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An adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun or pronoun, often providing information about the qualities or characteristics of someone or something.Adjectives can describe these qualities independently or in comparison to something else, and they often appear directly before the noun or pronoun they modify. Examples include words like
enormous, doglike, silly, yellow, fun, and fast.Adjectives have three forms: absolute (describing one thing, like messy), comparative (comparing two things, like messier), and superlative (indicating the highest degree, like messiest). Comparatives often use -er or more, while superlatives use -est or most.Coordinate adjectives equally modify the same
noun and are separated by commas or conjunctions (long, cold winter). Non-coordinate adjectives form a unit of meaning and are not separated by a comma or conjunctions (tattered woolen sweater).Adjectives can also describe the quantity of nouns: many, few, millions, eleven.Here, well explore adjectives, how they function, and provide examples to
help you use them effectively. The Al writing assistant for anyone with work to do Table of contentsAdjective definitionHow to use adjectivesAdjectives modify nounsDegrees of adjectivesCoordinate adjectivesAdjectives vs. adverbsNouns as adjectives and adjectives as nounsAdjective usage adviceAdjective FAQsAdjective definitionAn adjective is a
word that describes or modifies a noun, providing additional information about its qualities, characteristics, or attributes. For example, in the phrase the tall building, the adjective tall gives specific details about the buildings height.Adjectives can convey various aspects, such as size, color, shape, and emotion, enhancing the meaning of the nouns
they accompany.How to use adjectivesUse adjectives to tell the reader what kind of something youre talking about or how much or how many of something youre talking about. Please use three white flowers in the arrangement.Three and white are modifying flowers.Often, when adjectives are used together, you should separate them with a comma
or conjunction. See Coordinate adjectives below for more details. Im looking for a small, good-tempered dog to keep as a pet. My new dog is small and good-tempered. Adjectives modify nounsAs you may already know, adjectives are words that modify (describe) nouns. Adjectives do not modify verbs, adverbs, or other adjectives. Margot wore a
beautiful hat to the pie-eating contest. Furry dogs may overheat in the summertime. My cake should have sixteen candles. The scariest villain of all time is Darth Vader.The adjectives are easy to spot in the sentences above because they come immediately before the nouns they modify.However, adjectives can modify nouns without appearing before
them in a sentence. Acting as a subjective complement with the help of a linking verb, a predicate adjective modifies the subject of a sentence.A linking verb is a verb like to be, to feel, to seem, or to taste that, rather than describing an action, helps to describe a state of being or a sensory experience. It smells gross in the locker room. Driving is
faster than walking. Degrees of adjectivesAdjectives come in three forms, known as degrees: absolute, comparative, and superlative.Absolute adjectivesAbsolute adjectives express a quality in an extreme or absolute sense, leaving no room for degrees of comparison. They describe qualities that cannot typically be modified or intensified.Examples of
absolute adjectives Comparative adjectivesComparative adjectives, unsurprisingly, make a comparison between two or more things. For most one-syllable adjectives, the comparative is formed by adding the suffix -er (or just -r if the adjective ends with an e).For two-syllable adjectives, some use -er to form the comparative, while others use the word
more. In general, two-syllable adjectives ending in -er, -le, -ow, -ure, or -y can be made comparative by adding -er (in the case of -y words, replace y with -ier). For adjectives of three or more syllables, add the word more.Examples of comparative adjectives Superlative adjectivesSuperlative adjectives indicate that something has the highest degree of
the quality in question. One-syllable adjectives become superlatives by adding the suffix -est (or just -st for adjectives that already end in e).As with the comparative, some two-syllable adjectives use -est to form the superlative, while others use the word most. Generally, two-syllable adjectives ending in -y replace -y with -iest.Adjectives of three or
more syllables add the word most. An article with a superlative adjective will almost always be the definite article (the) rather than the indefinite articles a or an. Using a superlative inherently indicates that you are talking about a specific item or items.Examples of superlative adjectives The most garrulous squirrelsWant to make sure youre using
adjectives correctly in your writing? Grammarly can check your spelling and save you from grammar and punctuation mistakes. It even proofreads your text, so your work is extra polished wherever you write. Coordinate adjectivesCoordinate adjectives should be separated by a comma or the word and. Adjectives are said to be coordinate if they
modify the same noun in a sentence to the same degree. This is going to be a long, cold winter. Isobels dedicated and tireless efforts made all the difference.Sometimes, when two adjectives appear next to each other and modify the same noun, the one closer to the noun is so closely related to the noun that they form a single semantic unit together.
That unit is what is modified by the first adjective. In this case, the adjectives are not coordinate and should not be separated by a comma. My cat, Goober, loves sleeping on this tattered woolen sweater. No one could open the old silver locket.In some cases, its pretty hard to tell whether two adjectives are coordinate or not. But there are a couple of
ways you can test them. Try inserting the word and between the adjectives to see if the phrase still seems natural.In the first sentence above, this tattered and woolen sweater doesnt sound right because you arent talking about a sweater that is both tattered and woolen in the same way. Its a woolen sweater inherently, and it has become tattered.
