May I smoke?”He asked if he might smoke.ought toNo change“You ought to come at 7 pm”He told me I ought to come at 7 pmShouldNo change“I should have helped you”He said he should have helped meWouldNo change“I would walk the dog at night”She said she would walk the dog at nightCouldNo change“You culdn’t do it”"He told me I culdn’t do
itMightNo change“I might arrive late”He said he might arrive latel. Simple Present to Simple PastDirect: He said, “The boy goes home.” Indirect: He said that the boy went home.2. Present Continuous to Past ContinuousDirect: Ram said, “I am reading a book.” Indirect: Ram said that he was reading a book.3. Present Perfect to Past Perfect Direct: The girl said, “I have
lost my pen.” Indirect: The girl said that she had lost her pen.4. Present Perfect Continuous to Past Perfect ContinuousDirect: He said, “Ram has been going.” Indirect: He said that Ram had been going.5. Past Indefinite to Past Perfect Direct: Mother said, “I bought a watch for you.”Indirect: Mother said that she had bought a watch for him.6. Past Continuous to Past
Perfect ContinuousDirect: Raju said, “I was repairing a car.” Indirect: Raju said that he had been repairing a car.7. Future Tense (shall/will) to future in the Past (should/would) Direct: The teacher said, “I shall give you notes.” Indirect: The teacher said that he would give them notes.8. Conditional to Perfect Conditional Direct:Direct: He said, “If I had the money I could
buy the car.” Indirect: She said that if he had the money he could have bought the car. 9. Past Perfect Tense: No ChangeDirect: She said, “I had gone to Bhagalpur.” Indirect: She said that she had gone to Bhagalpur.10. Auxiliary Verbs (would, should, might, could, ought, must) — No ChangeDirect: He said, “I would like to take milk.” Indirect: He said that he would like
to take milk.Direct: The boy said, “The teacher could have solved it in no time.” Indirect: The boy said that the teacher could have solved it in no time.Direct: He said, “The boy must apologise to the teacher.” Indirect: He said that the boy must apologise to the teacher.The reporting verb said/said to is changed in asked, demanded, ordered, enquired as per the nature of
the sentence.Example:Toni said, “What is Luna doing?” Toni asked me what Luna was doing.While a sentence starts with reporting verb then at the conversion time if /whether is used as the joining clause.Example:Luna said, “Will she come for lunch?” Luna asked if she would come for lunch.In case the sentence starts from “Wh” question word, then no extra
conjunction is used.Example:The boy asked, “Where do you stay?” The boy inquired where I stayedThings are slightly more complicated with imperativespositive imperativetell + infinitiveShut up!He told me to shut up.negative imperativetell + not + infinitiveDon’t do that again!He told me not to do it again.imperatives as requestsask + infinitivePlease give me some
moneyHe asked me to give him some money.Time and place references often have to changenow thentoday that dayhere therethis thatthis weekthat weektomorrowthe following day, the next day, the day afternext weekthe following week, the next week, the week afteryesterday the previous day, the day beforelast weekthe previous week, the week beforeagopreviously,
before2 weeks ago2 weeks previously, 2 weeks beforetonightthat nightlast Saturdaythe previous Saturday, the Saturday beforenext Saturdaythe following Saturday, the next Saturday, the Saturday after, that SaturdayExamples:I went to the theatre last night. He said he had gone to the theatre the night before.I’'m having a party next weekend. He said he was having a
party the next weekend.I'm staying here until next week. He said he was staying there until the following week.I came over from London 3 years ago. He said he had come over from London 3 years before.When verbs don’t follow the rules?The verb tenses do not always follow the rules shown above. For example, if the reporting verb is in the present tense, there is no
change in the reported sentence. Also, a sentence in direct speech in present or future tense can remain the same if what is said is still true or relevant.For example:You've invited someone for dinner at your house, and the phone rings. It's them! They say:(on the phone) “I'm sorry, but I think I'm going to be a bit late. There’s a lot of traffic.”After you finish speaking on
the phone, you say to someone else:That was Juan. He said he thinks he’s going to be late because there’s a lot of traffic. Another example:A friend says to you: “Maria’s ill. She’s got chickenpox!”You say to someone else: Laura said that Maria’s ill. She’s got chickenpox.However, the following day you see Maria at the beach. You’'re surprised and say to her:Laura said
that you were ill. She said you had chickenpox.This has to change to the past because it isn’t true. Maria obviously isn’t ill. Direct statements in past tense do not always change either, because a change might alter the meaning or just make it sound confusing.For example:A friend is telling you about the horrible weather: “It started raining heavily when I left work.”
