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Hey	there,	fellow	sewing	enthusiasts!	Have	you	ever	found	yourself	staring	at	a	pile	of	denim	fabric,	itching	to	create	something	fabulous,	but	unsure	about	which	needle	size	to	use?	Well,	fret	no	more	because	I’ve	got	you	covered!	In	this	article,	we’ll	dive	into	the	wonderful	world	of	sewing	machine	needles	and	discover	exactly	what	size	you	need
for	tackling	denim	projects	like	a	pro.	When	it	comes	to	sewing	denim,	using	the	right	needle	size	is	crucial	for	achieving	those	picture-perfect	stitches.	You	don’t	want	to	risk	breaking	your	needle	or	ending	up	with	uneven,	skipped	stitches,	right?	So,	let’s	get	down	to	business	and	uncover	the	secret	behind	choosing	the	perfect	needle	size	for	your
denim	sewing	adventures.	Now,	grab	yourself	a	cup	of	coffee	(or	tea,	if	that’s	your	jam)	and	get	ready	to	embark	on	this	needle	size	journey	with	me.	By	the	end	of	this	article,	you’ll	be	armed	with	all	the	knowledge	you	need	to	confidently	conquer	your	denim	projects	with	precision	and	finesse.	So,	let’s	dive	in	and	unravel	the	mystery	of	the	perfect
sewing	machine	needle	size	for	denim!	What	Size	Sewing	Machine	Needle	Do	I	Need	for	Denim?	Denim	is	a	popular	and	durable	fabric	that	can	be	challenging	to	sew	with	if	you	don’t	have	the	right	tools.	One	important	tool	to	consider	is	the	sewing	machine	needle.	The	size	of	the	needle	you	use	can	greatly	impact	the	quality	of	your	stitches	and	the
overall	success	of	your	denim	sewing	projects.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	different	needle	sizes	available	for	sewing	denim	and	provide	guidance	on	choosing	the	right	size	for	your	needs.	Understanding	Sewing	Machine	Needle	Sizes	Sewing	machine	needles	come	in	a	variety	of	sizes,	which	are	indicated	by	numbers.	The	size	of	the	needle
refers	to	the	diameter	of	the	shaft	or	the	space	between	the	needle’s	point	and	the	shaft’s	bottom.	The	higher	the	number,	the	larger	the	needle	size.	For	example,	a	size	70	needle	is	smaller	than	a	size	90	needle.	When	it	comes	to	sewing	denim,	you’ll	want	to	use	a	needle	that	is	strong	enough	to	penetrate	the	thick	fabric	without	breaking	or	causing
skipped	stitches.	Denim	is	a	heavyweight	fabric,	so	using	a	needle	with	a	larger	size	is	typically	recommended.	However,	the	specific	needle	size	you	choose	will	depend	on	various	factors,	such	as	the	weight	of	the	denim,	the	thread	you’re	using,	and	your	sewing	machine’s	capabilities.	Read	Also:		Insert	The	Bobbin	In	A	Sewing	MachineChoosing	the
Right	Needle	Size	for	Denim	When	selecting	the	needle	size	for	sewing	denim,	there	are	a	few	key	factors	to	consider:	1.	Weight	of	the	Denim:	Denim	fabric	comes	in	different	weights,	ranging	from	lightweight	to	heavyweight.	The	weight	of	the	denim	will	determine	the	needle	size	you	should	use.	For	lightweight	denim,	a	needle	size	between	70	and
80	is	usually	sufficient.	Medium-weight	denim	may	require	a	needle	size	between	80	and	90.	For	heavyweight	denim,	a	needle	size	between	90	and	100	is	recommended.	2.	Thread	Thickness:	The	thickness	of	the	thread	you’re	using	also	plays	a	role	in	needle	selection.	If	you’re	using	a	thicker	thread,	you	may	need	to	increase	the	needle	size	to
accommodate	it.	Keep	in	mind	that	using	a	needle	that	is	too	small	for	your	thread	can	lead	to	tension	issues	and	breakage.	3.	Sewing	Machine	Capability:	Check	your	sewing	machine’s	user	manual	to	determine	the	maximum	needle	size	it	can	accommodate.	Some	machines	may	not	be	able	to	handle	larger	needle	sizes,	so	it’s	essential	to	ensure
compatibility.	4.	Personal	Preference:	Ultimately,	personal	preference	and	experience	with	different	needle	sizes	will	also	come	into	play.	Some	sewers	may	find	that	they	prefer	a	slightly	larger	or	smaller	needle	size	based	on	their	sewing	style	and	the	results	they	achieve.	The	Benefits	of	Using	the	Correct	Needle	Size	for	Denim	Using	the	correct
needle	size	for	sewing	denim	offers	several	benefits:	1.	Improved	Stitch	Quality:	The	right	needle	size	ensures	that	your	stitches	penetrate	the	fabric	properly,	resulting	in	even	and	secure	stitches.	2.	Reduced	Breakage:	Using	a	needle	that	is	strong	enough	for	denim	reduces	the	risk	of	needle	breakage,	allowing	you	to	sew	with	confidence	and	avoid
interruptions.	3.	Avoidance	of	Skipped	Stitches:	Skipped	stitches	can	be	a	common	issue	when	sewing	denim.	Using	the	appropriate	needle	size	minimizes	the	occurrence	of	skipped	stitches,	resulting	in	a	more	professional-looking	finished	product.	Tips	for	Sewing	Denim	Successfully	Sewing	denim	requires	some	additional	considerations	to	ensure
success.	Here	are	a	few	tips	to	keep	in	mind:	1.	Use	a	Heavy-Duty	Needle:	Opt	for	a	needle	specifically	designed	for	heavy	fabrics	or	denim.	These	needles	have	a	stronger	shaft	and	are	better	equipped	to	handle	the	demands	of	sewing	through	thick	layers	of	denim.	2.	Use	a	Longer	Stitch	Length:	Adjust	your	sewing	machine’s	stitch	length	to	a	longer
setting	when	sewing	denim.	This	helps	prevent	the	fabric	from	puckering	and	allows	the	needle	to	penetrate	the	fabric	more	easily.	3.	Consider	Using	a	Denim	Needle:	Denim	needles	have	a	modified	tip	that	allows	for	easier	penetration	of	denim	fabric.	If	you	frequently	sew	denim,	investing	in	denim	needles	can	be	beneficial.	Read	Also:		How	To
Clean	Solder	Off	Copper	Pipe4.	Test	on	Scrap	Fabric:	Before	sewing	your	project,	test	different	needle	sizes	and	stitch	settings	on	a	scrap	piece	of	denim	to	determine	the	optimal	combination	for	your	specific	fabric	and	machine.	In	conclusion,	choosing	the	right	size	sewing	machine	needle	for	denim	is	crucial	for	achieving	successful	and
professional-looking	results.	Consider	the	weight	of	your	denim,	the	thickness	of	your	thread,	your	sewing	machine’s	capabilities,	and	personal	preference	when	selecting	the	needle	size.	By	using	the	correct	needle	size	and	following	the	tips	for	sewing	denim,	you’ll	be	well-equipped	to	take	on	your	next	denim	project	with	confidence.	Using	the	right
size	needle	is	crucial	when	sewing	denim.	For	lightweight	denim,	a	size	10	or	12	needle	is	suitable.	For	medium-weight	denim,	a	size	14	needle	is	recommended.	For	heavyweight	denim	or	multiple	layers,	a	size	16	or	18	needle	is	ideal.	Always	test	the	needle	on	a	scrap	piece	of	denim	before	starting	your	project.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	What	is
the	recommended	size	sewing	machine	needle	for	denim?	When	working	with	denim	fabric,	it	is	important	to	use	the	correct	size	needle	to	ensure	smooth	and	even	stitching.	The	recommended	size	sewing	machine	needle	for	denim	is	a	size	16	or	18	needle.	These	needle	sizes	are	specifically	designed	to	handle	the	thickness	and	density	of	denim
fabric.	Using	a	larger	needle	size	helps	to	prevent	the	needle	from	breaking	or	getting	stuck	in	the	fabric.	It	also	allows	the	needle	to	easily	penetrate	through	multiple	layers	of	denim,	ensuring	clean	and	precise	stitches.	So,	when	sewing	denim,	make	sure	to	use	a	size	16	or	18	needle	for	optimal	results.	Can	I	use	a	regular	needle	for	sewing	denim?