Woolen sweater forms a unit of meaning that is modified by tattered.Another way to test for coordinate adjectives is to try switching the order of the adjectives and seeing if the phrase still works. In the second sentence, you wouldnt say, No one could open the silver old locket. You cant reverse the order of the adjectives because silver locket is a unit
modified by old.Order of adjectivesWhen combined in a sentence, adjectives follow a specific order:In English, the rules regarding adjective order are more specific than in other languages; that is why saying adjectives in a particular order sounds right, and deviating from that order makes a statement sound wrong, even if its otherwise grammatically
perfect.Compound adjectivesCompound adjectives combine two or more words to act as a single descriptor for a noun, often linked with hyphens to ensure clarity. The hyphen helps show that the words work together to modify the noun, preventing potential confusion. A well-prepared meal (The meal is thoroughly prepared.) A fast-moving train (The
train moves quickly.)When the compound adjective follows the noun, the hyphen is typically dropped: The meal was well prepared.Adverbs modifying adjectives are not typically hyphenated. Instead, they are written separately.Common compound adjective forms include the following:Using hyphens in compound adjectives when appropriate ensures
precision and readability, especially when the meaning might otherwise be unclear.Adjectives vs. adverbsMany of us learned in school that adjectives modify nouns and adverbs modify verbs. But as weve seen, adjectives dont need to be right next to nouns to modify them; they can do so after a linking verb in a sentence as predicate adjectives.This
leads to a common type of mistake: using an adverb when what you want is a predicate adjective. Heres an example youve probably heard before: I feel badly about what happened.Because feel is a verb, it may seem to call for an adverb rather than an adjective. But feel isnt just any verb; its a linking verb. An adverb would describe how you perform
the action of feelingan adjective describes what you feel.l feel badly would mean you are bad at feeling things. If youre feeling numb, it might make sense to say, I feel badly. But if youre trying to say that you are experiencing a negative emotion, I feel bad is the phrase you want.Its easier to see this distinction with a different linking verb. Consider
the difference between these two sentences: Max smells badly means that Max has a weak sense of smell. Max smells bad means that Max stinks.Nouns as adjectives and adjectives as nounsOne more thing you should know about adjectives is that, sometimes, a word normally used as a noun can function as an adjective, depending on its placement.
Never try to pet someones guide dog without asking permission first.Guide is a noun, but in this sentence, it is used as an adjective to modify dog.It works the other way, too: Sometimes, words that are normally adjectives shift into use as nouns. Many times, this happens with adjectives used to denote a group of people, with the addition of the: The
French are known for valuing their leisure time. Robin Hood stole from the rich to give to the poor.The word people has been omitted in the above examples, and the adjectives French, rich, and poor function as nouns. This kind of shift also happens with other types of adjective-noun pairs, especially when they are commonly used together: Our
English class took our final this morning. Camille tends to focus on intangibles like communication style and a sense of camaraderie when deciding whether to accept a job offer.In these sentences, the nouns exam and qualities have been omitted.Adjective usage advicelts one thing to know how to use an adjective; its another to know when using one
is a good idea. Good writing is precise and concise.Sometimes, you need an adjective to convey precisely what you mean. Its hard to describe a red sports car without the word red. But often, choosing the right noun eliminates the need to include an adjective. Is it a big house or a mansion? A large crowd or a throng? A mixed-breed dog or a mutt? A
dark night or just night?Always aim to make every word count in your writing. If you need an adjective, use it. But if its not adding value, skip it.Adjective FAQsWhat is an adjective?An adjective is a word that describes the traits, qualities, or number of a noun.What are examples of adjectives?Descriptive words like beautiful, smooth, and heavy are all
adjectives, as are numbers (twelve eggs).What is the difference between adjectives and adverbs?Adjectives modify nouns, while adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. For example, in the phrase very funny movie, funny is an adjective describing the noun movie, and very is an adverb describing the adjective funny.Can adjectives modify
adverbs?Adjectives can modify only nouns. Only adverbs can modify other adverbs. Adjectives are words that describe something or someone. Scruffy, purple, concerned, and special are all adjectives. They usually (but not always) come right before what they are describing. Here are some examples: "A scruffy dog sat in the window." (Scruffy is the
adjective, and dog is the thing being described.) "She wore a purple shirt." (Purple is the adjective, and shirt is the thing being described.) The birthday seemed special. (Special is the adjective, and birthday is the thing being described.) Some adjectives describe qualitiesspiciness, for examplethat can vary in amount or degree. They often do this by
changing form (usually by adding -er or -est): you might prefer your food spicier than others in your family do, or take pride in your ability to handle the spiciest hot sauce on the market. But adjectives can also be used with adverbs like more, most, less, very, slightly, etc. for this purpose. Beautiful is one example of an adjective whose degree can only
be modified in this way; you could say that one painting is more beautiful than another, but you would not way that it is beautifuller. Comparative and Superlative Adjectives The question of whether you should modify an adjective with -er or -est or if you should use more or most is a tricky one. A very general rule (which has many exceptions) is that -
er or -est may be used for adjectives of a single syllable (like round or flat), more or most are used for those with three syllables or more (like beautiful), and there is no clear rule for adjectives with two syllables. (Read more about modifying adjectives) Other Roles of Adjectives In addition to describing qualities of nouns and pronouns, adjectives can
modify them by restricting or limiting their meanings. Take numbers, for example: fifteen cupcakes, zero qualms. Similarly, although they are often used as pronouns, this, that, these, and those can also be used as adjectives: This article was very informative. Other parts of speech:What is an adverb?What is a noun?What is a preposition?What is a
verb? Other articles you may be interested in:Adjectives that look like nounsNouns that look like adjectivesHow do you modify an adjective? What is an adjective? How does an adjective work? An adjective is a word thats used to describe places, people, or things. Words like young, happy, and even red, are some examples of adjectives. Learn what are
adjectivesthrough this article. Adjective Adjectives are used to describe the qualities or the states of being, of nouns. They are defined as, a word or phrase naming an attribute, added to or grammatically related to a noun to modify or describe it. Part of SpeechDefinitionAdjectivea word or phrase naming an attribute, added to or grammatically
