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Kit	for	water	testing

I’ve	been	writing	about	water-quality	products	for	Wirecutter	since	2015.	I’ve	tested	various	filters,	talked	to	experts	in	the	field,	and	worked	with	labs	to	assess	their	effectiveness.	This	guide	is	meant	for	anyone	concerned	about	the	safety	of	drinking	water	in	their	home.	With	recent	crises	like	the	lead	contamination	in	Flint	and	Newark,	not	to
mention	the	discovery	of	forever	chemicals	(PFAS)	in	nearly	half	of	US	tap	water	sources,	it’s	essential	to	take	a	closer	look	at	what’s	really	in	your	drinking	water.	The	public	water	supply	has	faced	several	vulnerabilities,	including	aging	infrastructure,	imperfect	safety	practices,	and	a	lack	of	knowledge	about	what’s	actually	in	the	water.	While
municipal	water	suppliers	must	meet	EPA	limits	for	certain	contaminants,	they’re	not	required	to	test	for	every	possible	concern.	Additionally,	Consumer	Confidence	Reports	(CCRs)	can’t	account	for	problems	that	arise	downstream	of	testing	stations.	To	get	an	accurate	picture	of	what’s	in	your	water,	a	home	test	is	often	the	best	option.	Our
recommended	test	kits	are	designed	for	people	using	public	water	supplies.	If	you	rely	on	well	water,	these	kits	will	still	provide	valuable	information	about	the	contents	of	your	drinking	water,	but	keep	in	mind	that	they	don’t	test	for	radon,	which	is	a	concern	for	some	regions.	Many	home	water	quality	test	kits	require	users	to	interpret	color
comparisons	to	determine	what’s	present	in	their	tap	water.	We	found	this	process	can	lead	to	user	error,	so	it’s	crucial	to	choose	the	right	kit	for	your	needs.	We	compared	the	effectiveness	of	various	DIY	and	send-away	water	testing	kits	against	a	standardized	color	chart.	Send-away	kits	cost	between	$100	to	$500	or	more,	while	DIY	kits	start	at
around	$20	for	basic	lead	testing.	Both	can	detect	lead	but	top-of-the-line	send-away	kits	can	test	for	100+	metals,	industrial	compounds,	and	farm	chemicals.	We	researched	widely	available	online	kits	that	listed	specific	contaminants	tested	by	each	kit.	For	send-away	kits,	we	looked	at	certified	labs	with	federal	or	state	EPA	accreditation.	We	tested
five	kits,	including	a	control	using	Pace	Analytical's	national	water	testing	firm.	The	Tap	Score	Advanced	City	Water	Test	was	our	top	pick,	covering	105	different	contaminants	and	providing	detailed	explanations	and	recommendations	for	action.	It	performed	exceptionally	well	in	terms	of	accuracy,	mirroring	results	from	our	other	tests.	Tap	Score
stands	out	from	other	send-away	kits	in	its	detailed	and	easy-to-understand	reports.	Unlike	some	others	that	simply	list	contaminants	detected	and	their	EPA-designated	maximum	contaminant	levels	(MCL),	Tap	Score	highlights	areas	of	concern	right	away	and	explains	what	the	results	mean	and	how	to	address	any	issues.	Tap	Score's	water	testing
kit	provides	accurate	results	with	a	clear	analysis	of	test	scores.	It	is	easy	to	use,	with	simple	registration	on	the	website	and	well-written	instructions.	The	customer	support,	including	a	live	chat	function,	is	also	helpful.	However,	some	users	may	find	it	inconvenient	that	they	have	to	buy	directly	from	the	manufacturer.	The	report	is	sent	as	a	web
page	or	downloadable	PDF,	but	some	users	reported	issues	with	receiving	their	results	due	to	confirmation	requests	on	Amazon.	If	you	can't	use	Tap	Score,	other	options	such	as	WaterCheck	CityCheck	Deluxe	and	Safe	Home	Ultimate	kits	are	available,	offering	broader	contaminant	testing.	Tap	Score	PFAS	Water	Test	Provides	Clear	Results	on	Toxic