While	it	is	possible	to	use	a	regular	needle	for	sewing	denim,	it	is	not	recommended.	Regular	needles	are	typically	designed	for	lighter	weight	fabrics	and	may	not	be	strong	enough	to	handle	the	thickness	and	density	of	denim.	Using	a	regular	needle	on	denim	can	result	in	broken	needles,	skipped	stitches,	or	uneven	stitches.	To	avoid	these	issues,	it
is	best	to	use	a	needle	specifically	designed	for	denim,	such	as	a	size	16	or	18	needle.	These	needles	have	a	stronger	shaft	and	sharper	point,	making	them	more	suitable	for	sewing	through	denim	fabric.	What	are	the	advantages	of	using	a	larger	needle	for	sewing	denim?	Using	a	larger	needle	size,	such	as	a	size	16	or	18,	for	sewing	denim	has
several	advantages.	Firstly,	a	larger	needle	is	stronger	and	less	likely	to	break	when	sewing	through	thick	layers	of	denim	fabric.	This	helps	to	ensure	a	smooth	and	uninterrupted	sewing	process.	Read	Also:		De	Luxe	Vintage	Japanese	Sewing	Machine	BrandsSecondly,	a	larger	needle	allows	for	better	stitch	formation	on	denim.	The	sharp	point	of	a
larger	needle	easily	penetrates	through	the	fabric,	resulting	in	clean	and	precise	stitches.	This	is	especially	important	when	working	with	heavyweight	denim,	as	it	can	be	more	challenging	to	achieve	even	stitches	without	the	proper	needle	size.	What	happens	if	I	use	a	smaller	needle	for	sewing	denim?	Using	a	smaller	needle	for	sewing	denim	can
lead	to	various	issues	and	challenges.	Firstly,	a	smaller	needle	may	struggle	to	penetrate	through	the	fabric,	resulting	in	skipped	stitches	or	uneven	stitches.	This	can	make	your	sewing	project	look	messy	and	unprofessional.	Additionally,	using	a	smaller	needle	on	denim	increases	the	risk	of	needle	breakage.	Denim	is	a	thick	and	dense	fabric,	and	a
smaller	needle	may	not	have	the	strength	to	handle	the	pressure	and	resistance.	This	can	be	frustrating	and	time-consuming,	as	you	may	constantly	have	to	replace	broken	needles.	Are	there	any	other	factors	to	consider	when	sewing	denim?	Aside	from	using	the	correct	size	needle,	there	are	a	few	other	factors	to	consider	when	sewing	denim.
Firstly,	it	is	important	to	use	a	strong	and	durable	thread	that	can	withstand	the	weight	and	tension	of	denim	fabric.	Additionally,	adjusting	your	sewing	machine’s	tension	settings	can	help	ensure	smooth	stitching	on	denim.	Experiment	with	different	tension	settings	to	find	the	one	that	works	best	for	your	specific	denim	fabric.	Denim	Sewing
Machine	Needle	–	Quick	Information	Final	Thoughts	When	it	comes	to	sewing	denim,	choosing	the	right	needle	size	is	crucial	for	achieving	professional-looking	results.	The	size	of	the	sewing	machine	needle	you	need	for	denim	will	depend	on	the	weight	and	thickness	of	the	fabric.	After	considering	various	sources	and	expert	advice,	we	can	conclude
that	a	size	16	or	18	needle	is	generally	recommended	for	sewing	denim.	These	needle	sizes	have	a	larger	eye	and	a	stronger	shaft,	making	them	suitable	for	piercing	through	multiple	layers	of	thick	fabric.	However,	it’s	important	to	note	that	the	exact	needle	size	may	vary	depending	on	the	specific	denim	fabric	you’re	working	with.	If	you’re	sewing
lightweight	denim,	a	size	16	needle	should	be	sufficient.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you’re	working	with	heavyweight	or	thick	denim,	a	size	18	needle	might	be	more	appropriate.	It’s	always	a	good	idea	to	test	different	needle	sizes	on	a	scrap	piece	of	fabric	before	starting	your	project	to	ensure	the	best	results.	Remember,	when	sewing	denim,	it’s	not	just
about	the	needle	size.	Other	factors	like	thread	quality,	stitch	length,	and	machine	tension	also	play	a	role	in	achieving	professional-looking	stitches.	By	taking	the	time	to	choose	the	right	needle	size	and	adjusting	the	necessary	settings	on	your	sewing	machine,	you	can	confidently	tackle	any	denim	project	and	create	beautiful	garments	that	will	stand
the	test	of	time.	Happy	sewing!	For	different	weight	denim,	use	a	size	9	or	10	needle	for	lightweight	denim	(6-8	oz),	a	size	12	or	14	needle	for	medium	weight	denim	(8-12	oz),	and	a	size	16	or	18	needle	for	heavyweight	denim	(12	oz	and	above).	When	working	with	stretch	denim,	use	a	needle	specifically	designed	for	stretch	fabrics.	A	universal	100/16
or	110/18	sewing	machine	needle	is	suitable	for	most	denim	types,	but	the	best	needle	size	for	denim	is	a	jeans/denim	needle-sized	90/14.A	heavy-duty	needle	is	essential	for	sewing	denim	or	other	thick	fabrics,	and	a	size	16	or	18	needle	is	recommended.	These	needles	have	a	sharp	point	and	a	stronger	shaft	to	penetrate	the	thick	layers	of	denim
without	breaking.	If	you	don’t	want	to	buy	specialty	needles,	you	can	use	a	size	90/14	universal	needle	(100/16	for	thicker	denim).Some	lightweight	and	medium-weight	needles	can	be	cut	on	the	fold	using	sharp	shears	or	a	new	rotary	cutter,	while	heavier	fabrics	require	a	larger	needle	size.	A	14/90	Microtex	needle	often	sews	better	than	any	of	the
others,	but	ballpoint	needles	are	too	convex	for	many	closely	woven	denims.A	new	denim	needle,	either	size	90	or	size	100,	is	vital	for	sewing	thicker	denim	material.	Jeans	needles	penetrate	thick	woven	fabrics,	denims,	and	quilts	with	minimal	deflection,	reduced	risk	of	needle	breakage,	and	fewer	skipped	stitches.	To	achieve	professional	results,	use