related to a noun to modify (modifying the same noun) or describe it. Adjectives are used to modify nouns and sometimes pronouns as well. They enable you to add meaning to the noun, and also to describe it. The adjective meaningessentially states that adjectives are used to modify nouns. Adjectives help you to add meaning to the sentence, and
when used correctly, can help you reduce your word count as well. Adjectives are essential in the English language as they help you to describe the subject of the sentence. Learn about adjective meaning through this guide. Adjective Usually, adjectives will be placed before the noun that its describing. This way, it modifies the noun. They can also be
called attributive adjectives. When an adjective is placed before a noun, it ends up modifying that noun. Without the adjective, the meaning of the noun would change. Take for example the term old man. Here, the word old is an adjective thats used to modify the word man. Without this adjective, the man can be of any age. But when you say old man,
youre describing what the overall age of the man is. You can also use adjectives to modify pronouns as well. Take, for example, the sentence, Shes a happy one. Here, the adjective happy is used to modify the pronoun one. 1) He is a young man. The adjective young lets the listener know that the man in question is of a younger age. 2) Bring me the red
coat. Here, the adjective red informs the listener that the coat they should bring is one colored red. Adjective An adjective can also be placed after a noun. An example of this is the sentence Jill was young. In this example, the adjective comes after the linking verb was. These kinds of adjectives are known as predicate adjectives. But sometimes, youll
also find adjectives being used immediately after a noun. These kinds of adjectives are known as postpositive adjectives. More commonly, these are used following pronouns. Adjectives can be placed after a noun or a pronoun. The term time immemorial is an example of this. Here, the adjective immemorial adds meaning to the noun time. Adjectives
that are placed immediately after a noun, are usually used following pronouns. You can also add an adjective after a linking verb. Take, for example, the sentence She seemed happy. Here, the adjective happy follows the linking verb seemed. 1) He looks like someone interesting. 2) She wasnt among those present. Descriptive adjectives Descriptive
adjectives, as the name suggests, are used to describe a noun or a pronoun. Youll usually find them in certain categories. Appearance: Clean, dirty, beautiful Color: Red, green, dark Condition: Carefree, absent, dead Personality: Brave, kind, simple Quantity: Countless, ample, bountiful Sense: Warm, cold, sweet Shape and Size: Circular, angular,
rectangular Time: Daily, old, ancient Heres a sentence example for each kind of descriptive adjective. 1) Appearance: She was an attractive girl. 2) Color: He had blue eyes. 3) Condition: The chair is broken. 4) Personality: He was really brave. 5) Quantity: The harvest was bountiful. 6) Sense: The food was bitter. 7) Shape and Size: The swimming pool
was deep. 8) Time: I go to school daily. The descriptive adjectives are marked in bold. Traditionally, words such as his, many, a, this, and more, are placed in the same classification as adjectives. More recently, these words are being classified using the term determiners. This is why when people usually think of adjectives, descriptive adjectives come
to their minds. Now that you know what is an adjective, its time to learn about determiners. With determiners in the picture, there are now a total of nine parts of speech. Adjectives and determiners Possessive determiners include the words my, his, her, your, their, our, whose and its. Now lets look at an example sentence. The man opened the door
for his wife. Here, the possessive determiner is his, and it shows whose wife the man opened the door for. Demonstrative determiners include the words these, that, those, and this. Now lets look at an example sentence to see how they work. That man has been silent for a long time. Here, the demonstrative determiner that is used to denote which
man is being spoken of. Sometimes, nouns can also be used as adjectives. Take, for example, the term silk gloves. Here, the noun silk is used to describe what kind of a glove it is. In the term donut shop, both donut and shop are nouns. However, when put together, they modify each other. Youre able to tell what kind of a shop it is a donut shop. In
order to use a noun as an adjective, that noun should be capable of modifying the noun its being placed next to. In the term electricity board, the noun electricity is helping to determine what kind of a board it is. Consider the term fall colors, as well. The noun fall describes what kind of colors can be seen. The two nouns work together to add meaning
to the sentence. 1) There was a fruit fly on my glass. 2) Our team won the boat race. You can also use infinitives as adjectives. An infinitive verb, such as to run, to swim, and to walk, can all be used to modify nouns. Nouns can be modified using infinitive verbs. Infinitives can also end up heading the phrase itself. 1) He gave her the order to run. Here,
the infinitive verb to run describes the noun order. 2) He told his friend to jump. In this case, the infinite verb to jump describes what the noun friend was asked to do. In case you want to use more than two adjectives together, then theres a particular order that you need to follow. Knowing the meaning of adjectives is also important to understand the
order of adjectives. Although its rare for people to use more than three adjectives in the same sentence, if you find yourself using more adjectives, follow the following order: The placement and type of adjective help determine the order that two or more adjectives can be placed. 1) Article and demonstrative or possessive determiners. Words like a,
the, my, that, this, and other similar words come first. 2) Quantity: These could be any number, such as one, seven, thirty-three, and more. 3) Observation And Opinions: These include words like smart, pretty, witty, and more. 4) Size: Words like small and large, are placed next. 5) Physical Quality: This can include words like clean, cluttered, and
dirty. 6) Shape: Words like circular, square, and short are used next. 7) Age: Words like old, young, and others come next. 8) Color: Any colors, like red, green, and blue, come next. 9) Religion Or Origin: The nationality of a person, like German, or the religion they follow, like Christianity, comes next. 10) Material: Words like wooden, metal, and
others, fall into this category. 11) Type: Terms like all-purpose and L-shaped among others, should be placed next. 12) Purpose or Attributive Noun: These should be used last and includes words like service, cooking, and drinking. You should note that while this list is not universally agreed upon, its still commonly used. Age and shape are the two
areas that people often disagree upon. 1) Have you seen my two brown wooden spoons? Here, the possessive determiner my comes first, followed by the quantity two, and then the color brown. Finally, the material wooden is the last adjective used. 2) Talk to the old French policeman. Here, the first adjective is old, as age comes before origin. French
is used to describe the origin of the policeman. To better understand when you should place a comma between adjectives, youll need to know what coordinate and cumulative adjectives are. In the case of cumulative adjectives, you can build specificity with each adjective. This is why you should never insert commas between two cumulative adjectives.