(This is where things get confusing):He said it had started raining heavily when he had left work (it sounds horrible and the sentence is almost nothing but verbs).He said it had started raining heavily when he left work (is wrong because it means it was already raining when he left work)He said it started raining heavily when he left work (is the best version because it
is accurate, short, and there is no confusion because of the time context)Generally speaking, the past simple and continuous don’t always need to be changed if:There is a time context which makes everything clear, and/or there is another action already using the past perfect, which might alter the meaning or make things confusing.Rules for Universal Truth, Habitual
Facts, etc.(i) If the Reported Speech states some General, Universal or Habitual Truth, Proverb, Historical event in the past, Improbable future condition, the Present Tense used there is not changed into the corresponding past form.Example:Direct: My friend said, “I am an early riser.” Indirect: My friend said that he is an early riser.Direct: Father said, “Man is the
only animal that cooks his food.” Indirect: Father said that man is the only animal that cooks his food.Direct: The teacher said, “Honesty is the best policy.” Indirect: The teacher said that honesty is the best policy.Direct: The teacher said, “The earth moves around the sun.” Indirect: The teacher said that the earth moves around the sun.(ii) The Past Indefinite Tense or
the Past Continuous Tense is not changed if the Reported Speech states two actions which took place at the same time.Example:Direct: Sarla said, “When Ram was reading Sham was writing.” Indirect: Sarla said that when Ram was reading Sham was writing.(iii) The Simple Past is not changed if the Reported Speech states a past historical event or
fact.Example:Direct: The teacher said, “Akbar died in 1605 AD.” Indirect: The teacher said that Akbar died in 1605 AD.(iv) Vocative and nominative of address are omitted altogether and their sense is expressed in the sentence.Example:Direct: The speaker said, “Gentlemen, I will tell you what is going there.” Indirect: The speaker told his audience (those present) that
he would tell them what was going thereDirect: He said, “I hope, friends, you will support me.” Indirect: He said that he hoped they would support him.(v) Past tense subjunctive after would like, would rather, etc. do not change.Example:Direct: He said, “I would rather she played.” Indict: He said that he would rather she played.(vi) Pure imaginary conditions (if ....
were clauses) do not change.Example:Direct: He said, “If I were rich, I would settle in Mumbai. Indirect: He said that if he were rich, he would settle in Mumbai.(vii) Simple Past or Past Continuous tense in Time Clauses do not normally change. The main verb may either remain unchanged or may become the past perfect, as,Example:Direct: He said. “When we
lived/were living in Chennai, we often visited Rameshwarm” Indirect: He said that when they lived/ were living in Chennai, they often visited/ had visite RameshwarmRules for the Change of PronounsIf the direct speech has a pronoun, its person is changed, when necessary, to refer in the indirect to the same individual as it does in the direct.First person: the first
person in reported speech changes according to the subject of reporting speech.Example:Soni said, “I am a good girl.” Soni said that she was a good girl.Second person: in reported speech change of the second person depends on the object of reporting speech.Example:I told them, “You have finished your work.” I told them that they had finished their work.Third
person: the third person remains unchanged.Example:He said, “She is in Delhi.” He said that she was in Delhi.Table for the changes in pronounDirect SpeechIndirect SpeechIHe/sheYouHe/she/theyWeTheyTheyTheyHeHeSheSheltltUsThemOurTheirHisHisHerHerlItsItsExamples:Direct: He said, “I can cross this river.” Indirect: He said that he could cross that
river.Direct: You said. “I can cross this river.” Indirect: You said that you could cross that river.Direct: I said, “I can cross this river.” Indirect: I said that I could cross that river.You also need to be careful with personal pronouns. They need to be changed according to the situation. You need to know the context.For example, there is possible confusion when you try to
change reported speech to direct speech:She said she’d been waiting for hours. (Is ‘she’ one person or two different people?)I told them they would have to ask permission. (Are we talking about two groups of people or only one?)NEXT: Question Tags Rules
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