a	size	16	jeans	needle,	which	is	sharper	than	a	universal	needle.	Organ	Needles	Jeans	needles	have	a	slim	point,	making	them	great	for	sewing	difficult	materials	like	denim,	canvas,	or	faux	leather.	Denim	Sewing	Machine	Needle	–	Quick	InformationThere	are	a	large	number	of	sewing	machine	needles	for	a	variety	of	purposes,	here	is	a	quick	bit
about	Jeans	or	Denim	Needles.What	is	the	difference	between	sewing	needle	90	14	and	80	12?Needle	size	is	a	crucial	factor	in	sewing,	as	heavier	fabrics	require	larger	needles.	There	are	two	different	sizes	on	packs	of	needles:	European	and	American.	A	medium-weight	needle	is	typically	90/14,	while	lighter	fabrics	like	sheer	cotton	require	smaller
needles	like	80/12	or	75/11.	Heavy	fabrics	like	denim	require	larger	needles	like	100/16	or	110/18.	To	ensure	proper	needle	size,	experiment	with	different	needles	on	swatches	and	check	for	crunching	noises	when	sewing.Read	also:		What	Is	The	Sustainable	Fashion	Center?If	the	needle	struggles	to	get	through	the	fabric,	it	might	need	a	sharper
point,	a	bigger	eye,	or	a	fresh	needle.	By	understanding	the	subtle	differences	between	needle	types	and	sizes,	you	can	determine	which	one	is	best	for	the	fabric	you’re	sewing.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	setting	should	I	use	for	denim?To	maintain	the	quality	of	denim	jeans,	follow	these	steps:Choose	a	Delicate	or	Gentle	cycle	for	washing
denim	jeans.	Use	cold	water	and	mild	detergent,	especially	for	dark	colors	like	blue	or	black.	Wash	jeans	inside	out	and	by	themselves	to	protect	the	fibers	on	the	outside	from	friction	and	detergent	exposure.	If	washing	with	other	clothes,	try	with	similarly	colored	jeans	or	clothing.Hang	jeans	up	to	air	dry	or	use	a	no	heat	cycle.	Direct	heat	exposure
in	the	dryer	can	shrink,	fade,	or	yellow	denim,	and	damage	stretch	denim	fabrics	containing	spandex	or	Lycra.	If	using	a	dryer,	select	a	low	or	no	heat	cycle	and	use	dryer	balls	to	keep	the	jeans	tumbling.	The	best	way	to	dry	jeans	is	by	hanging	them	up	to	air	dry.Can	you	sew	denim	with	a	regular	needle?In	order	to	sew	denim	and	thicker	fabrics,	it	is
recommended	to	use	a	needle	specifically	designed	for	denim,	with	a	size	90/14	for	standard	needles	and	100/16	for	thicker	denim.	In	the	case	of	chambray	or	Tencel	denim,	an	80/12	universal	needle	is	recommended.What	needle	is	best	for	sewing	denim?It	is	recommended	that	a	90/14	needle	be	used	for	light-	and	medium-weight	denim,	and	a
100/16	for	heavy-weight	denim.	It	is	recommended	that	heavy-duty	closures,	such	as	tack	buttons	or	snaps,	be	installed	in	order	to	achieve	a	professional	finish.	It	is	recommended	that	bulky	seams	and	hems	be	hammered	with	a	mallet	prior	to	stitching.Do	I	need	a	special	thread	to	sew	denim?To	sew	with	denim,	use	all-purpose	thread	in	your	bobbin
and	use	a	90/14	needle	for	lightweight	and	medium-weight	denim	and	a	100/16	for	heavyweight	denim.	Hold	denim	taut	to	prevent	skipped	stitches.	Denim	is	a	staple	fabric	in	most	closets	and	fabric	stashes,	available	in	various	weights,	washes,	and	colors.	Sewing	with	denim	is	just	as	fun	as	wearing	it,	and	it	comes	in	a	wide	variety	of	colors	and
weights.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	stitch	is	best	for	denim?Chain	Link	Stitch	is	a	strong	stitch	used	for	creating	a	roping	effect	on	denim	jeans	and	is	commonly	found	on	jeans.	It	is	also	used	for	decoration	and	embroidery,	as	it	is	easy	to	create	curved	lines	and	customize	designs.	Chain	Link	Stitch	has	been	used	for	thousands	of	years	to	add
embroidered	designs	to	fabric.Bar	Tack	Stitch	is	used	for	areas	with	high	stress	zones,	such	as	pockets,	belt	loops,	and	buttonholes,	and	fabric	bags.	It	is	strong	and	can	be	applied	by	hand	or	machine,	and	can	be	doubled	up	with	a	back	stitch	for	extra	support.	Both	chain	link	and	bar	tack	stitches	have	their	uses	and	applications	in	various
industries.Read	also:		What	Justifies	Sparing	Children	From	Weekend	Homework?(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Can	a	home	sewing	machine	sew	denim?When	sewing	with	denim,	it	is	crucial	to	understand	your	sewing	machine	and	the	different	materials	it	is	made	of.	It	may	be	slow,	but	the	right	needle	and	accessories	can	make	the	process	smoother.
For	DIYers	who	want	to	sew	multiple	layers	of	denim	at	once,	a	commercial	and	industrial	grade	sewing	machine	is	recommended.	These	machines	are	designed	for	sewing	heavy	threads	used	for	top-stitching	layers	of	denim.	However,	you	can	use	a	regular	home	sewing	machine	with	a	heavy	thread	by	sewing	the	heavy	thread	in	the	bobbin	and
using	a	regular	size	thread	in	the	top	needle.Hyde	Park	Denim,	a	denim	supplier	with	years	of	experience,	offers	affordable	and	durable	denim	material	at	wholesale	prices.	They	also	offer	pocketing	fabric,	perfect	for	small	and	large	jean	manufacturers.	These	tips	aim	to	help	DIYers	improve	their	home	sewing	experience	with	denim.	Shop	their
denim	fabrics	today	for	durable	material	for	the	pockets	of	your	jeans.What	does	a	denim	sewing	machine	needle	look	like?The	SCHMETZ	Jeans	needle,	also	referred	to	as	a	denim	needle,	is	distinguished	by	a	modified	medium	ballpoint	and	a	reinforced	blade,	which	together	exemplify	an	exclusive	SCHMETZ	point	design.Is	denim	difficult	to	sew?