They should also follow the order of adjectives thats been listed above. 1) A dark brown wooden spoon. 2) A beautiful red butterfly. In both cases, the order of adjectives needs to be followed. You also wont be adding commas between the adjectives. Coordinate adjectives When it comes to coordinate adjectives, they describe the noun independently.
As a result, you can place them in any order you like. You should use commas to separate the adjectives, and you may use the word and as well. 1) A red, lumpy vase. 2) A lumpy, red vase. Changing the order of coordinate adjectives doesnt affect the sentences meaning. There are different types of adjectives that you should know about. They include:
Adjectives arent always used in isolation. You can use two or more adjectives to modify a noun as well. When you use more than one adjective, youre using compound adjectives. Youll need to use hyphens to combine the two adjectives and indicate that they are one term. 1) He was a good-looking man. 2) They have a close-knit family. An adjective
phrase is a word group that uses the adjective describing the noun. In sentences, adjectives can be used alongside modifiers, such as adverbs and prepositional phrases. This means that a single adjective can end up being featured in a phrase where more than one adjective is used. 1) The butterfly is a really beautiful insect. Here, the adjective phrase
really beautiful is used to describe the insect. 2) The tiger is an especially deadly predator. Here, especially deadly are used together to describe what the tiger is. Clauses can also be used as adjectives. An adjective clause contains multiple adjectives alongside a subject and a verb. When using an adjective clause, the clause will be linked to the noun
thats being described. A relative pronoun or a relative adverb is used to make this link. As with clauses in general, there should be a subject and a verb. 1) People who write about history arent always the people who make history. 2) People who make history are the ones who get to tell their story These are adjectives that are used to describe the
personality of a person. It can include words like brave, cheerful, cowardly, and more. Personality adjectives can help you describe the character of a person or their personality. It is usually placed before the noun that is being modified. 1) She was a brave girl. 2) He is a kind boy. In both these cases, the adjectives provide a personality attribute to
the person, the noun. Comparative adjectives compare two things, two people, and more. Words like smarter, taller, and longer are some examples of comparative adjectives. Comparative adjectives help compare two people or things. It shows what quality one has thats better compared to the other. 1) His cat is nicer than my cat. 2) Isaac is smarter
than Mike. A predicate adjective modifies or describes the subject present in the sentence. Its usually linked to the subject using a linking verb. To use a predicate adjective, youll need to place it after the linking verb. It is used to describe the subject of the sentence. 1) The boy is very happy. 2) The joke was very funny. These adjectives are used to
indicate possession. They include words like my, your, her, and more. Possessive adjectives are used to express ownership or possession within a sentence. 1) This is my home. 2) That is her notebook. Proper adjectives are also referred to as common adjectives. These can be used to describe people, places, and things. Proper adjectives should always
be used such that they modify the noun or pronoun in the sentence. They can be placed before or after the noun. Proper adjectives are usually capitalized, as they are derived from proper nouns. 1) That is a Japanese melon. 2) The book has Orwellian influences. Demonstrative adjectives are specifically used to describe the position that an object or a
person has, in space as well as time. Demonstrative adjectives are called determiners as well. They are used to identify nouns or pronouns and to express the position of the noun or pronoun. 1) This is her home. 2) Thats the direction to her home. Superlative adjectives are used to describe objects at the higher or lower limit of a certain quality.