Chemicals	in	US	Water	Supply	DIY	lead	test	kits	are	a	budget-friendly	way	to	check	for	lead	in	your	water,	but	we	didn't	like	the	more	comprehensive	DIY	kits	we	tested.	They're	hard	to	read	due	to	subjective	color-matching	and	rushed	testing	times.	Most	tests	take	around	20	seconds	to	complete,	but	if	you	mess	up	or	struggle	with	judging	colors,	it's
an	inaccurate	reading.	Additionally,	these	kits	only	give	a	rough	estimate	of	contaminant	levels	rather	than	actual	amounts.	In	contrast,	send-away	lab	tests	provide	more	comprehensive	analysis	for	a	higher	price.	Water	testing	is	essential	for	ensuring	that	water	sources	are	safe	and	free	from	contaminants.	The	original	test	kit	delivered
measurements	of	only	six	contaminants:	arsenic,	coliform	bacteria,	E.	coli,	lead,	nitrate,	and	nitrite,	falling	short	of	the	expected	range.	This	limitation,	combined	with	a	high	cost	and	basic	report,	made	it	an	easy	dismissal.	In	contrast,	laboratory	testing	kits	offer	more	comprehensive	results,	covering	a	wider	range	of	pollutants.	These	kits	involve
ordering	a	sampling	kit,	sending	it	to	a	nearby	lab,	and	receiving	online	results.	The	process	is	user-friendly	and	provides	accurate	readings	for	contaminants	such	as	arsenic,	coliform	bacteria,	E.	coli,	lead,	nitrate,	and	nitrite.	Unlike	DIY	kits,	laboratory	testing	kits	do	not	rely	on	subjective	judgment,	instead	providing	specific	contaminant	readings
that	highlight	areas	of	concern.	Regular	water	testing	is	crucial	to	meet	regulatory	requirements	and	adhere	to	safety	procedures,	ensuring	pollutant-free	water	for	both	governmental	organizations	and	private	homeowners.	With	the	advancement	in	modern	chemistry,	thousands	of	harmful	chemicals	and	bacteria	can	be	detected	at	extremely	small
concentrations.	However,	laboratory	testing	kits	are	still	considered	the	most	effective	way	to	detect	a	wide	range	of	water	issues.	Monitoring	Water	Quality	is	Crucial	for	Health	and	Safety	Testing	your	water	regularly	is	essential	to	ensure	it's	safe	and	reliable,	protecting	against	potential	health	risks	from	contamination.	By	testing,	you'll	gain
knowledge	to	address	current	issues	and	prevent	future	problems	with	the	treatment	system.	It's	vital	to	check	the	suitability	of	your	water	before	use,	whether	for	irrigation,	livestock,	drinking,	or	spraying.	The	quality	of	drinking	water	has	become	a	significant	concern	worldwide,	particularly	for	vulnerable	populations	such	as	pregnant	women,
children,	and	individuals	undergoing	medical	treatment.	Eliminated	pH	levels	and	high	Nitrate	levels	are	common	issues	affecting	private	well	supplies,	while	bacterial	contamination	is	widespread	in	these	areas.	Coastal	waters	often	exhibit	low	Conductivity	due	to	various	factors.	Notably,	some	contaminants	can	persist	even	after	boiling	water,
rendering	it	ineffective	against	certain	chemicals	like	Lead.	To	ensure	safe	drinking	water,	testing	is	crucial	for	detecting	contaminants	and	preventing	harm	to	human	health.	For	pregnant	women,	infants,	and	children,	access	to	clean	water	is	essential	for	their	well-being	and	development.	A	recent	study	has	linked	low	Chlorine	levels	in	tap	water	to
premature	delivery,	underscoring	the	importance	of	water	quality.	Unfortunately,	Ireland's	water	supply	faces	concerns	regarding	poor	water	quality	from	private	wells	and	group	schemes.	The	Environment	Protection	Agency	has	raised	alarms	about	bacteriological	pollution	in	these	areas,	which	serve	over	one-fifth	of	the	population.	Many
individuals	remain	unaware	of	their	water	source,	leading	to	unintentional	consumption	of	contaminated	water	in	hotels,	schools,	and	other	public	establishments.	The	lack	of	E.coli	testing	in	711	small	private	water	supplies	raises	concerns	about	the	safety	of	drinking	water.	It	is	essential	for	citizens	to	take	responsibility	for	ensuring	that	they	use
only	clean	water.