Jeans	are	made	with	a	flat	fell	seam,	which	is	strong	and	hardwearing.	However,	it	is	difficult	to	achieve	with	denim	and	a	domestic	sewing	machine.	To	create	a	regular	seam,	press	it	to	one	side	and	finish	with	a	double	row	of	top	stitching.	To	start,	fold	a	small	piece	of	denim	into	a	rectangle	and	wedge	it	under	the	presser	foot	at	the	beginning	and
end	of	seams.	Gently	walk	the	needle	over	thick	seams	by	hand.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	tension	should	I	use	for	denim?The	author	shares	tips	for	sewing	denim,	specifically	using	a	straight-stitch	length	between	3.	0	mm	and	4.	0	mm	and	increasing	machine	tension	to	4.	6.	They	have	recently	started	sewing	a	pair	of	Cashmerette	Ames	jeans
using	Repreve	Stretch	Denim	in	White,	and	are	excited	to	share	more	tips	for	sewing	with	beefy	fabrics	like	denim.	The	author	will	be	sharing	these	tips	on	Facebook	Live	every	Wednesday	at	3:00	pm	Mountain	Time.Most	sewing	machines	are	strong	enough	to	sew	through	denim	with	the	correct	needle,	stitch-length,	and	tension.	However,	small,
entry-level	machines	may	not	be	able	to	power	through	denim,	but	the	tips	provided	in	this	blog	post	will	help	prepare	for	the	journey.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	is	a	90-14	needle	used	for?These	needles	are	designed	for	the	purpose	of	stitching	smooth,	finely	woven	fabrics	such	as	silk,	chintz,	lightweight	faux	suede,	and	microfiber.	They
feature	a	narrow	shaft	and	a	sharp	point,	which	allows	for	optimal	thread	piercing.	What	size	sewing	machine	needle	do	you	use	for	what	fabric???	Learn	how	to	figure	it	out!So	confused	about	what	sewing	machine	needle	to	use??	Let	me	talk	you	through	the	4	main	types	of	sewing	machine	needles,	…(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	Are	you	someone
who	loves	to	sew	and	create	your	own	unique	garments?	If	so,	you	know	that	choosing	the	right	needle	for	your	fabric	is	crucial	for	achieving	professional-looking	results.	And	when	it	comes	to	sewing	with	denim,	picking	the	correct	needle	is	especially	important.	In	this	article,	we	will	dive	into	the	world	of	sewing	machine	needles	and	discuss	what
size	is	best	for	working	with	denim.	Whether	you	are	a	beginner	or	an	experienced	sewer,	understanding	the	role	and	impact	of	needle	size	on	your	denim	projects	is	essential.	So,	let’s	start	exploring	and	take	your	sewing	skills	to	a	whole	new	level!	Understanding	the	Importance	of	Choosing	the	Right	Sewing	Machine	Needle	for	Denim	Sewing
denim	can	be	quite	challenging	if	you	don’t	have	the	right	tools	and	equipment.	As	a	thick	and	durable	fabric,	denim	requires	a	specific	type	of	needle	to	ensure	flawless	stitching.	Using	the	wrong	needles	can	result	in	broken	threads,	skipped	stitches,	and	overall	poor	quality	seams.	One	of	the	essential	factors	to	consider	when	sewing	denim	is
choosing	the	right	needle	size.	The	size	of	your	needle	greatly	affects	the	appearance	and	functionality	of	your	final	product.	In	this	article,	we’ll	delve	into	the	various	aspects	that	you	should	know	about	selecting	a	sewing	machine	needle	for	denim.	Determining	the	Correct	Size	for	Your	Sewing	Machine	Needle	The	size	of	a	sewing	machine	needle	is
denoted	by	numbers	ranging	from	60	to	110.	The	higher	the	number,	the	larger	the	needle	size.	For	instance,	a	size	60/8	needle	is	more	delicate	compared	to	a	size	110/18	needle	that	is	thicker	and	heavier.	Generally,	lightweight	fabrics	such	as	chiffon	or	organza	require	smaller	needles,	while	thicker	fabrics	like	denim	need	larger	ones.	For	denim
fabric	specifically,	it’s	recommended	to	use	needles	with	sizes	between	90/14	and	110/18.	Needles	within	this	range	have	a	sharp	point	and	are	thick	enough	to	penetrate	through	multiple	layers	of	denim	without	breaking	or	bending.	Understanding	Denim	Fabric	Before	delving	into	selecting	the	right	needle	size	for	sewing	denim,	it’s	crucial	to
understand	what	makes	this	fabric	unique.	Denim	is	made	from	tightly	woven	cotton	fibers	that	are	known	for	their	strength	and	durability.	It’s	also	blended	with	synthetic	fibers	like	polyester	or	spandex	for	added	stretch.	When	sewing	denim,	it’s	essential	to	consider	its	thickness	and	weight.	Unlike	other	fabrics,	where	multiple	layers	can	be	easily
sewn	together	with	standard	needles,	denim	may	require	a	heavy-duty	needle	due	to	its	thickness.	Moreover,	denim	fabric	also	tends	to	shift	and	move	around	during	the	sewing	process,	making	it	critical	to	use	a	needle	size	that	can	handle	the	pressure.	The	Importance	of	Using	the	Right	Needle	Size	for	Sewing	Denim	Using	an	incorrect	needle	size
for	sewing	denim	can	lead	to	various	issues.	One	of	these	is	skipped	stitches,	where	the	needle	fails	to	catch	the	thread	properly,	resulting	in	uneven	or	incomplete	stitches.	Skipping	stitches	can	also	cause	weak	seams	that	can	easily	rip	or	tear.	Using	a	needle	that	is	too	thin	for	denim	can	result	in	broken	threads	while	sewing.	This	happens	when	the
needle	is	unable	to	penetrate	through	multiple	layers	of	fabric	and	ends	up	bending	or	breaking	under	the	pressure.	Broken	needles	can	cause	damage	to	your	sewing	machine	and	may	even	injure	you	as	you	work.	On	the	other	hand,	using	a	too-large	needle	size	for	denim	can	result	in	very	visible	holes	in	your	fabric.	This	is	because	a	large	needle
punches	bigger	holes	into	the	fabric	than	necessary,	making	it	challenging	to	hide	them	with	thread.	Other	Factors	to	Consider	When	Choosing	a	Sewing	Machine	Needle	for	Denim	Apart	from	the	size	of	your	needle,	there	are	other	factors	you	should	consider	when	selecting	one	for	sewing	denim.	These	include:	Needle	Type:	Needle	types	differ
based	on	their	point	shape	–	sharp	and	ballpoint	needles.	Sharp	needles	with	an	acute	point	are	suitable	for	woven	fabrics	like	denim	as	they	pierce	through	easily	without	damaging	or	shifting	the	fibers.	Needle	Coating:	Some	needles	come	with	specialized	coatings	like	titanium	that	make	them	stronger	and	more	durable	when	sewing	tough	fabrics
like	denim.	Fabric	Tension:	When	sewing	denim,	it’s	essential	to	adjust	your	machine’s	tension	according	to	your	fabric’s	thickness	to	achieve	balanced	stitches	and	prevent	puckering.	Needle	Quality:	The	quality	of	needles	varies	across	brands,	with	some	being	more	durable	than	others.	Investing	in	high-quality	needles	can	go	a	long	way	in
preventing	stitching	issues	and	ensuring	your	project’s	success.	Selecting	the	correct	needle	size	for	sewing	denim	is	critical	in	achieving	professional-looking	and	long-lasting	stitches.	When	working	with	this	thick	and	durable	fabric,	it’s	crucial	to	choose	a	needle	that	can	withstand	the	pressure	and	doesn’t	cause	any	issues	like	skipped	stitches	or
broken	threads.	By	understanding	denim	as	a	fabric	and	considering	factors	like	needle	type,	coating,	tension,	and	quality,	you	can	ensure	a	successful	and	stress-free	sewing	experience	with	this	versatile	material.	Choosing	the	Right	Needle	Size	for	Sewing	Denim	When	it	comes	to	sewing	denim,	finding	the	perfect	needle	size	is	crucial.	Denim	is	a
tough	and	durable	fabric,	often	used	to	make	jeans,	jackets,	and	bags.	To	sew	through	multiple	layers	of	thick	denim,	you	need	a	sturdy	and	sharp	needle	that	can	withstand	the	pressure	without	breaking	or	bending.	In	this	article,	we	will	discuss	the	various	needle	sizes	available	for	sewing	denim	and	help	you	choose	the	right	one	for	your	project.