Examples include words like the tallest, the highest, and more. Superlative adjectives are used in sentences where the subject is being compared to a group of objects. Superlative adjectives are usually used to describe extremes. 1) He is the tallest boy in the class. 2) That building is the tallest in the city. An irregular adjective is an adjective that
doesnt change form when er/est is added to it. An example of this is the word good. You cant turn the word into gooder or goodest, as that would be grammatically incorrect. Where Irregular adjectives are concerned, youll need to know the comparative and superlative form of the adjective. For the word good, the comparative term is better while the
superlative term is best. 1) He is a good boy. 2) He is the best athlete on the team. Adjectives that start with A. Accomplished Advanced Altruistic Ample Active Angry Adjectives that start with B. Better Bitter Bold Bossy Brave Broken Adjectives that start with C. Careful Close Clear Complex Compassionate Clueless Adjectives that start with D. Deep
Definitive Dense Digital Defensive DarkEcstatic Enormous Exalted Elegant Early Easy-going Adjectives that start with F. Fancy Favorite Flawed Firm Filthy Fluffy Adjectives that start with G. Generous Grotesque Grandiose Good Glossy Growing Adjectives that start with H. Handsome Harmful Heartfelt Heavy Helpful High Adjectives that start with I.
Icy Identical Impeccable Incredible Impossible Impolite Adjectives that start with J. Jaded Jagged Jittery Juicy Jumbo Junior Adjectives that start with K. Kind Kooky Knotty Kosher Key Keen Adjectives that start with L. Lavish Lame Live Long Loud Loose Large Adjectives that start with M. Mammoth Majestic Merry Meek Medical Mild Adjectives that
start with N. New Naive Nice Novel Next Nasty Adjectives that start with O. Obedient Oblong Old Oily Original Opulent Adjectives that start with P. Pale Paltry Plump Pleasant Playful Past Adjectives that start with Q. Quaint Qualified Quirky Quick Quiet Quixotic Adjectives that start with R. Radiant Rare Rigid Rapid Rich Robust Adjectives that start
with S. Sad Safe Salty Shady Shiny Shy Adjectives that start with T. Thorny Trim Tiny Tight Tricky Tepid Adjectives that start with U. Unique Unsightly Unruly Unfit Upright Usable Adjectives that start with V. Vibrant Violent Vital Virtual Vivid Violet Adjectives that start with W. Warm Weak White Weekly Whimsical Wet Adjectives that start with Y.
Yearly Yellow Young Youthful Yummy Yawning Adjectives that start with Z. Zany Zealous Zesty Zigzag More resources on adjectives: How do you use an adjective?If youre wondering how to use adjectives, then this guide should be able to help you. There are several ways you can add adjectives to your sentence, depending on the noun or pronoun and
what youre trying to say about the noun or pronoun. What are the types of adjectives?The types of adjectives include comparative adjectives, predicative adjectives, superlative adjectives, and compound adjectives. Also included in this list are demonstrative adjectives, participial adjectives, possessive adjectives, and proper adjectives. Whats the
difference between adverbs and adjectives?many of us learned in school that adjectives modify nouns and that adverbs modify verbs. Adjectives can also act as complements for linking verbs. How do I find an adjectival phrase?Look for the first word in a group of words that may modify the pronoun or noun.NARRATORO no dont look now shes
coming over!Here we go again!You probably noticed this place is called Mount Scary.Well, thats not because of the mountain. Allow me to explain.Ysee, shes not just a yeti shes a scary yeti.Scary is an adjective. An adjective tells you more about a noun or pronoun.SCARY YETISee how scary I am! Check me out! (roars)Scary Yeti!LORRY DRIVERMore
like smelly yeti! Eurgh (vomits)NARRATORSmelly! Thats another adjective.The scary smelly yeti!Oh, a few more adjectives there.SCARY YETIHey! Hang on a minute! Im not smelly! Woah[LOUD CRASH]NARRATORShes not always a loud yeti though. She can be a quiet and sneaky yeti too.Ugh, but sometimes careless. Dont eat that!noun (1)adjective
(4)View synonyms for adjectiveGrammar.any member of a class of words that modify nouns and pronouns, primarily by describing a particular quality of the word they are modifying, as wise in a wise grandmother, or perfect in a perfect score, or handsome in He is extremely handsome. Other terms, as numbers (one cup; twelve months ), certain
demonstrative pronouns (this magazine; those questions ), and terms that impose limits (each person; no mercy ) can also function adjectivally, as can some nouns that are found chiefly in fixed phrases where they immediately precede the noun they modify, as bottle in bottle cap and bus in bus station.Synonyms: qualifier, modifierpertaining to or
functioning as an adjective; adjectival.the adjective use of a noun.Law.concerning methods of enforcement of legal rights, as pleading and practice (substantive ).(of dye colors) requiring a mordant or the like to render them permanent (substantive ).Archaic.not able to stand alone; dependent.Women were seen by some (by some men, that is) as
adjective creatures, needing to be cared for and protected from the vicissitudes of life./ dktv, dktavl /a word imputing a characteristic to a noun or pronoun adj.( as modifier )Collins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007,
2009, 2012additional or dependent(of law) relating to court practice and procedure, as opposed to the principles of law dealt with by the courts Compare substantiveCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009,
2012A part of speech that describes a noun or pronoun. Adjectives are usually placed just before the words they qualify: shy child, blue notebook, rotten apple, four horses, another table. How do we spot an adjective? For one thing, adjectives tell us about the nouns they qualify by answering questions like what kind, which one, and how many: a
serious student; the purple flower; three kisses. But in English there are adjectives and there are adjectives. Those in the second group are more adjectival than the others, in that the qualifications they express can themselves be qualified. The word more is our clue; true adjectives can compare one entity to another. For adjectives with two or more
syllables, the comparative and superlative are formed with more and most ( more captivating; the most enthralling ). Monosyllables, and some disyllables that happen to end in -y, change form, with occasional accommodations in spelling, by adding -er and -est: smart, smarter, smartest; happy, happier, happiest. There are, of course, irregular
members of this group; despite what your average three-year-old says, things go from good to better and best, not to gooder and goodest. But there is a caution; some adjectives have absolute meanings that can make them seem absurd if used comparatively. If a plant is dead, for example, another plant cannot be more dead. In addition, many true
adjectives are gradable. That is, they can be upgraded ( very pretty ), downgraded ( somewhat disorganized ), or intensified ( really tired ). Usually, those that should not be compared, as correct, impossible, and mortal, are also not gradable. A vote, for example, cannot be very unanimous, too unanimous, or not unanimous enough; it is either
unanimous or not. And only in The Wizard of Oz is the Wicked Witch not only merely dead, she's really most sincerely dead. That is not to say that there are no exceptions, as can be seen at the expanded usage note for the absolute adjective unique. Pronouns, as your, this, and each, can also function as adjectives. But it is the noun as modifier, like
bottle and bus in bottle cap and bus station, that gives headaches to dictionary compilers. Faced with evidence, they must ask themselves if occasional use as a modifier makes a particular noun worthy of full adjective status. Bottle and bus certainly do not pass comparison or gradation tests; my cap isnt more bottle than yours, nor is it very bottle.