Understanding	Needle	Sizes	Before	we	dive	into	the	specific	needle	sizes	for	denim,	it’s	essential	to	understand	how	needle	sizes	work.	The	needle	size	is	measured	in	a	numbering	system	called	‘American	Wire	Gauge’	(AWG).	The	AWG	system	ranges	from	8	(thickest)	to	18	(finest).	Generally,	thicker	needles	are	used	for	heavy-duty	fabrics	like	denim
and	leather,	while	finer	needles	are	used	for	delicate	fabrics	like	chiffon	and	silk.	Factors	to	Consider	When	Choosing	a	Needle	Size	for	Sewing	Denim	When	selecting	a	needle	size	for	sewing	denim,	consider	the	following	factors:	1.	Weight	of	Denim	Fabric	First	and	foremost,	consider	the	weight	of	your	denim	fabric.	Most	machines	can	handle
medium-weight	to	heavyweight	denims	(8	–	16	oz).	If	you	are	working	with	lightweight	or	very	heavy	denim	fabric,	you	may	need	to	adjust	your	machine’s	tension	or	use	a	different	thread	thickness.	2.	Type	of	Stitching	The	type	of	stitching	also	plays	a	vital	role	in	determining	the	right	needle	size.	For	simple	straight	stitches	and	basic	sewing
projects,	you	can	use	a	standard-sized	needle	(size	9	–	14).	However,	if	your	stitching	involves	intricate	designs	or	topstitching	on	denim,	consider	using	a	bigger-sized	needle	(size	16	–	22)	to	ensure	smooth	and	even	stitching.	3.	Thread	Type	Another	factor	to	consider	is	the	type	of	thread	you	will	be	using.	Nylon	and	polyester	threads	are	thinner
than	cotton	threads,	meaning	you	may	need	a	smaller	needle	size	when	using	them.	However,	if	you	are	working	with	a	thick	and	coarse	thread	like	topstitching	thread,	you	will	need	a	bigger	needle	size	to	accommodate	its	thickness.	Recommended	Needle	Sizes	for	Sewing	Denim	Now	that	you	know	what	factors	to	consider	let’s	look	at	the
recommended	needle	sizes	for	sewing	denim.	1.	Size	14/90	Needle	The	size	14/90	needle	is	the	most	commonly	used	needle	size	for	sewing	denim.	It	works	well	on	medium-weight	denims	(around	12	oz)	and	creates	neat	and	even	stitches.	This	needle’s	sharp	point	helps	it	penetrate	the	thick	fabric	without	causing	damage	or	puckering.	2.	Size	16/100
Needle	The	size	16/100	needle	is	slightly	thicker	than	the	size	14/90	needle,	making	it	suitable	for	heavyweight	denims	(over	12	oz).	It	also	has	a	sharp	point	that	can	easily	pierce	through	layers	of	denim	without	breaking	or	bending.	3.	Size	18/110	Needle	If	you	are	working	with	very	heavy	denim	(18	oz	or	more),	the	size	18/110	needle	is	your	best
bet.	This	heavy-duty	needle	can	handle	the	thickest	layers	of	denim	without	any	issues.	Its	sharp	point	ensures	precise	stitching,	even	on	tough	fabric	like	denim.	Troubleshooting	Common	Needle	Issues	when	Sewing	Denim	Even	with	the	right	needle	size,	sometimes	things	can	go	wrong	when	sewing	denim.	Here	are	some	common	issues	that	may
arise	and	how	to	fix	them:	1.	Needle	Breakage	If	your	needle	keeps	breaking,	it	is	a	sign	that	it	may	be	too	thin	for	the	denim	fabric	you	are	using.	Choose	a	bigger	needle	size	and	try	again.	2.	Uneven	Stitches	Uneven	stitches	can	be	caused	by	a	variety	of	factors,	including	incorrect	tension	settings,	dull	needle,	or	wrong	needle	size.	Adjust	the
tension	if	needed	and	make	sure	you	are	using	a	sharp	and	appropriate-sized	needle.	3.	Skipped	Stitches	Skipped	stitches	occur	when	the	needle	misses	portions	of	the	fabric	while	stitching,	resulting	in	gaps	in	the	seam.	This	issue	can	be	caused	by	a	blunt	or	bent	needle.	Replace	your	needle	with	a	new	one	and	ensure	it	is	the	correct	size	for	your
fabric.	Choosing	the	right	needle	size	for	sewing	denim	is	essential	for	achieving	professional-looking	results.	Consider	factors	like	fabric	weight,	type	of	stitching,	and	thread	type	before	selecting	a	suitable	needle	size.	Always	have	various	sizes	on	hand	to	accommodate	different	types	of	denim	fabrics	and	projects.	With	the	right	needle	size,	sewing
through	layers	of	denim	will	become	a	breeze!	1.	What	size	sewing	machine	needle	is	recommended	for	sewing	denim	fabric?	Answer:	The	recommended	size	for	sewing	machine	needle	for	denim	is	90/14	or	100/16.	These	are	considered	heavy-duty	needles	that	can	easily	penetrate	thick	and	heavy	denim	fabric.	2.	Can	I	use	a	regular	sewing	machine
needle	for	denim?	Answer:	While	you	can	technically	use	a	regular	sewing	machine	needle	for	denim,	it	may	not	produce	the	best	results.	It	may	struggle	to	penetrate	through	the	thick	fabric,	resulting	in	skipped	stitches	or	breaking	of	the	needle.	It	is	best	to	use	a	needle	specifically	designed	for	heavy	fabrics	like	denim.	3.	What	happens	if	I	use	the
wrong	size	needle	for	sewing	denim?	Answer:	Using	the	wrong	size	needle	for	sewing	denim	can	lead	to	various	issues	such	as	broken	needles,	skipped	stitches,	and	puckered	seams.	It	may	also	damage	your	fabric	and	affect	the	overall	quality	of	your	project.	4.	Are	there	different	types	of	needles	for	sewing	denim?	Answer:	Yes,	there	are	different
types	of	needles	designed	specifically	for	sewing	denim.	Some	examples	include	jeans	needles,	topstitching	needles,	and	heavyweight	needles.	Each	type	has	unique	features	that	make	them	suitable	for	different	types	of	denim	fabrics.	5.	How	do	I	know	if	my	needle	is	suitable	for	sewing	with	denim?	Answer:	Check	the	packaging	or	label	on	your
needle	to	see	if	it	is	suitable	for	heavy	fabrics	or	specifically	marketed	as	a	jeans	or	topstitching	needle.	You	can	also	test	it	on	a	scrap	piece	of	denim	fabric	before	using	it	on	your	actual	project.	6.	Can	I	use	a	smaller	sized	needle	when	working	with	lightweight	denim?	Answer:	It	is	generally	not	recommended	to	use	smaller	sized	needles	when
working	with	any	type	of	heavy	fabric,	including	lightweight	denim.	The	smaller	size	may	cause	the	needle	to	break	or	the	stitches	to	become	too	tight,	resulting	in	puckered	fabric	or	skipped	stitches.	Stick	to	the	recommended	needle	size	for	best	results.	In	conclusion,	choosing	the	right	sewing	machine	needle	size	for	denim	is	crucial	in	achieving
professional	and	high-quality	results	in	all	your	denim	projects.	It	is	essential	to	consider	factors	such	as	the	weight	and	thickness	of	the	denim	fabric,	the	type	of	needle,	and	the	machine’s	compatibility	when	selecting	a	needle	size.	Using	a	larger	needle	size,	preferably	90/14	or	100/16,	is	recommended	for	sewing	through	thicker	and	heavier	denim
fabrics.	This	size	can	handle	multiple	layers	of	denim	without	breaking	or	damaging	the	fabric.	On	the	other	hand,	smaller	needle	sizes	are	suitable	for	lightweight	and	stretchy	denim.	Apart	from	the	needle	size,	it	is	also	important	to	use	sharp	and	high-quality	needles	specifically	designed	for	sewing	on	denim	fabrics.	This	helps	prevent	skipped
stitches,	fraying,	or	breakage	during	sewing.	Additionally,	understanding	your	sewing	machine’s	features	and	capabilities	is	crucial	in	determining	which	needle	size	will	work	best	for	stitching	on	denim.	Some	modern	machines	may	have	added	features	like	adjustable	presser	foot	pressure	that	can	help	achieve	better	results	with	different	types	of
needles.	Overall,	choosing	the	right	needle	size	for	denim	can	significantly	impact	your	sewing	projects’	overall	success.	By	considering	factors	such	as	fabric	weight,	type	of	needle,	and	machine	compatibility,	you	can	achieve	professional-looking	results	with	ease.	Remember	Jill	Nammar	My	name	is	Jill	but	everyone	calls	me	Jilly.	I	design	original
cross	stitch	patterns	inspired	by	vintage	French	and	flowers.	Roses	are	my	muse.	I	hope	you	have	a	cozy	time	stitching	my	patterns.	Put	the	kettle	on,	relax	and	create	a	heartwarming	piece	of	hand-embroidered	art.	Personalize	your	home	and	turn	up	the	soulful	charm	with	soulful	stitchery.	My	goal	is	to	provide	you	with	pretty	patterns	that	promote
peaceful	stitching.	My	wish	is	for	you	to	discover	the	gentle	beauty	of	hand-embroidery.My	patterns	have	been	featured	around	the	web	and	in	Homespun	Magazine	and	Boston	Magazine.	I	find	my	bliss	in	cross	stitch.	From	2024,	I	have	embarked	on	a	new	venture—writing	an	informative	blog	on	the	“Embroidery	and	Cross-Stitch”	niche.	This	blog	is
an	extension	of	my	passion,	where	I	share	detailed	posts	and	respond	to	queries	related	to	embroidery	and	cross-stitching.	The	blog	covers	a	wide	range	of	topics	from	beginner	tips,	pattern	creation,	historical	insights,	and	the	therapeutic	benefits	of	stitching.	My	goal	is	to	build	a	community	where	enthusiasts	can	learn,	share,	and	grow	in	their
embroidery	skills,	ensuring	everyone	can	find	their	own	bliss	in	cross-stitch	just	as	I	did.	Thank	you	to	all	my	customers	and	readers	who	have	supported	Sew	French.	Your	kind	emails,	photos	of	completed	patterns,	and	continual	encouragement	fuel	my	dedication	to	this	beautiful	craft.	Join	me	in	stitching	a	world	of	beauty	and	peace,	one	pattern	at	a
time.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link
to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not
apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the
permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Posted	by	Kim	Reynolds	on	November	18,	2021	Using	the	wrong	size	needles	for	your	fabric	or	project	can	result	in	broken	needles,	your	tension	being	out,	or	your	needle	not	going	through	the	fabric
or	project	you’re	working	on.	If	you	prefer	to	watch	a	video,	here's	the	video	version	of	this	blog.		If	not,	read	on	for	the	full	article.	On	each	needle	packet	you	will	see	a	number.		For	instance,	this	packet	is	a	90/14.				What	do	these	sewing	machine	needle	numbers	mean?	The	first	figure	is	the	European	sizing	and	that	goes	from	60	through	to	110.