These nouns are not listed as adjectives in this dictionary. Yet similar nouns, like coffee, kitchen, and summer, are. The number of items they can modify, the number of adjectival senses they have, and the degree to which such senses differ from their noun senses all play a part in the decision. That decision, however is never final. Meanings expand
and evolve. Language changes as we speak.adjectival adjectiveadjectivally adverbadjectively adverbnonadjectively adverbpreadjective adjectiveOrigin of adjectivelFirst recorded in 13501400; Middle English, from Late Latin adjectvum, neuter of adjectvus, equivalent to adject(us) attached, added, past participle of ad(j)icere ( ad- toward + -jec-,
combining form of jac- to throw + -tus past participle suffix) + -vus adjective suffix; ad-, -iveOrigin of adjectivelC14: from Late Latin adjectvus attributive, from adjicere to throw to, add, from ad- to + jacere to throw; in grammatical sense, from the Latin phrase nmen adjectvum attributive nounExamples have not been reviewed.The adjective reclusive
became permanently attached to his name.l know the pain of finding the right adjective for a situation.I struggle for adjectives to adequately describe the horror that this administration has visited on the world, Schwartz added.The adjective hit me like a line drive."I'm really pleased with that adjective - unassailable," he says, trying it on for
size.adjectivaladjective clauseBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppgqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day! 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC Adjectives are words that describe nouns or pronouns. In other words, they describe people, places, or things. (In schools,
adjectives are often introduced as "describing words.") "Old," "green," and "cheerful" are examples of adjectives. In these examples, the adjectives are highlighted, and the nouns are in bold. old man green field cheerful parrot Here are some adjectives in sentences: John is a tall boy. New York is a busy city. This is a tasty apple. The words being
described are nouns. Be aware that grammarians like to say that the adjectives are "modifying" the nouns, rather than "describing" them.Adjectives can also describe pronouns. In these examples, the pronouns are in bold: He is happy. She was beautiful. It smells lovely. When adjectives modify (i.e., describe) pronouns, the adjectives usually come
after the pronouns, but not always. We will cover the positioning of adjectives later in the lesson. In the End, Adjectives Always Modify Nouns When an adjective modifies a pronoun, it is actually modifying a noun. Remember that a pronoun is a word that replaces a noun. For example: John is a brilliant comedian. He is funny. In this example, the first
adjective ("brilliant") modifies the noun "comedian," and the second ("funny") modifies the pronoun "he." However, "he" represents the noun "John." So, in reality, "funny" is modifying a noun. It doesn't matter how complex your sentence is. If you have an adjective, it is in the final analysis modifying a noun. It's your go! Select the adjective in the
following sentences. Table of Contents The Position of Adjectives Descriptive Adjectives and Determiners Video Lesson More about Determiners Nouns Used as Adjectives Participles Used as Adjectives Infinitives Used as Adjectives The Order of Adjectives Compound Adjectives Adjective Phrases Adjective Clauses Why Adjectives Are Important Test
Time! Here are some more examples of adjectives. (In each example, the adjective is highlighted.) An adjective usually comes directly before the noun it describes (or "modifies," as grammarians say). old man green field cheerful one ("One" is a type of pronoun. Pronouns are words that replace nouns. So, adjectives can modify pronouns too.) When
adjectives are used like this, they're called attributive adjectives. An adjective can come after the noun. Jack was old. It looks green. He seems cheerful. In the three examples above, the adjectives follow linking verbs ("was," "looks," and "seems") to describe the noun or pronoun. (When adjectives are used like this, they're called predicate adjectives.)