The	second	number	is	the	US	numbering	system	and	that	goes	from	8	through	to	18.	For	BOTH	numbering	systems,	the	grading	is	the	same:	the	LOWER	the	number,	the	finer	the	needle;	the	higher	the	number,	the	thicker	or	stronger	the	needle.	So...what	sewing	machine	needles	do	I	need	then?	Now	think	about	the	fabrics	that	you	want	to	sew
with.		A	thin	or	sheer	fabric	will	need	a	fine	needle,	so	you	can	safely	go	for	a	60/8.		If	you’re	sewing	denim	or	curtain	fabric,	then	you	need	to	look	at	a	90/14	or	100/16.	For	medium	weight	cotton	quilting	fabric,	a	70/10	or	80/12	sized	needle	will	be	fine.	However,	it’s	not	just	about	the	fabric	that	you’re	using.		If	you	are	sewing	through	lots	of	layers
or	through	a	bulky	seam,	then	you	will	need	a	stronger	or	heavier	needle	to	get	through	those	layers.		Let’s	say	you’re	making	a	bag	out	of	quilting	cotton:	you	would	sew	the	pieces	together	with	your	70/10	or	80/12	needle	but	when	you	get	to	sew	on	your	handles,	you’ll	find	that	you’ll	be	going	through	lots	of	layers	and	it	will	be	tough	for	your	70	or
80	needle	to	get	through.		At	that	point	you	will	need	to	switch	up	your	needle	size	to	probably	a	90/14.	Sewing	machine	needles	for	quilting	When	I’m	making	a	quilt,	I	will	use	a	70/10	needle	for	all	my	piecing,	an	80/12	for	my	quilting	and	another	80/12	for	sewing	on	my	binding	as	that’s	when	I	have	a	few	layers	to	sew	through.	Specialist	Needles
You	will	also	see	specialist	needles	such	as	topstitch	needles	(designed	for	going	through	a	few	layers),	denim	needles	(for	denim	and	canvas),	quilting	needles,	metallic	needles	and	so	on.		The	numbering	system	works	exactly	the	same	but	those	needles	are	designed	to	do	a	particular	job.		For	instance,	denim	needles	are	designed	to	go	through	that
tough	fabric	and	I	used	a	denim	needle	in	a	size	100/16	recently	to	sew	through	header	tape	on	some	heavy	duty	fire	retardant	curtains	which	made	my	job	a	lot	easier.	Always	choose	the	correct	sewing	machine	needle	size	Choosing	the	correct	needles	for	your	fabric	and	the	sewing	task	at	hand	and	swapping	your	needles	as	you	make	up	your
project	will	make	sewing	your	projects	that	much	more	enjoyable	and	so	much	less	frustrating.	I	hope	that	helps!Kimx	Diving	into	the	world	of	sewing,	especially	when	working	with	tough	fabrics	like	denim,	can	seem	a	bit	daunting	at	first.	But	don’t	worry,	we’re	here	to	help	you	navigate	those	waters	with	ease.	You	might	be	wondering	what	size
sewing	machine	needle	you	should	use	for	denim.	Well,	it’s	not	as	complicated	as	it	may	seem!First	off,	let’s	get	one	thing	straight:	not	all	needles	are	created	equal!	When	dealing	with	sturdy	materials	such	as	denim,	regular-sized	needles	simply	won’t	cut	it	–	literally!	You’ll	need	something	stronger	and	more	robust	to	handle	the	heavy-duty	task	at
hand.So	what’s	the	magic	number?	Drumroll	please…	For	most	standard	jeans	or	denim	material,	a	size	16/100	needle	is	typically	your	best	bet!	This	heavyweight	champion	can	pierce	through	thick	fabric	without	breaking	a	sweat	(or	rather	breaking	in	half!).	So	next	time	you’re	up	against	some	hefty	denim	stitches,	remember	that	size	matters	–	at
least	when	it	comes	to	your	sewing	machine	needle!Understanding	Sewing	Machine	Needle	SizesDiving	headfirst	into	the	world	of	sewing,	you’ll	quickly	realize	that	not	all	needles	are	created	equal.	Yep,	it’s	true!	The	size	and	type	of	your	needle	can	really	make	or	break	your	project.	And	when	it	comes	to	tackling	tough	fabrics	like	denim,	having	the
right	needle	in	your	arsenal	becomes	a	game	changer.So	how	do	these	needle	sizes	work?	Well,	sewing	machine	needles	are	usually	labeled	with	two	numbers.	The	first	one	represents	the	European	sizing	system	which	ranges	from	60	to	120.	The	second	number	is	from	the	American	system	that	runs	from	8	to	19.	It’s	interesting	to	note	that	in	both
systems,	a	higher	number	means	a	larger	(or	thicker)	needle!Let’s	put	things	into	perspective	for	you:For	fine	fabrics	(think	silk	or	chiffon),	smaller	needles	such	as	60/8	or	70/10	work	best.Medium-weight	fabrics	like	cotton	or	linen	are	well-suited	for	mid-range	sizes	like	an	80/12	or	90/14.As	we	move	onto	heavy-duty	fabrics	–	yes	we’re	talking	about
denim	here	–	you’d	want	to	go	big	with	something	like	a	100/16	or	even	a	whopping	110/18!Just	remember:	bigger	fabric	requires	bigger	needles!But	wait	–	there’s	more!	Not	only	does	size	matter	but	also	the	type	of	needle	point	plays	its	part	too.	For	instance,	while	‘Universal	Needles’	are	great	for	most	projects,	they	might	not	be	up	to	snuff	when
dealing	with	denim.	You’d	probably	be	better	off	using	‘Denim’	or	‘Jeans	Needles’.	They	have	super	sharp	points	designed	specifically	to	penetrate	thick	materials	without	causing	any	damage.By	understanding	these	little	nuances	about	sewing	machine	needles,	you’re	sure	on	your	way	to	becoming	a	pro	sewer!Decoding	the	Denim	Fabric:	Its	Unique
CharacteristicsYou’ve	probably	noticed	that	denim	seems	to	have	a	life	of	its	own.	It’s	not	just	another	fabric	you	can	lump	in	with	cottons	or	wools.	Nope,	denim	is	distinct	and	uniquely	robust,	which	is	why	people	all	over	the	world	love	it	for	everything	from	jeans	to	jackets.First	off,	let’s	get	up	close	and	personal	with	what	makes	denim	so	special.
The	secret	lies	in	its	twill	weave	structure.	By	using	this	pattern,	manufacturers	create	a	fabric	that’s	sturdy	yet	flexible	–	perfect	for	those	who	live	active	lifestyles	or	simply	love	the	comfortable	fit	of	their	favorite	pair	of	jeans.And	hey,	did	you	know	there	are	different	types	of	denim?	That’s	right!	Let’s	take	a	look	at	some:Raw	Denim:	This	type	is
untreated	and	unwashed	after	dyeing.Selvedge	Denim:	Recognized	by	a	finished	edge	on	the	inside	seams.Stretch	Denim:	As	the	name	suggests,	it	contains	spandex	for	added	comfort	and	flexibility.Now,	when	we	talk	about	sewing	with	this	popular	fabric,	things	get	interesting.	You	see,	due	to	its	thickness	and	weave	pattern,	working	with	denim
requires	specific	tools	–	especially	when	it	comes	to	needles.	You	wouldn’t	want	your	needle	snapping	mid-seam	now	would	you?	And	trust	me;	breaking	needles	isn’t	as	rare	as	you	might	think!Ultimately	though	it’s	about	understanding	your	fabric	first	before	diving	into	stitching	up	your	next	masterpiece.	Armed	with	knowledge	about	the	unique
characteristics	of	denim,	you’re	one	step	closer	to	mastering	those	dreamy	DIY	projects!	Keep	going;	we’re	in	this	together	every	stitch	of	the	way!	Why	Choosing	the	Right	Needle	for	Denim	is	CrucialHey	there!	Ever	wondered	why	it’s	absolutely	pivotal	to	select	the	right	needle	for	your	denim	sewing	projects?	Well,	let’s	dive	into	it.	The	thickness
and	toughness	of	denim	can	be	a	real	challenge	if	you’re	not	equipped	with	the	correct	tools	–	especially	that	teeny-tiny	yet	mighty	sewing	machine	needle.Sewing	on	denim	isn’t	like	your	ordinary	day-to-day	fabric.	It’s	a	thick,	sturdy	material	that	requires	a	bit	more	oomph	to	get	through.	If	you’ve	ever	tried	using	a	regular	sized	needle	on	denim,
chances	are	you’ve	experienced	some	frustrating	hiccups.	Breakage	or	bending	of	needles,	skipped	stitches,	or	even	damage	to	your	precious	sewing	machine	–	sound	familiar?	Yeah,	we	thought	so.Now	here’s	where	choosing	the	right	needle	makes	all	the	difference.	Opting	for	a	specially	designed	denim	needle	(often	labeled	jeans	needles)	can	save
you	from	these	heartaches	–	and	trust	us	on	this	one,	they’re	game	changers!	These	heavy-duty	heroes	come	in	sizes	ranging	from	90/14	to	110/18	and	are	designed	specifically	to	tackle	tough	fabrics	like	our	good	friend	denim.You	might	be	wondering	what	these	numbers	mean?	Let	me	break	it	down	for	ya:	The	first	number	refers	to	the	diameter	of
the	shaft	in	hundredths	of	a	millimeter	(so	90	means	.9mm),	while	the	second	number	is	just	an	arbitrary	American	system	size	number.	So	essentially,	higher	numbers	mean	thicker	needles!The	benefits	don’t	stop	at	preventing	breakages	either.	By	selecting	an	appropriate	sized	heavy-duty	needle	for	your	project,	you’ll	also	notice	improved	stitch
quality	and	smoother	feeding	of	thick	materials	under	your	presser	foot.So	next	time	when	you’re	gearing	up	for	a	new	adventure	with	denim	remember	this:	Having	the	right-sized	tool	isn’t	just	handy	–	it’s	downright	essential!	You’ll	thank	yourself	later.	Happy	sewing!Common	Types	of	Sewing	Machine	Needles	for	DenimEver	tried	sewing	denim
only	to	break	your	needle	in	the	process?	It’s	a	frustrating	experience,	isn’t	it?	But	hey,	you’re	not	alone	in	this.	Many	folks	out	there	struggle	with	choosing	the	right	sewing	machine	needle	for	denim.	You	see,	denim	is	bulkier	than	most	fabrics	and	requires	a	sturdy	needle	capable	of	penetrating	without	breaking.So	what	size	sewing	machine	needle
should	you	go	for	when	working	with	denim?	Here’s	the	thing:	typically,	sizes	16/100	or	18/110	are	recommended	for	medium	to	heavy	weight	denims.	Remember	that	in	the	world	of	sewing,	the	higher	the	number,	the	thicker	and	stronger	your	needle	will	be.	So	if	you’re	dealing	with	extra-heavyweight	denim	like	those	used	in	work	jeans	or	some
jackets,	you	might	want	to	consider	even	larger	needles	–	perhaps	a	size	20/120.Now	let’s	dive	into	specifics	here:	Universal	Needles:	While	they’re	called	“universal”,	they	may	not	be	ideal	for	all	types	of	fabric.	They	come	with	slightly	rounded	tips	that	can	sometimes	push	through	rather	than	pierce	thick	fabrics	like	denim	causing	skipped	stitches.