Sometimes, an adjective comes immediately after a noun. the Princess Royal time immemorial body beautiful the best seats available the worst manners imaginable When adjectives are used like this, they're called postpositive adjectives. Postpositive adjectives are more common with pronouns. someone interesting those present something evil It's
your go! Select the type of adjective in the following sentences: This infographic shows where an adjective sits in relation to the noun it describes: All the adjectives we've seen so far have been descriptive adjectives. A descriptive adjective will usually fit into one of the following categories: CategoryExample Appearanceattractive, burly, clean, dusty
Colourazure, blue, cyan, dark Conditionabsent, broken, careful, dead Personalityannoying, brave, complex, dizzy Quantityample, bountiful, countless, deficient Sensearomatic, bitter, cold, deafening Size and Shapeangular, broad, circular, deep Timeancient, brief, concurrent, daily In traditional grammar, words like "his," "this," "many," and even "a"
and "the" are also classified as adjectives. However, in contemporary grammar, such words are classified as determiners. So, for many people, the word "adjective" refers only to descriptive adjectives. The rise of the term "determiner" means that we now have nine parts of speech, not the traditional eight. Here is a video summarizing this lesson on
adjectives. video lesson This lesson starts to get technical from this point. If you're teaching learners or non-native-English speakers, you might like the following lessons: Here is a table showing the different types of determiners: TypeExamples Possessive Determiners. "my," "your," "his," "her," "its," "our," "their," and "whose." When a man opens a
car door for his wife, it's either a new car or a new wife. (Prince Philip) The only time a wife listens to her husband is when he's asleep. (Cartoonist Chuck Jones) Read more about possessive determiners/adjectives. Demonstrative Determiners. "this," "that," "these," and "those." That man's silence is wonderful to listen to. (Novelist Thomas Hardy)
Maybe this world is another planet's hell. (Writer Aldous Huxley) Read more about demonstrative determiners/adjectives. Articles. The poets are only the interpreters of the gods. (Philosopher Socrates) I'm an optimist but an optimist who carries a raincoat. (Prime Minister Harold Wilson) Read more about the articles. Numbers (or Cardinal
Numbers). "one," "two," "three," etc. If two wrongs don't make a right, try three wrongs. (Canadian educator Laurence Peter) One loyal friend is worth ten thousand relatives. (Greek Tragedian Euripides) Read more about "quantifiers" on the determiners page. Indefinite Determiners. "no," "any," "many," "few," "several," "some," etc. If you live to be
one hundred, you've got it made. Very few people die past that age. (Comedian George Burns) If this is coffee, please bring me some tea; but if this is tea, please bring me some coffee. (US President Abraham Lincoln) Read more about indefinite determiners/adjectives. Read more about the difference between adjectives and determiners. Many words
that are usually nouns can function as adjectives. For example: autumn colours boat race computer shop Devon cream electricity board fruit fly Here are some real-life examples: Not all face masks are created equal. (Entrepreneur Hannah Bronfman) You cannot make a revolution with silk gloves. (Premier Joseph Stalin) When used like adjectives,
nouns are known as attributive nouns. Formed from a verb, a participle is a word that can be used as an adjective. There are two types of participle: Here are some examples of participles as adjectives: The most exciting phrase to hear in science, the one that heralds new discoveries, is not "Eureka!" but "That's funny." (Writer Isaac Asimov) Always
be wary of any helpful item that weighs less than its operating manual. (Author Terry Pratchett) While the spoken word can travel faster, you can't take it home in your hand. Only the written word can be absorbed wholly at the convenience of the reader. (Educator Kingman Brewster) We all have friends and loved ones who say 60 is the new 30. No,
it's the new 60. (Fashion model Iman) A participle is classified as a verbal (a verb form that functions as a noun or an adjective). An infinitive verb (e.g., "to run," "to jump") can also function as an adjective. No human creature can give orders to love. (French novelist George Sand) (Here, the infinitive "to love" describes the noun "orders.") Progress is
man's ability to complicate simplicity. (Norwegian adventurer Thor Heyerdahl) (An infinitive will often head its own phrase. Here, the infinitive phrase "to complicate simplicity" describes the noun "ability.") It's your go! What type of adjective is the bold word in the following sentences? When two or more adjectives are strung together, they should be
ordered according to the following list: PlacementType of AdjectiveExamples 1Article,Demonstrative Determiner, orPossessive Determinera, an, thethis, that, those, thesemy, your, his, our 2Quantityone, three, ninety-nine 30pinion or Observationbeautiful, clever, witty, well-mannered 4Sizebig, medium-sized, small 5Physical Qualitythin, lumpy,
cluttered 6Shapesquare, round, long 7Ageyoung, middle-aged, old 8Colour/Colorred, blue, purple 90rigin or ReligionFrench, Buddhist 10Material metal, leather, wooden 11Type L-shaped, two-sided, all-purpose 12Purpose, orAttributive Nounmixing, drinking, cookingservice, football, head Here is an example of a 14-adjective string (shaded) that is
ordered correctly: my two lovely XL thin tubular new white Spanish metallic hinged correcting knee braces. Regardless of how many adjectives are used (more than 3 is rare), the established order is still followed. That's a lovely mixing bowl (1: Determiner 2: Opinion 3: Purpose) Who's nicked my two black, wooden spoons? (1: Number 2: Colour 3:
Material) Give your ticket to the Italian old waiter. (Age comes before origin. Therefore, "the old Italian waiter" would have been better.) This list of precedence is not universally agreed, but all versions are similar. The area of most dispute is age and shape. The order can change for emphasis too. If there were two old waiters, one Italian and one
Spanish, then the wrong example above would be correct, and the word "Italian" would be emphasized. If you're a native English speaker, you are safe to ignore this list and let your instinct guide you. (Remarkably, you already know this, even if you don't know you know it.) In order to understand when to use commas between multiple adjectives, you
must learn the difference between cumulative adjectives and coordinate adjectives. With cumulative adjectives, specificity builds with each adjective, so you cannot separate cumulative adjectives with commas, and they must follow the order of precedence in the table above. Coordinate adjectives are different. They describe the noun independently,
which means they can follow any order. Coordinate adjectives should be separated with commas or the word "and." Here are some examples of each type: Cumulative adjectives: A bright green metal mixing bowl (These are cumulative adjectives. Their order cannot be changed. They follow the precedent list. There are no commas.) Coordinate
adjectives: A green, lumpy bowl A lumpy, green bowl (These are coordinate adjectives. As shown, their order can be changed. They should be separated with commas or the word "and.") Read more about the order of adjectives and punctuating them. Not all adjectives are single words. Often, a single adjective will consist of two or more words. A
single adjective with more than one word is called a compound adjective. For example: Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit family in another city. (Comedian George Burns) Be a good-looking corpse. Leave a good-looking tattoo. (Actor Ed Westwick) I like the busted-nose look. (Actor Peter Dinklage) Compound adjectives are usually
grouped with hyphens to show they are one adjective. In real-life sentences, adjectives are often accompanied by modifiers like adverbs (e.g., "very," "extremely") and prepositional phrases (e.g., "...with me," "...about the man"). In other words, an adjective (shown in bold) will often feature in an "adjective phrase" (shaded). My bankers are very happy
with me. (The popstar formerly known as Prince) (In this example, the adjective phrase describes "bankers.") The dragonfly is an exceptionally beautiful insect but a fierce carnivore. (Here, the adjective phrase describes "insect.") Here's a more formal definition: An adjective phrase is a group of words headed by an adjective that describes a noun.
The last thing to say about adjectives is that clauses can also function as adjectives. With an adjective clause, the clause is linked to the noun being described with a relative pronoun ("who," "whom," "whose," "that," or "which") or a relative adverb ("when," "where," or "why"). Like all clauses, it will have a subject and a verb. The people who make
history are not the people who make it but the people who make it and then write about it. (Musician Julian Cope) I live in that solitude which is painful in youth but delicious in the years of maturity. (Physicist Albert Einstein) (It can start getting complicated. In the adjective clause above, "painful in youth" and "delicious in the years of maturity" are
adjective phrases.) Here's a formal definition: An adjective clause is a multi-word adjective that includes a subject and a verb. This section covers a lot of adjective-associated terms, most of which have their own pages that highlight their quirks and issues. Below are five top-level points linked to adjectives. Try to avoid using words like "very" and
"extremely" to modify adjectives. Pick better adjectives. very happy boy > delighted boy very angry > livid extremely posh hotel > luxurious hotel really serious look > stern look The examples above are not wrong, but they are not succinct. The best writing is precise and concise. Picking the right noun can eliminate the need for an adjective. whaling
ship > whaler disorderly crowd > mob organized political dissenting group > faction You can also reduce your word count by removing redundant adjectives. joint cooperation > cooperation necessary requirement > requirement handwritten manuscript > manuscript The examples above are not wrong, but they are not succinct. The needless
repetition of a single concept is known as tautology. In business writing (especially with technical subjects), it is not unusual to encounter strings of attributive nouns. In each example below, the attributive-noun string is shaded. Factor in the service level agreement completion time. (difficult to understand) Engineers will install the email retrieval
process improvement software. (difficult) He heads the network services provision team. (difficult) The system needs a remote encryption setting reset. (difficult) Noun strings like these are difficult to follow. If you use one, you will almost certainly bring the reading flow of your readers to a screeching halt as they stop to unpick the meaning, or,
worse, they'll zone out and skim over your words without understanding them. To avoid such barely intelligible noun strings, do one or all of the following: Completely rearrange the sentence. Convert one of the nouns to a verb. Use hyphens to highlight the compound adjectives. Here are the reworked sentences: Factor in the time to complete the
service-level agreement. (better) Engineers will install the software to improve the email-retrieval process. (better) He heads the team providing network services. (better) The system needs a reset of the remote-encryption setting. (better) Most writers correctly use an adjective after a linking verb. It tastes nice. It smells nice. It seems nice. By Jove,
it is nice. There's an issue though. For some, the linking verb "to feel" doesn't feel like a linking verb and, knowing that adverbs modify verbs, they use an adverb. I feel badly for letting you down. ("Badly" is an adverb. It should be "bad.") This error happens with other linking verbs too, but it's most common with "to feel." Bad service and food tasted
awfully. (Title of an online restaurant review by "Vanessa") ("Awfully" is an adverb. It should be "awful.") Putting an adjective immediately after a noun (i.e., using the adjective postpositively) is a technique for creating emphasis. (The deliberate changing of normal word order for emphasis is called anastrophe.) I suppressed my thoughts sinful and
revengeful. The sea stormy and perilous steadily proceeded. Go concise by going precise. (e.g., very hungry > famished ) Here is a video for beginners that summarizes all the parts of speech. video lesson Are you a visual learner? Do you prefer video to text? Here is a list of all our grammar videos. You might also like... Help us improve... Was
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