Jeans/Denim	Needles:	Your	best	bet!	These	needles	are	specifically	designed	to	handle	heavyweight	fabrics	like	canvas	and	of	course,	our	good	old	friend	-denim.	The	reinforced	blade	helps	reduce	deflection	and	prevent	skipped	stitches	or	broken	needles.	Topstitching	Needles:	If	you	aim	to	create	visible	lines	on	your	denim	pieces	(think	jean	hems),
these	guys	are	perfect!	They	have	an	extra-large	eye	that	accommodates	thick	topstitching	threads	perfectly.Remember	though,	while	having	proper	needles	is	crucial;	it’s	equally	important	to	change	them	regularly	–	especially	after	every	heavy-duty	project	involving	multiple	layers	of	fabric	like	jeans	or	jackets.	In	short:	Choosing	the	right	size	and
type	of	sewing	machine	needle	makes	a	significant	difference	when	working	with	denim.	Armed	with	this	knowledge,	you’re	now	ready	to	tackle	your	next	denim	project	head	on!	Happy	sewing!Factors	to	Consider	When	Selecting	a	Needle	for	DenimEver	wondered	why	your	needle	keeps	breaking	when	you’re	sewing	denim?	Or	maybe	you’ve	noticed
skipped	stitches	in	your	finished	product.	Well,	it’s	likely	not	the	quality	of	your	machine	or	even	your	stitching	prowess.	It	may	be	that	you’re	just	using	the	wrong	size	needle.Denim	is	a	heavy	and	thick	fabric,	so	it	requires	a	sturdy	needle	that	can	penetrate	through	multiple	layers	without	snapping.	Generally,	you’ll	want	to	select	a	needle	size
between	90/14	and	110/18.	But	there’s	more	to	consider	than	just	the	size.The	type	of	thread	you’re	using	plays	an	important	role	too!	You	need	a	strong	thread	like	polyester	or	nylon	for	sewing	denim,	as	these	are	more	durable	than	cotton	threads	and	less	prone	to	breakage.	And	remember,	if	you’re	using	a	thicker	thread,	then	you’ll	also	need	a
larger	needle.Also	consider	the	point	type	of	your	needle	–	either	sharp	or	universal.	A	sharp-pointed	needle	will	pierce	through	denim	cleanly	without	pushing	aside	any	threads	while	universal	needles	have	slightly	rounded	tips	suitable	for	most	fabrics	but	might	struggle	with	denser	ones	like	denim.	Here’s	something	else:	The	age	and	condition	of
your	needle	matters	too!	If	it’s	old	or	damaged	in	any	way,	it	won’t	perform	its	best	no	matter	what	size	it	is.	So	always	ensure	that	your	needles	are	in	top-notch	condition	before	starting	any	project.Lastly,	think	about	the	kind	of	stitch	you	plan	on	doing.	For	straight	stitches	on	flat	seams,	smaller	needles	might	work	fine	but	if	you’re	going	over
humps	like	belt	loops	or	hemming	jeans	where	there	can	be	many	layers	of	fabric	involved	–	go	for	those	larger	sizes!So	next	time	when	frustration	hits	while	sewing	denim	–	take	a	pause	and	check	if	perhaps	’tis	really	about	the	little	yet	mighty	thing	–	Your	Needle!Step-by-step	Guide:	How	to	Choose	and	Change	Your	Denim	NeedleFirst	things	first,
let’s	talk	about	choosing	the	right	needle	for	your	denim	project.	You’re	going	to	need	a	strong,	sturdy	needle	that	won’t	buckle	under	the	weight	of	this	heavy	fabric.	Generally,	a	size	90/14	or	100/16	is	recommended	for	sewing	denim.Here’s	something	you	might	not	know:	needles	aren’t	just	measured	by	size	but	also	by	type!	For	instance,	‘jeans’	or
‘denim’	needles	are	specifically	designed	for	tough	fabrics	like	our	friend	denim.	They’ve	got	a	sharp	point	and	robust	shaft	to	penetrate	densely	woven	materials	without	breaking.	Next	up,	it’s	time	to	change	that	needle.	It	may	seem	daunting	if	you’ve	never	done	it	before,	but	changing	your	sewing	machine	needle	is	easier	than	threading	the	bobbin
–	promise!First	off,	make	sure	your	machine	is	turned	off	–	safety	first!Remove	the	existing	needle	by	loosening	the	screw	above	the	foot	of	your	machine.Once	loose	enough,	the	old	needle	should	slide	out	easily.Insert	your	new	(and	improved!)	denim-friendly	needle	with	its	flat	side	facing	rearwards.Tighten	up	that	screw	again	and	voila	–	you’re
ready	to	get	back	into	action!Remember:	replacing	your	sewing	machine	needles	regularly	can	help	you	avoid	those	frustrating	thread	breaks	and	skipped	stitches.To	keep	track	of	when	it’s	time	for	a	change:Mark	down	every	8-10	hours	of	active	sewingConsider	how	tough	your	material	is	–	denser	fabrics	like	denim	wear	them	down	fasterDon’t	shy
away	from	those	challenging	projects	because	they	require	different	equipment	–	embrace	them!	After	all,	variety	is	what	keeps	crafting	fresh	and	exciting!Troubleshooting	Common	Problems	with	Sewing	DenimSo,	you’ve	decided	to	take	on	the	challenge	of	sewing	denim.	Exciting,	isn’t	it?	But	let’s	face	it:	denim	is	a	tough	fabric	and	can	pose	some
common	issues	that	could	throw	a	monkey	wrench	in	your	creative	process.	Don’t	worry	though,	we’ve	got	your	back!	Let’s	dive	into	troubleshooting	these	problems	so	you’ll	be	threading	through	denim	like	a	pro.	First	things	first:	broken	needles.	It’s	not	uncommon	for	your	needle	to	snap	when	dealing	with	heavy	fabrics	like	denim.	How	do	you
avoid	this?	The	answer	is	simple:	use	the	right	size	needle.	Denim	calls	for	strong,	sturdy	needles;	usually	between	sizes	90/14	and	110/18	should	do	the	trick.Next	up,	let’s	tackle	skipped	stitches	–	nothing	more	frustrating	than	those,	right?	Skipped	stitches	often	happen	if	your	machine	isn’t	clean	or	if	you’re	using	an	inappropriate	needle	size.
Regularly	cleaning	out	lint	from	under	the	needle	plate	and	around	the	bobbin	case	will	keep	things	running	smoothly.	And	again,	using	a	jeans/denim	needle	will	make	all	the	difference!Now	onto	uneven	seams…	they	can	really	mess	up	your	project’s	look!	To	counteract	this	issue,	try	using	a	leveler	or	hump	jumper	tool	which	helps	keep	pressure
even	across	thick	seams.Finally	there’s	thread	tension	trouble	–	too	loose	or	too	tight?	If	it’s	too	loose,	loops	may	appear	on	the	fabric	surface;	too	tight	might	result	in	puckered	seams.	Always	test	stitch	on	scrap	denim	before	starting	on	your	main	piece	to	get	that	tension	just	right.Remember	folks:	patience	is	key	while	sewing	with	heavy	fabrics	like
denim	but	don’t	sweat	it	–	armed	with	these	tips	and	tricks	in	mind,	you’re	well	equipped	to	handle	any	snags	along	the	way!	Conclusion:	Perfecting	Your	Craft	with	the	Right	NeedleAll	said	and	done,	it’s	your	attention	to	minute	details	that	can	truly	elevate	your	sewing	game.	And	choosing	the	right	needle	for	denim	is	definitely	one	such	detail.	It’s
not	just	about	getting	any	needle;	it’s	about	finding	the	perfect	fit	for	your	project.Now	you	get	why	a	size	16/100	or	18/110	sewing	machine	needle	is	typically	ideal	for	denim?	They’re	sturdy	enough	to	penetrate	through	this	thick	material	without	breaking	or	leaving	large	visible	holes.	Here’s	a	quick	recap:Size	16/100:	Ideal	for	medium-weight
denimSize	18/110:	Best	suited	for	heavy-duty	denimBut	remember,	these	aren’t	hard	and	fast	rules,	but	rather	a	starting	point.	Depending	on	the	thickness	of	your	denim	and	specific	project	needs,	you	may	need	to	adjust	up	or	down	in	size.So	next	time	you’re	planning	to	work	with	denim,	don’t	forget	what	we’ve	covered	here.	It’ll	save	you	a	lot	of
hassle	and	make	your	sewing	experience	smoother	than	ever	before.	After	all,	perfection	isn’t	just	about	skill—it’s	also	about	using	the	right	tools!And	hey!	Don’t	be	afraid	to	experiment.	Try	different	needles	sizes	until	you	find	that	sweet	spot	where	durability	meets	ease	of	use.	That’s	when	you’ll	know	you’ve	mastered	this	craft.	To	sum	it	up	–	keep
learning,	keep	exploring	and	most	importantly	keep	sewing!	The	more	time	spent	at	the	machine,	the	better	understanding	you’ll	have	of	what	works	best	for	each	fabric	type	including	our	favorite	tough	cookie	–	Denim!So	go	ahead…	grab	that	piece	of	rugged	blue	fabric	along	with	an	appropriately	sized	needle	from	your	kit…and	stitch	away!


